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PREFACE 

4 

Of THE AUTHOH^ 
Fji.epixed to the SECOND Votuwi* 



HE great defign of the adoraf>»c Jlcdecniff vbpll 

he came down from Heaven, wasi to procure peace 

?on earth, and good-will towards mtn. To corrcC 

fnd with ihls deferable and bleffed purpofe is the great 

W and objea pf ihis Hiftory ; panicularry.ainidaihe 

K"^ ?^"^f?l^"»f^P^« into which the Chrillian world i# 
f idecl, to unite in one hnb hi>iiil •ti^t .^ ■■» - 



\|.6rd Jefus Chrifl'ih finccriiy, without apy ponfid- 
!ti^' of the country they may occupy^ the forms of 
iif Cti government they have embraced, or the une& 
tiaV ^iQ^QTences in religious opinions, which, thrbugli 
f prereht infirmity of imeiic;£$,pr the prejudices of ed* 
fttioh^ they liave imbibed* The true Church ha» b«^ 
ie head, even Chrift ; and we are all members one of 
jotber. It will be a better proof of bur f^enuihe 
^riflianity, infinitely more conduce to the' fpread o^ 
t Gofpel, and tend unfpealkably more to the edifica« 
^n of our own fouls, to love one another out ofa pure 
lart fervently, arid to bear and forbear with eacK other 
I fabordinate matters, ^han %o (ontencl for fyftcfusi of 
Itclu^ve eftahlilhaiehu/ ^ 

It is impoffible to doubt the excellence, to diljpatt 
he ability, to queflion the learning, or impeach the puV 
'ity of many, who have demonflrated the genuinenef^ of 
^eir fiutb aitd hope under all our different modes df 
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telislous profe^on, the Papifts themfelves not except* 
f d. And if tbf; grejtt Head of the CWrc|| will not ex- 
f lude them' frorn his kingdom and glory, and we are 
^ound to hope that we (hall meet, aitd be joined to- 
gether in' one holy feliow(hip through a biefled eternity, 
Eqw powerfully do6s this- C4II upon vs tp i:(|ltivate a° 
greater^niargement of heart towards all the holy breth* 
ren ! tVe leave t^q bigots^ atnd the unblet)-,- to execrate, 
excomn^unicaie, an(if Uncbriilianize everv man that 
lathers not -with .then), ai\d dares to diiFcr a hi>ir't 
breadtH from their dogmas or decifi'ons. 'But' if the 
i^irit 'of love a.nd ipf a fourid mlnd| has truly iaken pof- 
Ttflion of dur b6ro'ms,'we '{hall' feci 'too' much of ibe 
blelCidneCs of. the tetnper itfelf to fulFer uniaUowed en- 
^roachinenis thereon.' We fhall vatcb every avenue 
of the heart, at Which bitternefs and wrath, and anger 
MJactamour, ana «vii /pcakM., wdul^ epier, lo diftjurb 
^he rcpofe of our own fouls, and to trouble our breih- 
^^j-^f ^*^* exemplify tb^ chariaer of the' eleft of 
God, holy, and beloved, by putting on bowels of jnearf, 
kthdncfs, h Qmhl tmk^jiainAiineckms^ lon» rufFcriog' 
-^We-^Htt-^rw^j^rr'y irVefift fy jhb conJ 

icience, that w^ have been truly baptjfed into' Cb.ift, 

i'lfv!'".^"/ ^r ?"?• Whilftif iny ^anb^n, no5 
iA«_^»n<V:aM Whatever elfe he may cor»6dt he 
poffcffes, afu^edly flE ,s nonV or H.is. ' It ii my v/ilh 
^nd prayer therefore whilft the truth js to be Toucbt 
>rith mipartiality, that the heart may be enlarged 'in 
Chamy, and ennobled with lovV, without diffimiilati; n : 
for iFwe have the head and tongue of t^eri or of ansels' 
and have not this divine temper in cxercife, we ihoulj 
t?(i but as fpunding bra.f» a^id tinkling cymbal. Thefe 
are truths which can never Be (00 deeply imprefled on 
the conlcience, and inculcated by all who are trui 
^hMrchfluen. ^nd I pray God, that whoever read* tbl 
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following pages may grow more jrtQ this dirpoCt^cn, 
a*^ d look up to Him viVib' giv^th man knowledge, xhsffi 
every frelh acquirement* may be accompanied wiih «fi 
tqual meafure of tdeluyv^rfevoiednefs and love to God 
bur Saviour, and to every fourVedeemed by bis moft 
precious blood, whether in circumcifioh or uncirciiab- 
cifion, barbarian, Scythian, bond or free^ 






PREFACE 

Of the editor. 



"I " Pi 



*HE liberty iwhich has befen taten, in caul5ng to ht^ 
^ reprinted in^ this Cbunir'y tbiat part of Dr. Haw- 
Eis' CHURCH riiSTpRY, \i.hich is contained in thin 
Volume, it is hoped, will not be thought any infringe- 
itiem of the eftabli&ed'laws of decorum. It was the 
defign of the Doftor to fearch out, and prcfent to the 
view ofbis Readers the real fpiriiual Church of Chrift, 
Wherever ftie was to be found, and in whatever cir- 
cumftances placed. This is an interefling objea, to 
Vhich no fincere Chriftian can be indifFcrent, To ex- 
tend an acquaintance with this work, by furnifliing new 
and cheap impreflions of it, or any part of it, cannot be 
repugnant to the pious aim9 of the Author. The Doc- 
tor has divided his Hiftory of the Church into three 
jperiods. The firft extends from the biiih of Chrift t» 
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Theodofius tlic preat The fecond, from the eftabliffi* 
IP^ot of Chrifiianiiy, as the cxcluGve religion of the tri^- 
piife under Tbebdofius, to ibe cdmmencemeni of the 
K^formation. The third, froifi the commenceirienl ol 
the Refothiation to ihd prefent time. It is that part oi 
01^ Hiftbr/ Which envbraces the laft of ihefe periods on. 
ly^ which is prelented in this volume. Tbis^ period is 
^Qve^ed with the lead obfcurity, is higl|ly eventful, and 
tOt IAS is pjfecuHarly intereftlng. * The iinquifiiive Cbriniaii 
ikUI here f2n4 miich to gtatify his ciiriofity, ftrengthcni 
1^ (kith in divine pcomile'st and quicken his zeail for thtf 
^VJ^QCeitiehit 'of a kingdom, which is to' furvivo the 
neteck of earthly empires, the funera^I of nature, and the 
^nal deArq^ioci of all its enemies^ To judge candidly^ 
pi many of the Autbor'a comments he miift place him«- 
fetfinhis fitt^dtiom Seds ^nd chara3ers often affume 
4 vatied appearance:, as (be flacioa ' of obfertatibn is 
(bi9kQged. Had the writer been ^n Attiericai^^ poflibly 
ik remarks refpe^ing fome denominations of profeffing 
f5hfiftians,'and paificiilarl^f' of the Weftl^yan Methodifla 
%0(ild not have been qiiitefo liberal. If ahy of the 
notes be thought impertinent of ufelefi, the fa\}lt mU& be 
|lidl wholly to tiie Recount of the Editor' of this volumct 

SAMUEL AUSTIN- 

WW9»«tER| Jufy^Q^k^ 1803. 
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PERIOD III. 

CENTURY XVI. 

* THE kAPfr REVIVAL OF 
EVA^GEticAt RELIGION, 

V 

MjStORMATWh To THE PRESENt tiME. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



PERIOD III; 

CENtURY XVL 
CHAP, h 

kn TH£ OI9TWARD eHtTRtrS. 

S^'«^^S» i^^^ tolling ATOujgh a long dihnaj nig^t 
«i^5K^^ of pa^^^ datknets, and regions of the (hadoW 
**^ A f^ of dcaib,a beam of gofpclday, as the morn- 
^^^S^* ing (pfead upon ihc ih6antainj$i revives the 
fainting fpirit. 

An. i-o3---i5i6* The favagc fioRbii^, tlie mad 
vatnor^ Ju Litis, and. the EpicOrean Leo,* fat ih fuc- 
ceffion enthroned amidft all their tnfolence an(^ ahafes ; 
and tramping on the proftrate wbrld, defied their ene^ 
mies, defpifed their impotence^ add gloried in the ftit- 
bilitv dfan empire confirmed By ages of fuperftitionj 
and (Irengthened by legions of monks and clergy^ ivbofis 
terrors oVerawed the Confciences of mankind. 



* topik, wfio tucct&vcij fat on the pa j)al tlhrone Shrit^ fiiii pe« 
iiod. The fir ft, under the ^(Tiitntd na<De of Pius 111. heid the 

?' pontificate but al>out a rhonth. Of the fec<»fid, Julius Ii. the aeco* 
ate Moflieiin in h?s £e. Hift. giT^s the following charad^r. ** To 
the ffdioQs lift of Tices with which JutitJS II. dilhonored the poiw 
trficar^, we may add the ihbft favage ferocitj, the mbft audacious 
arroganccythe maft defpotic ▼ehenence of teibnper, and the moflf 
extravagant frenetic paffion for war and Ibloodfhed. His whola 
yoatt^catc was one contiatial fcent of latlitarj tmaak $ nav iijA 
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Kot that the world was quite inrendble of the chains 
in which they were held — many a fuveretgn coirplained 
of che encroachments of pomiiiclt ambition ; numeroiia 
writers attacked the flagrant abufes of the Church f 
fotnetimcfs ^hh the ftrong armsi of reafbning, and Tome* 
times with the keen ffaafts of ridfcu'e, for uhich the foL 
lies of monkety furnifhed ^n ample fcope. Not a na^ 
tion but tittered its groans under the papal rxaflions, 
impoverifhed to fupply the rsfpine, the luxtiry, and ihfc 
ambitious projeds of the Roinan prelates. Unmoved 
and tranqufii^lhe omnipotent pontifF^i iooktd down from 
their high and lofty throne on the fuppliant herd, treat- 
ed their nturonirs with dtfdain, and iheir reque(ts for 
reformation wuh inattention : (uSiciently armed to ptiilh 
ifb the refratiory^ ahd having every engine of prefer^ 
nient ^nd ^eaUh5 to gam the mercenary, to filence the 
troublefome, and to inci^eafe ihe nnmber of their zeaU 
pus partifans. CaiK^n law, long prefcription^ and the 
feverenee eoiifec rated by the character aflamed and ^r 
niverfally admitted, of being ChriJTs victgtrtnt upcm 
earthy furrounded the papacy whh an apparently impem 
ctrable barrier. The mighry pontiffs fat fecure rn the 
exercife of unlimited power, and knew, that whatever 
fedfe& wai^ fought^ mull come through ibeir own haods^ 

ht fulFer Fntope to enjoy a aionect's trariqaiirty as long as h«r 
lived. ; Wc may cafily imagine the miferable cooditioa of the* 
Ckurch under a -vk^r of Chrift, who lived in camps amidft the 
4m of arms* who was ambitions of no other fame than that whicli 
arofe from battles Won and cities laid dfifolaic/* h<t Moflieimi 
fecdes* Hid. Vol«4« p«ge lo. 

The laft, Leo X« facceeded JvLtvs io the year 1513. Under 
bis poattficate the Reformation began. He was of the family of 
Midtcis a man of plcafure and loulif lodiffsrcnc 19 tha iaurefia 
#fieU§v 
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l>e coi^rted as a favor, and granted under ftich condi* 
tion% as ^hey were pfeafed to dictate. 

A feeble atrempt to htm a genera) council at Fifa^ 
by Lewis of France^ and Maximiian the Eipperor, on* 
ly tended to {hew the weaknefs of oppofinon, and th« 
iinpotepce of all efforts to |-eforn[). The Pope, ip the 
mod infiahing manner annulled their decrees, and dif^ 
folvcd their «>£remt>ly } tjreaiir g ihein wit)i equal cpn^ 
tempi and arrogance, 

Leo X. a man of letters, and a roan of pleafuirc, who 
fucceeded tjbe imperious Juliu^ apd prefided at tho 
(^ateran council, which bis predeccllbf bad afieinblcdy 
9ot only lock care, that ppt a hair of abufe fiiould be 
touched^ but prevai'ed on Francis the Fiffl to fa^ r^ficei 
the Ca^l!ican liberties, by fubdituting in place of thg 
pragmatic Jan^ion* a new agreement, cal'?d ihf Connor* 
dat€^ abhorred aljk^ by the French people apd clergy* 
So fupremc ¥^as the pap^l dominion oyer that Bation^ 
mrhtch badmoit ftoutly refifted its ufiirpations. 

The ainaxing prodigality, luj^urV) and magnificence 



and as money m||^e procured to fupply bis extrava* 



^f Leo, began how^r to exhauft the Church's cofiPers; 

^ ^ ling tefoqrce of indulgences wasre* 

purred to, as the mod efie£lua( means of levying a tril;^ 
ute upon the whole Chriflian world, under the fpeciouf 
guife of conferring the moft important fpiritus^l b^ne^tn 



^ The Pragmatfc Sandion was an Edi9» pnUifiied hj Lewia 
Xl> King of France, for the purpofe of rcilrai&ing the tneroach* 
xtients of papal power, particnlarl j in regard to filling vacancies 
in biftoprics and priories. Ibe Concordate was an t^gretment 
between che Pope Leo X, and Francisy bj which the right of elecf 
tios to fapply thefe vacancies ceafcd to be jpopular, and was vefie^ 
Cxcliifivel/^ia the Crowa« 
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Th^ profligate examples of fo many vicegercrnts of 
Chnlt, could not bui have the d^r^ft e(Fe£l& on the cler^ 
gy, whom they fupported in their abufes, and wejre recip# 
rocally fupported by ihciri/ An incrediVle diffoluiioii 
of manners followed the loCs of all divine principlCit 
Leo X. himfeVf appears to have been an Infidel, if not 
in Athci'^5 16 whifch h|s learning did not a Htile contrN 
buie. VVTben the heart is enllaved by corruption, the 
Ihbre ingenious and' fc ieiitific a man is, ifie readier WiM 
he be to find arguments to quiet his confcience, and ta^ 
footh it in the pur{uit£ which he refolves not to aban* 
fi(in. His facerddtal legions were hot unfaithful follow- 
ers of their leader; and as the dhureh and Mbnafterief 
fallowed In w^^ilth, they failed not to ufe their afflu^ 
ence in procuring for themfelves eyery gratification ; 
yhilft the heft informed could, hot' but laugh at the fu- 
^erftitious piety which had furhiflied th^m with the' 
ineans of iodulgeqc^, and enjoy the detUlibn of tiid 
(Ihriftun world* ' ' * 

As every preferment at Rome was venal,*, the richj 
the licentious, and the pVofligate, would naturally he the' 
(irft purcbafei^s V and the higheft oSLces devolved upon^ 
the b^feft, and tf\oft unworthy. ' 

^ The immenQty of the nriendicant tnjjfj^ grew in^q ;i 
burden, which the Chriftiah world could with difficulty 
lupport ; and, as every art and device was prattiled tQ 
ptdcute veneration for their feveral orders^ and to fleece 
"the public more abundantly, the mod fcandalous decep- 
tions were employed, and the grofleft frauds attenipted, 
to impofe on the credulity of mankind. Sometimei; 



♦ <« Qmnia yenalia Rpirioe" faid Jogortha 9fttt bavVi j vifiteA 
that city!' Melancholy thai Chtiftian Rome ihoald be die fubje^ 
pf tfae lame tqppuutioot 
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tbcy we.e deie8ed and punilhed, as in the ctfe of this 
IntVmous Dominican, Jefz^r ; but otteuer the tiickluc* 
ceeded, and the foolilh people cried, t' a miracle.'* 

A^ the r^pmjnjcans and Frapcifcans bad chiefly uFurp* 
cd dominipn jn the fchools and opiypf lilies, iheq'ojiical 
knowledge was funk ipto quotations fpm the fathers, or 
difptites about points of the moft trivial jwpon, deliver-' 
^4 in ail tbe jvrgoti pf kbolaflic philpibp^y. And 
though fci^nce revived in a nutiiber of literati, Iqcb «• 
JFrafmiis, Agrippa, and others, v bo, renouncing tbe r^b* 
tieties of Afjftoileand Plato, wjih ibe barren eruditioa 
of the diale£[ic8,' read and thought for themfelves ; jcl^ 
the current of education ft ill flowed through thele poU 
liit^ed channels, and left the rniierable pupils i^ropingfor 
the waDasbl^nd ; butdening their n>einor^e&\iiib ternu^ 
definitions, and di(iin^iioDS, which commupi^aied noth« 
imi^ pfi^eal knofviedge^ bat abundance of koii<^^u and 
^i^ut^. 

The minidry of the pure word of Cod was no longer 

fo be found. The very fembiance of it wou!d have 

Keen branded as herefy : all piiipus were occupied with 

penegyrics on the faints; the tranfce ndcnt glories and 

power of the Virgin ; the cfTjcacy of lelics for the ex- 

pulfion of dennions from the poflcfled ; and ihe cure of 

»)l difeafesof body and roind: the virtues of thofe of ibe 

reigl boring Church or convent, v-eie furetp be peculiar* 

ly irfiflcd upon. The fiic of j)urgatory afforded an in* 

cxhauflible fund of the terrific ; and^he fafety cf indul* 

fences was difplayed in the mott moving flrains of plain«« 

live elc qutrce : whilft gccd works were enforced uiih 

aU their meriioricus tfficacy, and the buijding a churchy 

CI a cor.vent, or ft me rich erdowment of them, cancel, 

led every crime, and infallibly leiured falvation. But, 

«bove all^ UiC honor of the clergy^ the fandity of ih^ 
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Churcli, ber onity, and vifibility in one b9ad, and un« 
Umited rubmiOion to his decrees : this was taught a3 the 
|>erre3;bnof Cbriftisfn ea^celience ; as it was the cleptft 
t)f heretical prayity, and Ture to be followed with the 
deftruftion of body and foul in hell, to doubt of odc 
ef the dogntias of Rome, or to withdraw a titllf of obe« 
dience from the holy fee and its pontiffs* 

The mJferable people hoiind in chains of ignorance 
and fuperftition, fubmitted to be prtelt-ridden with the 
Uiaft exemplary patience. An4 whilft they were amus- 
ed with the raree fliow of the mafs and proctj^onsy and> 
myfieriesj gloried in the purity of the Catholiic faith, and 
Were led to entertain with (acred horror the idea of any 
aUeraiioa in the Church. The clergy foftered with all 
their art, an ignorance fo favorable lo their empire, and 
carefully watched over every attempt to enlighten thi> 
fninds of the people with gofpel icuih, or %o corteQ their 
manners by divine principles.. The more profligate' 
tbey were, the more they meeded ahfolmicK), and muft 
fecur to their ghodly guides &)r peace a(nd pardon*. 
IChiis the Church reaped the jicbeft harveft from tbei 
purchafe of her indulgences, as the univerfal irnmpraii«i 
ty of mankind nn^de them mpre riecefiary for the vari<« 
«^us culprits. 

But as the darkeft moment of the night precedes the 
isL^n of day, when the Church appeared in the moll 
defperaie fi.tuation, her deliverance was approaching 
from this worfe thyi Babylonifli captivity. We have 
feen, during the preceding ages, here and there a fparii 
ftruck from the Scriptures of truth, that gave a motnen« 
^ry gleam. And though the inquiGtion, with all U9 
terrors, and the flavifh fubmiflion of the monarcbs of 
Chriftendom, feemed to uphold the pillars of the Roman 
fee with i)^tlantean Q^otilders, the utter rotte&n^fioftlK!^ 
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foundation aWaUed 6h\y a bold refolute hand to make 
the mighty fabric totteK Indeed, the filcnt and umio« 
iiccd difpenfciCions of God had been preparing for the 
evecit, hcrweVer to human view iinexpeded and jii<]geii 
impoffiblcf. A Variety of aUem^ts ilt reformauon had 
beevi made ; ^nd chough generally rup(>reflred, the fpiric 
of oppofirion reitiained. WicklilBtes, Albigehres, and 
ai}l the {>erfecuted^ hid their heads from the thunders^ 
which tbey Were utiable to refift ; but they liraited thk 
nurpicious fnoment) and only fought for th^ intrepid 
leader^ and the opportunity to burll their bonds afun- 
der* The glaringnefs of the abufes Was fecretly deplore- 
ed foy ftiultitudes, who, wiihout any purpofe of change 
in the l^ccleGaflical governtnenti (ighed for falutary re* 
fornn^ The diffufion of knowledge, through the art of 
printings i'emoved the teil which had been fpread over 
ail peop!e« The Scriptures ihemfelves were not fo lA. 
acce/Zible as before^ and many dared to read and think 
for themfelycs. The governors of the world, witbotic 
^ny intention of fepafating themrelves frotn the unity o^ 
the Church, were not at all indifpofed to hear of plant 
vf reforcnation^ which tt)ight prevent their kingdoms 
f r^iti becoming the prey of the Roman pontiffs and their 
legates ) and therefore were in no hade to fupprefs the 
^eal of thofe reforming preachers^ whom they fuppofed 
theCTifelves always able to controul t vhilft the pride and 
fecurity of the papal throne too much dcfpifed the mean, 
nefs of its opponents^ and the feeblenefs of their re«* 
i^urces« 

Awf. 1513. Such was the ftate of Chriflendom, when 
the increafing wants and rapacioufners of the Roman fee 
inade h neceffary to attempt replcnifliing her coffers ; » 
^ndfrefh orders were iffued to the legates every where, 
to find the beft qualified infirumentsi to preach and dif^ 
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pextk |He f ich indulgcriccs, which Leo X. in His gteat 
mumficcnce, was difpofed to gr^nt to alt Chrihian ped 
^Icj who had rrioney to purchsife iHeril, for all (ins,paif, 
prcfenu and ^o cpme. All the nfiendf^artt monks ^et€ 
invited to Undertake this lucrative conflmiffion, and the 
JDoimiaic^ns engaged in it with pecii-iar ieal 3tnd afitiv* 
ity. -As the legaies Were only careful abiiit the cndj 
bo>^ to get the molt money, artd little fcrupuloa* about 
the mean^, ptovided ihey led to mis objefti they fc. 
lefcled for this fer^^ice itiftrUmentSj the beft Caicttlated to 
iatpofc upon rhe credality of the Vulgar; mcfn 6f popu- 
lar taienrs, iinblufhiiig eflFronterv, i^nd perfeij; devoted- 
nefs to the Ro.nifh fc c?. Anidng thefe the Afchbifhbp 
of Mentz foufnd the famcius monk^ J^^^ Teiiel : lii^hofe 
craft eq'iallinfs; his impudence, he imclWtoak th'* tafk 
vhh wonderous alacrity arnd fucccfs', and ej^alted the VdU 
lie of thef fdfnfrs which be was difperfing with an elo- 
■^[JJf^ljcfc'v ^"^ exaggerated commendati^mii of the efficacy 
of his ind'^lgcfnces, that could not but proviuce amon^ 
the faperftitY9ti.sr rafiiliitu 1e fnnumei able cufto.xiers. He 
blaioned the virtues of the fiints inf colors^ af the rtiofll 
Iranfcendent glory ; vaunted the rich treafure^^ of merify 
UoW open fiotn the Church's repofitof v ; of which thtf 
keys were to liiM entrufted. He codW exceed all 
wants ; f ipply all deficiencies ; and canrel a'l crime$i< 
He boafted his ability to fave even the ravilher of the 
b-effed V»r;in herfetf ; and affirmed, that he,* J^ohri 
Tetzd^ had fefcued moreJbu^ls frorti hell and purgaioryi 
by thefe compleat'noftrums of indulgences, than Gve^ 
St. Peter himfelf had converted to* ChrifUanity by bis 
preaching. The gaping crowd heard with wOndef (his 
inatchlefs knight of the golden key, aind fent up theil" 
tnoney to the ftage, to purchafe with avidity thefe pre* 
ctous packets of ecclefiaffica) panaceats^ which were la 
fiu ib«ir confciences: at reft forever. 
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■ . An incon^derabie monk at Wittetnbcrg heard with h% 
^ig^a tioii tbefe b)(perbolicai pretjcnfions. He belonged 
|6 t^hc A^uguflifl prdeff aodfc^ hi$ learning and talentp^ 
bad He<^n raffed iq the prgfcfforfHip pf divintty, in the 
kcdiAemy, of that ^ city, by Frederic, £le£lor of Sa](oniy« 
Martim Luther, a, nanic forever to be revered hy 
kvcry^ reaLChri;(liap^.reTorVdd to ^bpck tbts imp^defit 
tnountebank in hi> ^are^r ;, and pot .to.fuffer htm in the 
citv^ where hi held thp divinity fhair, |o propajgate blaf- 
thetpies,^ So oppofite to aJI revet led truth) V'tthotft re- 
buke. He therefore challenged hitn in ninety five pro^ 
poGtions, to defend Hrofelf and his pontifical employ er^ 
whom' Luther dared to cenirure as acebmplices, for fuf« 
feting fach impoQures, and countenancing fuch. abom* 
inkib\e fraiid& aud trnpofitiona on the people. An. 1517* 

. Thiis was' the gaont'et thrown down, and the firft 
blow ftruck of that battle, which hath continued to rage 
ever fince, ai)d, after fo many tuims and changes, ap- 
pears ready to be decided in the final fiibverfion of pa« 
pal tyranny, reduced how that I am writing to the du^ 
of contempt) and approaching, I bo{ie,its utter exQiaf6. 
fibn* 

l^ever was a man more formed for the cont^H In 
yhichhe was en^a^ed with the fee of Rome, than this 
hrave SS^axoh. His facilities were fingularty great ; hia 
memory prodigfous ; his fhind fraught with the richeft 
fiores of antrent wlfdom aWd literature^ to which he had 
a^ddifldld hTfhfelf i but abbve.all be was deeply read in 
t1:ie oracles of God, and conVerfant wfth the befl: of the 
fathers and^ thieit writing^) particularly St. AuguOin, the 
^patron of his order. His natural temper, was firong and 
iraibibtt ; his courage invincible; ht« eloquence pow«* 

<5 • 
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eifdl dsliiUirdice; and dartmg the Hgbtmng of his atgi 
teiemi 0n hjs coiifdunded opponent);. iio d^^^et^ it 
iB^idated iiim ; no dffficuUleH uuh or emcrg^nce^ de 
|irived hitii of feffpofieffioa $ in pcrfeverence Unffatik 
en^ in labors iridrfatig^ble. Rome knew noi th« Mei 
elites in the cradle, that was ready to RrriHgte be 
fiiak^f^ snd it fir (l d^fjpfired ftich iftputem effbrc^. Nuj 
did he himfetf knov^ his own ft length^ oi lulpcd, or in- 
tend the cortfequentea, which would ^efuU from ihh 
ftf)all coRiniencefilenc* But if Gdd will work none cuti 
let it ; aiid any inftrumenc is fufficient^ though it wer^ 
'but the jaw-bone of an af5| when the Spirit of the Lord 
cotncs upon the zppcAmtd Sampfbn. Yei^ thmigh Cc^d 
4lrorks according to thecounfets of his own vvtil, we fee 
'ilow' wonderful)^ he provides and qualities the proper 
fubjeSsfor their peculiar fet vices and albeit, the fuc« 
4eeifs is iK/boUv from hinifelf, we cannot but admire the 
lllllrttmeiita ht cmploySi 

Malignity and hatted of gofp^l tfuttr^ hate not only 
fbggefted topopiih adveffaries, but to riiore refpefted 
protedant, thoiigh infidel hiftorians, that Luther, in This 
oppofjaon to Tetzel, was atiimated- noi by zeal for 
truth, btit mean envy for the glory of his order, ne^, 
tefied by prcferente of. the Dominicans. Even admit* 
flng the charge, the prov'idenCe of God, in oVer-ruing 
Jbutnan evil for purpofcs of his own glory, would not he 
tlie fefs ad<^able j but the faSs are falfe bpon which 
fiich charges have been founded -^ nor did Luiher*s moft 
tnvenomed enemies dare reproach him in that day^ 
with thii degra4tngK fu^geflron. 

Intieed the matter admitted of an cafy tempcramenli 
kadft been merely a difpute kindled by ambirion, be< 
iwecn individuals, or their orders. Leo might have 
licalcd the bitacb^y the flighted conceffions oi modi^ 
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ficattop ; for Luihef difpufeil iiot the power of tfce Poa* 

liff to abfolye frooi all church pumfhm^nts ; and on^ 

urged that {ios^\ falvauon was attainal>k t>v the mcriis of 

•Chrit! alone, an(| the penance performed by the pffenitr z 

lb Ad}% at firft vere his pwn view* of acceptance wkii 

God; but the n^dtier was of the JU>.r^> and il crefore 

not flightly to be healed* The infolein fecufiry of ibc . 

pooriff led him tp ncgleS the e?i(ingu)fhing of jibe 6rj| 

Ipark ^ ^nd vb?n difpute had blown that Ipark into 4 

fiame, all the delyge of waiters Jfrorn the mouth of lb? 

<Iragon became i^nabl^ to quench, the confia^ratipiv 

This was the age of 4t%ute and vioIeDC^. The prqk 
po&tions maintained at WtttembeYg, not only ofiended 
7et2iel, but bis otdex, and all the furious parti^am of 
Ron>e. A bpft rufhed intp the battle to bear down the 
^efpifed monHof Saxony^ with their eloquence^ thar an 
^utnents, at>d cbureb authority, f^iierio) Hpogfiraat, 
JEckiua, zealous RpmamfiS) with osany cthem^ dilpla)^ 
iheir zeal for the Caiholie faitb, and tb^r ablio^rencc of 
its iinpugner : whom they humbly prayed the P^pe la 
commit to the Oames, and filence hi$ blaffpbemies a>^ainl^ 
atitbortcy. But Luther was neither a i^an tp be intim* 
idated, by threatning, or to be bori>jp 4o^a by the vio^ 
tence of thefe envenomed difputants. i^e hurled baek 
vpon them the thunders they darte^ at bin) ; refut^$ 
4heir arguments, and ti^^ted their per font iMruhfoyeretgn 
contempt. Yet to the Pope he held the n^oflt c^ipcBfiil 
language, as a dutirul foil, and! as advaiicing nothing 
>hich he wot^ld not retra^ the mon^nt he was convince 
cd of its contrariety tp the Catholic fattb« 

Whether the Pope thought this one of the many BOiv 
fenfical quarrels, which would die away of themfelves as 
others had done before ; or that it was beneath his dig« 
tkiK^ 10 |iay aueatioa t« fo iocoitfideudble an indivi^liial $ 
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no reply w^s made to Luther's tetters ; and Leo was o 
)^ roared from \ii$ f€curity/)>y tfaeipformadon*re 
pond the Einpierdr M^^i^D^lMn, tbat all Germany wa& 
a 0ame; and' that fooietbmg ix^i^ft be done to fuppre 

Teazec^ witti tbefe renionftrances, tbe |nd{gfiant pot 
tiff qqittcd t6e coucb of indolence, to order to his 6ri 
JTence the impertinent reformej;. • Bi|t Luther, who kne^ 
the coort of Home foo yif cl\ ' to trqii bip[ifeit in he 
clutches^ prevaileq pn ' the £led[or of Saxony, who f^ 
yored^ him' an^ his opinions, iio apply to the Pope fo\ 
the decilion of the taufe in Germany, before the propej 
iribuhal, wbere'it had 6rigihati^d. * Leo, unwilling tc 
offend a man of wbofe infliu6rice'be xf^ghi fland iii peedj 
iconfemid to refer the' msltte^ to his legate Qajj&tan, 
it Augfburgb, than wb6ni he cotild n6& b^ye cfholen a 
inore' improper umpire ; a pomiriican ; the declared 
frieind 6f Tetzel ; and the^^ndtpy ofLilcber; ^ Before 
hirh however tb6 intrepid' iponk pleaded, his caufe, 
and, as might be expected, inflc&d of beipg beard with 
^ ' candor, and anfWered with temper, the Icr 
AN. I5t8. feate, with the ton? of ihfolpnt V"thpriry, 
comAnanded him toabjute bisopihiphs aji 
erroneous, and^ fubmit humbly to tbe pcnancQ tba( 
ihoiild be enjoined h\ta by ihe bpjy fee. ' " ' ^ 

The Ifigh fpirjt of tlje reformer was not ^i all dirpofed 
to fubmif to (uch iijrrog;|fnt diaates } andf convinced hov 
jruitlefs it was to Wafop, and^ how dangerous to refift^ 
Ibe^lehtly decamped ffom'Auglburgh, ar.d took refuge 
in Saxony; lodging his ' appeal' with Leo, vhcn he 
^ould'be'ii^etter informed of the merits of the controVerfy. 

To filence this vexatious difpute, Leo ifiTued his de. 
.creei commanding uniVerlai inhtaait^Qu to tbe authority 
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jfrom qll fiuni/h^ieni tuhakv^r^ xv^ther in thh 'ziwrld air 

that which n to cov^ ; apd therefore forj^jdding ijbis ar* 

tlcie of ft^ih ^o be evcy aiore brp^ghi into conieft.— 

jLuther bad tjjerefore now only to fubmit, ido penanc^ 

or apg^Cf I to a hii^Ker trjbunal. He cholc ihc latter, 

^apd referi^ed biip(e]f jio<li^ ^^f t^^ il^f nip^t ^^aer^d 

^ • ' • • 

The Hope, too late perceived ibe error of appoint-^ 
Sng Cajeian as umpire, and determined to heal, if pbjf^ 
iSbleVa difpute Which threatened to produce perilous 
confequences* He fent, therefore, a new legate* into 
$axony, I^iltit^, a |[nan admirably calciilated to fc-* 
|>air i]q^' breach by his dexterity and bis gentlenefs ; an4 
^eing a S^xon knight^ he cou)d not but be paiticularly 
acceptable IP i^e ele^or and h|s chaplain. JBy hioi 
JLeo fent 4ie co^t<?cpj^ed golden rofe to Frederic, the 
pectiliar mafkof his regard; ^nd Mjltitz foftening dow^ 
the rigid temper of the reformer fey complaifance, en-^ 
g^g/edhim to wiiie a (Vbmiffive letter tp the P^jpe, from 
Whom he received a inoft condefcending epiftle in rc-^ 
tarn. The ftron^eft hopes were now entertained, thai 
ihe matter would end to*the faiii>fa€liori of theHoman 
lee, and this rebellion be quelled, as eaiily as the form* 
er ones : but God had in mercy Qthefwiie ordained. 

Luther ii^hofe vjews bad nqf y^x probably reached to 
any extended reforpiation^ ^nd w)io wopld have been 
WeU iatisBed with the reipoval pfthe gro0er abufes <4 
indulgences^ waf fo won upon l^y the frankneG* and kind 
treatment of MiUit;|S an|d Leo ; that he coi^fented to be 
filent on the fubjcd in diipate, if his adverfarics were 
obliged to the fame : and he offered to wnte a general 
fiircular letter to all whom he coujd influence, revereiu 
tially to obey the* Church of Rome* ^o near to anac;* 
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tommodatton were matters brought through the pra[«. 

dence of MiUitx ; when |hc fury of bigotry bappity 

*^ precluded all reconttltition. Am. 1519* 

^Eckius, the partizan of Rome^ bad challenged Car« 

)o(tadt, the faithful colleague of Luther, to difpute at 

jLeipfic, on the deep fqbjedl of frccju/Jt. 'Xbc day waa 

fixed ; the comBaiants (harpened thei^ we^^pons of coni. 

troverfy ; the champions advanced to the fieid of bai* 

lie t the unive^fity, an^l a fplendt,d auditory attended 

|be Folemn decifion, refpeiling the powers andjrctdom oj 

tht human witi. Luiber appeared a& fe^ond to bis 
friend^ - ^ ^ * , ^ - .,. - . . 

Ca^T(>Rad[t ipatntainedtbat 8nce the fatt, we bc^dnpi^ 
bility Cor i;ood, but what was derived from divine grace, 
JEckius aiferted a native, power of felf-determinijng voli- 
tion, to concur with, or refill the ciivine opei;atipns.«^ 
iThc one was the advocate for th^ fovcrcigviy and tffica. 
ty of gract^i ^^^ oiher foif the power and merit (^ man it^ 
his co^oper-aiion. ^' * \ • ? 

A fccondconBift followed between Eckius and Lu-- 
ther^ on the author itj 0/ the Roman fee over the con/cienc^ 
€S 0/ men. And as was the cuftom of the times, th^. 
difpute was fharp, and leading to dangerous poQtions* 
tckius^ once the intimate friendla now became the im- 
placable adverfary of Luther, and fought to * blacken 
bim by every iipputation 6f heretical pravity. Hoff* 
man, the reflor of the univerfity, land the moderator 
of the difputes^ dared not decide on thefe dH&cult fub* 
jeEts and ddhgefous enquiries. It became a drawn hat. 
tie ; fo both pijirties retired from the conteft with moft 
determined adherence to their own opinion, and pre-* 
tended tfriufhph over their adverfaries ; and abundantly 
more diftant fronri, and embittered againft each othpf 
than when thpy began/ 
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Tbe aniUbIc and gentle Me}andfa<»n was aiiionf xbc 

Auditors of this re&owhed iifpute. H^ bad before ap» 

iiroved of Luther*^ rcriptUfa) mode ot tteatin|; theolo^ ' 

gio- 1 fubjciSs, iY>dthlft gfek confli^ confirtiied bim in 

iVie tetiiiude of the pofitiohs; Which Dubcr maintaiDed. 

If otcvcf afer wards he ranked on ike fide of the reforaw 

i^t!> ; tiiou^h his yie.l^tivg temper^ Wm love of pi^ce, afHJi 

ibme cducsltional prejudiccji r^fpiiaiDgcHurch unity and 

fchiffii, led I ina fotnetimes imo cohceUions injurious iri 

the catsfe ihlch be defehded« Kaluraily of a timbroas 

fpirit, be dreaded the eonfecjuences df divifiou :^ but in 

dh hoof of danger od man. looked death in tne face 

witti greater Ihrcpiduy. He was a tharafler more fuiu 

cd io a pcatisable flatt of the Churchy thah to biiflle 

and cdDlead in the days of difiicuUy and lurbulence* 

As fiobte a nntonurh*ht of faiihriilnefe In tfre Cabfe olE^ 
God and truth bad already fprung np in Swirzerland, 
iKuiNCLius. Though not alik^ fattied vith the Ger- 
ttian reformer, he may julily rank his tqudl in piety, in 
learning his fuper\or. He had from early youth been 
filackcd at tiecftabli&ed fiipetftiiiotis arodad hioi, and 
having; devoted hriDfcIf to the Church, be began before 
Luther^ to explain the fcripttires to the people, and to 
ccnfurc wnh great fidelity, though with bccomirig tem- 
per, the errors of the cht^fch of Rome* His fcicntific 
attainments and ho!y converfaiion cohuhandcd the dif^ 
tinguifhing refpcB of his countrymen, and be was early 
advanced to a flal! in the church of Zurich^ where his 
exauctpk was as eminently good as his abiline^ and li^ 
bors were eonfe (Ted ly great. The very cauies which 
roufed the 2eal of Luther, afled upon hiiti in a fimilaf 
way^ and on the like occafion. An impudent Italian 
was carrying on the fame (hameful irafic of indulgencci^ 
Mid met with as warm an oppofer in Zuinglius^ as Tei*^ 
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itel hjfd ftfand in Luther. Nor was he a man of a 
^ intrepid fpfrit, chough tempered with greater relF-ro 
tnand, and in point ofextehfive kno vred^^* as' it appe 
by bis works pre-eminent. To him SwitaTerlaAd ^ 
thieOv indebted for the li^t oif the gcyfpel ; and 
vigorous exhortatrons engaged the niagifiracy torcafi 
tke yok^ of Rome, and aSert iberf liberty. 

Wbife thuV the holy flame was krnjiled at, differc 
corriers of thp earth ; and ibe, wiles of the crafty, as w 
as tbearni of power employed jto cxiinguift^ it^ Eckii 
infuriate v^ith rage, ha()ed to Rome, and backed wj 
all the influccrcc of the Oominicans and thtc , inq^uifitoi 
carried to Leo hk bitter accufa^'onsagainft Luther,^ ai 
urg^d the neceffity of fiipprefling^ fo dangerous a .hen 
tic by the papal anathemas, before the contagion (houi 
4>read .too wide to admit of ^ reniedy. I^o, too indjolei 
to re&ft the importunities pf tho(e who furrounded bin 
and flattered by thp confidei>cp of the facility with wbic 
^e migl^t filence this troublerome reformer, figned tii 
bull which fulminated^excommunication againft Luther 
perfon, and ordered the ignominious burning oif^ ai 
%is writingsr. Sixty days refpitc only were al)owe< 
bim tp abjure, repent, arid caft himfeif 6n the mi^rcy o 
the Pontiff. 

Luthor^ whonr the gem!^ taeatnient of Mrltitz n«gb 
bave won, was.fiiled with indrjgn^tion, when this, fen^ 
tence wa^ notified tp' him ; and having taken' a. decid- 
ed refolution, hd determined to'feparate froim' the Ro« 
flii(h communion^ and to do- it in the mbft public man^ 
tier, in order to teftify his contempt of the Pope and hil 
Authority, whilft he I'eiiewcid his appeal to the next gen&i 
fal council for his ju^ification. Before the fixty day| 
therefore were expired, hie fuTimbnfed a vaft concourfe, 
qf all raakS| cutiou)^ to be pre feat at fo (ingular a cere^ 
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inony, and kindling a fire, he, by tfae'hands of the ban ^* 

loan^ comcniited to it in prefen(,eofthem all* the Pope'a 

JbuHy ynth. the fdcerdotal code of cahons and decretals, 

as renouncing henceforth ajl authority of ^ome and her 

pontiffs ; a ftep fuited to his daring fpirit ; 

JLK. ij^O. and wife, as undaunted. TenDpoiifing tnea^ 

fures were as .uncongenial to the manias 

i^Lfliited to .the obje£l he had in view. He lyiihed to 

fouf^ a fpirit of refolute opppfition to thefe tyrannical 

|nandate3 ; to (howlhey naight be defpifed with impuni. 

fy : Whtlft t>y his appeal to a genera I council, he intcr- 

efted in his hyot all who regarded that as the fupreme 

j|udue of controverfy ; agreeable to what bad been de. 

cided at thecpuqcils of BaQland Conftance .♦ Thus his 

I'trnunciatipn pf Leo's .authority, prevented not his pro- 

feiliag(ii-in'attachn»ent to the Catholic Church, ^nd rea« 

fbncfs to abide by the impartial deciuons of an unprejii. 

diiced counqiK 

A fecond bull, a$ foon as the fixty days expired, feaU 
^d the ^na) damnation of the obginaie heretic ; and met. 
the f?ime contempt as the former. Indeed fo far froni 
.intimidating the zqaloiis reformer, it (harpened his re- 
fentoient, and roufed him to more vigorous exettioniSj; 
to re fcue from thefe unchriflian procedures a body o£ 
bis countrymen^ fuffici!i4)t to ered a barrier^ ag^inft 
bis enemies, and to form a church tnpre refetnbUng the 
apofiolic mipdel in do£lrine, and difcipline, than that 
vhich he had formally renounced. Happily he found 
a number of the ableft fcholars, as well as moft excel- 
lent men of the age^ ready to join in the noceifary re 



* In the Conncil of Btfil the faprcmacy of the CatKolk rhnrch 
was eft;4ibii(Iicd« To kcr decrees the t'ope's themielrts were na^e 
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fofnfi, to which the weight of Melan5>.Hon'i 
ence greatly coriiributed. The more the 
was caiivafTed^ the more the groundlcf* preter 
ihe papacy were deiefted ; and the iraac)j» and ^ 
ti »ns of its fapporters brous;ht to light, and exp<] 
the people; who received with aviditv the do6i 
the refof'Tters^ and formed a phalanx around 
li^hich defended them from their bloodv purfuers* 
were the princesof the empire^ catholfc an they 
fiverfe to fee fome of ihc pontifical clainns difp 
while Frederick of Saxony, who had embrace 
truih, taught by Liither and his colleagues, affi 
them all the protetit >n in his power^ wkhotit con 
ting, himfelf emirel^ as a panilan« 

/iw. 1519* Charts the Fifth of Spain, raifed f< 
imperial throne ci ieflv by the zeal and favor of Frc 
ic, in oppofiiion to his Confipetiior Francis the f 
JCing of France, was unwilling to difoblige a friend 
^hom he was fo greyly ihdebiled, and therefore, fhcV 
fcard preilc i by the Pope to feize and execute this c 
ing rebel againft authority, Charles, at the rtquefl 
Frederic, confented, that Luther (hould be judged 
a German tribunal ; for which purpofe a diet of ( 

princes dcclefiaflical and tftiipofal affer 
AJf. 152 i* bled at Worriis. ^herc the culprit, femi 

wiih a fafe condoft from th^ Emperor, boh 
iy apf)earcd in perfon to plead his own cadle, befoi 
that aii^ult affembly. Muny of his ffienris, drc'idrng th 
cncbu liter ; fearing hi< own impetuoffry would pre 
iroke dhmily ; and' knowing the f<*v<ige cruelty of hi 
judges, read V to violate the (afe conducj, in order K 
glut their revenge, a:s in the cafe of Hufs and Jerome, 
diflTjade'i him from appearing : but lii& confidence in 
thM ^oodaef& of hi^i claioij^ m^de him coilrt taihci tbaii 
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fhun fucb a public opportunity of pleading the rnuf^ oF 
God and truih : and his courage engaged him ftarteis** 
ly to declare^ that, ^^ if be n et as many devils at 
€^ lA^ornis, as (here were tiles on ibc houtc&, they {houl4 
V not deter bim from hi:» duty/' 

Yet he charmed his friends as much ^s hf confound. 

CO his enemies^ by the firmnefs and temperance of his 

defence, as wet) as b\ v e eloquence and force of argu* 

n)ent which he dilp'^yed on this occafion. Charles, ^ho 

was conopclled to flatter Leo, fought by every fooil.jng 

^ carefs and earneil folicitatipp to engage Luther to iub«r 

jtxh to the Pope, ^iii ivheo he found him indexible, he 

menaced him with all the ^^rath of Rome and the £m«' 

pire. The undaunted champion firmly, bgt coolly re-r 

pUed, that " v bene ver his c pinions were proved erro. 

^ neous, from the word of God, and his condud cnmi^ 

^ nal dgainfl Cbrift or hi^ Church, he would aik nocb* 

*« log more to teflify the deeprtt humiliation ; but till 

^ then, no man bad a right to cenfure or condemn bim."* 

The Emperor, too generous to violate bib fafe conduf):,^ 

permitted him to depart ; but the unanimous fuflfrage of 

the diet denounced the moft condign punifhrnent on the 

obftinate heietic ; and on all who Ibould entertain^ 

fupport, or conceal him ; deciding abfolutety^ that 

the Pope was the Jole judge of religious controvirjy in tJjm 

Chrtjlian world. A tenef fo e^prefsly contrary to the 

Germanic liberties and tbe received conncils, as (hock* 

ed many of thoie who houI<i not at all hi^ve ca^re4 about 

the cafe of fucb an inconfiderab e individuak 

His kind friend and protedor Frederic, who dreadl 
ed the confequence of Lu^her^s falling into the bands of 
his enemies, contrived to way lay bim as he returned 
^om the diet ; and letzed by men in moiks, who wrre 
jfi the fecret^ be was carried off (0 the caliic of Wai^ 
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Cenborg, and bid for ten mooths from all purfuit arid i 
CQvery. Tberetie eiDployedhis leiiore and reurcin< 
in tranflating the New Teftameot, ' ahd kee{>ing up i 
(pirit of hb friecidft by letfters. ' jHis di&ppeariog in i 
fudden manner raifed a flrdng furpicioii of his bei 
inade way with by his'enemies, and tended to incre^ 
the general ddium of the people againft them : whi 
bis zealous difciples' exerted themrerve& ^ith greal 
itiivi y than ever, in fpreading the principles of the r 
f >r(naiion; to whichtheabfence of the Emperor Charic 
ivhom his own poluical engagements called away fro 
Germany, greatly cdntributed. He had indeed at th 
(ime providentially too many immediate concerns < 
importance to hifwlelf to otcupy his attention, abd i\ 
fcimre to aneft ihc progrefs of reformation. 

Carlofladt, the friend and colleague of Luther, durin 
bis retire ment at Warienberg, toolc the lead in the wor 
of reformation : and as its proj^refs Was rapid, he im 
proved the advantage of the influence which he had ac 
quired, and t^.Tolved to caft down tbe images which hat 
been fb long the objeSs of popular adoration in th< 
churches, and to expel the idolairous roafs^ His ov»!j 
intemperate zeal, or rather that of bis followers, is faid 
to have Occafioried much matter of offence, by pro. 
teedin^ ih too lam^ultu^ty a maniier. l-uihcr hitnleij 
ft rplv condemned their proceedings ; and unable to 
lie a? y longer concealed, while Carfoftadt was thus dar- 
ing looppofc the papal abufes, he left bis hiding placC| 
and let h.mfelf again at the bead of the reformed. 

Some have charged Carloftadt with temerity, and Lu- 
ther with ^nvv at his activity, and with jcaloufy left he 
ftou'dfupplam binn in the public opinion. Andnoih- 
jng is more probable than that they were men of like 
'pa&ons with ourfelves ; we plead for no faultier fno% 
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fiers of monkilh perfefiion : but good men at Carles 

iliftcli might expert to have their zeal branded iKuh 

intemperance ; and the fpirit of Luther in his retire. 

tnem might /iireiy be roufcd by a nobler piinc ^le than 

c«vy to return to the work openly, and put hu lite in bm^ 

liand. He might alfo reafonably fe^rj iha* a too pre, 

cripiiaie conduft would irjure the caufc which they had 

egua'ly at heart ; or they might differ in opinion, wub* 

oiix evi). I confefs, I have always l^onored CarloRadt, 

as B zealous inilrunnent in tiie reformation ; in learnin|; 

be vra& Luther's tqual, in fome of his> opinions refpefitng 

the Eucharift, more fcriptural, and only beneath him ii3| 

that commanding populaiity of addrefs which no clan 

^f that day pofiefled like Luther. 

During ihcfc commotions one great charaSer, whictit 

9M defired to draw over to iheir party, confcicus of the 

iveiglt of hi^ influence, maintained a (ufjpicious ncutraL 

it>. E11ASMUS5 whom the keennefs of his wit, the ac- 

^uieneis of his genius, and the depth of his learning, 

railed 10 ihe pinnacle of univerfal admiration,had.btf( re 

J^utber arofc, begun to fharpen the ftafis of ridicule i* 

gair)fl the monkifh ignorance and abufes ; by his writ-r 

ings he had greatly loofened the (hackles of blind vo/C. 

tation for the mendicant tribes, and prepared mcnV 

niinds for the reformation. To him* Luther, MelanCU 

ton, and other reformers, warmly addrcffed themfelves^ 

Jle arifwered them vith all civility, but with the moft 

^ary caution not to commit bimfeU as a favorer of their 

caufe ; though he proftfied to admit the chief dofirinc* 

vhich they piomulged, and to acknowledge, the tic 

ceflitv of a rt form, to which no man had more contribute 

ed by his vnrings than bimfelf Yet he dreaded ^ 

rupture vith the pontiflF; and Battered hivnfelf the ob- 

jett would be accomplilhed by the neceffity of the cs^ic^ 
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Yitbottt vfo?encc. He would have been content wuH 
j.mt conctjjtons^ and trembled ai tbe rude hand of bafty 
fefarn). His (iu 1y and books delighted him more tbati 
|ne activity of a laborer in the vineyard : and hi^ tent* 

^Ji^r iaii^p>fed him from the ftormy ocean, wbicb Ln. 

^ iher d^red to brave. He profeffed a hijjh veneratioii 
lor t lebold reformer ; and though he (banned all mit- 
micv that would have expofed him lo reproach, he did; 
not fcrupe to condemn the injuftice and folly of the 
treat (nent which Luther bad received from Leo; and 
plainly ma iifeiied his apprebenfions, that the emmty of 
the facerdo'.al tribe, more thatl any real errors of the 
m(M>k, was the caufe of his condenarMtion. He dread* 
ed alfo that the precipitation of Lutber would bring him 
to an untimely end, as it had done fo many preceding 
Wrtneffes for the truth ; and that the confequences wouid 
b^ fitai to the caufe : and probably the cowardice of 
bis own fpirit made him fe^r to he involved in the d^n* 
gers which he apprehetided. He maintdined a cautious 
feferve on the ibbjeft of Lathers writings, and though 
be condemned the man, becauf;? the church had con- 
demned him, and cerifured the violence of bis proceed, 
ingsy he declined an! wering tbe reformer, to which he 
Wis greatly ujg-d, and left that honor to the Univerfi* 
lies^the D^m.ieican^, and Francifcans, pretending unwiU 
Kngnef^ to rob them of the gl>ry. In fad, to all eflfco- 
tial d»6Ttrines, Erafmus was with the reformers; and 
fav as cleasriy the necedity of correfting the abufes 
\vhich prevailed in the Church of R >me. But he was 
a ma« of a ftudious turn andtimid fprrit ; and however 
much his mind inclined to one fide, bis dread of conle,* 
q'lences bent him as much to the other, and kept hina 
fu^pended between the atcraBing magnets* Thus, feared 
by bnh parties cordially loved by neither, fufpefled 
by aU| be obtained not the favor of RomC) but was \ph 
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to languifti in indigence ; and he Ihared none of the 
glory of reformation, by meanly flirinking from the 
crofs* A great man, a good ftiaD^ an adiiitred man ; but 
not dlaHng to Uke a decided part^ he rtiiiained ihe viC* 
ttrn ofhUoy^n cdu'iotis timidity. , 

Luther s uandaucm at" the bible had now circulated 
like the fun, ibrotigh GeriDany^ ai^d caii a flood of light 
upon the benighted minds of men* Hid works were 
diffufed through ChnOendom. £ngtaiod and the Low 
Countries received vatt. edification from them- ^hry 
^nned the titbs which had been the; e previf^ufly kin* 
died, ihou^h kepi urider .by the Qrong drm of autKoriiy 
Und clerical tyranny. /The Saxons, and nvany of i^eir 
f^ei^hbors^ had lakcft the liberty to tceforot ihcir own a- 
bufes. The impious mafs wat^ abohfhed ; the coiivents 
evacuated ; and the pricfb chttfe a uife, a filter, tphve 
in the boiy eflate of marriage. inHead of ut^natural and 
trimioal celibacy. The chief of the reforirers fct the 
Example, and were quickly foliu^ed by (hexnuhhudeo^ 
their brethren; 

A hoB of authors now arofe to overwhelm <he daring 
Reformer with their arguments, or their inyeclives. A* 
jmong thefe the eminence of his ftation has made the: 
King of £ngldnd mofl remarkable ; gained by the flat« 
teries of the Popt ^and bis own clergy, arrogant in li$ 
nature^ crireiv a tyrant, and friend to jyranny of eveiy 
fort, he could bear no re fifteftcc to-eflabliftied author* 
itv : withal a bigo^ted Catholic, and only driven by; 
his impetuous and criminal paflions to quarrel with rfcc 
holy fee, when io compliance wiih the Eff percr it pre» 
fumed lo thv^arthr$ violence arid g'aiificaiions. £ng- 
land had happil>, fince the days of Wickiiff, p< fftffcd a 
precious feed that was to the L< rd for a generation;;: 
and the records which remain in the regi{lcr& of the uu- 
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thridian and cruel biOiops of that day, demor>flra(e i 
frequent cbarges ofherefv : ibe abjuration of fonie^ a 
ibe burning of others^ afF>rd compleat convitiion t( 
^ie light bad not beert excind in our Ifraet. Tente 
den^ in Kent, is panicularly noticed. £vefi in tl 
days of Richafd the Second, an act of pariiacnent fpec 
fers the nuTfteroiisfollQWcrs of Wickhff, who preached 
fiiany places, churches^ churchyards, and markeCs^ wtti 
ikut licence of the ordinary, a moft heretical deed 
Thefe continued to afford continual wfl^/^r /or brotlim 
lathe bifbops and fpiritual courts ; and though no. bin 
could extinguifh (he tjuht in Ifrael, the faithful few we/ 
driven into concealment to avoid the dangers whic 
threatened them on detefliion, or if biit fufpedlcd, tba 
Ihey had Wic klifFs bible in their houTes, and prefuoied i^ 
fearch the Scriptures daily. Yet multitudes were fourth 
aJppro^^tng that great reformer ; and no fooncr were th< 
^writings of Luther fent over, than they were read wixJ| 
avidity ; and in London, and many other places, proi 
duced fucb manifefl: efFe6ls, as 'to awaken the vigilance 
and accufations of the facerdotal tribe, whofe craft was 
in danger : to roufe the alarm of the fpread of herefy j 
tod to call forth the moft vigorous exertions to fupprefs 
itsprogrefs* The haughty Henry VllL the ambitious 
Wolfey, and the whole bench of prelate*, united in their 
determination to confumc with fire all opponents of pa- 
fwl fupremaCy : and the King, -in the ahuncfancc of his 
seal, undertook, hitnfelf, to write a confutation of Lu- 
ther's *^ Babylonijh Captivity /'with a defence of the 
RomifhChurch,and the Catholic Faith, This rofal vo'- 
ttme, prefented with great pomp to Leo, procured for 
the zealous monarch, the golden perfumed rofe of papal 
bcnedfdion ; and the great and mighty title of Defend. 
iToJiht Fmthiin which Henry peculiarly gloried. An« 
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I^uther^ whofe feelings were as keen as bis fpirit waa 

elevated, looked down uppn the puny, popifb, monar* 

chic al champion^ and anfwcred him witti a contempt 

mnd afperhy, which many cqndempcd.as difrefpcQfql to 

lAajcfty, but which Luther vindicated.^ No refpefct of 

perfoiis, in controverfy, was due to a king more than to 

iknbchir man^ wKcidafedto btafpheme the King of kitig^ 

^nd to tarnifh the glory of his perforf and gofpel. 

An. 1522. In th6 midii of this turbid ftate of the 

Church, Leo X. departed to give ait account of himfdf 

to a higher tribunal : and left nfs fucceffor, Adrian VL 

io endeavor to compofe a contdft, which bis rafhnefi 

and imprudence had fet oh foot 

.. Adrian, faa^ been Chatles's tutor, and a man of (ingo* 
|ar probiiy. He w^s favored, by. him iu the con« 
4^Iaye, and raffed to the. fee by his influence. He fa«f^' 
%nd J ^m^fHted the difordcrs of the clerg]i^# He made 
fbme feeble attc^n^ts tprefofoi t()em« The difeafe waf 
loo toyeietate. Xefs h^ppv', as he declared, on the pa* 
pz\ throne, ihau in his profeffor's chair at Louyain, h6 
bore the load of dignity with relufiifnct:, and quickly de^ 
yolved the burden On one (tiote failed to the politics of 
the tiara. 

An. ^523. The Diet at Murenrberg was affembled 

}n the ab fence of the Emperor, to compofe the diftur- 

bances to which the feformration had given occafto^« 

Adrian fent thhhcr his legate ; but on his demife,'Clement 

VI. (ele6led a man niore congenial with his own fpirit, 

the fatuous Cardinal, Campegio, of wbon> England baa 

heard fo nfiucb. He breath^ed againfl Luther and bis 

adherents nothing but threatnings and (laughter ; and 

blamed the tardy lenity of the princes, that had negle^i* 

^dio enforce the decifions of the Diet at Worms. 

Tbcy on the contrary, prefente^ a long lift of tfaok 
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griev^rtt^s ; md prohibited all chtrnges in ecclcfiaftical 
natters, itii a genetal toancil iliottid be afleniblcd to 
fiectde the points fe controverfy. A general toiHMril 
^as a word of odioas ctnen in the ears of the RemaH 
pontiff, and equally dreaded is Luther Molfelf. 

It is painful annidft the gtories of the rifing reforaia*^ 

lioo, to record the difpatei which broke out among ih<! 

reformers themrelves^ and greatly retarded 

AM. t5i4<» their progrefs. The controverfy began be. 

tween Luiher and Carloftadt, about ifac 

•«iaft*er in which the body ^nd blood of Chrift were to 

fee regarded ia the £uchari(L Though Luther had re^ 

jefied the tnanftroas dodrine of iranfubjUntidticn^ be 

Aipported one little lefs abrurd ; that Chrifi was in the 

facramem aft^ confec ration, by a trdl prtjtntt^ tf« beat 

in iron when lgnited« This has received the naroeifofiu 

fubfianiistion. Carloftadt embraced the fimplerafifd 

* more fcriptural idea^ that the bread aii^ wine were oDt|r 

Jign,$ ^nAfymioh ; and in this be was cordially fupponu 

ed bff the aMe Zuint;tius^ The obftiiiacy iif LuKh<r*s 

charader is indcfencible* He clafoaed the authority ta 

;df date, which he waf hi mfcif fo a^erfc to allow the Pope, 

fiitteroefs of controTerfy, indeed, ill became fuch t»eii ^ 

nor vaa the fubjeft of difpme worthy fuch a corned ; 

- which terminated in a rchifm, tHihe^fed unto this day. 

Let Qs dirop a fear over human infirmiry : learn by ex* 

perienee to bear and forbear : and remeoiber alwayt^ 

that the beA ^ mei^ are but men at the be(L . 

AAotherand ittofl grievous fcourgearofe cdfatera% 
from the fpreading light of truth. The peafants, griev« 
cuQy opprelTed and enOaved, with emancipation fitXIi 
fpirituai bondage, received a tafle for civil liberty, and 
d€icQe4 maity grofs abufes of the power of their tvi^ail^i^ 
Itical Qobka. And wfao can deny thilfwal oppreffidst 
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were ait ibe bottom of tbeit j»(i compfasmi^ 9 Tvo fi». 
{nous, or mfamotts fiiall I caM tbent, oialecofilenu^ km 
tbemfeives at ibc heaii of ibe trrit^red peafsifK^; and for 
niong wbite wafted the empire with fire and fword* Mun-t A^ 
fier af>d Stori were Anabdpiffl^ and Cwaycd b^ poputar 
iaientft tbe eredtitous mirltiludc to follow tfceir bannett. 
A battle^ m \»bicb tbey were defeated, and tbeir lead- 
ers p^t to death, for a uhlle appeafcd the troubles which 
tibey bad occafioned, though ihe fe£l was not fupprefled 
hy ibe excution of their chiefs, but fub^As to this day* 

lather, ^t whofe dopr ihe Cathohcfi laid every corn^ 
fgiottoi>^ de£^f>ded bioafelf vidorioufiy ; and atidrejBeiJ 
^ inrurgems to fecover (hero by argiaofient^ m Taiir« 
The ftrong ann of power alone cotild fubduj? ihefii. A^ 
fnoif>g this bpil of pea&nts s^l were not fanaitc, nor of 
i)i iDientj<m$. Many were decjeived by tbeir k^rfs 
'^t^d fought qniy exernptiom from burthens top beavy iprr 
be borne. As far as reltgiotts tenet5 enieied into ibetr 
^ie w«, the abofe^ of the hierarchy oadc iherp covet^ aod 
-profef^ to feek a piHer,and tnore a^oftotic ettabliftment* 
^at^ as* in aii confofions is the cafe^ when once the bar* 
fitf of acttbority tscaft dowh^ a delude of uniniended 
evils rufbes in,«nd deiblat^s the ioi\f which irfae refor* 
mers pw pofcd ^o improve* Whilft man is the corropi. 
ed creatute the fcriptures ^efcribe him, it is hardly po(^ 
fible but that offences (bould come. ^ ibe woir remain* 
•iKritb tbofe who give occafion to tbetn» 

An. a5*5* Fjreberic, ihe Wife, departing during ^ 
tbefc commotions, Ifjfi his brother John, the fucceffdr 
to bis domink>nS| and the head of the 'Lutheran caufe*, 
Frederic had always a3ed with fingtslar moder^ton ;, 
ftnd though be pfotefiled the fervent reformer from all 
lib enemies, be did not wholly break with, Rome. He 
iMf^ by^cmle ngietfap^ t% obtain celkf Irom aiU ^ 
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l^jfbrtes^complained of, without a fcbifo) being made in 
ibe Church. John was of a different mind, ScnfifalfJ 
of the pride and unyieiding obAinacy of Rome an^ 
|ier pontiffs, he thdugbt, for tbe (lonor of lY^t caufe, h^ 
could nof take too decided a part ; ai)d therefore, b^ 
Ms own aqthoftty, undercook to regulate all ecclefiaftir 
cal matters withm the extent of hb jurifdi^lion/ Ln^ 
iher and Me(ao6ibdn were employed to draw up a code 
pf eccte^afticaldireBory for Saxony, and iti dependen- 
ces ; and the churches were furnifhed with tbc mo^ 
jPaitl^ui and wife paftors that could be found, in tho 
fc'lace of ihofc who had dilhonored their facred profeP* 
lion by theii: irndfioralities, * or continued to maintain 6» 
bcdiencc to aToreicn potentate. Many oftheprinceci' 
ihd free cities followed the example of the ieledor 
John '; and thus firft a cdmplete Lutheran eftdblifhinent 
^as erefled 'thr6\)gh i confidcrable part of the enipire| 
and th^ yoke of Rome broken* fjorn their rieck5# 

But neith<:r the P,opc, the Etpperor, nor the Catholics 
princiss Could look on unconcerned fpe^ators of the£e 
dreaded innovations. Terrfporal intereQs as well as re« 
ligious ze^l, rou fed then) to concert the means of pre<» 
venting Ih^ fpreading eyil. Thjs concert of the Caihq. 
lies, and tbeir-d^fig^^* were not bid from the Lutheran 
abettors; and they refolded on a "plan of union and 
(elf defence, if the necefliiies of the times, and the at- 
tacks of their enemies Ihoulcj oblige them to repel forcie 
with force. Happily, the political fiiuaiion of Charles 
the Fifth fpfpended for a while |he ftbrm which was 
ready to burtt ; ^nd each p^rty le^ed on tHeir arms. 

An. 1526. A Diet held at Spires, w^ere Ferdinandf 
the brother of Charles, pre^ded, feparated with an agree- 
ment, that'everv prince (bouid order ecclefiaftical mi^t, 
tars in hu aw a dum^iiioQ5| sis he judged beft ^ ti^U a|9^r 
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•ral council fliould be aiT^mble^, to decide ppon tii^ 
concroverted fubjetU. Than thi» leibluiiQa, nothJM^ 
could be oiore fovorable )o the cai^fe pf refof oia^iaa^ 
which only a{ked peace and tolerant e toprofpef. A% 
other providential circumllance bad happened .: tbft 
|ears of the Pope having led b^ni to^embjra^ce the jnier-. 
efts of Franicis the Firft after the battle of Pay la, and ti9 
JForm a jeagtje againit the preponderating influence of 
the iLnQperor in Italy. On this, Ch^rle^ became C0(4 
in the profeculion of the Pro|eftants ; befieged an^ 
took the Pope prifpner ; and amidfl thcfe conflict cf 
the fuperior powers, the poor proieftanis in Germany 
)iad leifure, and opportuni(!|^, to cement their union, .au4 
llrengthen tbemfelves againil all future oppo^actxL— ^ 

But Charles had no fooner carried his defigns in lla* 
ly into effe£l, and humbled Clement to fubmiflion, xba^ 
ie made a treaty with the Pontiff^ in which the dettruc- 
tJon of ihe Proteftants was defigned, ^nd the eitab^ 
lifhment of the dominion of Charles in Germany a 
principal bbjc£l. To'thisend, a fecond Diet was con- 
voked at Spires, where the Eqr>peror caufed the form- 
er rcfoluiions to be refcirided by a majority ; ihoi/^h 
{hey had bfeen before decreed vnanimovjly ; and, lili a 
'general council Ihould be aflcmbled, he forbad any 
change to be admitted from the Kbmifii efiablidied relig- 
iotu Ai<r. 1529, 

The Eleftof of Saxony, i^e Prince of Helfe, and ih^ 
t)iher Lutheran fupj.orters, nobles and ecclcfiaftics, per- 
ceived the fnare that was laid for them. If np alier?. 
tion was allowed, till fanQioned by a general councitg 
|hey faw the cauie of Luiheranifm muli be defperate. 
,They ilterefore entered their folemn protcft againft thi- 
':{eloliitioD of ibe Diet > and refolyed to maijium ibf 
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fifce^nges tliey bad madb* From thn proieft, ttiey ba^e 
f TOf finicf) with aW who rejcSed the papal govcrnmenlg^ 
feceived ibe cienam|aatk>(^ of Fro test aht»» Ak*, 

Tfte Piotctt€nrt pt inccs ©otified to the Emperor, fey 
their afmbaffadors, ihe refolutioiM wbkb they bddadopll 
cd : but Charles, by ^nfolcwlly arreftiitg tbcfc repFcfenu 
latiyes of their fovercrgns, b^d ib^m b^ on they gi>ur4 
againfi the deB^ns formed a^i^dtod ihem ; ftod unite feif 
tnumal dcfer\c^. But alas f the differcDce^ of ppinioffi^ 
which prevailed among thenn^ prevemcd ibeif comingr 
to a de^cifive lefoluiion. And a conference a! Mar- 
|mrg^. to fettle tbefe differences Wtwc^rt ihe Proieftant 
divfines, efpecially on the article of the real frefeme^ 
produced no change in the fcntimen^s pf the difpuis^nts^ 
CEkoJampadius and Zuingiius, oppo/ed Luther andM^ 
jbndhon : and whilQ the former refuted all the charges^ 
Jfoid ^io(t thsm^ to the conviQion of their opponiQ»tSj^ 
im ibe grand articles of difpute refp^^ing the £uchaKi% 
ibcre IS a^t th^ day little doub^ oo which fide the truth 
^as found. But Luther wa^ a nvan not given to yields. 
A^i that cou;ld be gained, was, to bear with each other 
in the points of difference; and Jo wait till God, bjr 
the word of his truth and fpirit, fliould give them clea^,. 
iff difcoveri/e$ of bis oiind in the controverted points* 

The Emperor's appr<Mch, for a mornent, ti^rned aiti 
their thoughts to the Diet at Augfbarg, which he meant 
to attend after fo long an abfence. At .an interviews 
with the Fope by the way, he urged the neceflSiy of 
falling a ger^rat council. But that crafty prelate looi 
tnuch dreaded to commit bis authority to fuch an aSen^ 
ily, and under fuch an Emperor. Clement urged h'na 
^refore to execute upon tbe^ heretics^ deferved \en^ 
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geafvc^f as be<:aiiic a dmifiil fofi of the Cbutch« The 
iMttter5 liowev^r, did noi ^ppf^ar to Charles (b civfy 
of accoaipiaflimeni ; and he rciifiied not tbe injuflic^dT 
condemning men unheatd : his diflatKfadton, therefewe, 
wit^a the ponliiF, wa» ats great a« Clement's difpfcafiire at 
isot (eeing ihe fires fo4r burning the ber«iic& aUeady kiflj« 
lilea* 

Mcalilime, the feleSol' of Sakony, to prevent imTreji- 
tefcntations, and to fn«ke the Emperor perfe£ily mafl^^ 
^ the fubjed in difpute^ enjoined i.uther) Melan^ihon, 
«nd other divined, ho draw up a etedf fummary of tbts 
ProtiiftatJt dotlrinfcs; TWs produci^d the famed Conjtf- 
Jioti 0/ Augjhurg^ ever lince appealed to as the ftd'i>dar4 
of proieftaniifm* In awful fufpenfc both pattiea await- 
ed tbe ttf\i\i of ibis afiembly^ and prep'ated tbeir forced 
for the conteft, wheibel- of the pea^ ibe tongue^ or ibe 
tward^ An. isZ^^ 

- ^Fhe feformatioft had by ibis tim^ made ft woiidefM 
|>rogrers on every fide. 

Denmatk and Norway, taider one of thfe great^ft 
thofifters who ever fwayed a fiJeptre^ had received ea^ly 
the Lt^tberan doQrine. It happened to be, poIitica<tlyi 
highly defiraWc to Cbrifliern II. among other ot^eftsj 
in hts way to defpolic power, to bumble the cJergy ;S 
who had engrofled the weaUh of half the kingdom^ sndl 
deHred to ulurp influence over the whole. To fap tb6 
foundation of their power, he invited Retnard, a convert 
of Cariofladt^ and aftetwards that reformer hianfelf, tof 

* Tiie Ccmfedioa %i AugAarg, dra«rn tip by xkt elegant fcxi of 
Melandhon, confifts of twenty eight chapters ; twcoty one o£ 
which are eiinployed Ir Ihiting the religious opinions of the pro. 
teilantsy aad the reft in stating tho£: Errors of the papacy whiA 
l^tgct the grtmxi ct thtir difftfat. 
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^f fit binfi. Thcfe haid the foundatibns of iht rjcforma^ 
tion in Denmark. Advancing with hafty ftrides under 
tojral patronage, it was alike favored by his iiicceflbr ; 
^nd, in the courre oF a feW years, the. final change was 
atecompHlhed, aiid popery, root and bfranch, ovenumcd 
ifit rbe Diet of Odenlce,, in i53gf% under the reign of 
-Cbnfiiern the Third, and the mmiltry of the celebrated 
Bugenhagius, the faithful difciplc of Luther, 

Ati. 1527. The greaJt Giiftavus Vafa, who, from tb« 
^epihs of the mines of Daiecarlia, role to the throne of 
S^veden bv th« fufFraf^es of his countrymen, as the juft 
reward of his patrioiil^D : not only refcued their bodies 
fruin ihe tyrarinical yoke of Chriftierny but their fouls 
from the m'ore dreadful bandage of popery. During 
hisconfticls wrth the Danes for UJ^ertv, two noble chatn- 
pionjf, OlaUs PctYi^.and his brother, had fci.up the fla'ndl* 
dard of truth in Sweden, and all men flocked to ik» 
The German auxiliaries who ca.n>e to his help, broaghc 
ilTo the Ltftheraii faitli, and bibles Wfih them. And mm 
the bittereft enemies of their countrv^and the partifaris 
«f Denmark and Rom^e were found' in ilje prelatical or- 
cter, who pofTeffed the chief ftrength,^ wealth,* and power 
in the kingdom, after the maflacre of Stockholm, it be- 
came ahrfolotely neceflary to humble their mfolence, and 
dip the winos of thehr ambition, before the liberties of 
Sweden cou^d be Bxed on a durable bafis. Vafa, whob 
feitereft ixaftly coincided with his inclrnations; encouf- 
a^ed with all hi^ weight of influence and authority, thefe 
atealrfus reformers : and, on the fettlement of the kijig- 
dom, the fabric of popery .was utterly demoiifhed, and a 
purer evangelical eltablilhment Rxed^ through the labori 
of Oiaus and bis colleagues.. 

Yet, in Sweden and Norway, they followid a model 
liifferem in governrhent from iht Germanic cburcbe% 
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And prcfervcd the order of bifhops and archbiftops j 
though their etiorrhbUs revenues werfe abridgtd, ^nd all 
"their fortified cafttes and Civil power det^olv^d to ibc 
Crown, the proper poifcffof of them. In Dcitftiatk, ih^ vc- 
ty name of biDiop fell with their fees, ^ndfiifieriMendanli^ 
with epifcopal privileges, prcfidfcd in their ecClefiaOical 
councils. That. theTe changes met with violent opL 
pofition, naay be fuppofed. Men who had to defend 
iheir dignities, their wealth, befides the piejudicc:* (>f 
cducaiion, did not eafity yield ; and often eipofe^l 
ihcmfelVes to violence and opprtflioh. Great altera- 
lions are feldom or ever brought about without very 
blameable a£ls of authority in the ru'ing party. Let n^ 
ihan vindicate abufes in the caufcof proteftanifmj whilfl 
be picdds againd them tn the hand of popery. 

-A^' '539* ^^^ g^^^^ m^fler of thfe Teutonic ordef, 
the anceliot of the prefent kings of Pruffia, folfowiAg 
the cjtatnple of Luther and the lefbrmers, took to himfeif 
»* wife, andfet up the Lutheran profelTion through Fruf- 
fra, Mafdeburg^ and the dominiohs^ which he puficfled 
in the North. 

Nor could France avotd tfee infeQion, tven it 
court, nfiany of the nobility cfpoufed the new doflrincs, 
and a vaft multlt tide embraced the Proteftant faith not- 
wiihftandihg the bitter enroity which j^rancis L is faid 
to have exprefled againft it, and which always ranU^d 
in his heart. Hfis polfiical inierefts cotfipefling him to 
unite fometimes with the proteftant princes in Germany^ 
they Engaged him to a tnoYnentrfry feluffant toleration 
of their brethiferi in France*. But his connexions with 
the Pope, and his own inclin'ations, oftcner led him to in- 
dulge his bigotry, in co'mmtt^fhg the proteBants to thi 
fijmes, and fupprcffing the profeflion of the gofpe),^ by 
ibt mod atrodous afcb ofcruelCy aod oppreffix^tU It 
F 
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If as CO cfcape the fword of this pcrrecutor, that the fam* 
cd Calvin, a name never to be mentioned by a Prot- 
efianc hut with reverence, fled to BaG!^ where he pub* 
lifhed that noble defence of the evangelical da^rinc^ 
in a treatife called ChrtJUan Injliiviei^ dedicated to bis 
. perfectitor, and admired for its iatimt), a& well as force 
of argument. 

Calvin was a native of Piecarrfjr ; he was intended 
for the church ; but, in compti«ince with his father'k 
wifiies, applied himfelf to the law. The reigning cori- 
troverGes early engaged his attention. He r^ad chc 
fcriptures with the greateli folemniiy and diUgence, and 
no fooner examined, than be embraced the do^rines of 
|ruth ; which he adorned by a convt rfation the moft eX- 
emplary^ and promoted with an eloquence that charmed 
liieear, whiitt it carrred convifiion to the heart. Through 
hb labors as well as thofe of Bezd and others, famous 
In their day, nsen of renown, the caufe d-tily triumphed 
in Geneva and through Switzerland ; and ibreatene<| 
the downfall of the antichriRian power in the SK)Uth, as 
ft had already fallen in the North. Nor could any 
thing have prevented a complete revolution, but the u>» 
mted f rce of regal and papal pollers, fupprcffing, by ey» 
ery atrofity, the fpirit of enqiiry ; and ekecuiing, on 
the more zealous profeflTors, every torment diabolicar 
cruelty could invent. Without this the reign of popery 
bad then fallen, and not awaited its overthrow to the 
prefcnt day. 

Spain, the moft ignorant, bigotted, and fcrvile of the 
Roman fee, was penetrated by the light of truth, ir| 
fpite of all the fires of inquifitors, and their watchfutnefs 
to fuppreffi the hrK approaches of what Rome called 
berefy. It even pafled the mountains, and fpread into 
IDaoy parts of Italyi the very featof tha seast. 
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In Switzerland) it triumphed in many cantons* It 
entered Hungary, Tranfylvania, Poland ; and every 
where produced a plenteous harvefl, amidlt the bit^ 
tereft perftcuiions from the ruling powers, and the 
bloody bifhops whofe ecclefiaOical courts were crowded 
with profecunons, and their prifonshllcd ^hh confeflbrs^ 
The enemies of truth and godlinefs pretended not to con. 
fine ihemfelves to the Bible, or arguments which t^ey 
found to be impotent ; but every where had recourfe to 
torments, racks, and gibbets ; the only eiietlual fyllo« 
gifms with which they could aniwer the reforfners, and 
check the courfe of what they called herefy. The 
Church of Rome tottered from its f( undaiion. NotK* 
Sng but the ftrong arm of power, and theintereft whicJH 
ihe rich and proud had in maintaining its ufurpation% 
propped up the trembling fabrrc for a while ionger ; till 
the appointed time Dioyid arfive for its finals overthrow^ 
For a (pace, the deadly wouf d was healed by the kingt 
of the earth, under the papal hierarchy, giving their poiv* 
tr to the beaft, and fuppreffin^ by the violence of per* 
fecution, the rifing flame of the reformation : but ih« 
4ay we hope is approaching for its fall, never to rife up 
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^^AP. II. 



pN THS POCTRIKES Of THE REfORM ATION, AN(I| 
THE UNIOM QF SENTIMENT AMONG THE REt 
FORMER^. 

IT has been often fuppofed and foggefted^ that tho 
reformers tbemfelves were at variance on the mod 
impoitantdoftrines of the gofpel ; and, that Luther 
^nd Calvin difFeied greatly in the fundamental articles 
of ihcir creed : whereas, except in the matter ofChrift-s 
prefcTice in the Eucbarift, all the eminent rnen among 
^he reformers of that day^ xroncuriied In the (ame funda- 
mental truths :— r 

1. O^ Go.d\ eternal purpof^ ^n^ prtiejlir^ation of an 
fUB people^ and thofe, comparatjyciy /few, ordained to 
|ife ^nd glory eternal. 

a. That man had loft all ^hiVty io do goody and/riC^- 
iom of will to choofe it : and was ip \i\% nature, a& fall€0| 
pnly inclined to eviL 

3. That nothing ever did, or cap alter this pfopcnfi- 
ty of the hgman beait, but thp Holy Chpft by hisowi| 
immediaie agency i^pon the fouls of men. 

4 That a finner tP, and can ^ejvjlifiedhy faith 0nfy $ 
and this not of himfelf ; being unable, eitherio compre* 
bend, or receive the things that be of the Spirit of 
God ; and therefor^, thej^kh itfplf ^uft ^»€/^€ gift ^ 

9M* 
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5. That mrU in crcainre il^erc i» none, nor ever cajfi 
be. From iiril to laii a jTimier inuil be layed by grsuqe^ 

6. That the vicarious atopenK'nl by tbiC one obU« 
tion of Chnft upon the crofs is t ffcfclu^l, noi for ihc tna* 
ny called, but for the few cjhpfen; 

Thefc things are ^bat the reformers uniformly heMj 
a^ is evident in the conferences at M^rpxxr^^ bctWeeai 
Luther and Zui/)gtius, Mcianflhon ai d QEco'ampadicM^ 
And nothing in the inliiiutesof Calvin tpeaks a ttrongcr 
language, than the anfwti of Luther to\fcrafmus, entitled 
De Servo ArbiTrio. I (hall produce only one pa- 
ragraph from It, deroonftrative ot the <me faith, timver^ 
feUy conftfled in all the firtt Proteflant chuTcbes, It is 
amon^ our deepeft mileries, and the proof of our fad 
decler.fions, that we, of latter times, have departed frofA 
^* the faith onc^ delivered unto the faints ;'* revived in 
that ^ny in ail its primitive g'ory 1 and thanks be 19 
God, after long obfcurit^^ again rifmg in its brightnefsia 
the prefeni generation. May its great Kcvealer tnana- 
feft his own almighty influence, and caufe the word c^ 
truth to run arid have fiee couffe^ and be glorified 
tbrougbout the world. 

Erafrpusbad attacked Lqtbcr on the doQrines pf pre- 
deflination and grace ; and according to the prefect 
cant of objteflors, he urged, ** Wlatcan be moreufelefe, 
than to publjfh this paradox to the world? namely^) 
Thai whatever we do, is dpr>e, not by virtue of our cum 
JxeC'Wilk but in a wq>y oj nectjftty, &q. \\ hat a v ide gaj^ 
doe$ tj)e publication of this itntt cpen among men, iox 
the commiflSpn of all ungcdliiicfs ? What wicke^d ptr- 
fon will reform his life ? Who will dare to believe him- 
fclf a favorite of heaven? Who will fight agairjft hi% 
iDwn corrupt inclinations? IbereforCi where is eith^ 
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the need, or ihe utility of fprcading thcfc noiioDft froai 
If hence fo many evils feem to flow ? 

To this Luther triumphantty repties, ^If, my £ra^ 
laus, you confider thcfe paradoxes (as you term them} 
to be no more than the inventions of men ; why are yoi| 
fo extraordinarily heated on the occafion ? In thai cafe 
your arguments affe^ not tne ; for |here h no perfo«| 
now living in the world, who is a more avowed enemy 
to the d^drines of men than my felf. But, if you belteviK 
the dJcUines in debate between as to be, (as ind<^e4 
they are) the do6lrioes_ of God; you rouft have bida« 
dteu to all fenfe of Ibctme and decency, ihtis to oppofe 
them. I will not a(k, whither is the modejly of Lraf^ 
mas Bed P but, which is much more important, where 
alas ! are your fe^r and reverence of the Deity, wbea 
yotiroundW declare, that this branch of truth, vthicb he 
kas revealed from heaven, is at bed ufelefs^ and unnecef^ 
fiiry to be known f What I (hall the glorious Creator 
be taught by you his creature, what is di to Jbe preachy 
ed, and what to be fuppre{!ed ^ Is the adorable God (o 
Tcry defe6live in wifdom, and prudent* e, as not to knowg 
XiW you indrucl hi n, what would be ufe/tUznd what per* 
nicious ? Or could not Hcj whofe underRanding is in^ 
finite, forefee, previous to his revelation of this dofclrin^ 
•what wou'd be the confequences of his revealing it, till 
tbofe confequences were pointed out by you ? You can* 
not, you dare not, fay this. If then it was the divine 
pleafure to make known thefe thinbjs in his word ; an^ 
to bid his mefTengers publifh them abload, and to 
leave \]ie confequences of their fo di)ing to the wifdooi 
and provid'-nce of him in whofe name they fpeak, andt 
whofe meffages thev declare ; who art thou, O £raf- 
snus that thou (houldft reply againft God, and fay to the 
Almighty, what doel^ thou ? 3t« Fatti| difcourfing of 
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God^ declared peremptorily, xjuh<m he will fie haritneih : 

and again, God willing tojluv) kis wrath^ &c An<J the 

ApoHle did not write thi& to have it (iifled among a fcv 

perfocs, and buried in a corner ; but wrote it to tii« 

ChiiUian^ at Rome : which W4$, in effe£i, bringing this 

do^rine upon the flage of the whole world ; Oaoiping 

an univedal imprimMur upon it : and publiihing it to 

believers at large, throughout the earth. What cati 

(bund harfher in Che uncircumcifed ears of carnal a)en, 

than thofe words of Chrtfl, many are celled^ Ht Jew art 

tkofen P and clfewherc, I know whom I have ihojen* Npw 

thefe, and (xmilar aflertions of Chrifl and bi;s ApoUIcs, 

ate the very pofitioru which you^ O Erafmus, brand as 

I9(ele(^ and hurtful. You objt£l, if ifcefc things are fo, 

^ho will aniend his life ? I anlwer, wiihotit the Holy 

GhoO no m^n can amend his life to purpofe. Rcfor-- 

mation is but varniibed bjpocrify, uniefs it proceed 

from grace. The eJed and tru-y pious are amended 

by the fpirit of God : and thofe of mankind, who are not 

amended by him, will pirifli. You alk moreover, wbo^ 

will dare to beheve himfelf a favorite of heaven ? I a«- 

fwer, it is not in a man's own powei^ to believe himfelf 

fuch, upon juR grounds, till he h enabled rrocri above* 

But the eled fiiall be To enabled: they (hall be ena« 

bled to believe themfelves to be what indeed they 

ure. As for the reft, who are no| endued with faith, 

they (hall peri(b ; raiding and blafpheming, as you 

do now. But, fay you, ihefc doflrines open a door 

to ungodiinefs f I anfwer, whatever door they may 

<^en to the impious and profane, yet they open a door 

of righteoulnefs to the eied and h^ly, and ifaew them 

the way to Heaven, and the path of accefs unto*Cod« 

Vet you would have us abfiain from the mention of 

thefe grand dofirines, and leave our people in the dark, 

IS lo'tbeu €le£tioa of God* The cpnfequence of which 
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ni^ald be, thtt every man would bolfter himfelf up \^ith A 
dblafivebapeof a (hare in rhaii fi^ivatlonvwhirh i^ fuppofed 
to Ire open 10 afll : and*(ha> genume hiiniiity, and (he 
prafifcal feai^ of God, would be kicked out of doors* 
This would he a pi-cuy wav indeed of ttopping up the 
^p Erafmus complains of ! In({ead of cfofing up iht 
dbor of licentiaulnefs, as is fatfety pretchded ; it would 
he in fa&t optning a gulph into the nethennoft hell. 
Still you urge, where h either the neceffiiy or utility of 
preaching predtettinatton ? God hroifetf teaclfcs it, and 
tommands us to teach it : and that is anfwc r enough. 
We ai^e ilot t<S arraign the Deity, and bring tbe motives 
pihu will to tbt telt of human fcrutiny, but (imply to 
tcvere both hior and it. He, who alone h alLwrfe and 
tB-juft, can in rWlity (how^evei* things appear to us) do 
Wrong to no mad ; neither can be do any thing tin wife* 
1y or ralfely. And this conlideration will fdffice to fi-; 
fence all objeQi ons of truly religious perfons^. Ho wev- 
.er, let us for argument's fake, go a Hep farther, I will 
♦en^ture to affign over and aboVe, two very important 
fcafons why thefe dotlrines Qiouid be p\ib!icly taught : 
tft. For the humiliation of our pride, and the manife(ta« 
-tion of divine grace; God hath affurcdly promifed his 
favors to the iruly htlmble. By the truly humble^ 1 mean 
8bx>fe who are endued with I'epentance and delpur of 
i&ving themTelves : for a mati can never bt laid to hi 
tcutv penitent and humble, till he is made to knbw that 
hii falvdtion is not fufpended in any meaTure whatever, 
<K% his own ftren^th,. machioati »ns, endeavors, free-will, 
or works : but entii'ely depend.^ on the free pica fur e, 
jHirpofe, d" termination, and effkien^y of another, even 
©f God alone* Whillt a man is perfiiaded that he hasf 
it in his own power to contribute an; thing, be it ever 
fi> little, to his own falvation ; he remains in catnal con^ 
fidence ; he ia not a feifdcfpaircr, and therefbire he- if 
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not duly hunnbled before God ; fo far from It, that he 
hopes fofhe favorabte ju?9ufe or opportunity will offer, 
when he may be able to lend an helping hand to the 
bu&ners of his falvation. On the contrary, whoever is 
truly Convinced that the whole work depends 6ngiy and 
abibluteiv on the will of God, who alone is the author 
and frnifher of falvation^ fuch a perfon defpairs of felf^ 
affiftance : be renounces his own will* and his own 
ftrengih* he waits and prays for the operation of God: 
nor waits and pra\ s in vain. JFor the eletVs fake therefore 
ihefc doartiies are to be preached : that ihe chofen of 
God, being humbled by the knowledge of his truths ; fclf- 
emptied and funk into nothing as it were in his prefenee, 
may be favv-d in Chrift, with eternal glory. This then 
is one inducement to the publication of the doQrine ; 
that the penitent may be made acquainted with the 
promife of grace, and plead it in prayer to God, and 
receive it as their own. 2d. Th^ nature of the Chrifliaii 
faith requires it. Faith has to do with things not feen« 
And this is one of the highed degrees of faith, fiedfadly 
Id believe that God is infinitely merciful, though ht 
faves (comparatively) but few, and condemirs fo many ; 
mnd that he is ft ri3tyjuft, though of his own wilt he 
makes fuch numbers of mankind necefiarity liable to 
damnation. Now, thefe are fomc of the unfeen thingi 
whereof faith is the evidence. Whereas, was it in my pow- 
er to comprehend them, or clearly to make out kow 
God is both inviolably juft, and infinitely merciful, not* 
v^ithftanding the difplay of wrath, and Teeming inequaii^ 
ty in bis difpenfaiions, refpcQing the reprobate, faith 
wou^d have little or nothing to do. But now fince thefe 
matters cannot be adequately comprehended by us, in 
the prefcni ftatc of imperfedion, there is room for the 
exercife of faith. The truths, therefore, refpefting pre- 
deftmation iu all its branches (hould be taught and pub* 
G 
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liflied. They, no Icfs than the ether myftcries of Chrit 
tian doQrine, being proper obje^s of faitb, on the part 
of God's people/' 

As I have been charmed rnvTclf with the pJainnefsanii 
fimplicity of this teftimony of Luther, I have produced 
it, as the moft conclufive proof of the femimenis of this 
great reformer, I wjlh it feiioufly to be corifidered ; 
and I appeal to every man of common fenle? uheihcr 
any thing can be moreeKpiicii, or words >efs equivovah 
Indeed I amever amazed^ that any man of learning, not 
to fay common fenfc, can, after fuch plain declarations, 
difpute what was the opinion of the reformers in the 
Augfburg Confeffion, the Helvetic, or the EngliOi.— 
That perfons may difpute the truths which thefe cofu 
tain iray be allowed, and welcome^ No man is con-* 
Arained to believe any human articles of faith ; biJt to 
difpute the meaning of the refortners in thefe articles is 
utterly difm^^entious, and unbecoming literary men, 
j«?ho have read the bJftory of the times, or the works of 
the reformers. I will readily admit, that the dodrines of 
the reformation have very much gone out of vogue, in 
all the protefiant churches as welt as our own ; but that 
does not at all alter the cafe, or give us a liberty to put at 
meaning upon their articles of faiih^ the'very reverfe of 
vhat they inteoded to convey* But, /nrdo narras/aim 
ulam. 
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CHAP. Ill, 



fROM THE DIET OF AUCSBIJRO TO THB RELI0I0I7$ 
PEACE IK THE SAME CITY. 

AN. TN aiwfi|! rvifpenfe, the contending parties awaits 
1530. X e(i the iffue of the diet at Au^lbuV;^, but very 
differeiuly were ihey afFcQed. A flight Iketch of their 
iituation may be amu&ng as inRrqflive. 

Clemeht, the Pope^dreaded a Keneral council ; to 
defeat which ^H his acts were to. be employed. Ho 
i^ifiied not to coippromife the dii^tnity of hisjee^ wbicb, 
having kt itfelf above all controql^ would not ftoop. 
to. be lirnited by any fuperiority, which thefe aflem« 
|>lies ^l^imed, and of which the councils, of Conftance 
and BaQI had given him fearful examples ; but be bad 
9 (enfibjiity peculiarly his own, as he was a hadardf and 
lni^ht therefore juflly be impeached and degraded, as an 
intruder into the yicegerency of Chiiii, according to > 
the canons. 

The EMPERoit wiffied a general council, thedeliber. 
' ^tio>i$ of which he hoped to cpn'roul ; but he h<id alfo 
9 variety of particular yiews. He wanted the affiftancc 
of the Proieflant as well as Catboirc eletiors, to defend 
the empire, and particularly his hereditary dominions,i 
^htch were moft exportd,agdin(l the yidorious Ottonnans, 
who had lately befieged his capital; of Vienna, and though 
defeated, he dreaded their return. But he had an ob« 
je^ flill more at heart, to eftablilh in German ^ hispoyr. 
fr^ as defpoticajlyi a« in his herediury dominions ^ 9tuj 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ IMPARTIAL HISTORY Of |Pf», 3^ 

to fubdue both Catholics an4 Proteflants to him FelF, which 
could only be done by deceiving both, and making on^ 
ihc inltrumeixt of wcakcoing th^Q^her* , 

The Catholic Princes abhorred the reformation; 
and, xealpufly attached to the iuperftitions of Rome^ 
mfhed to prevent all admi^on of the Lutheran tinewi 
into their territories, and to reduce tb^ Lutheran princes 
by force of arms, unde^^ the Roinan yok^ which ih^jr 
had broken. 

The Protest AMTS, not weU united among thenve 
£:lves, faw all their danger, and endeavored to avert the 
ftorm which they perceived gathering abound ibetn,^ 
They refolved to maintain the flcps thc^ had taken 5 
find to advance the work of reformation which they had 
begun. But they were in Germarjy a^ yet, the weakef 
party ; and in great danger of being crufiied By the 
weij^ht of the Emperor and the Catholic princes. Theif 
intereft therefore was evidently to gain time: and by 
Inference of the matters in difp^te to« general (^ouncif, 
uot likely to be held in the prefent ftate of the contencf- 
kig parties, to gather ftrength for the confii8s wbici^ 
tiireatened them. 

With thefe feyeral viewj^ they all alHembled at Augfu 
burg ; and the Emperor opened the diet, when the 
Augfburg Confeflion was read by Bayer t<> the Empero^ 
and Princes, and heard with profoiind attention. A fim* 
i!ar profeffion of faith was received from the cities of 
Sirafburg, Conftance, Meningen, and Lindau, drawn \x^ 
by Bucer J a noble defence of th? ProieQantdottrines. ' 

The Catholics, with the envcwiped Eckius at theis 
head, 3|ffifled b^y Faber and Coch'aeMi:&, produced a re- 
futation of the Proiertant Confeffion : ai:)dthe EiDperor 
ipd, the Catholic Pf ipcga, with the Pope'^ k^i^^ 4?^ 
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roanded the fubmiffion of the Proteftsiints to their dough* 
ly champions' arguments. But as theie carried nut me 
leaft Conviction to their antagoniflsj they requefled a 
copy of tbh pretended refutation, that they niight an-^ 
fwer it. This was denied ; their obedience to Rom^ was 
perennpiorily enjoined ; and filence imppfed on them 
for the future* Such proceedings necefl'arily increafe^ 
their oppofition. They prefented to Charles a reply tq 
£ckius and his colleagues, which he objected to rLteive. 
The Protcftants had therefore only to defipnd therofdye4( 
by force, or fubtnit to the oppreflion^ 

When Charles found them reroluie, he hefitaied IQ^ 
<irive matters to extremities : and an attempt was m^do 
by conferences, between the opponents, 10 fte if no tern* 
perament cuncjliaiory coi^ld b? found. Melanfthon, 
loo conceding, would have gone great len^^ths to pre^ 
vent a rupture, but dared not yield the great truths of 
God ; wb^lll the Papitis urged their party to iniiil on 
term3 impoflible \p be complied with. Ihefe wrre ac* 
cordingly rejefted. The Heflian and Saxon Princes 
withdrew. The JEmperor ditlated the decree, fuppref^ 
fing the changes which had been made inreUgion ; and 
commanded all men to return to the papal obedience, b% 
ibc peril of his imperial wrath : in the execution o( 
ivhich, the Catholic Princes and their party engaged td 
iiipport the Emperor with all their forces. 

An. 1531. The Protefiant Princes now flood upon 
♦heir defence, and feeing, remonflrance in vain, met at 
Smalkald, and formed a (blemn league fcr the fupport 
of their liberties, in v»hich they earncflly invited all ihoft! 
^o unuc, who had caft off the tyrdnny of Rome, at d 
vifhed to prefcrve their bfC(hren from being compelled' 
to return to the houTe of their prifon. Luther was a. 
y^ifip to the way of arms ; but the necelliiy of the c&lc 
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compelled his confent ; though the bigotry of his fpirtl 
t^xcluded Switzerland and ihe cities, which had prefent* 
ed their conrefBoq of faith by Bucer, from the league. 

The ele^ot^ of the Palatinate and Mentz, dreadedl 
the approaching rupture, which now feemed inevitable 
in the Germanic body ; and endeavored to reconcile 
the parties, or at Icait to fufpend the fatal blow. And 
fuch was the £mp?ror*s GtUdtiop, that he was compelled 
to lend a reluflant ear to the propofal of withdrawing 
his decrees. The Turks tbrej^tened Germarxv, and th^ 
Proteftants refufed all affiRanqe, till the edi£l3 of Worms 
^nd Augfburg were recalled. Nor would they ratify 
the fucceffion of his brother Ferdinand to .the imperial 
throne, notwithftanding his majority of votes, but on 
this condition. Necellity bends the moft obOinate pol* 
itician. Charfes, to carry thefe two points, was obliged 
to ) ield, and: leave the Lutherans to themfelves, till the 
promifed council (hould affemble to fettle the dijSeren* 
ces in religion. An. 153a. 

The great fupport of the Proteftant caufe, the faithful 
Saxon, foon after departed, and left his ele^orate to hit 
fon and facceflTor John Frederic, equally zealous ^^rith 
his father, but horn for adverliiy. The peace obtained 
was highly advantageous to the caafe of Lutheranilm, 
which many A^its now openly avowed, who had been 
before reftrair\ed ,by appcehenfions of lh.e imperial de- 
crees. And Clement, though urged by the Ertiperor, 
ftill temparifin^, contrived to ftaye o^ by evafions, the 
anTembling a general co^ncij, \^hich he fp much dread- 
cd ; and died b.fore any pjace could be fixed upon a* 
greeable to the feveral pirties. An. 1534. 

During this interval of fufpenfc^ events bad bappeiv^ 
^4 of the mQll important kind. 
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Henry the £tghth, after a long rolicitation at Rome 
JFor a fentence of divorce from hi^ Queen Catherine, in 
order to marry Anii^ Biiley n, weaned with the tricks of 
ihe legate Campe^jio^ ard the dupiicity of the Pope, to 
the gir€at joy of the Proielbr^tsi ihrew off the papal au- 
thority alto^ethen The Pope had folcmnly piomifed 
the King of Fra rice, that if Henry wou'd fend his fub- 
iniffiqns to the holy fee, he would fandlion the divorce ; 
crpecialiy as ail the univerfciie* had coricurred in their 
fuffrages of th(i urilawfulncfs of ih.c king's marriage with 
his brother's widow; But as ihe was the hear reUtioii 
of the Emperor, and her caiife wartiily efpouled by bimj^ 
the Popfc, who dreaded the Ernperoir's relcntmcnt, and 
liad promifed him to fiipport the ^ueen, Wis in the 
tnoll unhappv dilemma. Clement cared neither a^ 
bout the lawfulr^eis or unlawfulnefs of the inarriage^ 
and had as little thought about religion in the matter, sis 
the King, of confcience, noiviithftandirig all his pretend- 
ed fcruples. impatient at the dela)s, and irritated with 
the repeated deiej^tions praQifed upon him by the le* 
gates, fent to protraS the affair, Henry thteatehed tb 
withdraw himfelf and kingdcim totally frrim the papal 
jurifdiQion. Clement would fain have flill temporiied, 
and kept the matter in obeyance; but pufhed hard by 
the imperialifis, he pronounced the fatal fentence of 
the validity of the marriage^ %iith the dire threats of a"* 
nathemas, if the King was refraQory. Two days after^ 
the King's fubmiffion, which Clement had required, 
reached Rome. It bad happily arrived too late. The 
Pope dared not- rt I J aQ, for fear of the Emperor; afid 
Henry was a man of too violent a temper to be thus in- 
fulted. He withdrew himfelf therefore and his kingdom^ 
wholly from the papal dominion ; and to the great joy 
of his fubjeQs, efpec ially the favorers of reformation^ 
cut off ail iniercourfe with Rome; which his parlia« 
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tticnt confirmed i and conferred on their monarch the 
fttpremacy in Churchy as well as Siaie; Bi« it moll 
not be imagined that Henry became a ProteRant^ by 
rtafing tOt be a Papifti No, be was exatily the fame 
unprincipled tyrannical de^ot as beforehand as dirpofei 
toperfecute Proteftant as PapiH, who dared tofwcrvc a 
half frdm his decifions* 

Af^. 1533* ^ King oF adiflferertt foft^ John of 
i^eyden, figured up in the theatre in Germany. He 
was a taylor by trade; and fetting himfelf at the head 
of afenaifc mulntude^ feized on the city of Miinfterji 
where he eretied what his deluded followers called the 
New Jerusalem, over %vbich he preCded. But thi* 
newly ereQed throne, eflablilhed in blood and tumult, 
was of (hort duration; and ended in \he capture and 
execunon of the monarch and his minifier.* ; and the 
difperfion of the rabble which followed him. They 
were of the Anabaptift feft ; at that time remarkable 
for turbulence, though fince fubfidedinto a more peace 
able fpirit* 

The Emperor, finding his efforts to obtain a general 
council, which would be at all fatisfaflory to the Ger- 
man Princes, conftanily thwarted by the crafty Pimnffs^ 
tefoSved to attempt fettling matters himfelf, in a diet. 
For this end he ordered a con£ rence at Wormsbciween 
Melan6lbon and Eckius, for feveral d^ys ; buiThe dis- 
putants appeared as far from each other as ever : and 
when affembled afterwards, at the diet which met at 
Ratilbon, no final decifion could be 'concluded. The 
Pope by his legate, propofed Trent for the place of the 
affembling thecoancil. The Proteftant princes objected 
to the place, as well as totbe papaJ claim of fummoni»;g 
the perfons who fhouSd conttitute that body ; which^ 
they complained, mull in that cafe be partial : but, as ibe 
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Emperor and CaihoJic princes confehicd, the letter* pt 
convocation were iiftied. The PrbjeftanU ^rcfufed id 
fubmit) and Charles, who had now. fupppfed himfclf a^* 
blie^ decertnined to cbmpel th^m. Both fides j^teparea 
for t^attle. Amidil the dinof preparations, the great re« 
former Liither doled his c>es : deploring the rniferies^ 
be feared, and exhorting to prayer, patiei\cej and tuutu* 
al forbearancie, as the chotceil weajpons Qf out warfarCt 
J(Vn. 1546; 

., He was indeed tak^n away from the civil to tome'^ 
The council of Trent aflemBled. . The Proteftants dif^ 
claimed ^heir authority. The Etnperor prepared tp 
Enforce therr decrees , by afm.3. The $axbn KleQori 
iand the Printe of HciTe, boldly fircvehicd Him; ana 
penetrating into Bavaria, were ready 10 force the jbmpe* 
l^or in his, carnp at InjgoUUdt ; whet) the tfeacJieroua 
Maurice, the nephew of the EleQoTi debauched by the 
protnire of the £iecloratc, and yielding to the chvingi 
Qf cricninal anibitioh, fell upon Saxoriy, and cpmpellea 
John to retire. frooi Bavaria, in order to defend bisowii 
dominions^ t^urfiied ,anci fuirrounded in his retreat ; 
deferted by ^ corifiderable part of his army ; and coni^ 
pelled to fight at difadvantage ; he toft t^ie battle of 
Muhlberg and his liberty together. . And Philip of 
lieQe, his coadjutor, perfuaded by his Ton in-law, Mau« 
irice, to caft himfelf upon the fcmperoir's cleriiency, uiili 
prbnfiifs^ of favor^ and prefi^rvatton of bis, efiates, wai 
detained prifoheir, in breach of the ihoR foiemn engage*- 
ment; it is faid, by the ftititerfuge of a German Word 
inferted in. the agreem.ent; which would, if true, have 
bnly added the greateft meahnefs to the oioft perfidious 
Conduct. Ah. a^47* 

The Proteftaht caiiPe now, to huinan view, appeared 
icfperate; The £mperor| with ain armys overawed the 
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diet. Maurice, gained bjr the Emperor, with the Pro^ 
tenant leaders, confented to fubmit to the decifions of 
Trent ; what they would be, it was impolBble to doufat« 
But equally vain are counfel and might againft the 
Lord, He can take the proud in their own devicea^ 
ftnd diPappoint their purpo(es by the very means plaiu 
ned for their accomptifliment. 

The plague breaking out at Trent^ a few fathers 
went to Bologna, and the reft dirperfcd : nor could all 
the rcmonftranccs of the £mperor engage the Pope to 
bring them back again« Vexed to (he heart at thefe 
tricks of papal management, Charles refolved to mortify 
the pontiff, by (hewing him that he could aO; without 
him. He caufed therefore 9^Jormnlary to be drawn upi 
fuch as he hoped might be accepted by both parties^ 
liecaufe the .expreHions were To ambiguous, as th^t 
each cntght give it their own iiiterpretaiion : adding 
fome conceflions to the Proteftants, refpeSing the fac- 
rament in both kinds, and the marriage of the clergy^ 
Hereupon he called a diet, read the decrees which hit 
tiad ordered to be prepared, and without any (uffrage 
«f the princes, enaded this as the rule, till a general 
council (hould oiherwife direfl. Hence this decree re- 
ceived the name of the In rERiM, as it was merely de« 
figned to be a temporary expedient. 

Am« 1548. As is often the cafe, what was intended tp 
fatbf^ both parties, pteafed neither. The Papifts ex- 
claimed againft the authority affumed without the 
Pope ; the Prokfiants complained that all the eifentiab 
of popery were left in full force. 

The politic Maurice faw through the defigns of 
Charles, and his intention of ere€lfng his fovcrcignty,onf 
ihe fattoiiliattoii of Ibe prioce&i He was glah of aa opi^ 
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pononity of redeemiog bis credit nrhh the Proteftanl 
powers, among whom, he ftill in profefiion numbered 
kitnfetf ; and he was particularly provoked by the im^ 
prifonment of bis faiher-inia-w, the Prince of Hefie^ 
vbom he had unintentionally betrayed, and whom 
« Charles refufed to releafe* When, therefore, on the 
death.of Clement, and the fucceflion of Julius, Chartei 
liad prevailed on the new pomiiF to reaifemble the 
eouncil at Trent ; and with his army compelled the 
diet, held at Augfburg, to engage themfelves implicirly 
to obey their decrees, Maurice dared to qualif) his* 
confent with conditions, judged fo derogatory to thef 
papal authority, that the Archbifhop of Mentz refufedi 
\D enter tbem on the legifter of the diet. 

Meantime, the ProteRants, at the clofe of the diet^i 
commenced their preparations for whatever might bap-^ 
l^en. The Brave reformers, with Melan^bon an<l 
3redtius at their head, drew up their confeffions oi 
faith to be prefented to the council ; atid Maurice, who 
merely meant to amufe the £mperor by apparent lub^ 
Bftiffion, prepared for eSfeftuaily refifting his ambitious 
projects. For Charles was no more Catholic, than it iM 
to be feared Maurice was ProteRatu ; but intended, im 
the council, which he fuppofed bis prefent uncon^ 
trolled power could dire£t, not merely to bumble the 
princes of the empire, and the Proteflants efpecially^ 
whom he mod feared, but atfo to fet focb limits to the pa« 
pal jurifdiflion, as would prevent the Pope frcm inter- 
fering with, or interrupting his fcLemes tor fecuring the 
lame defpotic power in Germany and Italy, after whick 
be afpired, as in his own hereditary dominions. 

In the midft of this imaginary triumph, and felf con* 
fident fccurity, the Fmperor was (Urprifed at Infpruck^ 
^itb tb$ fudd«Q approach of a mighty army imoei Mau« 



Digitized" by VjOOQIC 



^ IMPARTIAL HISTORY Of {f^.^ 

|icc ; who had fecretly leagued wUb him many Ger^. 
fnan {Princes, and tiaie, king of Fraiice : aqdrufhed upon^ 
the unfu^eding m^onarcb. A& ^e had no equal army; 
|o oppofe, and was himreirin danger of being taken priJU 
oner, het ^a& glad^ %o obtain hU fa£e(y by thd pacific a^ 

Tio^ o| Passau ; containing a folemii 
AK. 1552. grant of perfeaiibehy lb the prince*, andt 

the^ Krotedant caufe. The Interim^ waa 
revoked; alLedid.s againfl tbe Lutherans annulled ; thef 
prifoncrs fet at liberty ^ and, all wk^o bad fuffered for the. 
lieauuc of Smalkald, le inftated in their honors and poL 
fefliohs : and a certain number of Lutheran^ acUnitteil 
into the Icouncirchambcr of Spires, where juftice inii^^ 
^partial fhpuld be henceforth nqtiniliered to Parotefiant^^' 
as to C^ihoUcf* ^ : - ^ " * ^ • • ' '» 

Thus the very man on whonfi Charles had depended^ 
for the entire fubverfion of the Lutheran caufe, becafne( 
its firmeft bulwark, and eOablilhed it upon a bafis which 
couldho oiore be overturnedv ^ ' 

A djet was to be held to confirip all thefe, roncct 

Jons. After various delays iif affembied at Augfburg ^ 

jjnd iberc, aficr long del iheraiions, the equitabie condiJ 

lions were adjuftcd, which received thc^ 

AN. 1555* name of the rkliciuus peace. Th^ 

Prbtcftants weredifcharged from all papal^ 

joriCdiQion. The itntes and ftee cities w^re to be uii* 

fn'>le(tecl, in whatever ecclefiaflical ellAiblilhment they 

chofe 10 form— animofiries \vere to ceafe— no perfecu-i 

lions to be admiitedon account of religious opinions— • 

and, whoever attetnpicd to violate aiiy of tbefe article^ 

w* to be treated as a diflurber of the puljlic peace,' 

Oh that men might always be as realonabici^^i^ac^dbk^ 

jmd tolcram I , "^ 
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It is a Gngvilar eyent, and fupported by firong autl)or^ 
hyy thai this encmv ofrfhe Proteltants, wbo h^d repeat* 
ediv brought iheir caufe to the very ver^e of ruin, is iup* 
pofed to baye died in the faith he fo loi.g pcilecuicd.— 
Wearied with royalty arid ihe toils which bad worn hioi 
down, Charles V. wiDied fo end bis days in bply reiitc- 
fitent. He refigned his hereditary doittiDions pf Spain 
and the Netherlands, iq bis fon, Philip, and procured 
the empire for bis brother Ferdinand. He bad iborough. 
ly t>ecn converfant with the fubjeSs in difpuie,and in 
the Glenceof folitude, the abfenc^ of tumultuous ^ngagc 
Oients, and the approach of death, the (biemn refledions 
tipon thefe important truths, whjcb he had lb ofteit 
heard debated, led him to different - apprehenfiona re. 
fpeflmg them, from ihofe he bad before entertained. 
His dearefl friends, and the companions of his retire- 
inent, were feized by the inquifitors, the moment tbdr 
royal matter clofed his eyes. His preacher, his confeC 
for, his favored biihop of Tortofa, wiib many others of 
inferior diBin£)on or domeflics, expired in flames or 
torture, the vi8ims of that bloody iiibunal, and of the 
cruel Philip, the unworthy fon and fucccfibr ofthi* 
inightv monarch. The vengeance they* were prevented 
from infliding on the mafler, fell on his peculiar favor- 
ites, and fpokc the caufe of offence. 
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CHAP. IV- 



TBX FftOORfiSS: OF RSFOKMATIQU. 



THE hope With which Henry the Eighth had inrpir; 
ed the Prote{lants, was greatly dt (appointed. He 
|iad feparated from the Pope, but not from popery^r 
And though the excellent Cranmer enpyed his favor^ 
and was fupported by hioi againft his many enemies, thtf 
Caufe of truth dared not lift up its head. The iron rod 
of power held down every bold fpirit, which prefume4 
to difpute the king's fupremacy, or infallibility, juft as >ha 
Pope'$ before. It is painful ta record the tragedies 
performed by the malignant Gardiner and Bouoer^ 
whofe compliance with the king's caprices^ flill left 
them power to perfecute to death, thofe who prcfumed to 
advance farther in reformation than his pleafure allow ed« 
Even Cranmer often held a precarious exiftence. Yet 
the authority of the Clergy was greatly reduced ; and 
the tranttation of the Bible, by Tyndal, afterwsgrds a no<« 
ble martyr, contributed to open men's eyes. Having 
fled his country to efcape perfecution, he finifbed and 
publifhed his work at Antwerp, and thence, difperfed 
the copies in England ; which, wonderfully fpread the 
light of truth. The number of minifters and peoplei^ 
vho, through the writings of the reformers, had embrac- 
ed the evangelical do6lrines, was great : and fome of 
them, as the excellent Bilney, by whom Latimer wat 
converted, with Frit'^, and other worthies, feH vi£timA 
to epifcopal perfccution, and died in ftam,c$^ 
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Ah. i546« Happily^ the death of thi« inhufftah at>d 
capricious inonarcfa opelied a more pteafing profpcO. 
* £dwafd VI. his fon, though Very ^oting, had drank 
deeply ttito the principles of the refortnauon, under ihc 
4uition of the faithful Crantner^ who, during his reign 
chiefly guided ecclefiaflicai fnatters^ and frlled the fees, 
^iih men of (ingvilar zeal and piety, as Ridley, Latinaeri 
and others. The motley tnixture of the former reiga 
liow gave place to a more perfeft refotm ; and became 
4iearly fuch, as the Chtirch of JEngland ftill profeffes, 
But the prelates, who had maintained their attacbineDt 
to Rome under the former fovereign, and conformed 
Ht^ith reludance to the changes fince edablifiied, waited 
impatietitly for a retutn of the old religion, as Edward's 
feeble hcaith declined, and ptomifed a fpeedy demife. 
A ikon reign of felicity to the Proteflant caufe, wai 
fiicceeded by the acceffion of the bloody JMary, with 
her popifii advifers. Vet, had the caufc of triith fo firm* 
iy fixed ufelf in the land^ that all the fires l^indled id 
Smithfieid^ at Oxford) or clfewhere, were unable lo 
confume the feed of the faithful ; though they deftroyed 
many great and eminent individuals. Cranmer, Ridleyi^ 
Latimer, were configned to the flames; but their blood 
|>roduced a plenteous increafe. 

An. 1553* Mary was a bigot and dupe to the 
popifh party. She thought to avenge her mother'^ 
quarrels, by facrificing every proteftant to her refem- 
ments ^ but the reformation had taken fuch root ^s not 
to be eradicated. Though the chief men in church 
and (late were generally fwayed by their interefl^ to em- 
brace the courtly religion^ a noble army of martyrs, 
biffaopj;, prieOs, and laymen, chofe rather to die for 
Cbnft, than commit idolatry, and countenance fupcrflr- 
tbn« Hapjdly for the nation^ though the inilchief d6ne 
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in a fiiort time was abundant. Cod put a period to Ma* 
ty's b, oody reign, and the crown devolved on Jbliia* 
lietb^ the daughter of the unhappy Boleyn. She iri« 
berited a portion of ber mother's goodnefs and proteiian* 
* tifm, though with a great mealure of ber fathet's 4c£» 
jECiiifaia Ak. 1558; 

iREtANtf, which had long b^eri as the Satellite of th« 
fiiperivjjr planet; arid followed her revolutions, had fhar* 
edin all the ftrugsiles ind all the bleffia^s of ibe refor-. 
fiiation; Under Edward, and the excellent Archbilhop' 
of Dublin, Brown^ the Proteftant caufe had complete- 
ly gained the afcendant ; tboiijih the wiidemefs of t^i^ 
country left the provinces ditlant from the capital, over- 
run with popery, as thcv are ta this day. On Mary's 
acceffion, the fit^e of perfecution be^ari to kindle j but 
tiearer corlcerhs at home tad the afFiirs of Ireland mtd 
the back ground. At laft i asealous Romtanift, a Dh 
CoiiE, vf3Ls difpatehed with a full canilmrifion, li^e Paul^ 
the petfecutor, going to Damafcu^, to fpread Qaiighter 
.over the <ievotcd proteftants« On his journey, being 
naited upon bfv the Mayor of Chewier, he Cduld not 
whhhoild boailing of the charge conomiited to him,^ an4 
producing from his baggage a foil ; *^ This;" faid hej 
^ Ihail lafh the hereticN of Ireland into obedience."— ^ 
. The good woman of the houfe, wheri^ be lodged* h^ard 
and tr.crmb'ed ; but acute in her wits, as zealous in the 
caiife^fhe refoWed to pKiy the Do£ior a. trick: ; arid as he 
attended the Mayor to the door^ and heft hh , loaded 
loHtipnn the table, flic whipped up, arid inttead of the 
commilfion, flie put into its pl^ace a pack of cards wfaps. 
f^d Irke it, with the knaVe of clubs fa/ing the back. 
The do6kor, as foon as the packet was readV for failin^j 
paffed into Ireland ; and in all the pomp of an meruit 
itor^ appeared befo^re the lotd lieuicnatit ai^d j^xiyf 



Digitized by 



Google 



CkiTT. if(6.1 tm CMtJitCH of CHRIST. $$ 

toancii ai the cattle, ready to enter 6n bU office. The 
Secretary being Called upon to open and read hh ccmi^ 
iniflOidn, he was as much Tarprifed as the Do3or wad 
Confounded, to find nothing but a pack of cards, and 
ihe knave of clubs facing him. The ridicule of the 
fcenemay be eafily imagined* The tord lieutenant 
4ind privy council cou^d not authdrife any procecdinj^ 
^ithodt a new condtmffioh ; and defiring the Db^toi* 
lo i^eturn to England, ai)d haflen back, hejoCuiarl)r 
faid, that in the interim he would fhuffle the card«« 
But before the buGnefs was dirpaiched, the Queen de* 
{>Arted to give an accodnt of hcrfelf to Godj^ and this 
DoQot was left whb the knaVe of ctubs; 

ScdTJLAlrrf coul<J not fail of iitiibibing the fpreading 
;tontagion. The Scotch^ always warlike^ and men of 
•acute minds, had many of them returned from the for- 
eign countries, where the reformation had been intro. 
^uced, and brought to their native land the books and 
tenets of the reformis^rs. Long had the truth flfucgle^i 
againft the power and Craft of popifh ivranny ; and tna. 
toy a riiartyr, and ntany a confeffor confented to go to 
prifon and to death, rather than abjure the faith once 
delivered unto the faints. Not monarch had yet at. 

tempted to bresrk the yoke, and the prieib- 
AN. i555^. hood was triumphant, till the intrepid fcnox 

arofe, rude as the bleak climite which gave 
him birth. Ha^vmg formed vhb Calvin, at Geneva^ 
the (Iricleft friendihip, and adopted all his opinions reC 
pefling church government, he returned to his native 
ladd ; and wieh his rough eloquence, and hardihood 
that knew no fear, he bore down alf oppoGtion, overturn- 
ed the whole popiih hierarchy, and eftablifbed iht- Prcf- 
byterian government in its fie^dj to which the cbu^rch^ 
of Scotiand ftiil adheres. 
1 
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The Beloic Provinces being nearer the fcenc of 
aSi >n, ear V received! the light of gofpcl refbriiiatitm ; 
tiid n(>ne fufFcrred more feverely for ihcir adherence im 
the faith, than that afflicted Count! y. The lohdur.te 
bi^ot, Phi'ip, rcfolved lo extirpate all who refufed fub- 
jedion to Kome. The bloodv inquifition was fei tip in 
the provinces ; aitd the more cruel Duke of Alva,* hit 
generaU (>^nired out the Prmeftan| blood as water on 
every fide. Revo t againft this oppreflSve dominion, 
rt*nt the provinces in twain^ A part defied their ene« 
mies ; and, in a war, of which we have but few exatn** 
pies m<)iotained their liberties, and triumphed at laft o. 
ver their perfetuiors. The Dutch republic^ under the 
fam )U« Vvilliam of Orange, ttood as high in majeliy a- 
g^mrt the Humbled Spaniard, as they were diftin>i,uifhed 
for the puriiy of their felijiiir>us faiih and practice. Hen 
Quantum mutaiasab illo ! The prcfgnt change is as de- 
griding to the country, as afflicJive to the mind of ev* 
crv true Proteftant.^ May a phoenix jife from the afbcs, 
and her youth be renewed ds the eagle's^ 

Spain, ar>d the SpJinifh dominions in Italv^ had re- 
reived the beam of refer marion. The. ver.v doctors 
brought by Charles the Fifth to combat Lur.her, caught 
the fire from his lips, and carried back to their countr/ 
the herefy thev came to fubdue. But there the bigoted 
monarchs, and fupeHtitioas clergv, fiercely fcti all iheir 
engines at work to fupprefs the hated innovations ; and 
afer torrents of bl'>od (h^J, by miityrs tnnumera* 
bie ; tortures, rac s, and gibbits prevailed to extinguifll 
the OdKne. The itght of truth was clean put out, and 



• U 1« comptUc<f th^it thisunreleniinsj perfectttot dcflrryed hf 
varf m irK)dcs of torrtire atid death, aot Ids than aft huadrcA 
f^tifiiadi waoccoi protcfUatK 
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cbfcure darknefs has there reigned ever fince, with de- 
bafirig fuperHiiion, beyond that of any other country:, 
1 include PortUiJal, where the fame Hrps, under the 
lame monarch, produced the farpc miferable effeC^f, to 
the ut;er ftibvcrfion of all gofpel grace and truth. 

The Spanifh dominions in Italy (feared nearly the 
fame face ; and though Naples would not admit the in- 
^uifition, the peifecution of the reforpu^s Ka$ equal y 
invcif rate The brave Ochino, and the excel eni Pt^* 
ter Mariyr^exerted their 2;fHl and eloquence ; not quite 
in Voin, but without being able to etlett a , national 
change. Compelled to Qv for their lives, tb^ y ^9^^ ^^^* 
Ugeiii foreij^n 'ands, apd watered the gajird-n of Hran* 
gers wiihihe dew of that htavenly wifdom, which their 
deluded countiyraen prevenied from dropping op xhttat^ 
fclves. 

Through all region.s uod^r papal jurifdiflfops ^ycry 
\Cffort of craft and ciueltv w s employed; and fiona 
the Alps to the extremity of Cdldbna, the nwv? of P^ot. 
eltant exterminated. 

Thiis ftood the accottnt^ at laft, between Protcftanti 
fnd Papifts in Europe. Denmark, Norwav, Sweden,* 
Brandenburg, Pruffia, Englao^i, ScoUand, irelanJ, Hoi. 
landfall Pioteftant goyenanents; Italy, bpniru Portugal^ 
the Bel^ic Provinces under the Spanifl^ ) bke, all papat 
Germany^ with its yaft depeodeniici d^vidt d, and near* 
ly poffed in intc^cft between both, every ftaie bayitjg a| 
mixture of ii^ opponents ; in foine toL rat^d, \\} < i,hen 
perfecuted. Swiia^erland divided, but the prep' ndcrat- 
ing weight, and greater nuinb^rN, Pioieftani ; and 
and France, more than onte on the equilibri»im, re«dy 
to change its domi'inint reii ion ; and a laft lettjrning 
to the houGe t»f bon a^e. though wiih millions ul Ui^ 
^ohabiiants fitm in the Pioteltaut iaUl^ 
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The numbers were ftill oi> the Qde of the Catholics, 
nod their uoiori under one yifible head, greatly in iheif 
(ayor, politically fpeaking ; whild thp Protcflants quick* 
iy feparated into two great bodies, beGd^s other fub«d|, 
vilions, at the bpad$ of v^hjch were Luther and Melan£l. 
hon on the one hand of the Augjburg ConffJto% and on 
the other, of the Helvetic Conjejjion^ were OBcolantipadias. 
and Calyin. Thefe alfo were pretty nearly balanced. 
In the north LutheraniftQ generally prevailed. Den«. 
inark, Sweden, Norway, and the far larger part of thei 
German Empire, followed the Augfburg Confeffion i 
whilft the Braiih, iflands^ Holland, Switzerland) Geneva^ 
J'rance, af^d many eftates of Germany, adopted the con^- 
feffion of faiih, which hath fince 9bta\n^d the naoa^ ^ 
4he ^efofmedy 0% Calyioiltic* 
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CHAP. V, 

QK THE LEARNING ANQ HERESIES OF THE TIMES, 

THE general conflifl, which now agitated the Chrin. 
tun world, contributed ^xceedingJy to fharpcn the 
ingenuity of the combatants ; and to excite the greateft 
^eal of enquiry into every branch of knowledge. And^ 
fls fucb feafons peculiarly roufe and bring forth the latent 
fparks of genius, ^hich %ould otherwife lie durnnant aiid 
tlnnoticed, nc^er was there a more vivid light of leann^ 
ing difplayed, and a greater npmber of men of the firft 
mbilities produce4 on the theatre of the world. Everjir 
Vhcre feminarjes, and univerfities were endpwed, ere^ 
^d) enlarged, and the numbers of (ludents imoienfe* 
The mode of tuiiion alfo in ^11 Protcftant countries be* 
came amazingly improved ; and all the fciences as well 
as iheolog\, p'aced on a. d iff.! rent footing, Aiiftoilc, 
though fiili prevalent in the fchools, was controlled 
from cxcrcifing his former defpoiic rule, by ihe good 
fenfe, the enlarged views, and the found divinity of 
the times. The ini^enious Ramus, in France, introduceJ 
a different method of reafoning, \ihich exafperated the 
old partiz )ns of the Stag) rite* : and Parafieifu.s began to 
open the road lo the higher progrefs of e^perimeniai 
phi-ofophy, by hiji refearches into the firH elemeniiv of 
podies, bv fire, and folution : though fiill tinftured 
tviih the* fol ies of mauic and a'chem^ , \et 1 is chemiftry 
led the wav to alt tie noble improvements which have 
iince been made. 



f A name given io Ariftode from the coantrj of his nativity* 
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The immenfeimprcflions of ancient chflical writings^, 
through the iad^fatigabie labor of editors, and the h^p. 
py invention of printing, {pread a generai diffufion of 
knowledge and iove of the telUs Uttres through ail the 
nations ; cfpecially thofe who were reformed y Mvhere 
fcicnce of every fort was pecuriarly cultivated : and, 3« 
bove alt, fcriptural knowledge was pdrfued with fini£ular 
avidity. Noxonly was the Bible now in eveiy hand^ in 
iheir native to-ngue ; but the comments and expo fit toos^ 
critical ani pradicat of the reformers, excite the appro* 
ballon, and continue to promote the edification of the 
prefent day, ho^evei; highly advanced in all the. attain, 
ihents of criticifn and literature. I will only menloDt 
the Comment of Luther on the Epifiie to the Gatatians^ 
as an^ enduring monument of found divinity, and bib- 
lical erudition : and the Inllitutes of Calvin, e^tjally 
admirakble for their Utinity. But the freedom of ertquir/ 
now introduced, id minis untaught of God., and niing 
on the (lilts of vain imagination to a wtrd^>m abovie ir^iat 
is written^ was naturally produ£live of very fearful coiv 
fequences. Science, when, under the controul of faith, 
and bowing before revelation, it pTefumes not to intrud<e 
into the things it bath not feen, is a b'efling to \\ ^ 
Church, and highly contnbutive to every thing wbiclj 
is excellent and of good report* But wheriB nien, vnin^ 
Jy puffed up of their flefhiy mind, fuppofe that wildom 
of man which ii» fooliflinefs with pod, and ihat in el- 
Jetl, which is darkened through corrupiion, capable of 
deciding; refpeding truths above our appreheMfion^ 
though i np'si ig no coniradjaion to the truelt r.cafoxi, 
then error and blafphemy come in like a B,o*)d* R'^ vq- 
la'ion Hands at their bar as a culprit, becaufe. challeng- 
ing imp»iv:it rubmiffion, which thev are indifpofed to pav ; 
and ever^ thing mv^ierious mud paf< through the or- 
deal of their philolophy, and be reje^Ud or aduuticd^ 
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oniy a^ it accords wiih, or differs from, their fuppoFed 
hfaiiib e reason* Hence arolc a numerous ho(l of ami. 
thri^ian dodors^.who arc IHIi inciealing ; and threat* 
ening us with as fearful a deluge of falie philolophv, to 
ovetvtfheioi the Chriiiian name, as before it had beca 
Bienaced bv fulperftition and popery. Helvetius, Vol- 
XairCf Jiouffeau, Hume, Gibbon, and all the infidet tribe 
of (hb day, are but the fpawn of Poirponatius, Bodin^ 
jRa6elai6^ Montaigne, Bembo, Bruno, Taiixeltus, and a 
mulutude of others, who then treated all^^eti^ion mih 
contempt ahd ridicule, and infinuated, that Chridianity 
defeived no more refpefl than Paganifm or Mahome* 
difm ; and was but a cuni.ing fable invented bv priefts 
to enfldvc the minds of the credu'ous. Thefe acute 
genta(e&, indeed, did not always a^ree in the extent of 
their discoveries : foree were difpofcd, as the followers 
of^Socinus, to aJlow the Chriflian Savior a name among 
the fages deferving honor ; others ridiculed the impof^ 
tor, and turned his miracles into contempt : \et they 
pTof^fled veneiaiion for a Supreme Being, ar^d fuppofed 
there might be a God ; whillt 4he more advanced in 
fcien c, doubted his verv being or exiliente, ai^d pro- 
ceeded to the fummit of human wifdom, to know exaS- 
1\ (wliat the fool or wiikcd man wiflies, and faith in his 
beari) th^t ^* there is no God." France, epiint ni in 
that day as in our ov^n, iinguUrly took the lead in this 
bappy difcovery, hid from ages jind generations : yet, 
f<»ra long while bending the neck under the )oke of 
aufhority, die dared not, till of late, ailen the leign of 
liberty and atbciim. 

But let it be remembered, that learning is no more 
to be blamed for its abufe,than tl e fun for the venom- 
ous and p»ifonous reptiles hatched by hiv fervid beams. 
Xhc revealed truths of God, fo far from Ihuntunginvef* 
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4igaiion, call for the moft accurae enquiry into ihcir na« 
-ture and evidence, and approve thenifelves to ever^ 
man's confcicnce in the fight of Godj %vhom fin liatli 
Brat enfldved, and taught to reje6l what he darts net be^ 
btve ; and where fciettcei falfely fo called, haih hat 
prejiHiccdihe mind againft evidence^ nbuhdantly naore 
co{>ciuLive than any upon which the inBdet bui d$ his 
o>wn fyftem of religion, or no reUgion. The ratioriaUtU 
ace mfflakfn if thev think wifdom (hall rite vvith them. 
The fimp'idry which i& in Chrift will cartv co^vio 
tion of the truth to the heart, in defiance of all \m> open 
or ij^fidious enemies and more dangfrou>, though pre- 
tended philofophic friends. It ftands not in the v^ifdoni 
of man, but in the po^^er of God : and as many ^s ar< 
ordained unto eternal life, believe to the f^vin^ of t^cjf 
fouls. With regard to all the reft, their evil heart of 
unbelief i.s departed from the living God, and ^ How 
then;* faith Cbriltj '^ can ye believe T 
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CHAP. VL 

ClN TH2 AC€£SSIONS TO THE C^HRISTIAK diURtll. 

IN Europe fcarcdy ahy people now remained, wlro 
had not atfumed the outward profeflion of Chriftianr- 
ity. Even in Finland and Lapland, thinly fcattered a- 
tnidft their mofly mountains, and everlafiing fnow, the 
inhabitants received front Tome JiealoUs Swedifh mif- 
iioharied the gofpe! light. li is feared that fome few 
tontiriuig in beathchifot Unto this day, or %ith fuch a 
tinge of Chtiftianity only, as fcarcely forms a fhade of 
diftcrence. In ihefe it^hofpiiable regions, magic and 
witchcraft have taken their )a(l refuge^ 

But a Vaft field opened for the difFuBon of the Word 
of truibj in the difcoveries made in both the Indie.t^ 
The Spaniatds and PortUgUefe, eager to extend the pate 
of popery as well as their own dominion, not only 
fpread thefe by fire, fword, and inquiGiion, but enUfted 
tinder theif miflSonary banners regiments of friars, black 
and whitCj Francifcans and Dominicatis ; and above 
all the reft, the newly inftituted and mcfe 
AN. 155 . fpecious company of Jefuits, who penetrat- 
ed into the depths of America, Africa and Afia, and en- 
deavored to ereft the banner of the Crofs in China and 
Jtapan. Nor were their labors without the appearance 
of vaft fuccefs, however the religion whkh they taught 
was far removed from the truth as it is in Jefus. To' 
me indeed, and thofe who think as I do, it will be a mat- 
ter of doubtj whether the difciples of a Xavier, or the 
converts of Loyala and Dominic, vith their partisans 
of the Romilb fuperflition, fhould be adrnuted among 
K 



Digitized by 



Google 



94 iMPARTIALmSTOUY Or . fPit. |. 

the nambcr of Chriftians ; or their labors he thought 
Co have contributed to the promotion and furtherance^ 
or the difgrace and hindrance of the trtie religion of 
Chrid. Certain it is, that the mcihods thcfe men pur- 
fued tended much more to make dilciples to themfchet 
and the pontifips of Rome, than to form the mind (o the 
reception of evangelical truth, or the heart to the love 
and fervice of a reconciled God. And the zeal of ihefe 
apoftles, fiercely as it burned to make cor^verts to their 
opinions, burned more fiercely in inquifiiorial flames, a« 
gainft all \*ho wifhed to worfhip God in the way the^ 
called herefy, and oppofed their falfehood and perverfion 
of the do6irines of the gofpel, as well as condemned 
their idolatry and fuperflitious pra£lices, as fubvctrive 
of its mod fundamental principles. 

A feeble effort was made from Geneva, to ferd tnJf- 
*fionarte« to America^ among the poor untutored In- 
dians : thotrgh no fuccefs appears to have followed the 
attempt. The fetilements of the En^lifh in North A« 
tnerica, at the latter end of the century, laid a founda^ 
tion for a happier iffue ; and opened that great door and 
effedual foT the preaching the t^ofpel which hath fince 
been attended with fucb ahundant fuccefs. Yet it mud 
not be concealed and ought forever to be lamented, that 
fettlements made with commercial views,^ however ulti- 
mately the means of introducing the true religion, have 
ufuailv commenced with ads of opprcffion highly inde- 
fenfibte ; and with the.ereQion of a dominion in lands to 
which the invaders had no juft title, God can indeed ^ 
brini^ good out of human evil, but the evil is not the 
lefis, becaufeofthe providentidl benefits ultimately re- 
fusing from the commerce or con(^fts of wieke4 
men. 
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CHAP- VIL 

Oir THS PROGRESS Of T£IE TRy£ CHURCH, 



WHEN the reformation became efiabliflbed, the 
different nations profeffing the Chriftian name 
divided : three great bodies, each claiming to be the 
true Cht;rch, and in general rxclvjii>tly fo, compofed ibe 
Chriliian woftd. The moft ancient, the Greek Church ; 
ibe more modem, the Latin or Wt^$rn Church ; and 
ibe late vaft rent made from it, ^ow diRinguiOied by 
the Protejiant Church. As my vh'y& in this account, is 
» the Spiritual Church of Chrift, and doc the formal and 
nominal one, which under pomp, ceremonies, and fii» 
perflitioB had fmothered all vital godtinefss my chief at* 
temion will be confined to the latter. Nor therein (ball 
I prefume to find a genera) body of real Chriliidns; h.t 
from it. The faithful were ever few. The froteftantt 
themrelves, as a body, were only in namt^ what their 
confeilions of faith (bould have kd them to be in realu 
ty ; and therefore among them^ as ever before, the 
Spiritual Church muft be followed by the traces of the 
Crofs under which it groaned, and the reproach of 
Chrift, which ever refted upon the difciples of the Son 
:Of Cod ; as it mud forever do on thofe, who, holding 
up the word of light, in its purity, and adorning it by 
SI conveifaiion becoming godhnef>, upbraid their felfowa 
(or their h\pocrifv, and dereliction of the principles, 
vrhivh they have profefled ; bearing wanei& to their 
^eds, that ihey are wrought in darknefs : and thus as 
ll^arj^ly condemiung unfiuthful Piotefijiats^ and apu&ate^ 
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from ibit gofpel, as the idolatries of popery, and t\i^ <je« 
)>#r^q3(3Qb of ruperftitioE?. 



SEPT. L 

THE ^R££K CHURCH, 



THIS eldeft branob of ChriSianity fiill fubSfts^ 
though reduced by the Mahomedan povi^er to the 
loweft ditlrefs ; and deprived of all its former fplendqiu 
£very attempt to form a union with, or rather to obtaia 
a {ubmifiQion to, the Roman pontiffs, confiantly failed t 
and ended ufualiy tn mutual anathemas* After th^ 
taking of Conliantinople, the glory of her patriarch 
faded greatly, and bis dominion was equally reduc- 
>ed ; though he ftill exercifed fome authority over the 
other three great patriarchates. of Alexandria, Antioch, 
and jerufalem. Ruflia, the prefent chief member of 
bis coaimqnion, has long withdrawn herfelf from his o«- 
bediencc, and is governed by her own patriarch, who 
acknowledges no dependence on Conftantinople. His 
nominal dominion, however, is ftill wide, extending o« 
y^t all the Eaft, Greece, the ifles of the Archipelago, 
Walachia, Molxiavia, and reaching into Poland. But 
the very abafed ftate of the Greeks, their ignorance, fu- 
perftition, and total abandonment of all that can he 
reckoned worthy the name of Chriflian, renders their 
biftory little interefling, where the objeiS is the enqqU 

. ty mo tbc liviog Qhmch, 
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The divifions, that have been mcniioncd before, fliU 

llibfifted in the eaftcrn church. The Neflorians, awd 

MonopbyGte Chriftians had their independent patru 

arch$9 not under the Conftantinopolitan junfdidion ; 

aixd if mny real religion fubfifted it was probably to be 

found among the Neftorians, %ho were fdid 10 be neiih* 

^r fo fupefnitious, nor fo much loaded wiih rites and 

ceremonies, as their brethren. The Jacobites, Cophts, 

Armenians, 'Abyflinians, and a variety of inferior ie£bt 

ivere branches of om or other of thefe. greater fe£is* 

They had their own convents, bifhops, and paftors^ e-» 

qually jealous of their independence, and 1 fear in gen* 

tiral far from every thing which could deferve the name 

of real godtinefs. The Romilh miffionaries have ex^ 

-crted their endeavors to bring over all thefe various 

feftaries to the church of Rome ; an4 have, by influ- 

'Cnce and money, prevailed on fome congregations to 

make profeflion of obedience IQ the Rontian pontiff: 

pn which new bifhops and patriarchs have been pomp- 

oufly created ^o fill thefe Romifh fees, un^eran idea of 

his recovered dominion. But in geiieral it haih been 

an impofuion ; and the converts to Romanifm only held 

in fubje6ion whilft the caufe operated^ of poverty re* 

ceiving fupport. 

. ^s impotent have been the efforts of Rome to obtain 
dominion over the rifing nation of (he Ruffians : ^U 
attempts in the iffue proved abortive ; and have for a 
long while been abandoned. 

Whatever dignity or prerogatives arc fliU prefervcd 
to the patriarch of Conflantinople, he is obliged to pur- 
chafe them dearly of the Turkifh vizier. And though 
an eledion to that high cfiice is made by the adjacent 
bifhops, yet through the ambition of fuprcmacy^ ten-pt- . 
ing thefe bafe ccclefiaRics on one hand^ and the avanc^ 
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of ttte TurltiSi rt^lers o5 the other, the changes are fre« 
^tient, and the fee goes to the. belt bidder, v^hb bfome- 
titnes hardly enthroned, before be loTes his honors and 
purchafe money, to be difplaced by fpme oth^r biQiopj| 
wba ean bf ibe h%her» 

The date of contempt, ppprelBon, and[ ignorance intok 
Vhicb they are funk under the Mahomedan government; 
U deplorable ; and the corruption of manners among 
ibek priefts and people awfully untverfal i tenacious on^ 
ly ol their miferablc forois and ceremonies, m whkb aM 
Amt Chri&ianity confifts, and Grangers alike to the gofit 
1^1 doctrines, an4 the purity of gcxilinefs. The iate^ 
accounts of tt^ Abyffinian ehiirch, by Bruce, hardly 
manifeil a ray of true Chriftianity remaininf* An4 
Ruffia even now, has fcarceiy emerged from the com^ 
jpQ» iink of ignorance^ intemperance, and f^perftUioiv 

The Lutherans at firft attempted to form a u^nipii 
ynih tt^ patciarch of Conftaminopte, and the wUe mi 
gentle Melan^hon fent their confeffion of faith to bbtu 
But alas ! the pride of Greece was juft as great as the 
|xr>de qf Rome ; and coalition with the f^perftitiooa oi 
the one as impra6licable as with the other. Since tbeny 
I believe they have been left without farther application^ 
to the enjoyment of their own famts^ relicS| dignity, |k>^ 
^ty^ pride^ and i^naraoce. 
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SECT-IL 

THk fTHURGH Of &OMS^ 

THE H^lit atm of ^opifli pbwct and dominitm w«t 
cut off by the rcformatiofi. Every attempt to re- 
gain their iolt authority has i}roved abortive. Thou* 
&nd^ upon thottfands hate fallen by the fwcrd of vf^tr^ 
and the inquifitors ; but the fatal blow was ilruc^k^ ami 
though every effort bath been made to hcai the deadly 
tvound, it was incurable ; and Rome now feeins hafleo^ 
log faft to £Bal deftrudiotK 

Yet the pontifical fee fcitiained ethlnent in powciv 
wealth and dignity ; and lorded it, though not with Aicii 
defpoifc power as before, over the nations under its o. 
I)e^ence. A t»cw «iodel was fotmed for the politicail 
fnanagemient of its interefls ; and though none of ki 
l^retenGon^ were abated, a general council ^as flill fup- 
pofed by many Co be paramoiint over all the Chrif- 
lians in the Roman pale. Howevef, the bfallibiliiy of 
the holy fee became better fecurcd by a previous con- 
fiiltation vtth the ptincipai cardinals, in matters of re- 
ligious controveriy -, which prudence nOw made necef- 
farv, before anv bull iffued. A variety of kpax ait €on» 
:grrgations were cHabliOied, for different branches of bu* 
finefs, among which one for relics is not forgotten; that 
all niiatters mi^ht be tranfafled with the profoundefl |)oU 
icy, and occafions prevented for Proteftant accufations. 
And in thefe congrrgations many things were carried, 
and adopted in oppofition to the opinion of the iofaliiblc 
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The monarcbs of Europe gained gtif atly by the refor. 
mation. The fulmiiiations of the pontifical fee iofl all 
the momentum, that bad before made the ftrongeft Ca« 
toffus to tremble. It was feen in the cafe of the £ng« 
liffi King, how dangerous it was to provoke thofe who 
could foeafiivavengethcmfelvcs. And therefore thepon- 
XiSs cautiouny contented with aflfuming the fanie powefi 
xtrad^ a virtue of their clentency in not exerting rt. As 
they could proceed no longer in the way of open war, 
it became more needful to provide fecret, but mighty a- 
gents to prop up thd pillars of their tottering throne* 
The mendicant ttibes had rather fallen into difgrace^and 
fome of their branches had given much vexation to the 
holy fee, as the Fratricelli. Auxiliaries were wanted, 
who ihould unite learning zeal, and genius, with the 
inoft devoted lubmiflion to Rome and her pontiffs ; 
wbofe abilities might introduce Chem fnta the cabmets 
of monarcbs as confeffbrs ; whofe fcience might difpel 
ignorance from the fchools ; and whofe unlimited obe- 
dience might render them proper tools, to fpread a« 
miffionaries, the Roman fupremacy, through the oW 
world and the new : exa8)y fuch were found in the or- 
Ar of Jefuils. The fanatic, but fnirepid Lo\ ala was 

their founder ; and the Roman fee adopted 
AU. 1556. them with cordinal affeflion, as its devoted 

fateliites ; impofing on them, among other 
common vows of obedience, poverty, and chaftity, an 
additional engagement, ".to halt en without hefitation to 
any p^rt of the earth, and for any parpofe, which the 
pontiff (hould enjoin them.*' For this end, a choice fe- 
ledlion was made, of the moft ingenious, the mod learn- 
ed, the moft adroit, and the bed (killed in mechanic arts, 
as well as mathematics, painting, and pbilofophy. Their 
zeal and aftivity roufed the flumbering Francifcans and 
Dominicans tojealoufy. They buckled on their armor 
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afr^fh, and Ih^irpened their weapons to tohteft the pdlta 
of victory with their brethren of the new fraternity ; and 
fn nothing yield to them in devottoD^ and loyalty to the 
holy tee; 

Thfe accorhmodating thanners of this fiiw ordi^ ; theff 
jprolFbund diffimulatibn '; their artful infinUatioh into the 
courts of princes, and the fecreti of men ; (heir pene;. 
tration in the difcoveiy of the beft tnt&hs of efiefling 
their- purpofes ; and their eafihefs (n relaxing the (ever- 
Hy of penance and morals^ ijccording to the rank of the 
penitent ; fooh procured them tinii^erfal preference* 
All the malice and envy of their brethren, though ex« 
crted to bring them into fufpicion, and to di(nihi(h their 
Influence, was abortive. The fav'or of Kome, but much 
snore their own policy and ctinning, preferred and in* 
creafed the credit of the order, and raffed it io the fum* 
znit of eminence, above all their fellows ; an eminence 
they long maintained : and by their a6iivity and artifice 
fupported and enUrged the bounds of the papal jurif^ 
ditlion,^ 

Yet in the vigor of yoati), and the zenitli of their 
profperity, the good arcbbifiiop of Dublin, Brbwti, Ven- 
tured to pronounce their dooni with a preeifion ap'^ 
proaching prophecy. After fpeaking in his fermon of 
the wondrous progrefs the Jefuits ^^eie making in the 
world, and which their very conftitation was formed to 
produce, he adds, but, '« God (hall fadd^nly call ofF 
this fociety, even by the hand of thofe who have rooft 
fuccoured them, aind made ufe of them, fo that at the 
end they (hall become odious to all nations. They 
fliall have no fefling place upon earth, and a Jew fhali 
have more favor than a Jeloit." The appointed time 
came. The Roman power itfelf is humbled to the 
4:iiiiy and to this nothing more has contributed thaft tb« 
h 



Digitized by 



Google 



ft IMFARTIAL HISTORY OF fPe*, |« 

de&ru3ion of this very order by the papal fee itfel^ 
An. 1773- 

A variety of other orders arofe^ whofe names I fhall 
only mention, without their pariicu'ariiies, the Thea^ 
tin&s^ BarnabiUs^ Fathers of Scmufque^ Pritfis cf the Or. 
iilDrf^&C4 all profefling to revive the ancient fan£iity of 
fiiaoners, and to exhibit a purer model than the debated 
iUceofthe mooaliic order?, and the clergy in general 
aSbrded« This decline was a favorite topic of the re- 
formers. Indeed their rebukes, I may cail them invec* 
tives, roufed the whole Tacerdota! iribe to a greater de- 
cency of cooduQ:. The inferior clergy at leall, put 00 
a face of gravity, and external iobriety and feiioufoefg ; 
and the different oWers entered upon various reforms ; 
a proof bow much they were needed. Hence arofe 
the new branch of Francifcans, who adopted the rigorous 
ru!es of Su Francis, and bear the name of Capuchins 
from the additional cowi added to their habit ; which 
innovaiion offended highly many of their brethren ; but 
va$ confirmed by the Pope, and continues the bad^ 
of their order. ^ 

Sci farhidced the church of Rome itfelf highly profited 
hy the reformation. The honor of their vocation, anti 
the dcfire to remove the reproaches of the Luiberans, 
produced much more beneficial effecls than all the can^ 
ons of the council of Trent. Nor lefs did the fame 
caufe operate, i^ flimulattng them to excetl in litera- 
ture ; wherein the Jefuits fet an admirable example* 
Indefatigable in purfuit of knowledge themfelves, thejr 
became the preceptors to others, in all polite literaturei 
as welt as theological learning. Still adhering however 
to Ariiiotclian fubdeties in difpute, in order to puzzte 
adverfaries, whom they could not confute. Hcnc€ 
tlie Roinilh charcb furaiihed a boft of fnen^ high in re^ 
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poeation for situinmeftts io fciencc of t very kind. And 
thus they were as much indebied to the reforaiiitiony 
for the revival of literamrei a3 for the amendiuenl of 
tbetr moraU. 

Yet this amendcnent rather reached the inferior tl^an 
the fuperior clergy. The pope* ihcmtclvcfc, though 
more Recent in general than betoic, continue^:! manv af 
fbem to difiionor the high Hation in v/hich they were 
placed, and ihewed themielves as n)uch tevond /bame 
-as above controui* In the beginning of the century^ 
Pi us the Third, had, befides other a6U of atrocity charge 
ed upon him, railed bi& two baftard fons, in their infancy^ 
to be cardinals. And his fucceflor, Juliu& the Thirds 
vas no fooner feated on the throne of Hu Peter, than 
be placed the red bat on the bead of the boy, vvho 
was the keeper of bis xx^onkie^ and the obje£i of bis in* 
famous paffion. 

The greater bifhops, whofe iinmenfe revenues afford* 
ed ibem all the magnificence of caithly grandeur, diC 
played few of the features of ihejowly Naz^rene. Many 
of them princes of the en:)pire, exhibited s^lt the pomp of 
majefty, as ve>} as the luxury. And the couns of mon- 
archs attached the preJates in general, more than tbeir 
dtocefes ; to which they regarded it as a kind of ban* 
ifhment, to be con6ned. Vet upon the whole tKroui;h. 
out the papal pa'e, there was a confiderabte change for 
the better in the manners of the cleir^y ; and they became 
in general lefs proQigate and their minds better infonn^ 
ed. 

An. 1545. The council of Trent bad affembled ta 
nfcertain the doSnnrs, reltoie the (Ufcphne^ .nd correct 
the manners of the Church ; To all v^ hich it applied but 
ineffcdqal and miferable reoiedk^. Xbou^b the papal 
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Dpwer^ fwaye^ all the deliberations^ and the legates dic^ 
lated the decre^s^ flill the popes arrogated to thein. 
felycs tjie fole rigljt oj interpreting t^et^. And fo? 
fhat purpofe, an efpecial congregation at Rome was ap« 
pointed. So that after all the pret^ipes of the council's 
celiberation and decifion, it remained with the pontiff 
to enforce >^hat be approved, ^nd tq interpr^et the reft 
according to his own pleafure and intereft. Thus aftec 
the farce of niaiiiy years aflembling and debating, all 
depended ftill upori the great interpreter. It was 
jmpoflible therefore^ (hat any other refqtt would fprin^ 
from all this wondrous body of coHefled wifdom, than^ 
juft what we fee, the maintenance of ihe defpotic powef^ 
ef the Roman prelate, s^nd the confirmation of all pa(l 
^ufes/ with the addition of many rnore^ 

I.fhall tiot enter into the decrees of this council^ 
^hich would carry me too far, and fball only obferve 
that its decifions were admitted only partially in fpme 
fiates, and with modifications and ialvos, in otbcrv.. 
•Nor did its determinations put an end tp the dirputes o^ 
Catholics among themfelves, any more than prove in 
the leaft faiisfaftory pr convincing to the Proteftants* 
Their boafted unity of doftrine was very weak indeed : 
and the reproach ca(| on the Proteflarits, and their dif. 
tcrenccs of opinion, and which (ndeed they deferved for 
their religious difputes, was as applicable to the papifts 
themfelves. Francifcans againft Dominicans, and Tbom^ 
ifts againft Scotifts, naainiained unceafing battle. The 
JDiftops contended for their divine right and jurifdiSion 
againft the Pope, who denied them both, but as a favor 
of the holy fee. The Gallican church maigtajned her 
liberties aoainft papal encroachinent& ; and all on th\a 
fide the mountains, exalted the luprcrpacy of general 
<^ofincfls above the I^oman fee. The Jeft^i^ ^rew iip^. 
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pn themfelyes the kecneft inveQives of the Bepcdi^tinef 
?ind others, tor their ipippdent encroachments, and fof. 
picious morality. Mattery of the greatcft mpnoent con- 
tinued to be disputed, nor could aJI the efforts of th^ 
pontiffs connpel or induce the angry combatants to fi, 
fence. The power and jurifdiaion of the fee of Rome, 
the fubjefils of the Catholic church — the nature, neccf- 
fity, and efficacy of grace-^lhe principles of mofals-r^ 
,the operation of the facraments — the beft mode of Chrif- 
iian inftrudion — Thefe, and many other points^ ^^prc 
idifputed with abundant acrioiony^ 

The council of Trent made no alteration in ri t^s an<| 
i:erefDonies. Many indeed defired a reformation in the 
groffer ^bufes ; but this was touching prieflcraft in ai 
tender part. The papal legates and their party there-* 
fore wardejtjoffthc blow. Idolatry, images, relics, frauds, 
fnaintain^d theif ground. |jndeed where the Protedantf 
are ftiil numerous, or their proximity makes more cirr 
cumfpeQion pcpdfuJ, the more offenuve afts of idolatry, 
and the gtoffer frauds are avoided. But in the tnorc' 
cnflaved countries of Romanifm, in Italy, Spain, Portu- 
gal, and their colonies, there fuperftition ftill reigns tri- 
umphant, and fraud and folly appear without a blulh^ 
The blood of St. Januarius regularly liquefies ; and ih« 
milk of the Virgin is as frefii as if it h^d l^een jufl drawi^ 
from her breafts in Paleftine. 

The Bible was one of ihie forbidden books whjch tljp 
people might not confult without pcrmiffion. And no 
man rouft comment on the Scripture?^ even in private, 
jin any way different from the language of the Church : 
iior prim without a licenfe. So truly is the key of 
knoivlege refervcd bv the popes in ibeirown cuftody^ 
^rid wherever their imperious decrees are obey(^d, the 
Holy Scriptures are a book fealedj and all 4iyin? knowit 
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edge ^nBned to tbc miferable mafs and breviary, and 
fuch wretched difeourfe* as ferve la fix the ignorance of 
divir^ ihings nvare ^veterate, by ii>fpiring c^onfidence 
fa tbek owa deceived and dec^ivmg fpiritual guides* 

It was ridiculous enougb^ihat in ihb wife aflemblvjih^ 
VWgaie^ tbc ancient Latin tranffaiion of the Bibk iheii- 
in ufe, iboqgh full of the groiTcll miftakes and devia- 
lions from the original, was cc^ifecraied for ever as the 
only authentic and pcrfeB tranftation ; and withal it was^ 
determined, that this verfion (bould be acciirattly rtvifed 
5ind carreHed^ and a new edition^ pubhjlitd hy auihoity / 
^ud this tox> wa^ never done ; fo that the people were 
)cli in the ftrangeft fituaiion imaginable, and the teach* 
er$ tbemfelyes in circamftanccs the moft cmhAfraSng t 
compelled to ufe as a confecratcd tranflaiion, from which 
they may not depart, a verfion confefledly in need pF 
Corre6lion ; and promjfed a new edition dill mare perfcQ3> 
which was never taken in hand» 

The ftate of pare reli;^ion in a Cfiurch fa corrupt, c» 
Ten in the fountain head itfe!^ may eafily be conceiv- 
ed : where all godlinefs confided ia implicit obedience 
to the holy fee, and exa£l attention to the formularies of 
devotion, the performance of penance, and the purchafe 
of indulgences. Yet we rauft npt fuppofe that the whole 
body was utterly deftitute of the life of Chriftianity, 
Amidft alKtbe prevailings of iniquity, and the fervitude 
of fuperftition, the writings of fome of ihofe who were 
called myjii^al divines^ (hew, that they cultivated ftill the 
religion of the heart j and however debafed by prejudice 
9nd error, fuppofed the life of godlinefs to conftlt in :i. 
ftate of confcious favor and cammunion with God ;^ 
producing real purity of mind, and holinefs of convert 
fation. But it muft be confefled, thefe were few and 
|)id4cn ; ia filence and reUremcm, they ^avoided pbfcjjif 
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Iration, and therefore cfcaped thechargeof herefy^whicli 
ivouid have certainly laUened upon them, if ibey had 
i3ot been content 10 keep their religion to themfelves* 
jefuiiical religion, intjuifitoTial reJi;.ion, the cflablilhed 
fcligion of popety^ will allow iis to look 10 fuch a leiig. 
ion with abhorrence only^ and no bope. 

We turn therefore to a inore pleaShg fcene, the 
Church reformed from the ahominajions of popery 3 
not but that we Ihail find therein much to lament, and 
much to condemn. Yet, there the living body fubfift- 
cd of pore religion, and undefiled ; therein we (hall dif- 
cover genuine Cbriflianiiy ; and though /inall, a feed 
that (hall be to the Lord for a ^eneraiion, the remnant 
acccoxding to the ele£iion of grace. 



SECT, III. 

«« taE €HtRCH REFORMED. F«.0!H TfiE EEROJIS Ot 

POPEjiy, 



I AM entering oti a fubjefi, In VF.ich it is difficult to 
maintain thai abloiute iapariii^liiy wliich is (o defir- 
able ; and not to be warped into milreprefeiitation by 
educational prejudices. To have a decided opinion in 
a matter fo momenious, as regards^ (he falvaiion of men*s 
fouls, is our duty, and highly apprcvable : but, though 
a Proteftant, I will pledge myleli intentionally not ta 
deceive : and will (peak the truth as far as 1 know it, 
ivbether refpedtng Proteflant or Papifl, or the different 
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c^nominations among ourfelves, without biding the 
hlemifhes of rny own. I can truly aver, I fcek fimply 
truths as it is revealed in the Bible : and I mean to ea3'« 
bxace it in a profeflion open and undifgurfcdj of whatcV'- 
er I find in the Scirpiure, refpetling the doftrinc or 
difcipline of the true Church : and wherever I am mif- 
taken in my reprefentations, my cars are open to con* 
viftion, and my pen ready to correQ unmtentional ejfu 
xoxs. 

The bodfy of Proteftants who fepa rated rrom the Ro- 
imQi communion, may be comprifed under three grand 
eivifions. In each of ihefe a variety of mades of dif- 
ference, in doQrjne and difcipline, will be found. The 
Lutheran — the Calvinijl-^^nd \X\t Httttodox — or fuchaV 
departed from their brethren in thofe articles of faiih^ 
^bich both the others had laid down as fundaqien^Ei^ 
ackd effential to lalvaitioi^* 

♦ 

THE great reformer, Luther, left his name, as tK6 
^ik of union in that Churchy which was in a peculiar 
teanner indebted to hjs labors. We have feen its rife^ 
through the intrepid oppolition of an Auguflin monk, 
to the papal abufcs : the exclufion of thofe who adhered 
to him frooa the Roman pale, by the excommunicaiion 
©f Leo X ; the vigorous ftruggle, till the CQnfeJfion of 
Aiif;fiiirg ; when it began to grow into its prelent form' ; 
its hnal emancipation from all pontifical authority/ ;» and 
its Ifegal independence eftablifhed by the pacijicatidn of 
Pajfau ; and, lafllvj by the peace of Augjburg. 

The leading principle of the reformation is, that the 

BjtAI^£ ALON£ CONTAINS THE RELICIOK OF P&O'Pw 
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2STANTS, vhich eVery than is to read ana cooGder ; 
^nd th^ce aloDe to drav ail the articles of bis faith and- 
|>ra6tice : and nothing is bindidg upon the confcichcej 
but what is there clearly revealed or neceifarily deduct, 
ble from the fcriptute declarations. Thefc arc general. 
ly adnaitted principles ; but tke JProtellant Churched, 
hive feVerally diffeired in the application of fomc oi 
them, dnd rtianifcfted a rnoft biitneable bigotry dnd fever- 
ity tdwalrds their brethren, in enforcing their o^Kh inter^ 
i>retationsof the fcripture ; and, that often tinaes actor, 
.ding to their own ackndwledgembnU, ib disltteh hot ef« 
iential to falvatidti. 

To maintain nearer iinion of Ibmittifehl- arid worship a- 
ihong thcntfeUes, each Church has ado|^ted particular 
confeflions and formularies^ which have been laid dowtl 
as necefTJry to coinmunton with that body : and thuj 
hath often tontfafted grievoufly the circle of cxtlufiori 
terpefting their brethren, who hold \viih thettiolie heaci 
thrift, and one faith in all effential articles. 

The Lutheran doftrine is avoWed to be cokiprifed 
in the Aiigjburg Confejfton ; and in "Mfclanflhoh's Apol- 
bgy for it, in reply to the popilh objeQions ; ihefe arc 
Regarded as of firft authority : though it muR be cohfef- 
fed, fomeof the opinions refpeQing the real prefehCe in 
ibc Euchjirift, ire far more objeftjonable, ih th^Apol. 
bgy than in the Confeffion, The articles of Sfnalcaldi 
drawn up by Luther, with a view to heal, if pofGt^Iejf 
the difputes raifed, have foftened down fome of the 
barftier eXpreffions of the Augfturg Cohftflioh ; and 
with the catechiffHis of the great Mafter^ are received iot 
that church as diretloria:!. WhilR iht/drm of concord^ 
afiertini]; the ubiquity of Cfirift's human body, and ihfe re: 
a/ /»re/Jrncf in the facrament with the brand of herefy," 
iNfid the fentence of excommttnicatron fixed upon ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ tUfXrtlhh HlSTOllt OF CP«. p 

tAo 4)i4 not receive thefe dogmas though it was ftfoog« 
\y matntatned and Aipported by the more rigiot Saxoft 
divinet of the Lutheran perfuafion, wa$ as warfoiy di& 
puted^ and rejeded, by the more moderate* 

The leading do6)riiies of the Augfl>urg Cnofelfioa 
arc, tif true and tffentiai divinity of the Sm of6(d^ 
HisfubfifttUian end vuarious f4i€rtjic€ ; and 
The necejjity^frctdom^ aod ^J^C4Lty^ of dmtu greet upa 
oa the fattflian hearts 

Where God, the Soii^ is thus tcnown^ as a real Sar, 
lor to the utceroioft ; and God the Spirit acknowledged 
in the experience of his influence on the confciencc, 
vhy ihoutd any thing afterwar'ls be permitted to break 
the bands of union between thofe uho hdvc btca admit- 
ted iofriendjhif with God ? 

Refpe^ing the government of tlie Church and its 
forme, it ii admitted umverfallv among the Lutheransi 
that the Supreme Ruler of the Sxaie^ is the head of aH 
authority, i%k ^h^x relates to caufes ecciefiallical as well 
as ciiril ; and, that, the Church is fubjefl; to the powen 
that are eftiib'ifhed : thotsgh no po^er has authority x6 
alter the revealed word of God, or to impofc upon thi 
confcieiice arbitrarily its oxvn di£lates — confentj not coti' 
flratnt, mud form Chrifiian union. The forms therefore 
ofrcligianto be obfcrved, though generafty fuch ai 
ll«d been before in the Church, were purged from fuper- 
fillion andctrOr ; and thcfe forms not fo uniformly pre. 
fcribed, but that fome have retained rites, which others 
hare rejeQed without a breach of unity of fpirit ; al 
they agree tfau iniifferem things Ifadll be left indifferent. 

ThtsisKfin^lariy evident in the mode of ecclefiaftical 
governnnent eftabtiihed in the Lutheran Church. In 
S#edea it coaunuca to be epifcopalt lo Norway ib<P 
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fitme. ^o Denmark, ornJer the name of Jnfftintiniani^ 
^\\ cpffcopat aoihority n retained. "Whilfl^ ifcrou^ 
GcTmany 5 the fupcrior power u Tcficd m a idnjifidry^ c^ 
ver ^\iftcb there rs a prefident, %irib a dii)mdk)n of rank 
and priviledges, and a fufaiordt natron of mrerior rfergy ro 
their ftiperiors, different from the ^niy of Prclbjteri*^ 
anifur* 

r&oagb the fanne rirorgicar rorm is noe erery vhrn^ 
obferved, ihe teadmg features of worfbtp are atike* 
Xbe public Cpryicc on ibe Lord & day u univcriiat ; and 
CKTcafioD^l wQflbip at piber ttnie»» Tbe hoty Scripture^ 
file eve^y y^heie read ift tbe motber tongue-s— Prayer> 
wnhoat a U^t^rgy^ tbo^i after a direQory, is offeicd tQ 
God i» Cbrift-=-whh praife m pfalms and hymns — Ser* 
inons are regularly preacbed for general iDflrt^Bion— p^ 
Oktecbifing ufed fpi^ the riiing generation-^Tbe Lord's 
Copper is cehhi;2tttd frequentty^by all^wbo, after exanru 
inatioD of the mimfler, aife judged inteUigeni andadmif* 
fiMe. Tbe great uaB(a6li;ons^ of our Lord are com* 
fnen&orated at tbe ufual reafons ; and (ome Lmbcrao 
charchesi pbf^rye fdtiv^s^ %Hh^h. otheu h^^^e noi wi^ 
witted. 

The article of church ecnftire*, fi> mnch abufed and 
£> mtBcb negtededy was by tbe Ltrrherao regolatioa 
lodged with tbe clergy and coarts of tberr foperiiniend* 
an»ce ; and in cor^fequence of abufes on tbe one hand 
of thr& fptrnual power» and contempt on the otber of hra 
cenfures, this branch oFdifcipUne is in a irery degraded 
Hate ; and ibe oiore corrvpiron oiuhiplfes in^ ntannersy 
the lefs ability is ibere to reflrain it. Indeed, in the 
Lutheran^ as in the Anglkan church, tbe perlbnal in-*^ 
fiuence of a good example, aint the zealous difcharge of 
^he> minifterial office, will do snore to awe oBcndna 
VkI revive difcipline^ than any fentences jpfonoonccd w^ 
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fpirituai courts. Peiiiaps the feeling cotnpkim/fo of^ 
ten uttered of the want of all difcipline, would be moft' 
ttfFeauaily remoycd, if thofe who ihadp thcni, fet them- 
felves npore s^ealotifly, and faithfuUy to warn th^ tmruly^ 
%o ^nftruft the ignorant, to reftpre the fallen ; and in 
preaching and living, to fet fofth the tfue apoftoiic doc- 
trine and pra8ice. Their rebukes would make the 
|)roudeft tremble ; and the unifornaity of fhf if cpny^rfa. 
lion giye ^uihonty tp ihejr exhortations. 

The Lutheran Church had, hy the peace of Augf- 
burg, gained a firft eftablifhment ; but the very con^ 
traft Which had fecurcd its Ubert);^ checked its progrefs ; 
is no prelate, dignitaryf or other ^cclefiafiic, could 
come over to this faith and worlhip, without the forfeit. 
\irc of all hjs cccJeGaft|cal preferihent. To this the 
Archbifhop of Cologn was obliged to fubmit; prefer^p 
:fing a wife and Lutheranirm fo bis archbiihopriC| 
yhich be was conipelled to rcfign. . However, the fled^ 
faft abettors of this faith, ?ealous for the truths they held| 
difappointed all the open and fecret attacks of th^ ir ad-* 
Verferies, to bring them t>ack to the houfe of thqr prif. 
on, and firn[>ly tlopd their ground ; pi;'oducing a noble 
^(my of dtfec^dants,nien of the high^ft eminence for liter- 
ature, as well as 2;eal and devotedncfs lo Chrift. Among 
tbenQ,,Helan£|hpD,Carloftadt, Pamerarius,* Fla^c\is anq[ 
.Chemnitz, defervedly hold the firft places. By theJe^ 
learning in a.11 Us branches was promoted aud cultivated^ 

* Camerarias ws|s an exceedingly learned permaii, bora is^p. 
Voffins calls hiin *< tbe Pheoix of Gerniany. H« died « j^^j.-^ 
hiew Biog Djd^. Flaccu^ or Flacius was a xninifter of Magde- 
turg. He is called by Mofticim «• The Parent of Ecclefiafiical 
liiftory.V ChcmnitTi (Martin) was a learnedi Lutheran Diviac,' 
^orn at Britzen in Brandenburgh, ijta. He was the Author oC 
«^ jExamiaati^a •£ tis^ Cooac^ i^Trcitt« aa iageaiiM t^lu 
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The miferable fcholaftic theology wzh greatly exploded 
by Luther and his noble aflbciates, frdta a convifction of 
its barren and unfruitful nature, and a inore ratic«*- 
al TOode of invcftigatiofi of the divine truths intro- 
duced, where the Bible, not Ariftotle, prevailed. Yet 
tbcy dcfpifed not the fair deduftions of fyllogiftic reafoB- 
ing, wbilft they wiflied to banilh the jargon of tenws, 
and the fubtiUics of fophifn>s, which tended aiercly it« 
puzzle^ jnftead of elucidating the fubjeft^ 

The Theofophifis, difciples of Parcelfus, ?iddi£led to 
ichymiftry and the foluiion of bodies into their fiift prm- 
piples, with the moft diligent experiments, joined en- 
thufiaftic ideas of inward iltuminatiTim) as the means ciF 
arriving at difcovcrics, above the native reach of human 
faculties. Hofimp^i, and the famous Behman, >^cre ibp 
leaders of this ichool. An air of £ngu]ar piety an4 
myfiic deyotjon engaged a number of difciples ; and 
liames» highly refpedable^ :are mentioned as f<^vorers c| 
tbenri) fuch as Arntd and Wegelius. 

As theological fcience was peculiarly purfued, tnany 
f minent cxpc^tors of Scripture appeared ; none mors 
revered than the great Reformer hirofclf, from whofe 
ientiments it is to be juftiy lamented that his difciplea 
have fo greatly departed : and whilft they honor hm^ 
^ith fuch fingular devotion, difpute the inofi impUck 
and charaderiflic do3rines of bis theology; of which 
I have given a fpecimen from Luther's iraQ, againft £• 
Tafmus. I may qqoie an acknowledgement of thi% 
from the if-anllator of Molheim, whether to the honor 
pr difgrace of Lutheranifm, let every impartial judge 
determine. •* The doftrines of cbfdvic predejlinatioii^ 
irrejijlibk grace^ and human impottnce^ were never car- 
tied to a more exceflive length, nor maintained with a 
^Qre virulent obfiinacy^ by any divine than tb^^v were 
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hy L^Her ; boi m tbeft^ limes he hai» rcfj km fi^tlow*^ 
CCS in this reFped, ev^n among thoTe %vho> be»K hk tMrne***^ 
Of whom D«. Mofbeimi alfa fay», ^ That ibp doactne 
oC the Lu^iberai^ church bath cbai^ged by deg^ree» ii» oi- 
»%ifial fotfo^ arvi been- iimproved and perfe£icd in manyi 
tdpefti, efpecklly in. the dodrines of/rerwUlj pndrfii^ 
nation, and o^Aer pmnt%t m which ihe Lotherair t> flems- 
oSdtvinky oFan eaplicf date are fo far fiurpaSed by^ 
iboTe ofmodeva^Umes*.'^ Perhaps iheti^ogieall doflt^FS^ 
n t^his o^uer may ftili differ^ and pref^cr thja ancient 
truth ta modern improvtments jr nor thiiyk the lengths,,. 
te> wbfech Luther carried thctw, ex£e£ixre^ nor bi;^ defence 
of ebenn ekher mrulentot objttnate. Certain it is, that 
if there be any thing in Lutheranifnr peculiarly excct- 
tentv ^^ plead fm k with a very bad grace, who^ hij 
j^oints of fuch impprt;anee, differ 5rom their leader, and( 
knpeach bi> wrfJom and hrs zeal in defence of what he 
9ft leaft cfteemed of the greatest confeqiuence^ JFf Bot 
fiiet 2tnd the papat writei:s reproached them for their V9t^ 
liatbns fcon^ tlveir great Reformer^ wbo^ cao 4are to^ 
fiiy,. there h not a cauie i* 

Tfbe do^rine oS jtijliJicMion hyf^ih e^vne\ had nerer 
a: ciea^rer expoficor tbau Lutber ; the plain and literaft 
fcnfe of the: Scripture he adhered ta a$ to be always foU 
lowed, in presence, ta all allegorical and {arK:iful inter* 
pretacioHfis^ ^ and bis. mx>rab were aspiise ashts dodrinea 
were evangelical. Nor can I by any. n^eans lbin:k^ eith-.^ 
er Luther or Melan£U»on> defe£live^ a^bas been^fuggeftu 
<d,.for not giving a r^g}itar fyjknk of moraiiijf^ wber>, it' 
is acknowledged, by tlwfe wha. pd-efocne to cenGure 
ihem, that th^ gave the Culleft praflica) cuks and ifiw 
fiFu£iions under the beads of /ao^ Jin^free-mll^/aith^ 
hopc^ and charity AU other morals that (jpring fm| 
from thefe Cbriftian principles^I preTume ibey <&£« 
f]^diQcd|iid diidaiacd^ 
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Whatever fauks tnen were ple^fcd <c fi«>d vi'A Do- 
Aer's idodrine on liie poinu abov^ mentioMd, ivbcfi 6e 
«^as dead, oone vrarrrvtiired dirapprobation amomg tlie iboft 
«of his lbllower% ivhil^ he was aJive. In the natciTc <3f 
ilhe Efttcha^jft^ CarloAad^ had 4arcd to difier Irof^ bim^ 
4iiid to be Ml ibe right ; in ibe reft they were iH)«Hii^ 
ffious. li muft be admitted) that JLuiber was a fhaii^ 
ddfpytdnt, and hardly brooked oppofition — thai fhe Aim« 
aiii of ihe eininence^ to whkh he wa« dcfeivedly «d^ 
varvc^ might make him jealous— or ir-eat thofc wh^i 
tdiffer^d from him yikh too m^ich afpeiity* He was .^ 
fiiaii of vehement (pirit ; xhc titnct wef« rude s and dif- 
iereoces of opiniofi were not met with tb<: ca«dor af)4 
fx)4i^iiers o( mor^e modero days. I niean iiot^hlsio ex- 
cufe what is condeoinable, but a^ a caudon not to judgt^ 
hiai rafiilvi jf hJs tcsl at any time appears to overfl-ep 
the bounds of temperance* He was a man, a fiiifut 
man^ a ^mancif iiice paffions with Otbei* corrupted cr^a^ 
Cure^ ; expofcd to peculiar provocations, and of a ^ai- 
|>er naturally irafcible. Let thofe who blame him avoid 
his miftakes, aad ioutaie his expediences. 

1 have before fpoVen of his harlh treatthent or Cat- 
toftadt^ whom his interell with the Eletlor drove froilt 
ills native land ; and whatever was pretended as ^bfc 
caufe, the real one may be found inihtir di(ptitc$abotit 
the EucbarifL The fame difference of opinion product 
cd his difp^ea^uire againfl Schwendkfeldt, a Saxon nd« 
feleman, of eminent piety arid abilides, who, inclining . 
inore to the fimplicuy or Zuihglius, and profeffing hii 
oppofiiion to the errors of Luther in this poiru of doq- 
irine, experienced the fame harlh treatment frotn hii 
fovereigfl, and was driven into banifhment« 

Ak. i^jS* Hts difpute with his difciple Agricola, on 
due moral iaw aad its obli^tions, refpe£ied a fubje^ of 
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more importance than the ideas of real prefence. Carry- 
ing his views of the abolition of the Mofaical obligations^ 
to the moral, as well as the ceremonial law, Agricolai 
{deaded, tha&we were no longer under it, as our rule of 
obedience, but under the gofpel, as a nobler dtfpenfa-. 
tion of faith working by love. From this roan the tefttf 
Antinomian became applied to thofe who followed this 
idea ; and fome are faid to have pulhed the do6i:rine td 
tfie fupport of the mod diffolute and inimoral praBices^ 
» pe^fctlly compatible with a ftate of union with Chrift. 
But this certainly was not the cafe with Agficolai, and 
flsany others^ that have been charged with Antinomiart 
Ijrinciples ; who, however they may fpeak difparagingl]^ 
^the Ia\^, as binding Cbriftian men, would difctaim xht 
borrid conclufions which their advcrfarics haVe prefumw 
kA to draw for them. Lather's vigilance and zeal en^ 
gaged Agricola either to explain bimfelf, or to retrafl 
^hat was erroneous in bis pofittonSj and he continUec| 
fo hk minidry. 

But though Luther's p^rfonal \treigb(, arded by Ws Vt^ 
lieii^nce, and fupported by the Proieftant princes, whot 
fc highly reverenced him, contributed to maintain ant 
a^ppearance of unity in the Lutheran Church, and tor 
itufh every attempt at innovation in the eftablifhed o^ 
pinions ; yet no fooner wefe his eyes clofed than ri ap- 
^ared evident, that in feveral points hrs deared friendi^ 
thought differently from him. The commanding au- 
thority, and warmth of Lather in a fon overawed the 
gentle, but moft learned Melanfthon. He would not 
ftart a fubjeft of dffpute : bis fpirit was yielding andf, 
eonceding to a fault. No m«irvel he Jhanned the leatt 
Oppofition to his admired friend. When his mailer waf 
taken from his head, and he became the leader of ihef 
SaixoB ecciefiaftical eftabliibmcnt, he would have pm^ 
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chafed peace with Rothc by tolerating, and fubmitting 
to, Vhat Luibet- tvould have tejeftecj with, abhorrence. 
He could be even contient to fbften down the very doc. 
kririe which the great reformer placed as the criterion, 
Jlantis aut cadeniis ecchfict^ of thfe true or {»pofiaie 
church ; and to admit fomfc modific^tibh of jvfiiJicAtioft 
hy faith dlont^ by abating foihethlng from man's abfoluti^ 
incapacity td promote his own conVerftbn unto God, 
iind iallowing tbfe heceffity of good wofks for falvatioit. 
Though he hud been fil^ht on the cbntroveirfy of thb 
Eucharift, and beforfc coincided with Luther ) he latier* 
\y Could nbt deceive the ftrong ideas of rtal prefencti 
fuggefted by his friend, but wifhed at leaft the definitioti 
tnight be left fo anibiRuous, as to admit ihofe who adopt- 
fed the opinion offymbol only^ in the Eucharift, to friend- 
ly communion. No fooner had he iBerefore ventured 
td jirdriiulge openly, what he bad before jiiher fuppreflcd 
ioronly tnodeftly hinted, than the rigid Lutherans fofe \H 
&rms againft him. And thofe difturbances began, Which 
to t mSiti df his teinper ahd feeling muft hive been pe- 
buliarly pdilfUU 

The firft grahd bcCafibh of dlvifion In the Lmhefatt 
fchurch, arofe from the refetehce made to Melandhoni 
«nd other Sa*on divines, on th^ fubjeft of the imperial 
decree, called the Interim^ and bow taf they could fub- 
fnit to ft. His pacific fplrit Counting no iacrifices tod 
great fot peace, perftiadcd acquiefcence in all matters 
of indifference^ to the Emperor's edi£l. But in thcfe if^, 
different m»4ltefs, he reckoned doftrincs of deep and ef- 
fcntial. cbnfequence, in the eyes of Luiher and hiaf 
true followefs, particularly in the article of jvjlijica^ 
(ion. And as yielding was he refpedling ceremonies 
Und papal jurifdiff ion ; which the great reformer would! 
have fpurned with abhorrence. No wonder therefore 
that Lutbcr's moft zealbus difciples^ with the iearn^d 
N 
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Flaccus at their head, charged tbefe accommodatifig dL 
vines ^ith betrayal of the truth, and with apo&acy from 
the vitaJ principle of Luiheramfoi« 

A (harp controverry therefore arofe, concerning ^hH 
could be called indiffertiU ; and vhat ought) or oxight oo^ 
to be yielded co Rome. This naturally ied to points of 
the firtt confequence^ refpeding faith — good wor^s — the 
prevention of grace — tte cp-operajtion of the fauaiao 
^ill — in all ifvhich Meiandhon cxpreffed btmlelf in a 
language th^t Luther would have reje8ed with indignar 
tion. Since nothing could b^ farther from bisfentiineots 
than roodification on any of theie objefls, refpefiing 
which he had declared himfelf in the moft exphcit man- 
tier. Nor would MclanQ;hon s explication, that the iV». 
preffions of gw4ici were accompanud wUh ctriain torrtfm 
fondtnt mSions ^ tht human zvUl^ have been borne for a 
fnoment by the great oiaQer : and if not branded as ab^ 
folately heretical, by Ftaccus, and his adherents, at leaft 
they cxpofed Me1an£lfaon and his followers to heavjr 
charges of femi.pelagianirm : to which no doubt fu<^ 
modes of cxpreffion led. They excited alfo j uft appre« 
isenlions, that even more was intended than e>(prcfied, 
iinder fucb unknown term^ in the nomenclature ojf 
JLutfaeran ortliodoxy. 

An, 1557- FJaccus, the thief^ in that amazing work 
of ecclefiaflical learning, " the Magdeburg Centuria* 
tors,*' was advanced to the chair of divinity of Jena, 
by the xealous Lutheran fons of -the deprived elcQor 
John, who liad formed this feminary with a view to, 
maintain inviolate the pure doftrines of the great refor- 
mer. This gave him fcope, as it more immediately calL 
ed him to defend the mailer, and to attack his oppofer^ 
Thus the breach widened, and a fchifm was apprehended 
between thefree.grace^and the femi^peiagian Lutberant* 
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An, 1560^ Slrtgelias^ the difctple of MetaRdhoo^ 
fitointatned at Jena, in bppofiiion to Ffaccua, the free* 
%ilt dodrine, and man's co-operation in conver&on. 
For this he was accufed by the ^lokSot to the duke, 
imprifoned and compieited to recant ; or at kaft ap. 
pear to do fo^ in order to obtain his difcharge. It i$ 
grievous to obferve, that the true Proteftant prxnciptes 
were fo little followed ; and each fide courted the arm 
of civil power to aid the force of their argqments. I 
wave entering on other controverfies of lefs important 
fubje8s, which dtfturbed the peace of the Lutheran 
Churchy and were fare to give occaGon qf triumph and 
ireproach to their popilh adver&iries* 

During the life of MelanBhon, tke conteft raged; 
nor was it quieted by his deceafe. His f0n.in.f3w Pet».» 
cer, a man as refpe^able for his learning, as eminent 
for piety, a profeflbr at Witterabcrg^ had formed a con* 
fiderable party among the Saxon divines, 
;AN. 1571. v^ho adopted N^ith him the fentiments of Zu- 
inglios, rerpeQing the Eucbaiift, in prefer- 
ence to thofe of Luther ; and to which Metan6hon ill 
his latter years acceded. Thcfe they wifhed to intro- 
duce into the Saxon Church ; and to alter theeflabli&ed 
doBrine of ihe real prefence^ A foleron convocation erf 
divines was held at Drefden on the fubjeQ ; and a for- 
mula of agreenoent, drawn up, favorable to 
AN. 1571* the friends of Peucer, and denying the ubi- 
quity of Cbrin's human body. At this the 
f igid Lutherans fired, and gaining the elefior, under 
the dreaded apprehenfions, that the foundations of La*^ 
iberanifm were ready to be overturned, a new conven* 
tion at Torgaw, eftabiiQied the reel prefence^ 
AN. tSTi* ^^^ inftiiiaied the elector to feize, icnprifon, 
and banifl)^ all (be fecret Ca^lviniils ; and t6 
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reduce their followers by cvjpry aft of violetijpe^iQ re, 
pounce their fentiments, and confefs the ubiquity. Tea 
years did the oppreffed Peuccr fuffer imprUbnmeni, ia 
the fevefeft manner, for his opinions : and proved, thai 
persecution was not peculiar to popifh ecclefiadlci^ 
£fFe6tualiy to eradicate this dreaded innovation^ an^ 
drive from Saxony and the Lutheran pale, all who ia- 
cUned to the Helvetic opinion refpefling Chrift's body 
in (he (acrament, the fame divines who had drawp ap 
the 'decrees of Torgaw^ produced the^rw o^ 
AN. i577» concord^ in which, the real ^anducation of 
Chrift's body and blood in the Eucharitt 
y^as edabh'fhed, and.herefy and excommunication laid oo 
all who refufed this, as an article of faith ; with pains 
and penalties to be enforced by the fecular arm^ 1 he 
bigoted Saxon eftabUQied ihisybrw df concord^ tbroughi 
the extent of his authority ; and many piber Lutbcraii 
churches adopted it. But what was pretended as. ^ 
ineans of terminating this controverfy, produced more/ 
violent diffeniions than ever. All the Calvinift^c or rft^ 
formed party, lifted up their voices againft fuch a deciC 
ion, not only as unfcriptural in itfelf, but as tending iq 
the (Irongett manner to preclude all Chriftian union be- 
tween real Proteftants. The favorers of the Z.uing!iaa 
potions of the Eucharid, felt the feverity of the edifts^ 
The moderate Lutherans ihemfelyes abhorred fuch Hat- 
ty cenlures. The friends and difciples of the amiably 
Meiandhon could not bear to fee his fentiments thu| 
treated : and from a. variety of motives, x\\t form of con- 
cord was rejefcled by a confiderable, if not the largW 
part of the Lutheran Church. Nor in Saxony itfelf wa$ 
there wanting a vaft number, who though conipelled 
to fupprefs their opinions, waited only the favorable 
j>^ moment to Ihew themfelves. This the dca^Ji 
^^- ^5 P' Qf ^he eleftor Augufttis affordecJi and his fuc. 
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iceflbi being more favorable to the moderate Lutfeef^ns^ 
fhey attempted to fupprcfs ih^form of condor d^ and CreL 
Hus^ tbe firll minifter being pn their fide, they piepare4 
Ihe people for the change tbey tnediiatedf by Icfler 
alterations, fuch as the omiffion of e^forajm M\\\ch ha4 
been ufed in baptifm ; by a fateciiifinj favorable to the 
Calvipiftic opinions ; and by a nezv tditi^n of the Bible, 
But the rigid Lptherans, ^:»;a£lly like our fligh ^liurch 
9nd Sachevereljor ever, caught fire at thefe tinhaIlowe4 
phangcs, making the paiion think the Church in^Jiingerj 
^nd the plergy, inflaming the populace, produced mycti 
V tumult, and (harp interference of the magiL 
AN, 1591. t racy. The tables turned on the dea^b pf 

the elpftor Chriftian I. The rigid Luther- 
ans refumed their empire, and their ^dverlaries were 
imprifoned and baniflied. The form of concord was re^, 
fiored to its vigor, and the unhappy CrelJius, who hai} 
been the great fupport of the partyjput 10 death. On fucl| 

juridical execution of Proteflant* by Froteft. 
AN. 1601. ants, originating in difputes, about religiou|^ 

opinions, if I could, I would fix a brand of ro. 
probacy ; and lift up my feeble voice againlt perfecoi- 
tiori of every kind. But lam confcious, whilll mea 
?ire as they are, phijrch power will always be abufed, 
and unchriflian intolerance wifli to kindle the flames a« 
gainftall who may venture to differ from the dominant 
party, indeed the mofl unlike i}ic great Head pf the 
phurch are they, who thruft then^fplves into high 
places ; and whofc pride and infolence are gratified 
|n trampling upon their brethren. Ye followers of th<j 
meek and lowly jefus, mark the man, that hates and in, 
jures his brother for hii opinions : he is a murderer^* ia 
\vha^cver church he is found. 

♦ A ftfong expreffion. The careful Reader will undoiibtetJIy 
put fucha'cunftro^ioQ BpoD ihis^ and fimiUr pu^ag^^ as ttaik 
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Tb« doQriocs of Luther^'on predefiination aiuf graces 
were too uncongenial to the pride wd wifdom ^f the 
iinki]>mble(^beart, not to excite Riong oppo&tiom^ Hii*^ 
h^ty of Wmeroberg, diftingaifbed himfeif in defence of 
the pfen of unixnrfat redempiiimj which has been finc^ 
generally adopted in the Lutheran Church, bm la tbofe 
purer days of evangelical doctrine, provoked juft ividig*!.^ 
iKttion, and occafioned his depofition and bani&ment* 
Violence on all fides was carried ^o the extreme. Th^ 
man who fublcribcs afn eftaWijBbed doftrine juftly forfeits 
kis advaniages, >^ben he renounces the ground of his 
tenwe : bnt Iqi him live a& fiee as bis brethren^ and de«: 
fend bis fentiments in iove^ and in the ^irii o^ meck^ 
nefs. The mifery is, that in all thefe unhappy difpotei,. 
hutnaa paffions rage^ inftead of the fimple purfuit of 
trtttb and godlinels^ 

To conclude ; in the Lutheran Church were foun j 
men great in every view ; in erudition and piety. But 
as muft be the cafe univerfaily, the multitude were on^ 
ly believers in the lump. The generality of clergy m 
every eftablifhed church, enter it as aprofeffion; and 
are too like their fellows in all worldly purfuits, and hu- 
man paffions. The faithful ind really godly are every 
where comparatively few, who ferve the Lord Chrift 
cut of a pure heart fervently, and regard their work as 
wages. 1 doubt not the living members of Chrift's 
body, within the Lutheran pale, in that day were many 
%x\d glorious. At the firft dawn of reformation, ftri€| 
piety was more univerfally cultivated among the pro- 
feSbrs : but declenfions early crept in with a peaceable 

win jaftify. A n^aUgnant and cruel intolerance deferTC* to b« 
branded with reproach ; hot from this, a rirtuous conteft with el- 
isor in material points, which xnuft refufe commamoa widi ita a** 
betioxs^ ought to he carefull; diftio^uiOiy&d. 
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cfiabii&iment ; and when no longer under the crofs, ihc 
<fcparturc from tmth and pUfUy, prefently appeared* 
Before itxe c\ok of the century, Mo&cim acknowledges, 
tiiat, ** the tnanners of the Lutherans were remarkably 
dcptaved— that muldiudrt offended the public, by au^ 
dacious irrcgulariiies — tba< difcipline vaniftied, either 
throttgh the careleffnefs or impotence of the clerical 
arm/ Atrd ihofe who diftin^uiftied themfelves from 
their bietbren, by greater zeal, purity bf doQrine, dead« 
ficft to the world, heavenly mindednefs, and fpiriitialky 
of converfation, wete maVkcd, and gained a name of pe- 
culiaruy, that feparated them from their fellows^ content 
to bear ateftimony,by their lives and labors,' to aking^ 
4lotB neither Lutheran nor Calvinift exclufively, but 
conilRing in righteoufnefs^ and peace and joy in ibc 
Holy Ghoft : the tru^ Spirit of the Church univerfei, 
which is neither of Paul, nor of i^potlos^ but ^f Chrifi* 

XI. OF THE CHURCHES CALLED REFORM- 
ED^ OR CALVINISTIC. 

THE name of Prvtrfianis^ equally applied to all dif- 
fenters from the church of Rome* As tbcfe feparated 
into different communities, they were diftinguiJhed by 
different denominauons ; the term reformed Church '^z^ 
therefore appropriated to thofe who, differing from the 
L.utberan opinions in points of doftrine or difcipline, 
prefcred, efpccially in the great articles rcfpefcling* the 
real prefence in the Eucharift, the doQrine of Zuinglius 
^t\A Calvin to that of Luther. And as Calvin was the 
TOoft eminent, the feveral churches who adopted hi» 
rentiments, generally bore his name, as the Lutherans 
that of their great reformer. Not that Luther or Calvin 
jpretended lo fupport any dodrines, but what they dc. 
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duced from the Scriptures, and confirmed by the evr* 
denccof the fathers, efpecialfy Auguftin. The Calvih- 
iftic churches, thoiigh united in the confeflion of the 
feme fandamet)tal articles of faiih, in which indeed, thfc 
only union cffeniial is to be fought, were formed on 
very different models ; and chiefly followed the feveral 
forms of government, which fubfifted in the countrioi 
iKhcre the reformation prevailed^ and the different views 
ttfhich the rulers in different nations entertamed of the 
ffioft fcriptural church order. For fromthe New-Tefla- 
ment and the apoftolic precedents, all proftffed to deVIve 
their feyera! eftablHhments. The greater body adopted 
the model of the Helvetic diurches^ and efpecially of 
Geneva, where Calvin prefided, and had a chief influ- 
ence over all thofe of the reformed profcffion. Switz. 
^rJand, Germany, France, Scotland, Holland,and all the 
foreign Cafviniflic churcheir erefied the form of govern- 
tnent called Prejbyterian^m which a parity of rank was 
cftabliihed among the roinifters themfelves ; zfynodical 
governmeht, confiding of clergy and laity, ele6led to 
manage the concerns of the particular churches; anda 
general affembly of the whole church to decide on mo- 
ftientous cafes, in each of their fevefal dominions of dif. 
tritts. Yet this eftabliflimeni was not exaQly fimilariti 
any tWo churches, >*ho held the fame confeflion of faith,' 
and marniained in the general outline, the fame form of 
ilifcipline and government* 

The thurches of England and Ireland cfiofe to retaJii 
tfijcopacy in their government, as in iheir apprchenfiori 
aiore congenial whh monarchical government, and 
|>rimitive praQice; whiKl in all the great artictes of 
faith, ihey held with their foreign brethren, and main- 
tained communion with them. This Church formed a 
bc»dyy refcmbling the fiate, fitting in two houfea of con*- 
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Tociitidn, under the fame head, where all the great con^ 
cerns ecclefiaftical were to be fettled) with the confent of 
the monarch* 

. In ceremonies^ the reformed churches differed great. 
ly. The firfl and ^reat reformer Zuinglius, who begaii 
|3efore Luther, his bold attack of popery, carried hi& re- 
form far beyond hiin. Whiltt Lutlicr tolerated images, 
tapen, altars, exorcifm, and auricular Cohfcflion, A« fv^ept 
0ll the trappings of fu'perflitioh away ; reducing the 
worfbiplo the Uahdard of utmoft fim'pliciiy, diveiied a- 
likeofgatb or ornament. The other churches have 
admitted fome ceremonies ; the epifcopal churches the 
tnoft, as more conformed to the dtgnity of the hierar- 
chy. The fpirit of devotion hardly tr^eeds the adven- 
iitious helps wh^ch formality fuppofes important. Yet 
who will refufe bis approbation of whatever may have a 
real tendency to enliven the worfbip, or <?ngage the at 
tentibh ? Such farely will raufic be foiind, Wbfen Undejf 
proper regulatiori, 

Zurich^ the cradle of the reformed, profeJOTed in the 
article of the Loid's Supper, the fiihple acknowledg- 
inent of its being z/ign and nothing more, according id 
the opinion of Zuinglius, and his excellent and able ajf- 
ibciate CEcolampadius. Herein the Lutherans were at 
too great a diftance to approach, and all efforts of coii* 
tiiiation proved abortive. As this was a matter of firiOi 
toncern in that day, it may be ufeful to obfcrvc the gra- 
dations bf opinion on this fubje6l, among the 'churches. 

ZuiNGLius and his followers regarded the Eucharift 
as a tn^xcjign or fymbol^ of which all profefling ChriL 
tians, vrhether regenerate, or unregcncratc, might par* 
take alike. 

Galvin fuppofed ihtjign otfymbollo convey d fac- 
ratsental pledge of bleffing, and that ^ Jfiritual frtjtmt 
O 
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of Chrlft attended it to the regenerate and believing on* 
\y ; ^hiift CO others the elements remained as comiBon 
food : and this the Church of England adopted. 

LuTrtER maintained, that the elements remained ftill 
bread and wine, but that a real prefence of Ckrijl united 
with thtm^ in virtue of the ubiquity of his fuppofed hu- 
ttian nature, and a real fnanducation of Chrijts body foU 
lowed ;,this was termed confubflantiation. 

The Popish Doctors, contended for a real tranf* 
mutation of the elements, which, onder the form of bread 
and wine, loji their nature and fubjlance^ after confecra- 
tion, and werea6luaUy changed into the very body and 
biood of Chrift, by tranfitbflantiationi 

Am. 1531. ZuiNGLius fell in battle, attending 
with his exhortations his countrymen, as was the duty 
of his office. With this his adverfaries prefumed to 
upbraid him, and infult his memory, however undeferv. 
ing reproach. The triumph of the popifli bigot, Sir 
Thomas More, fpeaks what fpirit he was of : but his 
lofs was more than repaired in Calvin, who foon after 
took the lead at Geneva, and was regarded as the patri- 
arch of the reformed churches. His learning, t)iety,and 
zeal, attra£led from all countries ftudents to Genevai 
now become a kind of feminary to the reformed church- 
es, as Wittemberg had been to the Lutheran ; and frooi 
thence tjjey iffued forth, to fpread the opinions, and to 
recommend the model of their admired teacher. Hence 
a band of union was formed through England, Hol- 
land, Germany, France, and Switzerland, by flmilarity 
of ftudies, and uniformity in opinion, refpefting the 
grand theological tenets ; regarding as a matter of more 
indifference the fyftem of government and difcipline 
which each formed for tbemlelves« 
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Luther had given the civil magiflrate the fupremc 
power in eccleiiaflical regulations, and Zuinglius had 
therein concurred with him ; yet, whilft he made the 
clergy dependent on the civil government, he admitted 
a difference of rank, and appointed a fu]perintendant o. 
ver the clergy of his canton, 

Calvin maintained the independence of the Churcli 
on the magiftrate, as competent to form its own govern- 
ment and regulations, in fynods and cohfifiories, under 
the protecting power of the civil ruler, wiih perfeS par- 
ity among the prefbyters. 

The Church of England ftcered a middle courfc.— 
All fupremacy of legal dominion being in the King, 
and the two houfes of parliament. Their deciGons on- 
ly conftituce law. But the clergy in convocation, with 
the confent of the monarch, may form regulations bind, 
ing on their own body, as the bye. laws of a corpora-' 
tion, though not univerfally obligatory. For a long while 
paft this convocation hath ccafed to meet for ecclefiaC 
tical affairs ; at leaft they onlv meet and adjourn, with 
out proceeding to any bufinefs. 

France, Holland, and Scotland, with Geneva, adopted 
the government which Calvin recommended. The 
Swifs perfevered in that eftabliflied by ?^uinglius; and 
the Churches of England and Ireland purfued with e. 
pifcopacy a mixed regulation, fubordinate to the parlia* 
inentary fupremacy. 

But the great point which diftinguiflbed this leader of 
the reformed churches, refpe3ed ihe decrees of God, 
«nd their confequences, on the everiafling ftate of nren 
^s (lowing from his own fovereign pleafure and will, 
|^o;biog tb2^t Calvin advanced fjpoke iironger than Lu» 
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iherhad previouQy maintained on the TubjeS pf. predeC 
tination and grace ; the impotence'of the human will ta 
good ; and the utter . corruption of onr falleo nature* 
But after bis deceafe, the Lutherans in general depart^ 
ed from the tenets of iheir great reforracr^ to the fcmi. 
pelagian fyftem o{ co-operation^ Againft thj^s, the Ge*. 
ncvian apoftle, ably feconded by his golleagues, Bezaj^ 
Zancbius, and others, ftrongly contended and fupportcd 
the fyftem, fince called the Calviniftic, with fuch force 
of ari^ument that it was univcrfally adopted through all 
the reformed churches, and became ijieir difcriminaiing 
feature : and muft continue fo, as long as the Helvetic 
cqnfieflT^on, tbe catechifn) of Heidlcbi^rg, the. decifioni^ 
of th^ fynod of Dort, the af[embly's catechifi^, and th^ 
thirty, nine articles of the Church of England con^nue 
unrepealed. For,wl;iateYer changeof fentimeot^njay have 
b.een wro^ught at Geneva, in France, Holland,. Gerroa- 
ipy, ox Greai-r Britain ; whilft thefe formi^larie$ continue 
^he exprefs bor\ds of union in the feveral cbw^cbesj in 
vhich none C3\n enter into l\oly orders, bu,t by their fol- 
f mn confent and approbation to. the ti:uths wbicb thefe 
formulas of do6^rine contain^ fo long whatever difier« 
^nce of fentifpent may be entertained by individuals^ 
jnirufters, or o.ibers, the majority, or minority, none can 
}fe inferred in the Churchy which remains for ever fucbj^ 
^s the articles ^f b^r fai(h declare. 

The difput^s occafioned by tbe oppoGtion, r^iCed tg^ 
thefe predeitinarian fentiments, form a principal part of 
the hiftory of tbe reformed churches ; as in each of 
them they were attacked by men of tbe greatefl acute- 
nefs and learning ; and, as they prefent a revolting a£- 
peft in the view of every unhumbled confcience, and 
unenlightened mind, it was impoffible, humanly fpeak- 
ing, but tbqfe very confequences (bauid Kcfali^ which 
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ive are about Ihortly to detail ; and which are equally 
Angular and obtlervablc ; to Hit-r-lbat for a long while 
pa It the majority of teachers arid people in all the re- 
formed churches have been departing farther and fartbetp 
from the free grace and predeltinarian fyften> ; and yet 
the original e'ftabhihent of ihefc dpfctrincs, in ihcir feve. 
tz\ formularies and. confeflions of faith, remains 4:JSLa£tljf 
^s they were £^ed from the beginnings 

Swit:^erland, divided between Popilh and Proteflant 
cantons, hath colinued fince jhe days of Calvin, the 
fame formula of dodrine and difcipline. 

France united herfelf with Gentsva and h^r vetierar 

%>le fathers, Farel and Beza ; who, afier Calvin's de- 

ccafe, fpread the truths he taught with equal ^ eal apd 

fuccefs ; but that iinhappy country, torn viith civil and 

religious feuds, fufFered/everely. The party of the re- 

formed, and the Catholics, were not very unequally bak 

9nced, though the preponderance reftcd with the latter* 

Yet thp Huguenots a name given to ih^ French Protr 

^Rants, were numerous even at court, and among tlie 

principal perfonages of the Ungdom. The dreadful 

malTacie of the Proteftants on St. Bartho|- 

AN. 1572. pmew's day, which every tongue has execrat. 

ed, kindled afrefli the fires of diiTention^ 

hardly extinguiibed ; and throtigh feas of blood. Hen. 

ry of Navarre, the heir of the throne, contended for 

chis birth.right againft his popiQi and inveterate enemies^ 

The great obftrudion was his profeflion of the reforroe4 

religion. Honor long maintained the flruggle, for cotu 

fcience with fuch a man could have prefented a feebly 

barrier. A change of religion feated him at laft peace* 

^bly 00 the throne. Henry the Fourth, firnamed th^ 

Oreat^ was a man of intrepid valor, a confummate poll- 

(ician? dpd in b^s general manners efteenaed as the moft 
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amiable of men ; is^itbai a proFefiedly zealous Proteft** 
am ; but, at the fame time, the flave of appetite, and iiu. 
clulging bis pafQons ii> fuch impurUy of Ucentioufnel% 
as difgraced the name of Chri&ian* It iiule figni&ed, m^ 
dieed, to v^bat charch he belonged* His politic apofla*-* 
€y procured peace for the body which be defer ted, as 
vetl as the throne for bimfelf ; and ibe edid of Nanl^s 
confirmed to the reformed the moft ample toleration^ 
ivkh free admiOion to all places of honor and proEt ;. 
^nd chambers of juflice, where they enjoyed an equal 
RUinber of affeffors of their own profeffion. A tbircl 
fdbti of the kingdom at lead had then embraced the le* 
fbinaed religion. An. 1589. 

As. 1560. Knox, the famous Scotch reformer, anrf 
pupil of Calvin, brought from Geneva the reformecl 
fentiments and difcipline, and after furious ftrogglcs ct 
U>bli(hed tbemi through Scotland. 

England had long been preparing, before Lmher or 
Calvin arofc, for a reform ; and when firft the fepara* 
lion was formed from the fee of Rome, was in peculiar 
circumftances. Quring the life of Henry the Eighth, ^ 
man of violence, lawlefs in appetite, and deftitute of alt 
iretigion, England, as a body, could not be properly faid 
to have had any religious f^ntin^ents, or church eftabliib. 
ment, when the defpotic will of the monarch made what 
alterations he pleafed, and fent to the Barnes, or the fcaf- 
fold thofe who dared to queftion his fupremiacy, or to 
controvert his deciQons. Cranmer, the friend of Cal. 
vin, and in opinion otie with him, refpefting dof^rineS) 
was high in the favor of this capricious and cruel mon- 
arch. By improving every offered occafion, and yield. 
ing, where he found oppoCtion ufelefs, though often ex« 
pofed to the moft imminent ruin, he endeavored to a- 
yert ail the eyi^ and do s^ll tt^e g^ood which was ia b%l 
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power. But no fooner had dcaih remov^ 
AN. 1547* the tyram, and placed ihe amiable Edward 
^oli (be throne, than the whole eccleGan«c«4 
eAabUfiKBtnt was moddled according to the reformed 
fyftem, leaving the bilhops, and the difciptine of the 
Church, nearly as they had been before. The ab«fes 
of popery were all removed, or at lead it was dcfignred 
tbey (bould be : and £ngland became a capital member 
of the reformed Church. The excellent Peter Martyr^ 
the intimate friend of Calvin, was invited over, and feat- 
cd in the profeflbr's chair at Oxford ; and boih univer. 
ties thaintained with zealous attachment the doctrine* 
termed Calviniftic^ and which the ihiriy.nine article* 
confirmed, a^ the eftablifhed profeffion of the kingdom^ 
<^eneVa was avowed a filler Churchy united in do6lrirve, 
though different in Government and difcipline z and 
lierein^ by an exprefs declaration of Calvin, bound to 
excrcife mutual indulgence. This flouriSl- 
♦A*f* ^553* ^''g period continued till the reign of Ma- 
ry ; when many eminent minifters being mar^ 
tyred) tVie reft who efcaped her bloody biChops, difperf* 
cd and fied into the foreign ProteQant churches, and 
were received at Geneva with the moft fraternal hofpi- 
taiity. When divine Providence, on the 
AN. 1558. deroife of Mary, placed Elizabeth on thti 
throne, tbefe perfecuted exiles returned to 
the land of their nativity, reftored to their chargesi and 
cxcrcifing their mlniftry in the chtirch, from which ^hey 
had been expelled : but, during their abfence, their 
habits of intimacy and acquaintance with Geneva^ and 
her divines, as well as of the other reformed church- 
es, had raifed fcruples in their minds refpediing the law* 
fulnefs of many rites continued in the Church of Eng- 
Jand ; and a wifli to reduce that eOablifhment to a con. 
formic/ with the greater (implicity<)f the foreign reformed 
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churches. The body of the dignified clergy was againft 
Ihe exiles : many had conformed from popery, anfd 
\«i(hed to keep as near as pofllbie to the Church which 
they had renounced, in hopes of another changfe ; but a« 
bove all, the imperious Elizabeth who bad inherited an 
abundant portion of her father's tyranhical fpirit, heli 
her fupremacy with a jealous tenacity, and fet her face 
dgainO all innovations; and though both her intereft 
and irrclination feetned to concur with her ediicatioii^ 
and to make hel^ a determined Proteflatit, jet ftic h^d 
no objeflion to the exterior pomp of worfhip, and ratb- 
tr appeared willing to enlarge thaii curtail the rittial 
ceremonies. Nor did the ihiO, and rigid manhers of 
the exiles at all a.ppear cogenial to her fpirit, which^ 
with all her apparent ^eal for the outward profeffion of 
the Proteftant religion, feemed totally deHitute of the 
power of it, in her confcience dnd hef conduQ; Heir 
imperioujs temper ; bet feminine Vanity ; her duplicL 
ty unci cruelty to the Queen of Scots ; her profane 
fwearing ; and a miiltitude of a6ls utterly inconfiftenC 
with tlie purity and gentlenefs of the religion of iht 
Son of God, might be confiRent with the charafter of a 
great Queen, but utterly incompatible with that of % 
good Chriftian^ 

i**ar from conceding drly thing to the wifhes of thofe 
who began to obtain the name of Puritan, from the j&m- 
reyworfJnp and manners which they profeffed to feek, 
the Queen publifhed the AB of Uni/ormi'y^ ^nd enforced 
it with all the rigor of her authority. The puritans e*. 
afperated bv a treatment, which, after their long and 
eminent fufFerings, they thought (hey fo liitlei deferved, 
and fo little expefled, abftained not from fliarp arrd bit- 
ter invedives ag-^inll their oppreflbrs ; and their obfti- 
Qacy and their fcrupulolity were often as extreme^ as 
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the infoleitce and intolerance of their advcrfarics xvere 
blamcable. The beft, the gcntleft, the moft pcaecabte 
cib both fidcs^ were little heard amidft the pafEons of 
heated opponems : neither party was difpofcd to yield ; 
iand the breach daily, widehed. The rcfufal to grant a 
liberal toleration, and the determination to fuppreirsthe 
tDttrmurs of the difcontented, by the flron^hahd oiF 
power^ rendered ihcm only more iniiDicsH to govern-^ 
ment, and united aihong themlclves ; vhich otherwife 
they would *^not have been : for, wbilft the moft violent 
labored to overturn the edcleQaAicat ie'dablifhrnent, and 
to reduce it to their favorite Oenevian modelj the 
more n^oderate would have gladly accepted a few 
>conceffions, removing the moft obnoxious grbunds bf 
their objedion to the form^ eftabliflied ; of which the 
article df veftoients, the fign of the crofs in bajpiifni, 
and fonie fimilar rites, made a formidable part t for, as 
to the doBrints^ they were perfefily ccrnfemient, and e^ 
qually tenacious of them^ perhaps more fo than their ad:, 
verfaries. Nor were they as averfe to the name of bifll- 
op or his fuperintendance^ as to the pomp, and wealthy 
and political engagements of the ptelacy : for as yel the 
Englifh bifhops claimed not their office by iivint righU 
but under the conJiUiUion of their country ; nor pleaded 
For more thaii two orders df apoflolic appointment, bllh. 
ops and deacons. — (Sec Burnet Reform, vdl. i. p. 3^4') 

An. i588ir Bifhop Bancroft widened the breach, 
by afferting in a fermon, preached at Paul's Crt>fs, that 
bifhops were a diftinft order from priefts, and that by 
divine right ; and ArchbiQiop Whitgift fupporied the 
affenion. 

This tended farther to irritate, as the archbifbop and 
his affociates refulcd to confider any as invefled with 
the miniflerial charaSer^ who were not epifcopaily or^ 
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dallied ; and demanded of ibofe, who bad been fet a« 
part in the other reformed churches, to be re-ordain^ 
ed before they were permitted to mintfter in the 
Church of England : as if there could be no minifters| 
DO facraments, no ordinances, no church, withoQt biibr 
ops, pri^fts, and deacons of epifcopa] ordination' : and 
this as c|bch offended the whole body of the reformed 
churches abroad, as it juftly irritated the Puritans at 
home. 

The cathedrals, their worlfaip and pomp, were pecuL 
iarly obnoxious to the PuritaiKs, as were the dignitaries 
that occupied the fialls in them : and as they defired tp 
banifli the pageantry of devotion, they ai(b wifiied a 
greater purity of difcipline ; and that all who were Of« 
pen offenders, or of dubious chara^er, fiiould be eifr 
eluded from the communion of the faithful : but thai 
fttcb exclufion from the table of the Lord, fboiu'd noC 
expofe them to any civil or worldly incommodity, in 
reputation, per(bn, or eftate« 

The high commiffion court, and it^ arbitrary inquifi* 
torial proceedings were ftrongly and juftly objeSed to j 
but fuch an engine was too congenial to the defpotic 
temper of the monarch, not to be fure to meet her ftreo« 
uous fupport. 

Thus began thofe troubles in the Church, the fearful 
,effeas of which, the next generation peculiarly experi^ 
cnced : where each equally blameable in their turn, a- 
bufed their power in perfecution ; and infiead of liberty 
of conkience, and generous toleration, fmote with the 
fword of the civil magiftrate, ail that refufed to conform 
to their feveral exclufive eftablifliments* 

The confliQs of the contending parties I mean not 
to dwell upon* 1 can only juft notice^ that among the 
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Puritans t&emfeJtes, tliougb united agamft the Chiifcb^ 
■rrach difunian prevailed ; whil^ fome >oiild be coxi^ 
tent with lefsy and others claimed more reforms, a varic. 
ty of feds cQoimenced in embryo^ which a future ag$ 
batched into life. Of thefe I fiiall only notice that de« 
nomination of diflenters whif^h now iifi begat) to appear, 
and afterwards beconiiing fo dominant under the pro- 
te£lorate, declined ai the reftoratton^ but at prefentfeemi 
gteatly reviving. 

An. ^581)* The Independents tr^ce their mod diSia» 

guiOied origin to Robert Brown, a man of abilities^, who 

^ffeded' to form a purer churchy on the apoftohc mod* 

el, than had yet exited. He confemed to all the CaU 

viniftic doflrines, alike at that day a^nriited by churchv 

wten and Pnriiians ; but in eccleiiailical government^ 

he fuggefted a new plan of eongregatiomt chnr^hes^ of 

which antiquity had furniflied no precedent, at teaft 

iSnce the apoAolic age : each' feparate and d»Ain£t*— con. 

fitting of thofe only who worfl^tpped in the fame place--^ 

exempt from all jurifdiQion but of themfelves — eleft- 

ing their own paftors — and diftniffing them by the vote 

of a majority of members — admitting and expelling 

from their foclcty in the fame modie. Their pafior was 

diftinguifhed neither by garb nor fupcriority from xht 

ted ; exeept his leading the devotions, miniftering the 

^raments, and addreffing the congregation by appoint* 

mem of the people. They permitted him not to minifl 

tier baptifm, or the communion, except to thofe of hik 

ewn fociety ; yet did they not reft^ift the office of Uackj 

§r to one, but admitted any member who offered and 

was approved by the church, to exhort and edify their 

brethren i wiihal^ highly intolerant, ihey rcfufed all 

communion with every other Ibciety of Cbriftians, form^ 

«d upon: 9 difibrenl nvodel £rom their owa^ la man/ 
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of thefe poiDts the independents, have been fince mom 
enlarged and Ube^aK Brown, after iiying his country 
fox lus oppoCtjfoa to the governing powers, and at«f 
tempting to fdtm churches on the independeiit model 
in the Dutch provinces, returned to England, confonia^ 
rd to the church eftabli(hed y and is &td to have 6nifh-> 
^d his latter days at Achurch, in Nonhampton&ire, in 
% manner dirgraceful to any church. A part of one of 
^hc congregations which he quitted zt Leyden, tran£f, 
ported thenirelves to America, and founded at Boflojg^ 
^ firft independent fi>ciety on that Gontin^nut 

Yet, aiotdil th^fe difputea aod contentions, refpedins 
tibe foxms of religion, a. great ^nd glorious, ni^r^bej: c^ 
living evidences pf pure QbciQianity appeajred. Manj^ 
of the wrijtiiigs which have reached Ms, witpefs (h,e ex. 
cellence of their authprs ^ a.nd thjC exemplari^ef^. o^ 
(heir condu£)^ and their zea} foe theiir adorable M;a£i 
(er's fervice, demppfltate, thqt the rc(brioe4, cbujcches io^ 
Chis Und were then, a. praiie ii;L the. earth. It i^ m^(;K 
to be lamented^ that a greater fpixit of me^ko^fs and mt^- 
tu^l forbearance ^as not exercifed by me^, who, pro^ 
fefling to. unite in aU th^ divine dpSrin^s, ^nd the hpiy, 
^fluence of the?), put ajp import^ce upon the ceremor. 
pials of i^eligion, to. whi^ch they feem To tittle ifnti^led^t 
The one (ide,^ (oo intolerant a,nd tenacious pf authority^ . 
not dirpofed to, adonit reafonable claims, or ^o indulge. 
Confcientious fcr^iples :. the otber^ fiiffand unb^ding^ 
diflatisiied with any <;onc^ffions or alteratipnss^ ^hich. 
came not up to the extent pf their requiiitions ; iio^ 
f barging Tnapy of the bifhop^ as tyrannics^l and anti^ 
chiidian, who certainly meant tp be neither; and wiJI^ 
Jfy all impartial poQeiity, be rc^kp^ed ampng the cs^ 

^ Tbeix fiift landing, m^ ftuUmcnt wcr« at Fljgiovt^ 
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cellent of the earth. The great head of the church haxfe 
long fince judged both parties, and I doubt not, 
they are together praifing him, who pitieth our infinni* 
lies, and pardoneih our iniquities. Certain it is, thai 
inany qf the biQiops of that day %vere laborious paftoT*^ 
f nd edified the flock over which the Holy Gbolt h^d 
inade iheai overfeers, by ttheir examples and preaching, 
ps they did the whol^ church by th^iir \^fitingaij and it^ 
as certain, that naar^y of ihofe who dared qpt conforiii 
|o the eftablifliment, were tpinifters equally pip.us, learn- 
ed and exemplary, adorned the doQrine of Gqd our Sav, 
^oqr by the purity of their lives, and greatly edified the 
little flocks which had b^en collected by their labors: 
imd notwithftanding; the weight of authority a^ainft 
them, they continued rifing iti public eRimation^ and 
cncreafing the iiumbers of the diffaiisfied. Tliefa were 
of two forts, Stale Puritans, whp wifhed to introduce a, 
greater meafqre of civil liberty into the governQfient,an4 
y^ctc the political chiefs, who watched their opportunity 
to turn the difcontents of iheir brethren to the accooi-^ 
plifhmeni pf their own defigns. The others were 
Church Puritans, who defired no alterations in gpvern- 
!p[ient, and would have acquiefced in the eccleGaflicat 
«ftabli(hment with fonne modifications, but wilhed a re- 
du£lion of unneceflary ceremonies, and to feparate iha 
Church from political contiedions with State ; lb as to 
be lefs a worldly fanduary, as to them it appeared. I; 
was fomething obfervable, that the men among the con. 
formifls themfelves, who neither obje£led to the form* 
or the government of the church, if they manifefted 
peculiar zeal in preaching ; (Iri^tnefs of manners ; and 
abftained from the theatre, and what the world calls the 
innocent amufements of life ; they alto received the 
jijrand of Puritanifm, a circumftance highly favorubl^ 
19 ^he noo.copfprmiQg party, as icpprcilipg an idea that 
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iivhh them the greateft fpirituality of condtid, an4 
the power of godiinefs, was to be found, ftnce all who 
{hewed tbe moA of tfaia in their converfation, bote their 
feproach. 

The holy h'ves, and the triumphant deaths of many 
of the men of that generation, arc on record. Their 
flourifhing congregations, and tbe attention paid to the 
nxiniflry of cbofe mod faithful laborers, ihew a relifib for 
the truths which they preached, and a defire to be fol- 
lowers of fuch as through faith and patience inheritecl 
tbe promifes. I bear tbem often branded as hypocrites^ 
^nd their piety interp][eted as outrageous and enthufiaf* 
tic ; but I am not at all fatisfied, that thofe from whom 
the reproaches of this fort come, are the bcft judges of 
evangelical truth, or tbe nobleft patterns* of ChriRbn 
converfation. There were, do doubt, many hypocriteap 
^nd fuch as, under tbe cloak of religious appearance^ 
bad political ends in view ; but this will be only a far. 
iher proof of the fa8, that a life of exemplary godlinefs 
was common, and highly refpe6ted ; and therefore de- 
monftrate^ a general fpread of vital religion^ among us, 
in that day. 

The United Provinces, refcued from the tyrarv 
Dical dominion of Philip, as well as emajocipated from 
the Romifh yoke, by many a hardfought battle, and 
perfevering courage, began to breathe in eftabli&ed 
liberty, which defied the impotent malice of their eiie^ 
mies. The furnace of affli£Hon always 
AN. 1579. brightens the Church of God. A great and 
faithful boil of preachers of the everiaftiog 

♦ I venture to ufe this phrafeology, bowcrer much it hatb been 
derided by infidels and fcoffcrs ; and 1 do it on purpofe to ex- 
prefs my views ©f true Chriftlanityi as a divine principle of life, iXtf^ 
piaated by tbe Spirit of Qod. (The Author's w\Jt.\ 
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^ipet aroTe, ahd the band^ of religion nrengtfccned 
ibcm for every confliS. A golden God, and the fpirit 
4of coflimcrce, with the lArealih it produces^ had tioi as 
yet extended iis baneful influence over the men of that 
generation. They had darted in the race vigoroufly ; 
and adopting the reformed fyflem of doflrine, adorned 
it by a purity^ fobriety and temperance^ that was diH 
Uiiguilhing. 

A great number of the Bohemian and Moravian 
brethren, joined by the perfecuted followers of Hufsj 
and driven by the Catholic clergy into Poland, united 
viih the reformed churdies. They had at firft conneS- 
td themfelves with Luther and his aflbciates, to whom 
they fern their confefTion of faith and difcipline, and 
were not difapprovcd, though in many thing* 
AK« 1522. different from the Lutheran. But whetl 
they were expelled Bohemia, retaining their 
own difciplinCj they adopted the Calviniftic doftrine* 
I apprehend a branch dill remained in Moravia, and 
Bohemia, united with the Lutherans, from whom the 
prefent Moravian brethren are defcended ; wlio, ia 
doflrine, approach much nearer the Lutheran confef- 
fion than the Helvetic, though in their church govern- 
ment they have retained epifcopacy, and peculiariiies 
very diftinguifting. If their anceflofs were as excel- 
lent as many of that denomination in the prefent day^ 
we mud reckon them among the living members of the 
real Church of the redeemed. 

I 
The Poles, from them, and other German.^ received 
the true evangelical religion ; and Bohemians, Luther- 
ans, and Swifs, confederated to defend themfelves; ex. 
ercifing towards each other mutual indulgence, and 
bearing the name of united brelhnn^ . 
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Many of the German prineipalities, Hanau^ NafTau^ 
Ifengbcrg^ and others, towards the end of this century, 
joined the reformed churches; and the progrefs of 
Calvinifm in Denmark was confiderabie^ though th6 
dominant religion continued Lutheran. 

tt nriay not be impropier to ctofe ttie acdoiint of thS 
Irefornied Chiirch, with fome ftriSures on ihfe charaflet 
of that eminent perfonage, who was fo highly difijnguifh* 
cd in his day, and has miniftered fo much matter of ad- 
thiratlori to his frietids^ and obloquy to his etiemies^ 

Calvin was ^ native of Koyon^ in Picardy : his 
mental powers were great ; his diligence indefatigable ; 
bis erudition equal to the fitft of that age ; his elo- 
quence was manly > his ftyle perfpicuous, and admira-^ 
bly pure > as a minifter of the fanQuary, as a profeffor 
of divinity, his labors were immenfe. Yet in the zenith 
of his power, his income amounted only to twehty.five 
pounds a-year ; and he refufed the increafe of fiipend 
ubfch was offered him by the magiftracy, chiifing ratb«. 
cr to give an example of difintereftednefs to his fiiccef- 
fors< His morals were flrifilly exemplary ; his piet^ 
fervent ; bis zeal againft offenders in do6lrine, br mari^ 
ners^ rigid. He had much oppofition tt^i fencotinter^ 
but he fubdued it by perfevering ardor, and dignity of 
conduft. His influence at Geneva was Vaft 5 and he 
was looked up to by the reformed in general, as their 
oracle. Every where his name was mentioned with re- 
verence. Tenacious in point of do6lrine he met a hoft 
of opponents, who rejefted the fyftem of unconditional 
decrees. Controverfy (harpened his fpirit, and he is 
accufed of abufing his power and influence in afts of 
oppreflion towards his adverfaries. The fufferings of 
Gruet, Bolfac, Caftalio, Ocbinus, but particularly of the 
ever remembered Servetus, put to death by the Gene* 
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van ma^iftratcs, For his focinian and infidel, opinions, 
have brought an odium. on Calvi/)'$ name, as having ifv- 
fti^^aied iheni to fuch aSs of violence ; ai lead not hav. 
ing exerted the auihority which be was known to poC. 
fcfsjto prevent the fliedding. of blood : a^nd if this were 
i juft charge, lei the reproach reft upon hrm. 

However (dangerous fuch opinioris ^ may be fuppofed 
tp the peace of fbciety, or the fouls of men^ many now 
doubt the right of any pifenal inflidions for iheiii ; and 
much more the juflice of putting any man to death oh 
that accoufir,* howeVeY impious, of aiheiflital he may 
^ be. But, in truth, the rights of confciejice were as Ik- 
lle underftood in that day among the Proicftajnts as a,- 
inong the Papifts -, and ob(tinatci herefy^ or daring blaf- 

* phemyi fuppofed to deferve tbe^ moft icondign punifh* 
l^ent^ and adjudged to prif6n, and to deaib. 

Far from attempting to juftify thefe fevefides, I efc 
teem this as the fouleit blot in Calvin's othef^fe ftircf- 
cutcheon ^ nor do 1 think the fpirit of the times any ex, 
culpation for viotaiing the plained diftaies of the wor^ 
, of God and common fenTe, ihat *^ liberty of confciencl^ 
aqd private judgment arc every man's bifih-right :" arid 
where nothing immoral, or tending by fom'e overt aft 
to difturb the peace of fociety appears, there all puhifh« 
fnent for matters of opinion ittrfft be litierly i^nchriftian) 
dnd unjudifiable. 

• Calvin's advice, to the' Englith Puritans, refpeQing 
conformity., was fingularly. conciliatory. He wifhed 

•them in all ma*tiej*& of indifference t,o fubmit ; and wheF6 
they^ could not, to give as little offence , as poffiblc.-^ 

. Supp.>ffing with the wifett part of the reformed Church, 
tfbat VjelusChrift hiaving left no exprcfs directions 
lefpedling eccle&^ftic^) governments every nation mij^ht 



Digitized by 



Google 



»« mPAJtTlAL HISTORY OP CP««^^ 

eftabltSi the form lacrfl agreeable to ic(elf, provided no« 
thing was enjoined contrary to the word of God.^ 
That he was a great man, bis ^fiemies will not deny — • 
that he was a good man, tliey who knew him bed bore 
the mod unimpeachable witnefs : and Vvhat none dare 
difpute, thofe whoi were the moft diflinguiflxed in every 
Protefliint country, for learning and piety, courted his 
acquaintance, and gloried in his friendffaip ; than wbicb, 
perhaps, a ntore unequivocal proof cannot be produced 
of human excellence. 

The reformed Church exhibited a confteUatioh of 
worthies, many of ^hom have been mentioned, and^ 
more are omitted, whofe writings demonftrate their 
deep erudition, and theological knowledge ; and^ who 
are ftili eapAilted for their critical flcill, as well as for 
prafiical improvement. Their fyftem was to open the 
word of God, as the fountain of wifdom, admitting no- , 
thin^ tO|Ji)e taught, as divine truth, but what was dearly 
deducibte from tbence ; avoiding all far-fetched inter* 
pretations, and fcbolaftic fdbtleties. And' on thisbafis 
of the pure word of God abne^ have the reformed 
churches been ere£led : and amidfl the deplorable apof« 
iacy from all religion, fubfift in vigour to the prefeal 
day. 

111. THE HETEROIX)X CHURCH. 

A THIRD body of ProteJlants, who are formed into^ 
Church order and profefs Chridianity^ I have ventured 
without meaning any reproach, to. ctafs under the 
title of HETERODOX ; as they differed fa eflentially and 
fundamentally from the reft of the reformed. . Tbefe 
rofe up under feveral names and forms ; to the chief 
irf* which I ihall (hortty advert^ and their hiftoiy* 
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It was hardly poflibie) when the fpirit of reformatioa 
after years of darknefs iovited lo the perufal of the 
Icriptures, and to the moil unliinited freedom of enqui- 
ry into their contents, that a diverfity of fentimentt 
foouid not ariie among ihe learned ; from whom, and 
ibetr conceit of fuperior intelligence, all herefies have 
nfualiy commenced. Of the multitudes therefore of 
Ihofe, who rofe up in oppofition to the popifli abufes, 
ibme puflied their objedions even to the Bible itfelf; 
and reje£led, asr we have feen, revelation, and the very 
being of a God. The old herelies of Arian and Pe)a« 
gian origin, revived ; and various ffaades of degradatioo 
of Chrift's divinity, brought him down from eifentisd 
godhead^ to the loweft date of humanity, in the fyllem 
Called sociNiAiiiisM : unlefs we Ihail admit the mod.^ 
ern Unitarians to a lower flep ; who with the Davidiji^ 
H fed in Tranfylvania, refufed every addrefs, or honor 
of mediation, to Jefus Cbrift. Indeed the gradations 
fcarcely deferve confideration, as the difference between 
Ihe true God and no God is fuch, as hardly to ad« 
snit of any thing intermediate. This feft appears IQ 
derive its origin from Iialy ; and its name from Fauf. 
lus Socinus ;* and to have fpread among a few individq* 
als of confiderable literature ; but not to have been 
moulded into form, and an efiablifhmefit, till it vifited 
Poland, where, after fome viciffiiudes, the city of Ra. 
cow, in the palatinate of Senddmir^ became the fern* 
tnary and metropolitan feat of this herefy ; and 
the Racovian catechifm their confefSon of 
AH. 1574. faith. The leading principle of the feft ap- 
pears to be, that, ^^ whatever furpafles the 
limits of human comprebenlion is to be excluded from 



* Leiius Socinus^ Uie Uode of Fau&as was properly th^ 
tbtndet of this fed* 
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Ibe Chriftian profeffion.'* The myftery of the Trinity— 
the incarnation of the Son of God— and^hc' deity- of 
the iSpirit— ^arc thereforeVconfequcntly, uHcfly renoun- 
ced in their creed. Refpeding the anicle uf baptifni| 
ihey admiued only adults ; and re-baptifed ibqfe wtd 
joined them from other communions. • They were cbn- 
•-^derably divided among ihemfelves ;' and though they 
ihade many jealous eflForis froifn RacoW, to fprcad 
their tenets into other coBntries, they osiet with very lit- 
jle fucccfs, being every where watched with a jealousi 
^ye, and often punifccd by both Lutherans and Calvin-; 
iUs» as well as committed to the inquiGtion, iinder tb^ 
Roman pale.' " - * 

It is obfervable that foroe of the moR zealous difci- 
)1e*s of Socinianitra were phyficiahs, as Serveiusi whofe 
■ate is wcir known ; and whofe turbul^jntfpirit brought 
him to his untimely end, inexcufable as the inftrumeiits 
were who imbrued their Tiands in his blood, '"* 

An. 1563. Blandrata, aRptbet phyfician, fent ihtq 
Tranfylyanizr at the requeft of Prince i>igi(iuund, labor- 
ed with equal zeal and- more ftjccefs; arid with his affo- 
jjCiates fpread their opinions, and procured a pciaceable ef. 
lablifliraent, and open prqfeffion of their feith there, IQ 
this day. Though their nun^beri have pot b^cin grea| 
in any place, they have maintained an exigence, and in 
the declenfions of pure*Chriftianity, bayc gained profe. 
Jytes in countries, into which at fir ft they found opadmifr 
fion ; as in England ; x^bere an effort, though with no 
great fuccefs, has been tnade to ^revive the Unitariap 
>nd Socinian notions with foine deviations from their 
priginal. The indifference to all religion, has permitt- 
ed them peaceably to exift ; at the fame time, that ithaili 
been unfavorable to their progrefs ; as thefe opinion* 
Hijit not the mi|Itiiude^ and the few who chufp tp b^&^ 
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46inkcrs, and treat revelation cavalierly) ratbcf prefer to 
^ake no profcffion of Chriflianity at a^. ' 

The pcaceablenefs of the Socinian princip)^ vhich 
in their rooft ancient c^tcchifms, forbad oaths, or jthere. 
^ftance oJP injury or opprcflSon, made them much' lels 
obfcrvabie ihaij the'fe6l of the Anabaptijls^ viih which 
ibey were often .claJjTed bccaufc of their coincidence in 
t^e point of baptifm, however different in other particn* 
far^. Thefe laft indeed eyciijsd the greate ft dift urban- 
^es, required the flrong arm of power to fubdue them^ 
and brought upon t^emfelyes the heayieft cenfurcs of 
the reformed, whether Lutberans'or Caivihifts, 

Amidft the agitations of thofc days, arofe tbi^Te£l ; 
prefuming to found a new Church, in which every mem- 
ber Ihould be a true and real faint ; and thpir leaderSf 
under a fure divine impulfe, and armed with ipiracuk>cis 
IDowers agai'nft all oppofition. Under Muntzer, Stub- 
tier StorkV and John of Leyden, a tumultuous multitude 
declared war ^gainft all magiflracy, and propofed to t^ 
rcS avnew tKriftoi^raiiy^ in which they expefled the Sa- 
viour himfelf peifoiially to appear, and to rule the na- 
tions by them and their followers. The firft inunda- 
tion vr?s fwept ^way as aboye rccprd.ed^ and the leaders 
deftroyed. But the fc3 fvfbfifted, and continued to 
difleminate the fame hopes, and to ipake the fame pre- 
lenfions. Not thajt all who were included in the name^ 
^ere alike turbulent in their principles, or fanatic in their 
expefiations. Many of them appear to baye been perfons 
of real piety, fedti/ced by the hope of a purer and better 
Hate of the CbriRian Church ; and only held in eoro- 
inon with the retl, the necellity of adult baptifm, by inu 
nerfion. The different countiies where they fpread^ 
jsoncurred in exerting every means of fuppreffing them ; 
#^ ;ib^jiinc4 not from cruelties^ which difgraced ^ 
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Qirift'tafft name ; amd which^ as hath been (^ten proved^ 
the canttancy am) imrepidity of the fufferers^ braving 
the favagcnefs of their perfecutors, turned to the credit 
aivd advancement of tbeir caufe. The magiftrate ab« 
fardly involved all who bore the name of Anabaptift in 
tbe fame crripinality ; however harmlefs the vifionar^ 
liopes of many were, compared with the errors and tur- 
bulence of others. And becaufe ait incurable herttic h% 
the eye of a proteftant^ as welt as a papift, was' ftiil ait 
objed for the fword and coercion of theeftablifhed gov* 
crnment, they fyffered fcyerely ; fo inadequatety waa 
Uue Cbridian liberty yet uodetftood* 

On the deftmSion of Munfter^ with its taylor km^ 
m\d the difperfion of thofe who efcaped jtbe fiiry of theit 
enemies, the fugitives perfecuted in every place, were 
reduced very low, and faw the extindlion of tbeir k€k 
approaching : when Menno, a Frieilander, who bodt 

been a popiib prief), arKi, as he owns, a nou 
AVt. 1536*. torioufly wicked man. Was, by frequenting 

their aflfeoiibly, reclaim^ed ; and being a per* 
fon of Qngular abilities^ joined tbe fociety, and became 
their chief. His indefatigable labors from. Holland ta 
l.ivonta, amidft innumerable dangers, greatly increafed 
the number of his followers^ The gentlcnefs of his fpir- 
it) the piety of his condu3, tbe power of bi$ preaching ; 
and his unwearied zeal^ gave weight to his "advice. Hia 
wifdom alfo removed the moil ohjefiionable parts of tbe 
Anabaptift tenets, and moulded them into a conQftence, 
far lefs ofFe.nfive to the red of their Chriftian brethren* 
He retaine 1 ftill fome of the particular do£lrines of the 
feft, refpefting baptifm— the roillenium— tbe unlawfo)* 
nefs of war^ — and of oaths — and the exckifion of all 
magiftracy from their communion — but be condemnei| 
|11 their paft turbulence, polygaroyi and pretences to i^ 
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4»iration : rccommcndHig the greaieft peaceablenels of 
coiHiu^, eveo to iion^reMance^. and the flritiell purky 
of miMralf, without which none were to be admitted, or 
abide in ibeir comnounion. Under fo prudent a leadcct 
the fociety efiabliflied order, and obtained refpedabili^ 
t^. Divifions amor^ themfelves indeed greatly weak. 
etied their caafe; which all Mcnno's prudence could 
not appeafc. A rigid kO, arofe affe£lmg peculiar ftrid. 
ticfs o( difctpHne, and hurling excommunications againft 
their brethren oh the fligbteft occafions. I'his produc 
ed a reparation into the rigid and moderate Ahabaptifts, 
«nd endlefs debates of too Jittle con(equetiee to dwell 
upoti« 

irt HoUand, under that great friend of liberty, Wil^ 
liam Prince of Orange, they obtained a peaceable feu 
tlement, and liberty of confcience ; having generoiilly 
affifted him with money in a grefiit emergence. From 
thence they are Atppofed to have emigrated to England, 
But thofe who have fettled with us, differ flili much 
from the ancient and modern Mennonites ; and more 
among themfelves : for holding as the difiinguilhing fea* 
tiirc c£ their jparty, the article of bapiifm, nothing can ht 
more remote ffom each other than the general baptilts, 
who have embraced the Arminian tenets, and the pcr^ 
ticular BaptiQs, who flrongly adhere to thofe of Calvin, 
and the reformed churches. And of thefe latter, a great 
difference remains betwixt thofe who admit miNed com- 
munioh) arwl thofe who refufe it to any but their own 
peculiar fe^. A few alfo obferve the Jcwifh fabbaih, 
as their day of worfhip, in preference to the Lord's day, 
and are termed fevcnlh day Baptijls. 

When I have ranked the firft Anabaptifts under tb^ 
bead of heterodox, with their fanatical opinions ; 1 wi(h 
by no means to be underftood as comprehending the 
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MennoDites, or. modern congregrations of Baptifts, on 
any line with the Socintan and Arian herefy ; far othet* 
mk^ After Menno had |»u^ged this denomination froih 
the mod exceptionable tenets, I have no doubt, thsit 
m^ny of his followers Md himfelf deferve a name in the 
ChtJrch of the living God, and were ^s trne aiid real 
members of Chrtfts body, a:Jthc cxcellerttin tfrc reform, 
cd and Lutheran churched. And whoever Candidly 
weighs their dcyQrines and pra6lices in tb6 pri^fent day 
tm^ allot chem a place amoiig tlie faithful, as a' genei'al 
body, notwithftanding tbeir tenacioufnefs on the pdiiH 
ef b^ptifm'. Indeed in all other things they fetm very 
nearly united with their reformed brethren, refpefling 
Ae fundamental articles of the Chriftian faith i are ex- 
emplary in their zeal to promote the falvatipn of fouk 
by Jcfus Chrift ; and exhibit refpeSaBle fpecimens oif 
ihofe who walk fp, as we have Chrift for ari^ example. 
Through <he wcakncfs of our intelleft, and the infirmil. 
ty o^ the fie(h, it is not the lot of nkttals to be (^ one 
mind^ nor of real Chriftians to form a compleat ^(^em 
of unity of opinion. But one thing ^Aey deGre to do, 
|o hold the unity of the fpirit in the bond ot peace : 
tnd tQf be of one hearty where they are not perfe6i;ly 
joined in the fame feniiments. And though they occu- 
py feparate communions, and ail^mble not in the;, fame 
places, or wkh the famq forms of worfhip, yet all who 
love our Lord Jefus Chrift in finccrity, will love one 
another out of a pure heart fervently. In a better 
world we (liall be ftill more clofely. united, and be one 
fold under one Shepherd. How fliould this profpeft 
and hope mortify the fpirit of prejudice and bigotry m 
every heart, and lead us to greater enlargement anc^ 
mutual forbearance ! 
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Char ii 

j»RO(ilt£SS OF THE iXTERNAL CHURCHt; 

AFTER ages of gtootriy foperftition, tlife rcigii of 
ignorance and primeval night, we have feen the 
fun of righteoafriers riQng with healing in his wings, to 
difpet the dark (ier$^ and illiirnirie the path, whicb alone 
tan lead the faithful to the light of eternall day. 

The firuggle in Europe, Between truth and error had 
fcecn long and obftinaitfe ; arid, however bleffed the if. 
fde, the effefls of the conieff were greatly to be deplor- 
cid, as having. produced wars, which defolated the faCt 
of niany counitries, and confii6|sinaII the lands of Chrif- 
iendorh' ; fometiofe^ as fatal to the perfecutors^, as to the 
|>erfecuted« 

The corftb^ataiiits hoW had iti a fort felted on theif 
trrns^ and precluded, by the peate of Augflyurg, fronrf 
attempting^ any confidcrable inroads on e^ch other's tcr- 
ritorfes by violence, the Catholics and Proteftants be- 
gan to plan how they might extend their influence over 
<he regio'ns which had been lately difeovered. The 
former efpfecially, hoped ihcfeby to recoyer fome i'ndena^ 
niiy rn the new Continent, for their lofles in the old* 

Herein, indeed tfie cat'holics pofleffed a great arid 
lYianifelt acttantage, not only as united under one fpirit. 
ftarl bead« but alio becaufe the grand difcoveries had 
K 
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been made by tbofe who profeffed the faith of Rome, 
and continued under her obedience^ 'thtfe all equal. 
ly wilhed with the popes themfelves, to propagate their 
own reit^ion, and thus confirnfi a furer and iafer domin* 
ton over thofe whom they had brocight under the yoke, 
ofhoped by nronkiih autfilrari^s nioreeafily 10 fubduc. 
Nothing could more exa;Bty concur with the ambitiouf^ 
views of the pa{)al fee. A hod of miffionaries ruffaed 
into the battle, zealouffv difpofed to fprcad the knowL 
edge of furch Chriftianiiy as they held, through all the 
countries into wbidrh (he arms or commerce of Spaiii 
and Portttgaf hdd penetrated. We have feen the inltitu-. 
tion^ of Jefuits cjcprefsly devoted to this objefl : not 
vefe the odier orders, roufed by their ttdt attd emaia« 
lioir, behind them in the work. 

To direa their efforts mofl; effeQually for fpreading 
^e popi& religion, and bringing the Aibjeded nations^ 
and others, within her pale, was among the moft impor- 
tatit objefls of the Church of Rome. Wiib 
AH. 1622. vifew the pope eftabhftied a £ongregatioa 
of Cardinals, dt /propaganda Jtdeiyiholcthu 
nam^ exprefled their office^ To defray every expencej 
# vail endowment, fuccedively inereafed, furniflied the 
mod ample mpcans. The miflibnaries were edueatedy 
eonveyed, and fupplied, with every netefiFary. . Semina- 
ries were eftahliih^ed for fuch heathen converts as fhould 
be fent to Europe from the diflfereiw nations. Book$ 
were printed iti all languages for the ufc of miffions. A 
provifion was made for creOing fchool?,' and affording 
the poor affiltance, whether by medicine or under any 
temporal want. In (hort, every thing ^ithlch could for- 
ward the miffions was liberally fupplied. 
▲i9« 1663* France copied the example of^ome, and 
facmedaa eftabliibaient for the f^mie parpofes» 
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R^gioients of friars, .black, white, and grey, ^tt^ ready 
for embarkation^ bpweyei diliai)i tiie voyage orperiloya 
Ifae feryico 

The Jefuiu claimed the firft ran^, 9$ due to their 
zeal, iearr»jng, and devotcdnefs the holy fee* The 
Dominicanji, Francifcans, and other orders dtfputed the 
plan with tbcm ; and jealous of their iuperiority, a* i$ 
jibe Cafe ufually betwixt riyals ^or fame, they impeached 
the purity of tbeif motives ; imputed their zeal to am^ 
bitiou» purpofes ; an4 aecufed tbena of fttbjcfling their 
jconyerts to their owq order, with a yiew to make mer- 
^handiCe of them. Into thefe acci)fations probably 
much truth entered, bqt more envy. Indeed, the leii^ 
gion which any of thefe taqght, was almpft, if not a)to« 
j^etber, as far removed from the ficpplicity that i$ in Cbrift, 
as the Paganjfm from which the convert^ were drawfi# 
From the commencement of ihe miffions, the cpngre. 
gation of Cardinals has beep etnployed |n bearing pnd 
f^xamtning innui^>erable memorials and criminations a« 
gaind the Jefuits, the ipofl; grievous and difgracefut to 
ihe ChriOian name. I confefs, aft^r $:onfidering tho 
accufations and the avowed principle of popery, " That 
every fraud and artifice is piotis, that lends tp promote 
the interelis of the Romifli Church,'* the Jefuits kem 
luily vindicated. Admitting tliis allowed principle^ 
they a6ted wifely. None c^n refufe tbcmt the praiie o| 
|ndefatigak(Ie labor ; and little doubt can be^eniertamed| 
that the iOqe of their ixiiflioQary efforts would have beeo 
very different from what has happened, if ihcy bad nol 
been fo often checked in their career : their fidelity to 
tbe feveral Rates, under whofe patronage they aded, 
len lered fufptcious ; and their dev'otednefs to tbe fee 
of Rome itfelf quefiioned. Their rivals infmuated, 
tb^t tbey meaat only tbe ^cury^ riches| and iocfeafe of 
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l^cir own order ; and fa^crificed to thefc every other 
confideration. Whether this was really the cafe or not^ 
their fleps appear dire£ied wjth tbf tnpft confi^mmate 
fkillji and crowned with aftonifbin^ fuccefs. They Q.n6r 
led the ch^raders of thofe W^th whom they b^d to do, 
and fuit^d themfelycs a^like to the peafant 9s the noble: 
Tiiey JTeleded frqnp their ibciety, the inftruinents bcft 
^uali^ed for tbeir feyeral fphcrcs pf a£l^on. They 
Vere pbyfician.fi, aftronomers, mathematicians, painters, 
|nuriciaiis, artifts, in eyery octupation^ that coaid rear 
fier ihcir talents fubfervient to/ mtfitonary pyrpofes. 
Their gentle and inrinuating manners gained the confi*:! 
fience of the^ natives vbere they reGded. ' They made 
iheoif^lves agreeable as uteful to the fuperior ranks: 
they condercended to inftru£t tbe meanefl ; they confok*^ 
^d the different \nclinations and habits of the {eyeral 
nations^ s^nd the indmduals o^eack. In (hort they dc^ 
lermiqed to b.ecome all things to all men^ ibat they 
yii>iht obtain ihe great objeS in their view. The new 
world and the Afiaiic regions, were the chief fie)d of 
their labors. Th^y penetrated into. <he uncultivatcdl 
|:eceircs of America ; "ciyilifed the favages, anci won iheni 
fo habii^ of ^nduftryi They vifited th)e untried regions 
pf iSjiam^ Tonkin, and pochipcbina. ' » . - 

They pntered the vaft^mpire of China nfelf ; in^n«^. 
ated themfelyes into the confidence of that fufpicioos 
.people, and numbered millions among tbeir converts. 
They dared affront the dangers of the tyrannical go^J 
ernmeht of Japaq, and even there extended their con- 
queftsin a manner almoA incredible. In India tbcy 
8|ffumed the garb and 2|u(lerities of the Brahmins ; and 
bpafled on the coafls of Malabar of a ibou!and coft^ 
verts baptited in one year by a fingle miffionary. They 
pould alike familjarife th^mfelyes with tbe magnificcact 
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and luxury of the court of Pekin^ or live on w^i^r 9n4 
.|regetable:», like the Jogis ; and ubate^er their adveri^ 
iTies may object ^o the Toor^uefs of their mQr4l iyOeiBt 
the cpndu6i of the rniflior>dries yas unimpeachable;; 
.^herwife they had neither aitraftcd nor preferved th<> 
yeneration of iheir difciples — ifihey adovitied qf felax-r 
«|tioQ| it W4S fof tbeip, and f^ot for tiieinfelye^* 

That their fufferings were great as their labors v^prtt 
iToccefsful, we have the moft authentic evidence. The 
dreadful mafiacres in China and Japan, proved them fin, 
cere ; and at leaU, as true Catholics as any at Rome^ 
or clfcwbere. 

Kefpedlfng the t>vo great points laid to their charge, 
of endeavoring lo reconcile the Chriftian God, and the 
Chriftian d63rine to the prejudices of the difciples of 
iSonfucius, iBucfa cnay be faid in their vindication. 

- !• yf\i\i regard to the iiame pf Qpd* T^e ufe of the 
^ord Ticn^ ivhich cpmmunicatcd the idea of Deity iq 
a Chitiefe, tnight furely be adoped without oifence ^ 
^nd jf expliiined) be e,qually proper as any other term 
of tbp I^ebrew of Greek language. 

«. With rpgard to the n7<;, and oHerings p?id to 
iheir departed ^ncedors, fomething more objeflionable 
may be found. To us v/ho are no Papifts it muQ ap< 
pe^r equally indifferent, whether the refped: be paid to 
Confucius, or a great grandfather) or to St^ Januarius^ 
pr to St.Crifpin. And if tjiefe rites were only refpcftfui 
ffqiemQrials, and no idolatrous worfhip meant, or offered, 
perhaps as much or more might be pleaded for thetn, 
than for any £uropean faints, many of whom are th^ 
^features of imagination; and never had an exiftence. 
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I wonder noi that thofe who bad born the burdeii 
Und heat of the day, (boi^ld obje^l to have priefts of ow 
tber orders fefit from iPrance and Italy to«prefide o?cr^ 
aiKi d^ircQ the miflions which their lahprs had eftabi^ili« 
fd^ and count t^mfetves iDfolted by fucb interf^pefice ^ 
and noore than this, from the pureft mouye, they mi^hf 
juftly apprehepd, that the work itfelf would fuffer bjf 
fucb imrufioii. 

But, I may riot enter farther into tb^fe injudiciotMj 
quarrels ; fuffice it only to obferve, that their effecls wcrcr 
fctal to the miffionary work. The difputes among the 
miflianaries affedted thejr converts, and every wherc^ 
produced contentions. The jealoufy of th? govern- 
iDcnts was roufed. A dreadfiil perfecution arofe kv Ja- 
pan. The teachers, as well as t|)e difciples, feJl vi£iimf 
|o ibe fury and fufpicion of that favage people y »n4 
the name of Cbriftian there is no more ba^ iu remCQif 
brance, but to abhor it. An. t6i^^ ' 

In China., a flourifhing aera gave .brighter bope» oC 
perpetuity, but they too were blafted. The fameeffeas 
produced the fame calamities ; and, though the prefent 
century left the Jefuits poffeffed of a noble church at 
Pekin, wiibiri the imperial precinds, and the|r miffiona- 
rtes fpread through all that country, and the Mongal 
Tartary, the ne>:t faw them utterly expelled the cmjpire% 
with great carnage, and funk never to rife up again. 

This jealoufy of the Jefuits, and the final prevalence 
of their enepiies, leading at laft to the fuppreffion of their 
order in the ne^t centiiry, has proved eventually tba 
inoft fatal blow to the authority of Rome, and led a^ 
inoft to the extindion of all mii&onary labors among th<[ 
Papifts ; an event which every Proteftaat will rather 
coofider aa aufpicious than affiidive* 
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In Africa, ^helre the Pohiigiieie power ^r^lr^lkd, the 
Capucbibs were i^hieSy empioye^^ lels iM-tful and abte 
indeed th^n ihe difdplcs of Lbyola, foute^tiaHy zealoQ& 
They rdate the wonders wrought by their minifiry fat Be; 
t)in, Sf>ffala,and the weilern ^nd fbutbern to^fts of Afri- 
ca : but thdfe who have feen thefe negro Chiiflians,the 
Catholics themfelm being judges, will with difficuhy 
admit them to ^ place in the Church of Chrift. Though 
they have been baptifed, and learned to make the %a 
of the crofs ; in all the effcntials of Chrifliariity, whcthet 
of dbahne or prafiice, they differ little from their 
counttymeii. It is ainong the awfiil ftents, viewed 
with anguiih by every real Chriftian, that fo immenfe at 
region of the globe (faotild be left to this day fiink in Pa- 
gali and Mahomedan darknefs, and lying in the (hadow 
of death, and no effort inade to pluck the brands from 
the burning/ 

Not much more can be faid for all the Catholic coft- 
verfions made from Mexico to the Straits of Magellan. 
Tbeie Spaniards and Portuguele are ahke buried in fg« 
Doranice, fuperftition, and profligacy, even below their 
bigotted countrymen in Europe, ^A iih fuch examples 
and fuch infl[ru6iors, the ftate of the poor natives may 
well be imagined : immerfed in their ancient fupe^fti** 
lions, they have added all the ceremonies and follies of 
4heir new religion^ to the abful'dities of the old. 

Yet let it be remembered, that however Jefuits or 
Capuchins may be defpifed or Condemned by Proteli* 
ants, their condud is Co us highly reproachful.* That 
we nho vaunt a purer Chriflianity, and have fo many 
nobler motives to animate our zeal, have been hitherto 
fo backward in the work of heathen miffions, fo indiffer- 
ent about enlarging the borders of Immamiel's kingdom, 
and fo cold in our Ipte towards the fouls purcfaaied by 
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hh mod precious blood, mud be confefled out guilt and 
fiiame^ and cdii neitber be too deeply lamented^ or too 
foaa amended* 

Among the Protcffants it rriutf be ownecf, tlie etforii 
to fpread the gofpel in the heathen world were few and 
feeble. A zea(aus Lutheran, Erneft, Baron of Wells, 
felt for thef honor of his profeflSori, and for tlbe glory 6f 
the Lord, and fought to form a fociet^ for a l^rotcftant 
roiflion ; but a variety of impediirients difappointed his 
purpofe^, and no efle£i^uat beneBt refulced fromi the ki^ 
tempts 

The t#6 great hatfofts of EngliCh arid Dutch weretocf 
nfuch engroff. d with their commercial concerns to take 
icligion into their view, and utterly negleQed this great 

dbj^dl. Such a fcheme, indeed^ was forni. 
A*. 1677. ed under Charles I. and a foe iety appointed 

under the fanQion of parliament for this pur* 
foCe i but the confufions whi«h folI6wed, prevented a^ 
ny confidefabte efforts being made during thecJvil wars. 
And zealous as Cromwell profefTed himfelf for Chrif- 
^tanity, he was too much taken up in fectirJng hf& preca, 
iidus dominion at home, to extend hris concern' to the- 
bcathen abroad. At the rtftofation of Charles the fe<!, 
©hrf, the fociety was re effablifhed, but the t'emper of 
that' reign was little miflionai^y — the ptojcd languith^a: 
ialuke-Warranefs. AH that' can.be called miffiohary li- 
bor at that time, rftuft be afcribcd to the Puritans and 
non-conformifts, who fled to America to efcape the per- 
fecutions of government at home. * Som6 of thefe men 
of God diftinguifhed their zeal in labors among the 
poor Indians, which were crowned with tokens of divine 

favor. The names of Brainerd, Mayhew, 
AVt. 2633. and Shephard, deferve to be had in remeni* 

brance : afid> above ali> the excellent EUiotj^ 
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called the Apoftle of th^e Indians, a thie merited by hi^ 
indeTatigable Ubofs, aindfignal fdccefs anfiong them ; and 
inote eifiecially by his tranflation of the Scriptures into 
their language, and thus enabling them to read and un« 
dcrftand the oracles of God. Thefc attempts in Amer- 
ica roufedl the attention of maiiy aC hovbe i atnd anothe> 
ibciety, noble in its iriflitiitioh, was formed for ftoinoi:, 
ing Chrijlian knoiukdgi. I wifh I coufd report \\ik 
xnighty effcGls, and the ^edous labors of the fniffion^rfes 
fent forth under therr aufpic^s. Some gootf, however^ 
lias been done in India, and elfewhere, aind partrcut^i^lj^ 
in the immenfe nurnbe^ of bibles and religious tradls^ 
which have been dirperfed through ^W parts of the Brit* 
ilh doihiniohs ; and never can the word of God be pe* 
'rufed withoiit b^ing Chfe fa^oi' of life unior life, or of 
fleath unto death. 

i would mention the efforts of the Dutcfe, iT I could 
trace the biightnefs of the gofpcl glory rifing un:.' 
der their patronage. The independents from L^ydenV 
indeed, engiigra'ied to the f)uicb colony in North Am^f- 
ica, and were among the firft harbingers of gofpel day ; 
and in all their fettlemenis the reformed feligion wrfs ^€t 
iip ; though I find no record of confiaerable fuc^efs in 
the coiiverfion of the heathen. In Ceylon, indeed, 
and on the coaft of Malabar, fome traces of miffibnary 
labors remain. I may not conceal that in Japan^ it h 
faid, they hold the only fpot which Europeans are per- 
mitted to enter, and tbatpOrchafed for commercial pur- 
|>ofcs, by denying that they are Chrrdians, and trampling 
on the crofs : but I Ihall not, for the honor of tbe Ba- 
tavian nation, eafily adopt fo infamous^ report. Jt is 
to be lamented, that vaft as their commerce, and exten- 
five as their foreign fetdemems have been, no vigorous 
tniflionary efforts have yet been made, to carry the glad 
IkUngs of &lvation to the countries which Providence 
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placed under their yoke, or brought into conne6iioa 
with them : but my bufinefs is to record nvhat h«th been 
done^ rather than to blame what hath been negie^d* 

The amaiing pfo^refs in all rcientific attainftiems, pe« 
CuUarly marks this age : never perhaps before was iuch 
a conftellation of fages (een upon this (Uige of earthy 
who carried phitofophy to iu higheft pitch. From the 
great Bacon, Lord Verulam, who icd ihe way at the 
commencement of this aera, to the greater Sir Ifaac New« 
ton, fuppofed juflly to be the firft of human betngs for 
intelie^, difcoveriet, and extent of knowledge. England 
claims, andjuftly, the firfi place in the temple of literary 
fame. But other nations boaflt alfo their produdtons : 
Italy hef Galileo, France her Gafiendi and Oefcarte^^i 
Germany her Leibnitz, and Denmark her T^cho Bra- 
be, with « thoufand other names of eminence, who eclip« 
fed ail thofe who had preceded them in mathematicsf 
mSronomy, and natural philofophy ; and, indeed, in 
moft other branches of kno#ledge,' phyCc, Chymifiry^ 
hiftory, phyfiotogf , and every liind of literature, facred 
or profane. In every nation the language became more 
polifhed, atnd the writers as elegant in their expreffions,^ 
as deep in their refearches. But thefe I muft pafs haC- 
tily over, as the m'x)re immediate fubjed of the Church 
of CJ^rift will furnifh abundant matter. 

Yet it muft not be foi'gotten, that amrdft this vaft 
mcceflion to the ftock of human knowledge, many reput- 
ed gentufes arofe, lA^hofe &me (or ihail I rather fay ia* 
faqny) was built upon the moft daring attacks on revela*. 
tfon, or the moft infidious attempts to undermine tl« 
To phiiofophize above what is w^iuen, and for vain man 
to aff^d to be wifer than God,Js too correfpondent with 
bis fallen nature, ready to abufe the nohlefl faculties to 
the moll pervei fe purpofea. Of thefe^ whilfl France 
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fiirniibed her Vanini, and Holland the Jew Spinoza, 
£agland exhibited, with a general profligacy of manners^ 
under Charles 11. foipe of ib^ moit impious writers and ' 
ihe moft infidel ; ^ho too^ abandant pains to diSemin- 
ate their deiftical and atheiilical tenets, and to emboldeil 
in his wickednefs, the fool who bad fatd (or at lead hop* 
ed) in his heart, t|»at there is no God. Such were 
Hobbes, Toland,, and the Lords Herbert) Rocbefl^r^ 
and Shaftihury, who endeayored, partly by rcafoning^ 
partly by ridicule, to overturn the faith of the unflable 
profeSbr^ or to harden the hearts of thev profligat^. 
Many, indeed, iniflamly arofe to lift up the fbield a« 
gainftthe fiery darts of the wicked : and that great and 
jlkble Robert Boyle, who is faid to haye always read the 
Scriptitre on his knees, zealoii^s for divine trt^ttb^ as em» 
inent in philorophical dilTcoyeries, inAitqted a conftanl 
annual courfe of ledures, in defence of that religion, 
vhich tbefe fceptical philofophers endeavored to (qp« 
plant and dedroy. Let if be however panici^larly no^T 
ed, that the great It^minaries of the age, wer^ the firen* 
Vous defenders of divine reyelatiom Nekton, Locke^ 
Boyle,. Maclaurin, and Qthers, alike difiinguifiied for 
l^ience, gloried in belieying on the Lord Jefus Chriflf* 
l^fot that the faith of the gofpel ftands in the wifdo^) Qf 
Bian, but in the power of Cod«. ' "- 

The general ftate of tfie Church wi)l be fcen, 9$ w^ 
^psffs in review the feveral members of which it was corjoi- 
pofed ; the Papifts, the Greeks, and the ProtjRants : 
the latter of which wiiJ, more efpecially engage our at- 
tention, as in the others little elfe wi|l be found ^ha^ 
^2nrknef&, and the fli^dow of death. 
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OK THE pHVRPH OF JlOME* 

THE indignant pontiffs beheld the lofs of their fjock^^ 
and the defalcation of" their revenues; and deeg 
|n their hearts meditated the means of their recovery^ 
and of vengeance on their enemies. 'The peace of 
Aug{burg had bound up the arqi of violence f^om perfc- 
cution, and every %vbere proclaimed peace and tolcr* 
ance among the contending princes. But peace was 
torment to the Romifli prelates ; and tolerance, of all ira- 
aglnable evi^s, the moft intolerable, and treafon againft 
the majjeBy of thofe anathemas^ which they had hurled 
againft all hefcdcs. ' The firftjobjcfl: therefor^ of Rome^ 
^lid of thofe wl^d Blle4 |he papal chair, was to break 
this bond of union ; to roufe the Catholic princes to 
frclh a£is of oppreffion in their own dominions, aiid tQ 
fenewed attempts, to bring back to the houfe of their 
prifom, thofe who had emancipated themfeJvcs from the 
yoke of bondage. 

This was the iiniform purfoU and fpirit of all the fuc- 
f effiye pontiflfe • and they pmployed ihe moft powerful 
engines of craft and cruelty to eflfeS their purpoljps* 
The hiftpry of one will be nearly the hiftory of all i 
though fome were men of a mor^ leajrned gaft ; others 
fnore daringly flagitious and proftigate in their manners; 
and here and there a g^entle fpirit, ^.ove^ed wich an ho* 
reft blufh, that confeffed guilt ; and heaved aTuppreifli- 
ed figh for reformation, which the ftate of popery was 
)loo inveierateiy rooted in evil to admit. I fhall not 
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iherefore particularize, bat purfue the fleps which ^af- 
kcd the defigns of the poniifical chair, leaving tho% 
who have done juftice to ihem feverally, to brand with 
Infamy ijje ^oipiiritjes, and open profligacy of InnoceB| 
tbe Tent^, jhe mod criminal ol men ; and to adorq 
the memory of the ingenpou3 Odelichalchlf Innocent 
XL who fought in vain to .cleanfe the Augeap liable. 

As the objeft was to recover their loft power, wealth 
^nd dominion^ the means ihey poffeffed unfortunately 
wcre})ut loo well fuited to the end. ' The |j[oufe of Aiu 
flria wjih the other Catholic prince^, the devoted parti- 
fans oftlie holy fee, v?rc efpecially courted. To thefe 
they looked for an arxn of flefli and perfecutioh ; ami 
endeavored to roufe them to ricoyer their paft influence, 
by breaking the peace of Augfburg, and bruifing undetf^ 
the rod of opprejrion thofe^ whom ihej^ had bound th^m* 
felves to prot'e^ and Jtoleraie* 

Another, and yet more powerful engine;, was found 
in the wily, infinuating, reftlefs, apd indefatigable ordejr 
gf Jefuits ; the (irmeft fjupporters of the holy lee, and it* 
ipott zealous, as well as^abje fatcllite«. Thefe were *Jff 
perfed through ^H lands, and fejzed every opportunity 
to pervert the ignorant, or opprefs the feeble. In thi? 
courts of princes, yhofe confeJTors th/^y chiefly were, 
the laxity of their moral fyftemrecoqifn.ended tbeirprc. 
fcriptions for quieting guilty confciences ; and one 
commutation was always fure to be fu^gefled, as cover^ 
ing a multitude of (ins ; and this as eafy to perform, as 
flattering to human pride and fuperftition. Zeal for 
the conyerfion of heretics, and the emplpyment of any 
means.to efFeft it, however favage or contrary to the 
moft folemn engagements, cancelled all crimes. 

The pens of thefe artful and perfidious cafuWs were 
fijft employed tQ pjroye the nullity of the peace of AugC 
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burgt arid to charge upon ibe Proteftanu, T^fiom prei^ 
tended infradions ; io order to juft^y ibe atiack nieiy* 
faied againfli iheiQu 

The Hoafe of Auftria gamed by tKe popf?s, m6 the(fe 
jefuktcal direftors of their cohfciences, began wkb ihe 
violaiKMi o^ t)^ treaty, in theur awn hcreditai^y idomin« 
k>ni» Iphey endeavored to prevail upon the Proteft* 
Mts la retijif n to the Romlfh ple^ Ky care&s, promiK^ 
es, the wiles of QomroveFfy, and ihe ingenmty o£ Fcaud ;^ 
io all which, ihefc new s^oftles. were etnployed whit 
much fuccefs.. To bend the ftubbom and to fubdit^ 
the darir^, innumerable aas of oppre{&on were exerciC^ 
ed : and where the law was fuborn^d to collogue wkh^ 
power, redrefs was fought in vain. The Proteftams bad 
iia choice, bi|t to fabiBit^ or fly tbeir coumr^f^ 

Bohemia next experienced the arm of popifti tyraouyw 
I)efpair drove the Bohemians to reAftance, and to wreak 
on their perfecutors vengeance for the wrongs ihcjg 
had received. And here humanity bleeds, and Chri^ 
tianity groans, over the miferks infeparable 
A.»*t6i3fe. from civil war. On^ the death of the Empe. 
roF Mathias, the Bohemians lefolyed ta 
chufe a king of their own faith, a,nd to p^eferve their 
civil and religious iibecti«es againftjhe all grafping arni 
of Auftria. For thb purpofc they offer e<i their crowci 
to the iHuftrious elefkqr palatine, a Proteftatit, and fon.. 
in law to the King of England ; hoping tA ftrengthM 
t'hemfelves greatly by fuch an cle6iionJ Ij^m unfortu- 
oate hour Frederic accepted the crown, and, prepare^' 
to defend himfeif, and bfs new fubje^s, againfl the 
claims and arms of Ferdinand of Auftria. The fffue of 
the conBifil.was the mofi affliaive. Frederic not only 
loft his tfrown and kingdom, but his own ete8orate« 
JTh^ imperial a^ms triumphed : and wbs^t readejred ^b^ 
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87or€ grievGUs^ It ¥fas in a gfeat meafure owing to the 
fofenefa of Joh«, eledor of Saxony, who helped on ihc 
dctt^rudiofi of Ffederic and his bretbt^n ; whether mo. 
v*d by envy ac his elev^ttoO) or by prejudice againft 
tucn *« a Calvinift. /jhc ruin of the poor Proteflants 
f oUowtd in Bohemia, ami tbc Palatinate ; «nd ibey 
gr^aoed under every oppreilion that abufied power 
cauJd infill, and religtotis bigotry foggefl : ineanwbiie 
04ir wretched and puGilaniinous James L looked x>jn^ 
nor moved a finger to fupport bii worthy ion, or the 
fioking caufe of 4be refornned religion, 

Tiily, the imperiaf general, flow reigned without o^ 
^nent, and Rome iiegail again to tHimber Germany a. 
snoiig the countries of her obedience. The Protefta-m^ 
unable to make head agaihft their cbniquerots, main- 
Cattied fit precariaas tenure th their own dominions ; and 
^veff day prociaimed the approathihg despotic power 
of the fim^pefor, and the fubjugation of the Lutheran^ 
mnd of aii who had deferted the popilh palfe. Rome <%* 
tt/ced in her ^rofpeds, atd the Jefuit^ fedcubled thiiit 
efforts in the cont^uered countries, to feduce the tan- 
quifhed, to make their peace with the conijtierors^ by H 
change of their re/igioa. 

The emperor, boundlefs in Ms ambition, as enflaved 
to popery, now caft off the roaik ; and in direfl breach 
of the f€a€€ of Av^'Jburg^ infligaied by the Jefuiticat 

emifiaries of Rome, iflued an edift for the 
j^w. 1629. redoration of all that had been takeri from 

the Churchy in virtue of the former treaty. 
Whatever prieRs and monks cbofe to claim, the fmpe. 
^ rial ibhiiers were at band to feize ; and refiflance waj 
rain, where tyranny perverted the law againft the Prot- 
eftant pofTeflbr. The cries of the opprcffed were loud* 
The wi& and conliderate of the paptlb themfelvcs iup« 
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ported the complaints which reached the icnperial 
ifarone^and remonftrated, that the inevitable confequence 
would be CO roofe the Bohemiai^s by defpak to reGll;. 
ance, and to leave the counrtrjr ravaged, ruined, and dtL 
titute oF inhabitafnts. Bm the faVage bigot Ferdinand 
replied, ntalumu^ regnwA vajlatum^ quam damnatum.-^ 
*** I had rather fee the kingdoon a defert, than daraned.** 
Terror and difm^ fpfead over the rcn^aining princei; 
The Proteftantxaufe was reduced to the loweft ebb ; 
k& final overthrow in the empire fe^med inevitable and 
approaching. But God in wrath remembered mercy % 
and thoOgb he thus punifhed their declenfions, he would 
Btot wholly give them over for a prey to the teeth of 
their enemies^ 

Aisr. iSr^O. 'fhe flfiagna'nimous King of Sv*edet% 
Guftavus Adolphus, beard the groans of his brethren 
with anguilh. He faw the courage of the few remain^* 
ing Lutheran princes quelled by fear ; or their arm pal* 
fied by nvean attention to their own intereft, and bafe 
kope of profiting by the fpoils of others ; though like 
the companions of^Ulyffe?^, Saxony the chief could only 
expe£l to be laft devoured. He refolved to refcue them 
from oppreifion or perifh in the attempt. The court of 
France, jealous of the Emperor's overgrowii power, in- 
ftigated Guftavus to the enterprise, and promifed hinli 
♦ffiftance. He knew he fhould find alfo friends among 
the timid, when they dared to declare themfelves, and 
were fure that help' was at hand. He boldly thierefore 
drew the fword, and with a fntall but chofcn army, croff- 
ed rhe fea, and landed in Germany to mai'ntairt the lib- 
erty of his brethren, and check the encroachments of 
AuQfia ind Rome. The iffue is well known — Wtlorf 
crowned the hero. The infolent pride of Ferdinand 
tras bumbled ; his generals defeated. And though* tht 
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King of Swtd^n fell at Lutzcn,* at the head of his thof* 
en band) on the bofom of vi6lory^ his death arrefted not 
the vigor of the Swedes* The generals who fucceeded 
Gu(tavuSf maintained their fuperiority ; till worn o\x\ 
with a war of thirty years of mifery^ all parlies became 
difpofed to heal the wounds which bled throughout 

this unhappy cpuntry, by the peace of Weft- 
AN* 1645* pbalia* .In vain the Pope and* the Jefuits 

endeavored to put every obftacte in ihd 
way of its conclufion. P^eceffiiy obliged both parties 
to compromife their diflFerences. The Emperor indeed 
tefufed to grant their former liberty 10 the Proteftants 
in Auftria and Bohemia, or to reftore the Palacinaie ; 
yet all the other claims of the Proteftants were folemnly 
admitted and guar£^nteed. The redituiion edi£t was 
revoked ; and the Proteftant and reformed intereft fet- 
tled on a bails not eaGly to be fhakem 

. * The intrepid and foccefsful efforts of Ms brave defender of' 
the Proteftant intered, at a period in which it was menaced with 
an Uttet extindion, ieem co d^ifiand that he (botild be reitiember- 
ed with partlcttlar refped. The Reader will be pleafed co fee the 
following (hort (ketch of hii charat^er taken frons Ruifei's modern 
£arope. •* No Prince, ancient or modern fcems 10 have poffe/f- 
ed in {o eminent a degree as Gtustavu^ Adolpi^us, the unit- 
ed qualities of the hero, the (latefdian and- the commander ; that 
intpitive genius whieh conceives, that wifdom Which plansj and 
that happy combination of courage %hd condu<fl which gives fuc« 
ceis to an enterprife. Nor was the military progrefs of any lead* 
er ever equally rapid, under circumftances equally difitlcult, with 
an inferior force, againil warlike nations, and difcipUned troops, 
commanded by able and experienced generals. His gfeateft 
fault as a kiiig and commarrder was an excefsof valor« He n£\x* 
ally appeared m front of the battlei mounted on a hmCc of a par* 
ticular color, which, whh his large and mnjeftic ftature, furpaffing 
that of every other bJwede, made hirri known both to friends and 
foes. * But Guftavns had other qualities befides thofe of a milita* 
ry and political kind. He was a pious Ghrift?an, a warm friend, 
.a tender hufbaod, a dutiful fon^ and affectionate f^ither/' 
T 
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The dragon gnaflied with vexation at feeing bis prey 
thus efcape ; and fet himfelf to provide new meansy 
and to plot new wiles, for the fedudion of thofc, wb6m 
he found himfelf unable to fubdue. Nor were ihef© 
without confiderable cffeGt. As open violence was 
reflrained, the Jefuits and crafty prelates endeavor 
ed under pretence of reconciling, to fofien down itic 
groflcr features of popery, and to give them a mor^ 
inoffenfive afpc£i. They profeffed a willingnefs to 
grant almoft any indulgences to the fcrupulous, only 
that they (hould return to the bofom of the Romifii 
Church, and heal the fchifm ; for this end conferences 
were hdd, difputations on the points of controverfy 
managed with greater mildnefs and dexterity ; every 
winning artifice was employed, and every tempting cffer 
made, which could either furprifc the confcience of the 
doubtful and ill-informed, or tempt the worldiy-minde<l» 

Bat tbefe arts, through the watchfulnefs of the Prot^ 
cftants, were in a meafure difappointed. The Ger* 
mans chofe to preferve tHeir own liberty and religious 
profeflion. Yet a ChriQina, Queen of Sweden, wai 
perverted, quilted her country and died at Rome : t 
woman of no femblance of religion. A Marquis of 
Brandenburgh : a Count Palatine ; a Duke of Brunf^ 
wick ; and a King of Poland, who procured a crown 
by his-apoftacy ; thefe, with feveral men of learning 
and name, alfo joined the popifh communion. Indeed 
the zeal for making converts among the Romanifts, 
met with little of equal aSivity among the Proteftants. 
The fire of the reformation was damped ; a fpirit of 
formality and fecurity grew upon them ; and the num. 
ber of thofe whofe hearts were delivered from the do- 
minion of the leading errors of popery was not fo great^ 
as the general profei&on teemed to fignify. An una* 
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wake<l confcience, and the bias to lean on our own 
wifdom and doings for faivation, left many, of the 
wife and learned alfo, an eafy prey to fedp6lion. 
A richer fpoufe alfo tempted them ; for ail the great 
preferments were in the apoftate Church. The hopea 
of Rome thus continued to be fupported, and their fe- 
cret pra3ices in all nations attendjed with confiderable 
fuccefs. Where they could influence the ruling pow^ 
ers, the fubjeds found no agreements or treaties bind« 
ing« Hence in Poland the Proteflants, under a variety 
of pretexts, were robbed and plundered, eje3ed from 
their churches, deprived of their fcbools, and cruelly 
punifhed, in order to engage them to renounce their faith 
and profeifion, in contradiQiot) to ^11 juftice, and with« 

out hope of redrefs. Thp fame fcene was a6l- 
AN. 1671. cd in Hungary, under the hprcditary bigotry 

of the Houfe of Auflria. The dukes of 
Savoy and Piedmont were inftigated to hunt out the 
poor remains of the Waldenfe^ from the faftnelTes of 
the mountains, where they hatl fought a hiding place, 
$tn<l with all the animofity of inquifitorial cruelty, tp 
vaft(e by fire and fword the feeble, but patient and ua. 
refifting remains of this faithful people. A^. xb^t-r-w 
1685. 

In Spain, as the number of Morifcoes was grf at, and 
their attachment to Mahomed inveterate, the enmit) af 
the clergy, and the intolerance of bigotry compelled 
them to quit their country, or their religion. Mjlliona 
of the Moors, faithful to their prophet, facrificed all 
their fubdance, relatives and natiye land, and were 
tranfported into Africa : carrying their diligence and 
aru to enrich the foil of Fez, and Morocco ; and leav. 
ing a defert behind them yet unpeopled. But the 
Church gained, whatever might be the lofies of tb« 
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Siate ; and procured acquifitions in the evacuated 
kingdoms, which well repaid the zeal of the inqui0tor9* 

* In Fr?ince a (^onft^nt inffingeinent of ^he Pro^eftan^ 
liberties, reduce4 the number^i, and awakened the com^ 
plainings of rbe oppreffcd. Every art ya^ lafed to 
Stimulate the fuUng powers |o perfecu^ion ; and every 
lyilc of CMnning to fuj-prife the ^onfciences of the rapn^ 
jirchs, furrounded by jefuits, confeflbrsj prjeft^ and 
biihops, all in league to bring back the |iuguenots tq 
|he houfe of ih^ir prifon. AiF|er being long harrafled hy 
perfccution, the revqcation of the e^i^ of Nant:s, cJtn- 
pelled many hundreds of thpufands of 
AN. 1684. French Proteftapts tp fcek refuge in for- 
eign lands. Ah ! the d^fy of recompence i^ 
pome, pod IS v^fuing lipon the children the iniquity 
pf their faibers, and giving iheni blood to drink, for the 
Innocent Proieftant blood poured out on eyery fide. * 

Nor were the artifices of popery confined to the oa^ 
tions under her own obedience. England was always 
^n unviable objeft; fo long a fief of Rome, and patient^ 
ly plundered, now cut off root and branch from all con* 
nexion or communion with the holy fee. No faith wa9 
fo ebkept with fuch heretics ; and killing them e(leeixv 
pd no murder,but meritorious. Such were the maxims of 
of popery ; fuch Garnet, the Jefuit fuperior in £nglan4 
taught ; and furprifed the confcier^tious papiO, Sir £v<. 
erard Digby, and others, into a plot, the moft horrible 
^ in m nature, and which threatened to be the 
AN. i605t moft drea^iful in its efFctis ; no lefs than to 
blow up the king and both houfes of parlia* 
mcnt with gun powder ; and in the ponfufioo pf the na., 
tion, which mufl ^nfue, to f^i up the Roman Catholic 
religion. The blood runs cold when we review this fcenc 
pf deliberate apd a(rpciou^ wickedpefs^ f$ui3ion^d bj 
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Rome, and fure to merit the highefi degree of glory m 
that antixhriftian church. ju^ at the monxent of its 
lexecution a gracious Providence ^jfcovered the inferr 
pal defign, and expofed the diabolical confpiralprs, tQ 
^b.e ligbceous laws pf their co.untry, 

DiTappointed, but not difcour^ged, the pontiffs an4 
Jefuits purfued their objt fcl wiih more caution, and 
ideepcr laid fchen^e^ ; arid fometjmes with a profpe<9: of 
fuccefs, that 611ed the arobiiious prelate with premature 
/exuUaiion ; though mercifully ending in difappoint- 
frntppt^ What could not be effcfted under Jame? !♦ 
was attempted under his fucceffor Charle^ 
AN. 1625. I. He had taken a bigoted papift for hit 
Queen ; and vith her a legion of ^efuitf 
followed. He had promoted the violent Laud, half a 
papift, to the fee of Canrerbiiry, who feconded all hif 
tyrannical defigns. Mofheim indeed is utterly roiflakeif 
inaflerting, that they ca'ufed *«'ihe Church pf England to 
be new modelled, and publicly renounf ed the Calvinif- 
tic opinions :* for the articles, liturgy and homilies con. 
tinued in full force as ever : yet that they wiflicd and 
attempted it is too true. Laud was a bitter Arminian, 
ftrongly fufpeQed of leaning to popery, and conflanily 
endeavoring to enlarge the ritual, and biing it to a great- 
er conformity with Rome ; whilft his encouragement^ 
feconded by the royal patronage, of all who cppofed the 
cftablifhed doftrines ; and his cruelty and bpprtffion 
of ihofe who held them, whom he charged wirb Puri^ 
tanifm, bccaufethpy zealoufly cpunterafled his defigns, 
kept the beft men out of the Church, or filenr cd ihofc 
who were in it ; and encouraged the epofiates to great- 
er diligence by the affured profpeQ of pieferment.— 
Forbes, one of them, who well knew the objeQs then 
purfuicd; has given every reafon to conclude, that botl^ 
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Charles I. and his archbifhop, would have been well 
content to come to terms, and be reconciled with 
Rome. This fatal event was prevented, by one little 
lefs to be deplored, the civil wars which broke out, and 
brought thefe unhappy innovators to that fearful end, 
which many, who molt abhorred their popi(h and tyran* 
nici^l defigns, mod deeply condemned. .When once 
the torch of difcord had lighted up the Qames of war^ 
the politic Cro M WEI. L and his affociates led on the 
conflagration ; and the head, which wore the crowoi 
fell the vi6lim to his own bigotry and duplicity, and, the 
illdirefled councils of Laud and h\$ popi(h advifers. 

Thus for a while the wicked, but exalted proteSor, 
waved the bloody fword, not only over his own land, 
but made the monarchs of Chriftendom tremble, court 
his friend(hip., and fufpcnd their perfecutions againft the 
Protedants. Even the tiara itfelf was obliged to bov 
down ; which he fometicnes threatened to pluck from 
the head of the unworthy wearer : and bis meoacts 
were known to be no brutafulmina ; but terribly real^ 
i^ed againft his enemies. Whatever judgment may be 
formed of his charatler by others, the refleaing Chrif- 
tian will probably think, as I do, that tyrannical aa 
Cromwell was, we are as much indebted, under a gra- 
cious over.ruling Providence, to this man for the pref- 
crvation, as to the bloody Henry the Eighth, for the 
introdudlion of the Proteftant religion amongft us. The 
good hand of our God over us for good is not the lefi 
to be acknowledged, becaufe the inftruments employed 
meant not fo, but afted under the impulfe of their own 
pride, ambition, and felfilhncfs. 

An. 1660. The reftoration of Charles the fec-» 
ond once more revived the mod fanguine hopes of 
Rome. He was a man of the moft profligate cbara&er 
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and corrupted principles ; and as popery to fuch a 
one was the moft convenient religion, be had, during 
his exile, embraced it, and become the pupil of the 
Jefuiis. But as the utmoft fccrecy was needful, in or- 
der to procure his return, he made the Tt)oft fpeciout 
and folemn profeffibns of 2eal for the Proteflant faiih 
and the Church of England : and was obliged to veil 
his defigns at firfl, under the cloak of the profoundeft 
hypoerify. When he had by this means recovered 
the throne of his anceftors, the love of eafe, and 
the love of pleafure, palfied his fccret dcfires for 
the reftoration of the religion he had embraced ; 
and which only could be eflablilhed in a nation who 
abhorred it, by a contention that might have again fent 
him into the baniihment from which their voice had re. 
called him. Not that his purpofe was altered, or his plans 
laid afide. His treaty with the King of France, through 
the fee ret negociation of the Lord Arundel 
AN. 167c of Wardour, a zealous papift, had the reftora- 
tion of popery for iis grand objeQ. And 
though be was withheld, by ^litical circumfiances, 
from introducing the promifed mj^lies of men, be re- 
ceived the unkingly fubfidy of two hundred thoufand 
pounds yearly,to betray his country to its enemies ; and 
toept, fays Mr. Hume,/orjqy during an interview with 
his fitter, the Dutchefs of Orleans, at the hope of quick- 
ly realizing the projeft of bringing back his kingdom 
within the Romifh pale of obedience. But his indolence, 
his cowardice, and the purfuit of his fcandalous amours, 
occupied bis time and thoughts, and diverted him from 
venturing upon any fteps of danger and difiBculty. 
Death furprifed him in the mid/l of his pleafures, and 
the profeffion of Proteftantifm, with his bifhops around 
him. A popiih prieft was haftily fent for i^ the back 
fiairs ; and the left all excluded, whilft he made his lad 
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peace' with Rome, and received tKe deliiGve viaticjirn. 
Thus died as he livedo that wickedj gentlerwanlike^ 
iewd^ deceitful,' |>opi{h hypocrite, Charles the fccorjd. 

An. 1685. The church of Rome had a more frnhfutt 
and zealous fon in his fucceffor James IL Open in 
h\& profcffion, and more violent, even than his jefuic 
confcffors ihemfelves, he no fooner fucceeded to the 
throne, than he unveiled^ with unjefuitical imprudence, 
his intentions ;- and thus defeated his own defigns. Too 
fincere to dare to be a hypocrite, and loo confident of bis 
own power to carry his purpofes into execu»ion, he 
upantonly trampled on the laws of the land ; affronted 
the Church, by all the trumpery of the mafs reftorcd in 
his chapel > and the nation, by a.£ls of defpoufm it was 
little difpofed to endure. His craftier affociates would 
bave checked the rapidity of his movements, and the 
pontiff himfelf wifbed to rein in the impetuous monarch; 
but the merit, and the glory, after which he afpired) of 
faving the nation, over which he prefided, from heiiand 
herefy, drove him on furioufly to his own deftruCiion. 
The generous Willi/I^ of Holland, who had mal- 
lied his daughter, the next Proteftairt heirefs to the 
throne, obeyed the call of the people, and hafied to their 
deliverance. James, deceived by courtier bows and 

profeffions, flattered himfelf with the fidelity 
AN. 1688. of his army and navy ; but, no fooner was 

the Proteftant deliverer landed, than every 
man, even his deafeft friends and his own daughter, de- 
fcrted the bigot King, and left him as deftiiute of all 
help, as before he had appeared defpoiic and fervilely 
obeyed. Thus once more the prey was taken from the 
mighty ; and, in the critical moment, when the wafter 
was ready to deftroy, a gracious interpofition of Prov- 
idence pre/erved the purity of religion, and the liberties 
of the land. Rome, gnafhed with difappointed rageaud 
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fenalice, fought td arrti her avengers to reftprc the abdi- 
tated monarch ;, and allured with the hope of ambjuoui 
icoiique^s, the rival governments of France and Spain, 
to fecond her own deep laid fchemes of fubjeQipn, but 
in yain.^ ^ William, firm ip the affeftions of hi$ people, 
lifted up the banner of viJEltory ; and in Ireldnd and 
Jlnglandj^huipbled s|lf his encipies, and laid the foupda-* 
tions of a coti^itution, which,. with Father Paul, every 
good Englifhman pray^, eflo perfetua. 

^ , Thfe arms of Rpnlic were now again reduced to fub. 
terfuge, wile, .an4 canning. The Jefviits unabafhed, 
and riGng, Antaeus like, from, their defeats,, marfhalled 
finew th?ir forces. In France there arofc a hoft of Pol- 
'^raics, who were called Muhodijls^ from Ifhe artful methr 
ods whiSch they tgok to confound, feducCi and pervert 
the Proteftaints from their religiqus principles^ Yeron, 
the Jcfuit, apd Dthcrs, with the Eminent Cardinal Rich- 
'^lieua^t their heacj^ erideavpred to eftablifh the ;auihori; 
\y and unity of the Church, as a divine conftiiutionj 
yherc thcds^ngef of fchifm, apd, the pfefjctiptipn of an-, 
tiquiiy formed iheplaufible arguments of fophillry.. The 
contempt into which popery is now funH, and the cx- 
tindion of its moft crafty (upporters, ^^l^^s it fupcrflu- 
Ous to reply to arguments lohgfince confuted, aip^ fpU 
lies now become obfoleie ; and of^which the remaining 
fetellites of Rpme are themfelvp? afhamed- jBut in that 
4ay, much rinfchief arofe frpm them ; and between \\\e 
feduflipns produced by inteireft, fear^ ignorance, or {pr. 
prife, iPany departed from the prpfenion of faith,, and. 
reconciled themfclves to the falfe Church. Y^t, on the 
vbole, the. progrefs of kpowledge weakened the pillars 
of fuperftition, and in every ftate the increafe of infidel-, 
ity was ftiU more evident than of popery : and the 
Winci were prepared of thai philolophical impiety,' 
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urbich oar days have feen bur (ling into explofion) and 
overiurning all the firong holds of Catbolicifm. 

1* be promifing appeaifarnces alfo of the fpread ot P.o-* 
/fhanifai in many foreign fands, at the beginning of the 
Century declined towards the end of it, and all their lau« 
reU ofconvertioh were blafted in Afia and Africa* 
Partly by the intrigues dircovered in Japan, which a- 
Wakened that fei^ocioUs government againit the Jefuiu ; 

partly Hy theinfotencc with which they caf- 
AN. 16^. ried on their prctenfions, as in Abyffinia, 

ind which ^nded in their expulfion i by 
thefe calamities, whether true ChriHianity gained dr 
loft, is a very difputable ofiatter. 

A quarreV wtth the Venetian^ had nearly feparafed 
tbat country from .the Rom ifli Jurifdidion. The med- 
ktion' of Henry IV. King of France, prevented a fetal 
j'upture i bat the bands of afllegiamcc were fo^oofisned, 
and the peace reftored on ftrch terms, as fccutingthc 
pontifPs honor, l^ft him only nominal power in reU^lous 
matters ; whilft the ftate maintained her national author- 
ity and independence. The famous Father Paul, the 
candid author of the coirncil of Trent, gained himfelf, 
hi this controverfy, immortal honor, by defending- the 
liberties of his country againft the ufurpatrons of Rbme : 
and, as Cardinal Norris owns, ever fince the papal bull* 
pafs with difificuky the Po into the Venetian territories. 
An. 1607. 

An. 1^41. Portifgal threatened a ftill greater dcfis^ 
tion, but reftraioed by the chains of prejudice, they dar- 
ed not as hardily rcjcft the fervitude of Rome, as they 
had baldly recovered their country from the ufurpatioir 
g _ of Spain. During all the long years which 
"^ ' this confli^ continued between the rival nv 
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^ons, the fee of Rome, overawed by the Spanifli ter- 
lors^ rcfufed to grant any bull for the confecratron of 
Portiiguefe biihops, and left that kingdpn) deprived of 
fuch fpiritual fuccours as her pontiff* could afford. Yet^ 
the hero who defended his independence fviib luccefs 
againft the Spanifli monarch, dared not break wiih the 
Roman prelate. Inquifitorial power, and national pre^ 
judices, compelled him to temporize, till the peace 
with Spain permitted the Pope to iffuc the nectfTarjr 
^ifpenlaiions : an(I thus has Portugal continued the 
mod abjed vafial of the Romiih fee to this day* Anp 
1666. 

The fturdy oppofition of the French biihops to tb<5 
papal encroachments on their privileges and immuni. 
ties, fortified by the jealous pride of her mighty mon^ 
arch ai^ainft all foreign claims, had, frcni the beginning, 
preferved the Gallican church, from the fervile fub. 
jeflion to wbich the other Catholic kingdoms had been 
f educed. This was a perpeiijal fubj^ft of contention. 
The faithful legipns pf Jeluits maintained the legitimacy 
of every papal claim. The parliament of Paris and 
the native ecclefiaflics, defended their Ubetlies, ar,d ex- 
cited often the papal indignatiop : byt the popes with, 
held wifely their anathema?, which had loft fp much of 
their terrors, and confined themfelyps tp remoniirarces. 
Indeed, humiliating inftances appear of pontifical inb^- 

cility, and gallic monarchical power The 
AN. 1564. punifhment for an infuli committed on a 

French ambalfcdor, was rigorcus and truly 
AN. 1678. mortifying to papal pride ; tut the disputes 

about the rights of prefenting to benefices, 
during the vacancy of the Gallican bifhopritk^. fheved 
that the fpiritual claims of the Pope would be as little 
fefpe£ted as his ttm^oral , dignity, l^ulls upon bulb on 
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onto (ide, and fcvere ediQ-s on the other) againft thofe 
^ybo dared to jpay theoi'tbe Icaft refpefit or obedience^ 
threatened a breach not eaftly repaired. The Gallicant 
bifhops fupporied their monarchy and in a foletnii aC 
(embly decreed, that all the churcbei of France were 
tubje^a to the Ring's regaltj 6t right of doikiinibn, dur« 
ing the vacancy of every fee : but they added deci&onl 
fiill more tnortify ing and derogatory to papal ailihority^' 

AN, ■16-82'. ■ ■'-' . ^ A • ^^ ^•^- ■* ■ '-' • . ^ V .'t . ;. 

1. Excluding Ilonic from all interference in the 
teraporarcdnCerns of fbvereighs, and reftrainihg her aul' 
ihorit/ to fpiriiuals only. "^ ^ ' ' ^ 

2. Confirming the decrees of the council of Con- 
.fiance, fubjeding the Pope, as well as all others, to a 
general bouncil. ^ - ^ i - - ^' ^ * 

3. Maintaining all ancient ufages and imcQunities of 

the Gallican church inviolably. ' ' ' . t - ^ 

4. Denying the infallibility of the papal dcciGons, utu 
lefs fanQibned' by a general* council : thefe the clergy 
ind univcrfilics throughout the kingdom adopted. Nor 
iould'the terrors of excommunication, or the inflexibilii 
ty of the pontiflF, alier their determinations ;' and though 

. fome footbing letters were written to appeafe bis wrath, 
(hefe dccifions continued the rule of the Gallicatt 
Church; ' ' : ' . ^ ^ -^ v v. . ....; 

Am. 1687. A claim much more unreafonable, of 
right "of afylum for criminals^ to a great extent at Rome,** 
under the French Ambaffadofs prote^ion, fpoke the 
||>roud haughtinefs of the prince, and the degraded do- 
tninion of the prelate, even in his own capital. For 
nothing could be more unjuft, or tend more grievQuQy 
to the interrujttion of the peace and gopd gov(u:JiiQeQ( 
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ofifae city, than fucb impunity. The King of France 
^outd be obeyed ; and he cnfy yielded as a fevor, 
what be claimed as a right. But in the niatter of the 
regale^ the King carried bis point, faying the honor oC. 
tbc boly fee, by fome flight modifications. The flrug- 
glo, however, between the rivals for power, ccafed pot;; 
each, though more covertly, earned on their fchemesoC 
offence and defence. ' Sonfietinie& jefuiiical influence 
t«6n the monarchs 10 fide with the holy fee ; but they 
jeaioufly watched againll every thing which might di- 
tninifli their own auihority, though they' now and ihcn 
facr^ficed their ecclefiaflics, and their immuniiies. In. 
deed the boafted liberties of the pallican Church were 
confine^ to thefe. Pope, king, bifiiops, parliaments, 
^nd univerfitics, equally ^t ihemfelves againft ever/ 
tbing that deferves the name of liberty in the Church, 
^nd always beat down every effort of this fort, with a 
tod of iron. At laft the triumphs of Jiberty are heardf 
ind that facred name abufe<I,'to cover every aft of cru- 
elty and hceniioufnefs. Church and State have funkii) 
ihe promifcuous ruin. That neither^ fuch as they were 
l|>efore, may ever fpring from the aflies of the conflagra- 
<ion, is the devout wifli of every true friend to lel^ioa 
and freedom. * • 

Attempts were made, and with fome fucccli, to re- 
form the monaflic orders, become woefully corrupt.' But 
it is now hardly a fubjeft worth confideraiion, however 
important at that day. The BenediSines bore the palm; 
and the feparation of monies into orders, reformed and 
unreform^d, fpeaks pretty ftrongly the flate of tbefe (o- 
cieties. The time is pafi— ihey will probably (oon be 
configned to oblivion, and their names only preferved 
to deroonftratc more flrikingly the folly of mankind. 
If he mod rigid of La Trafftd^ic faid to have owed their 
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cftablifhment to a fingular incidcrU. Their 
AN. 1664. founder^ De Ranee, was enamoured of a )a> 

dyi with whom he had lived in a Rate verjr 
linclerical. After a {hort abfence, returning, he pafied 
to her chamber by a back cjoor, which he had com- 
inoiily ufed.' There; a idreadFu) fcehe prcfented itfelf : 
the dear obje6i of his affeciions had fallen the vi6lim oi 
the fmaFLpox ; and, in atlthe disBgurefment of that hor« 
rible difeafe^'was laid out a corpfe ; the tbotri illuminat- 
ed, and hiing witli black. He 'ftood motionlef&, gazing 
in ftupid horror on the face he had adored; and hafting 
to the inoft gloomy and defolate region of France, bu- 
ried himfelf in the monaftery, which long attraded fo 
much attention aiid refpefl for its aufterities : but now 
happily evacuated, can hardly be employed to a worfe 
purpofe than it was before. 

Towering fupereminent above the reft, the Jefuits 
rofe to ih(? fummit of power and influence ; envied, 
feared, and hated by all their monkifh brethren ; and' 
in a fyftem of confucniiate policy and perfeverance, de- 
feating all the' attacks made on them ; and look^ 
inj^ <iown upon their impotent, though envenomed 
aTOTiilants. * Among thefe, the Janferiifts were the forel 
injft, and m^ft formidable, and brought lipon them* 
felves in confequence, the wrath of the partial pontiffs, 
whofe tiara itfelf was compelled to bend to the majeftjt 
of Jefuitical inflaencei Had any man dared fuggeft 
their fall and extinb^idn at that 4ay^ with what Qontempt 
would his preiiSions have been treated ?/ 

The ftate of learning in popifh countries was certain. 
ly highly improved ; and though the famous Galileo 
was cad intoprifon by the inquifition, for adopting the 
fyftem of Copernicus ; this did not prevent the other lit- 
c^rati from iaveftigating the difcovcries be ba^(i made ; ai^ 
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Ac court of Roine itfelf, however terrified with the in* 
lrodu3ion dfnovdties in phiiofophy, as in religion, wa& 
compelled at laft to adaiit the poffibility, thai might be 
true, which demonQratiori had .proVed could not be 
be falfe. $0 the earth was qui^etly permitted to revolve 
round the fuO) as the eenter of our planetary rydeta^ 
without any farther anathema. 

But, high as the attainments of the learned rofe, the 
fidte of morals funk very low. The dignitaries of the 
Cbnjch were the creatures of courts ; and^^s they gain, 
ed thejr preferments by the fervile arts of flattery^ and 
intereft in great men's faVpr, fo they ufed their emolu, 
roents accordingly, in a life of indolence, pleafure and 
oaagniBcenCe* The care of fouls was a confideration 
which entered not into th^ir views. The inferior cler- 
gy,- in th^ir gradations, followed the fame fleps, and 
procured patrons by the fame means. It mult not be 
denied, tli^t foi^e happy exceptions were found to the 
general depravity ; but they were treated with conf- 
tempt, and enmity, and Jure to bring down upon tbem- 
felves the envy, and rcfentmcnt of their brethren, for 
pretending to be righteous over much, and carrying 
things too far ; not without infiouations of their hypoc- 
rify, and fpiritual pride ; which the others as more 
boned, difdained. 

Among thofe pre-eminent as authors dnd theologians, 
who wifhed to improve the heart by their writings, aijd 
the world by their example, we may }uftly reckon the 
feminary oi Port Royal : from which iflued the works 
pf Pafcal, Arnaud, Nicole, the fathers of the Janfenitts, 
and by whom, chieSy, all that can be called fpiritual re-* 
ligion in France, was preferved, unlefs we except the 
myfiics, with the excellent Fenelon, Arch- 
Jku. 1697. bifhop oJP Cambray, and others, who difplay. 
ed in their converfation and condu6t the a%. 
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©liable rpi fit of divine charity j and) like Enoch, walk- 
ed with God) amidfl all the errors of the falfe religion 
which was profeffed around them. God bad) no do\ibt^ 
ftill within the Kbmifli pale^ a people to the ciernai 
praife of the glory of hiA grace ; but they were few, and 
in general of no reputation; and furc to be thte pbje^ 
<yf reproach, in proportion to the purity of their livedji 
and the fpirituality of their tempers* , Wherfeyer, in^ 
ftead of form and ceremonies, m^n fought communioti 
with God, and made his word, the rule of their conven 
fation,they brought upon themfelves ammadvetfion^ ac- 
cording to the different difpoCtions of the government* 
under which they lived* . . .. 

I may not ffay to expofe the corruption of dodrine^ 
and morals, in which the Jefuits bore the palm, furc to, 
be defended^ pt ficreened by the holy fee, becaufe 
the whole purport of their perverfions led to the^ exaU 
tation of the PpntifF, anci eftablilhrneni of the pillars of 
Bis thVone. Henc^, all the complaints, rernonftranced,^ 
and dete6i;ions, made by their adverfari^s, prdduced no 
cfteB at ^ome. They bad ufually fufficienl credit to^ 
procure theiV oW vindication, and the condemnation of 
tbeir oppofers ; arid, even in the great conteft with the 
Doniinicansjthough fo many of thefa.thers,^witb Auguftfn,! 
were agafnft them, on the fubjeQ of predeftination ana 
grace, after a difpute carried on for years, under fuccef- 
five popes, they , contrived to ward off the decifion a- 
gainfl their mighty Molinos ; and the pontiff 
AN. 1605. compelled the combatants to make a drawn 
battle, left, deciding for the Dominican* 
igainft the Jefuits, he fh'iuld give the Proteflants occa- 
fion of triumph, and ftrengthen their caufe. Policy, 
libt truth, dictated, every meafure of the Roman fee. 

An. i640. But the pontiffs teftified greater partiality 
to ihfeir jefuitical friends,* in the caufe of the Janfenifts, 
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on the very fame fubjeft, whjch Janfenius, the learned 
Biftiop of Ypres, fupported ably, in a booic entitled Atf- 
guftinus j being an *cxa6l and faithful epitome of the 
doSrine which St. Auguftin taught,. and the Church ♦iad 
fo often fan£liohed. This book made a very great noife 
jj^ithin the Roman pale ; and being the very oppofue to 
the doSrine which the Jefuits taught, they bent their 
whole force to procure its condemnation, and fucceed. 
td. An. 1653. 

, The papal bulls, which iffued od this occafion, pro- 
duced in France the moft violent conircverfies on the 
fubjeSi; ; bin the conflifts, then of importance, between 
Jefuits ind Jahfenifls", have long fince ceafcd to be fuch. 
$ufEce it to obfer^^e that the w6rfk fide carried their 
point, and armed the ma'giftracy to fupprefs thofe whom 
the pope condemned. The pe^fecuiing Church always 
bears the brand of Antithrift ; the perfecuted have pre- 
fumptive evidence in their favor^ that they follow at 
leaft the diQates x>f con fc fence. 

In feafch of the true Church therefore, and of thofe 
who have any pretenfions to be ranked among the h*v~ 
ing members of the body myftical, I am compelled to 
prefer fuch as the papal bdlls condemned. Inflead of 
' the long, ridiculous lift of the canonized faints, ad4ecl 
by the pontiflFs, this century to the Roman calendar, 
which I mull leave to oblivion, faints unknown in earth 
and heiven, 1 turn to feek thofe within the Romaic pale, 
who appear to have efcaped the corruptions of the 
"World, and not to have known the depths of fatan.; how- 
ever tinQurcd by fuperltition, or enllaved by Church 
prejudices. Among the millions of clergy and laity in 
ibis idolatrous Church, debafcd by fuperlliiion, Timk in 
ignorance^ or tied and bound with the chains of their 
fins, (bme probably were found, who, feduced by the 
W 
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dread of fchifmjand the fear of papal excommunication^ 
coniiniied in the obfervance of the outward forms, vritb«- 
out placing religion in thefe things*; and believing to 
ihe*(aving of ihcir fouls, truly feared God, and wrought 

rightcoufnefs. 

Among the Janfcnijls a confiderable band appears of* 
faithful confcflbrs, whofe works are ftill read with admi- 
ration, and wbofe real piety defcrve to be imitated. I 
do not readily receive the accufations, that Papilts or 
Proteftants have objeded to them, as over rigorous and 
fanatic in their devotion : but I will admit many tluogs 
might be blameable; a tinQure of poper^ might drive 
them to pulh monkifh aufterities too far ; and fecrcily 
to place fome merit in mortification, which, they io 
general difclaimed : yet, with all that can be faid, furely 
the root of the matter was in them. When 1 read Jan- 
fenius, or his difciples, Pafcal or Qucfnell, I bow before 
fuch diftinguiflied excellence, and confefs them my 
brethren, fhall I fay, or my fathers. Their principles 
are pure and eVangelical ; their morals fortned upon 
the apoRles and prophets ; and their zeal to amend and 
convert, bleffed.with eminent fuccefs. I will pity the 
wanderings of a St. Cyran, and allow for the prejudic- 
es of education ; but I will ever love and honor ihofe 
who appear to have loved our lord Jefus Chrift in fin. 
cerity, and dared to fufFer for his fake : I believe the 
Lord of life will honor them, at the day of bis appear, 
ing and glory. 

Among thofe called Myjlics^ alfo, I am perfuadcd 
fume were found who loved God out of a pure heart 
fervently ; and though they were ridiculed, and revil- 
ed, for propofing a di /inter ejiednefs of love without other 
motives, and asprofeffing to feel in the enjoyment of the 
temper iifelfj an abundant reward, their holy and heavenly 
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converfation will carry a ftarop of real religion upon it, 
>?hen all their Jefuitical opponents, with the time lerying 
Boflfuetat their head, will be weighed and found wanting. 
If 1 pity any thing in Fenelon, it is h'n fuhmilTive publica- 
tion of the papal bull, which condemned him, confcious 
€0 his dying day, that no one of his fentimcnts was al- 
tered. Some will call this weaknefs, fome hypocrify ; 
but I can fuppofe a purer reafon, his defue of peace, 
and his dread, leaft oppofition fhould pccafion diviliolis, 
vhi^h ultimately might produce more evil than good. I 
^ill not vindicate the motive or the reafoning ; but to 
fuch a man as Fenelon, though I blame his condu£l, I 
Avail give full credit, that he afted as he thought right 
in the fight of God. It is pteafant to behold, araidft 
the darknefs of popery fuch luminaries ; and no doubt 
to this their difputes with the Proteftants had greatly 
contributed. Even thofe who pertinacioufly ftill adhei"- 
4td to the Church of Rome, were indebted to their ad- 
yerfaries for a portion of the truth and godiinefs, which 
Jlhey w^rc led to embrace and follow. 
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CHAR III. 



OF THE GREEK CHURCJ|» 



SUNK to^the loweft ftatc of debafement under, ihg 
Turks, degraded in cfearaBer, disfigured by fupec- 
ftition, groveling in ignorance, and pining in pQveriyf 
little can be hoped from fuch a communion. Yet werp 
efforts made repeatedly to win therp over to the fubjec;- 
lion of Rome in vain. ' The appearances of fuccejs al- 
ways vanifhed, the prejudices of education prevailed, 
and attachnienc to their own forms and ceremonies kept 
them Teparate. Even were their fubmiffion pbtainedf U 
' fcems but a niiferable acquifition. Rom9, bowevej!;^ 
continually maintained a hoft of her miflfionaries in iYip 
Eaft, endeavoring among all the oriental ChriRians to 
gain profelyies ; and now and then new bilhops wer^ 
difpatched with a pompous name, to prefide oyer con- 
gregations, whofe numbers were fo few, and poverty fo 
great, that they feemed fcarce worth the expence necgC 
fary to keep up the appearance. The alms diftributcc( 
were the mod inflrument^l means of the conyerfions, 
which feldom endured longer than the continuance of 
them : and it is fingular enough, that the Greek ftu« 
dents, who have been brought to Rome for education, 
and initiated in all the myfleries of popery, are faid, on 
their return to their native country, generally to have 
adopted their former profeflion, and to be, the bittereft 
oppofers of the popifh pretcnfions of dominion ovc^. 
the caffern churches. 
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Among thofc who have moft firmly rejcQcd the at- 
^eaipts of the Roman pontiffs, Cyriilus Lucar may be 
Reckoned — a man of real piety and exienfivc learning, 
beyond what pfually has filled the chair of Conflanti. 
nople. After diligently examining the RomiQi and 
Proteftant opinjions, he feemed much more difpofecl 
Jto form a union with the latter than the former ; and 
in confequence correfponded wiih the Proteftants of 
ffrminence* This biltcyly proyoked the Catholics. — - 
The Jefuits, through the Frencli Ambaffador at the 
Porte, everted all iheif jqtrjgues to render Cyril odi, 
pus, and fufpeQed by the Turks, Having gained fotnc 
l^nvious Greeks to thejr party, they foripcd an accuta^ 
(ion againft the good patriarch, of pretended treafoni 
and procured his death by the Ottoman Emperor's or*- 
fders. His crime was bis piety, and difpofition to unite 
|he Greek and reformed churches — an offence inexpia- 
ble iq the fight of Rome and her fateliites. An. i6$S* 

pvcry artifice continued to be employed by the JeC. 
pits to foften down the diff*erences between the church. 
es ; ^nd to make it appear that they were of a trifling 
^nd indifferent nature ; and therefore that the Greeks 
^ight be indulged in all their peculiarities, and yet re^ 
tiirn to the unify of the Church. But all the art em- 
ployed has peyer been able to effefiihe reconciliation; 
and they appear as diftant from each other as ever.— 7 
The fame attempts haye as little fucceeded with the oth- 
er oriental churches. They flill maintain their indepcn* 
idence, both of Rome and of Conflantinople. The KeC 
forians, the Monophyfiies, have their feparate patri- 
archs ; and their different tranches, Copbts and Arme- 
nians fubfifi,^ though reduced almoft to a fiafe of inani- 
ty. The church of Ruffia, a chief member of the 
Greek comroiinionj^ holds little connexion or none wiiji 
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tbe patriarchs of Conftantlnople. It may now be leck- 
cned indeed among the firft in extent of empire, yet 
tefpefting the life and power of Cbriftianity, very, very 
little will be found among them : profound fgporaace^ 
multiplied fuperftitions, and moft dcbafing intempcr* 
»r>ce, mark the clergy and people. It is to be hoped 
there are exceptions. Our acquaintance with their lan- 
guage is fmall. I am not informed of any Ruffian th& 
ological work that claims attention, for depth of biblical 
Criticifm, or.faith unfeigned. A fe6t, though not of 

modern date, is faid to have occafioned 
i^N. 1666. fome difturbances iq the empire. They 

called themfelvcs the multitude of the t- 
le&^ or Ifbraniki ; their adverfaries branded them with 
the thle of Rofkolniki, or the multitude of the /a3ious. 
As we have no explicit account of their tenets, we muft 
be content with the general grounds of their feparatioti 
from the church of Ruffia, which they atledged, wa« 
' en account of the corruptions introduced by the negli- 
gence and ambition of their prelates. They afFefted 
ihemfelves, extraordinary piety and mortification ; and 
9 veneration for the letter of the holy Scriptures, which 
tvas carried to an excefs of fuperftition. They would 
not allow a prieft to minifter baptifm, who had that day 
tafted brandy. This feemed indeed a prudent precau- 
tion ; becaufe a Rudian cannot be trufted with a bottle 
to his lips, without emptying the laft drop of its con- 
tents : but they appeared to harbor an abundance of 
follies and fuperftitions ; fuch as efteeming it to he of 
the laft importance, that their priefts fhould give the 
benediQion with three fingers ; as with two only, it 
'would be tbe depth of herefy. However, we mu(| 
Icnow more of them before we can form^a true judg- 
ment. It hardly feems probable, that they were a 
Very enlightened fcQ; ; but rather a fcion frpm fome of 
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the fcatlered Paulicians, or Bogomilians,of former day«, 
(prouting afrefh, andas they multiplied, awakened fre& 
aitention. They haViC been excommunicaied, dragooru 
cd, ^nd ^xcrcifcd with all the gentle correflions of firc^ 
fwordj gibbets, imprifonrocnt, and exile, but have main, 
tained their profeffion, by retiring to the woods and o^ 
ferts of that forlorn country, where they flill fubfift, cf- 
pecjally aoiong the Calmuks. . Since the acceflion of 
Peter the Great, they have been treated with mildnef^^ 
and indulged with toleration. Perhaps there will b:e 
found among them a people that fliall be counted to the 
Lord for a generation. I fee hot through the vatt Ru!fl 
fian empire, where the truth of godlinefsis more proba- 
bly to be fought. 

I wifli to look round, lind difcover the living feattire« 
of animated Chriftianity in the £aft ; but, alas ! all is 
darkhefs that may be felt, and deathlike profcffion ofi- 
]y, within the Chriftian pale. Yet when I fee fuch a 
man as Cyrillus raifed up, and know, that the blclTcd 
word of life is in their hands, 1 cannot but hope th^re 
were fonae happy exceptions to the general ignorance 
and fuperftition, and that God had not left himfclf wi^'iu 
out witncflcs. May their numbers be multiplied more 
abundantly ! 
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tHAP. IV- 



ON THE PkOTESTANT CflURCrf: 



CHRIST is hot divided ; unhappily his people are; 
But if they cultivate the fpirit of love and meekl 
ncfs bearing and forbearing with one another, the litifc 
differences of opinion \vould nevef- be permitted to dif- 
turb the unity of the fpirit, of to break the b&hd of 
peace. There is fcarce a man who deferves the name 
of a real Proteftant, fp prejddiced as hot t6 acRnowl- 
cdgc, that we are all one in Chrift Jefus ; why. hot then 
fove one another out of a pure heartrerventlyi^ The time, 
1 hope^ will come — " BlefTed are the peace niakcrs, for 
tney thai I be called the children of God." It will be 
happy for ibe Church of Chrift, when divine charity 
fball enlarge her borders, and bigotry be driven to hit 
gloomy cell. 

The Proteftant Chui'cb ,coniprehends Lutherans^ the 
rfformcd or Calvinifts, and a variety o? other denomifiA^ 
tions^ that cannot immediately be clafled under the two 
great general divilion*. 



i. THE LUTHERAN CHURCH. 



WE have feen the defolaiions produced by the ani- 
bition or bigotry of the houfe of AuftriaJ inftigated by 
Rome, and her -jefuitical crew, hoping, that they cotiid 
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flown with it, dpVn even totlie ground. The great Head 
of the Church wa3,0iherwire minded. The bufh burped 
and was not confum^d'. But the Lutheran caufe fuffer* 
td alfo by the defection of fdme pf its mtofl ftfenuous 
fupporicjrs. Jn iht beginning oCthiS century, 
AN, 1604. MAUidcEf Landgrave pf HeUe, a rhan.of 
very eminent attainments, embraced, after 
deep inveftigation, the CalviniRic f) (lem of dodrine : 
^t)d new modelled, (he. univerfity.of Marpgirg, and the 
ccclcfiaftical ^ftablifhment of Heffe, after the reformed 

. plan : though not Without great oppofition 
AN. 1619. from |he Lutheran divine?. Yet, though he 
ihought himfelf bound ip pfomote the tiuih^, 
which he had himfelf embraced ; and to exercife the au- 
thority with which he waf? inycttcd, in his own domfrr- 
ions; It is to be obferved to his honor, that ht fhewed 
Chrifliian moderatipn, and temper in the difputes, which 
could not but be the confequence : and he is fajd not 
to have been chargeable with any a£is of oj^preflSon or 
violence, leaving generous liberty of cor>f<^ience to all 
his fubjeSs. The Elector of Bra^idenburc fojlow- 

^cd hi> example, and declared for the reform- 
ikN. 1614. ed religion, without enforcing the doctrine 
, , of the decrees, or the decifions of Dort ; but 

left every man free liberty to abide, Lutheran or CaL 
vihift, according to his corifcienee ; difpenfing bis fa- 
vors to both, without partiality, and fetpmmending a 
Ypirit of conci4ation ; to abfiain from pffenfive terms, 
er injurious afperfions ) donfcnting that the rites which 
ucre objefted to might be, abolifhed ; and cntreati/ig, 
that wherein they ftiH differed, they woiild bear with 
each other, and cultivate a fpirit of ^eace and patience. 
But to this tbe Lutheran clergy refufed to confcnt, and 
iftot only excited fierce debates, but fiirred up the peo- 
ple to a fpirit of difcontent, and alienaiion from liicir 
X 
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fovereign, ancl tumults which only force could fopprefir. 
The Saxon divines took part with their brethren, and 
unhappily blew up the flames of dtfcdrd, to the great in- 
jury of their cauie, and the hurt of their univeifity df 
Wiriemberg, which the Ele^or was compelled, by the 
treatment he had received^ to forbid his fabje^te Any 
8Qore to vilit^ 

Good men on both fide$ fjimehtedf, that when tte? 
. Phitiftines wejre upon them, the fbns of Ifrael were fet- . 
ting their fwords every man againft his fcjlow ; and 
earnctlly wilhcd to reconcile the two great bodies^ fef 
Proieftants together, that they might be more united, 
and form a firmer phalanx againft their popiQi invaders.' 
To hope for uniformity in opinion was a bleffing, in tbef 
prefent ftate of human infirmity, and under the prejrldr. 
ces of education, not to be expcQcd : but to foften down 
the angles of afperity — never to difpute paflkmately — to 
leek not vi6lofy, but truth— to give the moft favorabler 
explications to the terms ufed on both fides-^to bring 
forth the great fundamental principles, in .which Calvin* 
Kls and Lutherans were agi'ced — and in the deeper and 
abftrucer points of difference, to approach as near as 
poiSble — and where they could not unite, to agree td 
bear with each other in the difputed articles, and to 
keep them as much as poSible from producing vain 
contention, which only begat ill blood and not convic- 
tion — ihefe were the objefts of the conciliators* Wert- 
in the reformed, it is allowed, were the firft to concede, 
drtd mike approaches ; allowing their Lutheran breth- 
ren tiot to have erred in any fundamental dodrine.-— 
But the Lutheran divines jy^cre more tenacious and lefr 
yielding, and refufed to acknowledge as much of the- 
Calviniftic tenets vatnd rejefied with tOo ftmch difdain' 
ihe conciliatory offers of their brethren. Mutual ICK- 
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proacbeS) and recriminations teoded not to heal but to 
video the breaqb. 

An. i6i5, Tbc peace. loving |am»s I. endeavor. 
fid to interpofe the weight of his influence, and 10 foU- 
pit this deSrable union amopg th^e Pfoteflant churches. 
He employed for ibis end the famous Dv Moulin, to 
found the different parties : but be foon grew difcour^ 
aged, when he found that the Lutherans tipltifi^d an utter 
^yerfion to accedp to tbe propofaL 

An. 1631. However, the French frotefiants, in f 
fynod held at Charer^ion, determined to give their Lu« 
theran brethren a teftimony of their ^brdial regard ; and 
to open a door for any return which they might judge fit, 
by declaring " that the Lutheran profeffion was truly 
conformable to the gofpel, and free from fundatnent^ 
errors." But no overtures wer^ ^he' confequence. 

An. 1631. One conference piore indeed was held 
«t Leipfic, between the divines of the two commun« 
ions ; a^nd the fpirit, temper, and moderation with which 
it was managed, gave hope it would re- unite them. 
The jealoury of the Lutherans, that fome artifice was 
concealed under the apparent candQr and conceiCons of 
their brethren, difappointed tbe happy i0ue wbich was ex. 
peded. After all, the fame iinchriftian diftance remained. 

An. 1645. A more comprchenfive fcbeme, which 
ihauld comprife Catholics, could hairldy fucceed in Po^ 
..land. 

An. 1661. Earneft to fucceed, the Landgraye of 
Heife renewed the attempt to bring the Protefiania 
fiearer to each other ; and now the fraternal embrace, 
^hich clofed the conference, promifed greater future 
^n^on ; at leaft mutual forbearance and love. But tb^ 
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modierate rrtcn who retired from this pleafing fcene, wetjC? 
unable to infpire their Lutheran brethren with their owrt 
Candor and charity ; and only drew upon thcmfelvea 
(he invedives of the bigdt$, as betraying by their induU 
gence the caqfe they were deputeid to dcfend.\ Thu$ 
has it often b6en the lot oF the nobleft fpirits to defire 
to do good to the ungrateful and the prejudiced^ and to 
be ahufed for their labors of love. "'' 

What the authority of princes ?in(J th(S weight offy- 
nods could not accomplifb, tndivictuals might well def« 
pair of effecting; Yet one kind and refolute fpirit, un. 
difmayedby tlie difficulties, jjefolvfed tof deyot© himfelf 
Jo the work ; Which during forty yiarsy be linweariedly 
purfued. ' Wherever he went and made bis objeft 
known, he was generally received with kindi>c&, and 
bear<l with attention V but after all his toils and traveU 
through the Proteftant regions of Europe, he found o\fy 
firudions in(urmountable, and bigotry and prejudice 
<^at r^fufed to bet^d. But he (ball not lofe his rewards 
The Prinqe of Peace will remdmber John * DuitY>* 
An. 1631 — 1674.^ '' * 

The good bifhop of Stregncz in Sweden, dcfervjes a 
.memorial for his zealous concurrence vifiih the traveU 
'' ling Scotifh pacificator : and Cauxxtus, 

AN. 1645. ^^^ divinity ptofeflbr of Helmfladt, fecond. 
ed warnily the' fatnfe noble defign- but thejr 
brought a neft of Lutheran hornets about their ears. 
The cry of the Church being in danger, drove tbp 
peace.making bifhop from his fee, to a retirement from 
^he clamt)rs of party : and Calixtus was glad to be hi^ 
in the grave from the torrent of abufe' and mifreprefen- 



t John Du^ly wts a Scotilh divine, of the CalylniQical perfof- 
n: of whom M 
Hcdi^ in' 1^754 



0ion : of whom MofteiiPi though a Lutheraa, fpeaks refpedf«llf« 
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tation ; as facrificing truth to conciliaejon, Thti* o\f* 
iftinately did the Luih^riari divines rejeft all approaches 
to corrimuhioniiviih their reformed brethren. Unhappi- 
ly they were not lefs divided among themfelves. In. 
tetifed at thofe wlio wifhed to heal the breaches, and to 
tngagc men's hearts in a fpifii of union and piety, the 
larger body ©r the l^mheratt Church, cipecially the 
Saxon divines, treated th^cn as itlnovators in religion^ 
aiid branded t!hem with the mmts of Syncreiijls or Pi^L 
ijis. An account of thefe will iricludethe moft impor- 
tant concerris of tlic Ltiiherarl Church ; efpeciaify in 
the point which is the great dbje£l which 1 am purfuing, 
ynder every denomination of €hrifiianS| to difcpyertbe 
true fpiritual Ghurch of Chrift, . 

At the head of the Syncreiijls wa$ Calixtus, of 
HvhdiD mention ha« been inadc before. Thie charge 
laid agdinft^ him was, his attempt to unite all bodies of 
profeiSng'Cbriflians in mutual forbearance and charity 
Mu'wh each cither, noiwithftanding the points of opinion 
in which lijey might differ ; and, if pcffible, to erablc 
them, without bitierncfs and mutual anathemas, to meet 
in fome general principles wherein ijiey all agreed ; and 
to leave, all other matters jofdifpute afide. At leaft, if 
iny differences were difcuffed, that it fliould be done ^ 
in lovd and in the fpirit of meekncfs, without breach of 
communion. He was of opinion, with his friend John 
Dury, that the Apojlks' creed contained every article nc- 
ceffary to be believed for falvation ; that the ten corn^ 
mandmenis weiea fufficient rule of life ; and the Lord's 
prayer ircludcd every cflentjal petition which a Chrif- 
tian needed to afk of God. All, therefore, who held 
thefe general principles, might, he truded, give each 
other the right hand of fellowfhip, and hope to meet to- 
gether ]in the >oild of the bleffed; whether Papiili, 
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Reforrqed, or Lutherans ; as each profeSed |o hold 
thefe in the JTaaie veneHiion, and to admit their indifpu* 
table truth. No man appears a more determined ProU 
eftant than Calixtas, or has written with greater force 
againft the errors of the Romilh Church ; though he was 
abufed as half a Catholic, becauf^ he inamtained) that 
in the Church of Rome tki fundamental artielts were 
jdtll held; and that fa(vatton might there be qbtained, 
even though men were under many miftakes andpreju* 
(dices of education. He ad (fitted the union of church- 
es was impradicable, under the decifions of tb^ council 
of Trent ; but that the union of cbi^rity might be culti^ 
yated between the membe|fs of the different churcheSj^ 
holding the (irft commoa princij^es of 0hri(lianity, 
The divines of HelmRadt |inite4 with the^i: colleague 
in this endeavor : many of their brethren, at Rintelen, 
Kontnfberg, and Jena, approved the general lines ot 
conciliation propofed l^y them ; but they met with the 
iierceft oppoiitiony were eileemed ^% traitors to the Lq^ 
theran caufe, and apddates from tlie Lutheran &itb c 
and charged with both inclining to the reformed, and the 
popifh religion. Contradi3ions fo glaring, as only the 
exafperatioa of prejudice and party could fuppofe poflSi* 
fele or true. The particulars of ^t the bitter coiiteAi 
and invedives which this controverfy Qccafionec^ 
with the interpofition of the civil magiftrate, I ihail pafs 
over. It affords but a nvortifying leflbn of human iiu 
i^rmity, that whoever, or whatever is right, or wrong ; 
wife men, learned men, religioi(s men, fcould fo far de- 
viate from the fpirit of truth and mccknefs. Nor docs 
it give a high opinion of the Saxon divines in particulart 
who W2^nted to introduce a new creed of their own fen.' 
titnents, which cou|d not but have made a diviGon in 
^hc Lutheran Church. The amiable defign of.Calixtus,^ 
ihould it be a miltaken charity^ pleaded for lenity i% 
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^aift, inRead of fueh bittcrhcfs and tnalignity, ^s C<z/^- 
ifiuSj at ihc head of the Saxon Lutheran dodors expref. 
fed t but bigots t6 churches^ and advocates for truth, 
arc very different peKons. Did religion, indeed, ftand 
tnerely iti dfiniofi^ knd one line of aberration mud not 
be admitted froin What is eftabhfhed in each churchy 
%ho theri eah be favcd ? The confequences are obvious 
to every enlarged mind, ivho is at all co^verlatit with 
ihc (jpirit of true Chriftianity, 

But the divifioris which atofe on account of PiHifm^ 
wete ftill ifiiore to b^ laimented, as they ferved but too 
Awfully to demonftrate,^ that deep piety in the Lutheran 
Church Was an oflen&ve ohje6t, and the pfetcnlions t<9 
it judged defervlng of the fihai-peft cenfur^s^ 

' The Wigin of Pieiijk wzi certainly the apprehenfion 
iiiia cbnviQioD^ that real religion had greatly declined 
Jn the Lutheran Church-^that the. clergy were become 
too inattentive to the care of men's foiils^ and too at- 
tached to this world in its eaioltiments ; or too mucti 
engrofied with fcientthc purfuits, foreign to their ioimc- 
diaie defignatioru That (here is always too much rea- 
fon to fear the decline of true godlinels^ the experience 
bf all ages teaifies. 

An. 11576. The excellent Spener. a man eminent 
for real truth and godlinefs, lamented the dcclcnfioni 
which he fuppofed, at Icaft, he beheld around bim. 
He fet himfelf, therefore, to reanimate the languid zeal, 
and to quicken the diligence of his brethren, by eflab- 
^lifhing at Yx^iMofX^focutits for religious txtrcifcs^ for 

Srayer, praife and mutual c6it)munications ; in order to' 
ind each other in a firmer bond, to refill the overflow- 
ings of ungodlincfs, and to bear a living tcflimony by 
lileiir conduft, to the purity of the truths «whicb th^y 
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profifflTcd to believe. A treatifc on the difordcrs of 
the Church, and the prevailing corrupifon of niannersi 
¥Jith the means beff fuited to remove them, was circulat- 
ed by this good man, and awakened very general atten- 
tion. A variety of perfonsin different places, accord- 
ingly affociated on the plan whi?.h Spener had recom- 
mended : and, as tould not but be the cafe, awakened 
tbejealoufy, and provoked the enmity of the clergv and 
others, whofe converfation they reproved, not merely by 
the exhibition of a different conduQ, but fonietimes by 
rebukes and charges, not always, perhaps, diQated by 
priidence, or the fheeknefs of Charity. Thefc affociaf- 
tions, therer)re, rtet with nftach'oppofuion : and, as pop. 
iilar odium, or the licemioufnefs of the bafcr fort, inW- 
gated by their Enemies, often interrupted ibeir affetm'- 
biies, the charge of difturbing the peace of the public 
iVas laid to their cfoof : and, as ufually fome wild fire is 
^eady to mingle iifelf with the facred flame on the altar 
of truth, perfons of an enthufiaRic or turbulent difpbfi* 
tion, fometimes united with the Pieiifts, and gave their 
adverfaiies occafion to blafpheme. 

The alarm which fiad gone out againft tlie rifing CtGtf 
cplletied greater force, and was viewed as a matter of 
ipore ferious import, when the learned profeflbrs, 
Franckius, ScHApius, and Antonius, with others, 
wnittng cordially with Spener in his pious defigns, be^a^ 
10 consider the cauffes of the decline, which was too evi. 
dent : and fuppofed they could trace them principally 
to the improper mannef in which young men at the u- 
niverfuies had been trained up for the miDidry. Dif- 
carding, therefore the metaphyfical mode of tuition, and 
the jargon of the fchools, where Ariftottle's fubtletica 
bad bee^ ofterv more Iludied than the Bible; and a 
rage for controverfies of na real impi>rt to improve . 
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ihe underftani^ing; or to affeS the heart, dccupsed the 
time; aihd exalted ibe conceit of the cdptioti$ difpftr^ 
tints ; they refolved to alter their fnode of Icduring. 
Taking the oracles of God for theif thfcOs, they endeavf 
bred to makd thefe pilte fbttntiinsof liifdotfiaiYdknowL 
edge bfclter dnderftood, both reffleQfng the dbUrinei 
therdn contained, and the ^^/j&//Wa'(?n of them to the 
corifciences of thcif pupils ; in order t6 fhe prdduQiott 
of the ge^ouine fruits of righteoufftefs and triic hoUnefs: 

^Thcltfcrifiural exercifei excited va1l atteif* 
An. i68gf, tiori: Multitudes preflcd, 'o 6^aif theiri : 

and that nfiany ^ere affeded by them, and 
brought to a hapjiy change ih their feligioiis cofidQ6l, 
fcven prejudice could not deny. Malignity, indeed,' 
livifhed to mifreprefent, What hid not only its hovchy to 
offend, bm the real reproof contained in fiich condiifk 
to irritate. The other profeffors charged therh with 
exciting tumults, and promoting ahimorules in the lini. 
verfity ;' and, being abundantly th«i toajbrity, (hefe good 
inen wefe called to a public trial, for the innovationi 
which they had attempted ; and though declared free 
from berefy or immorality, were forbidden to proceed 
dny farther with the plans of religious inftru3fon'^ wbicll 
they had Commenced. 

An. 1692. Silfpehded thus frdm their attempts toed: 
ify the ftudents at LdpGc in facred literature, and driv- 
en from their profeffoVihips for the Pietifm imputed to 
them, the univerfity of Ha^le invited Franck and Anto* 
liius thither ; atiri Spcner had a fimilar offer, which he 
iccepied f rotrf the Elefto't of Brandenburgb^ at Berlin. 
They ptarfued thefe the fame line of condu6l, and weref 
attended by the fame numerous audience and pupilsV 
The profeffors and paftors of the Lutheran univrTfity 
a Wirtemberg, were highly incenfed at, and condertin^ 
Y 
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cd thcfe npyel pra8ices as detrimental ta 
AN. 1695. the imeretts of the Lutheran Church, over 
which they >»atchedwiih jealous care : prob. 
jibly they felt it as a refleftion upon ihcmfclves, (bat 
thefe bit>lical profeflbrs fhould aitraft fuch attention ; 
and their focieties formed for prayer and reliijious exerr 
ofesiraife an imputation of negligence on the eftdibti{h< 
ed paftors. For the fls^mc of Pictifm bad (pread through 
sill the Lutheran charches, and in every city,towr) and 
viilago^ perfons arofe, profeffing to be (tirred up by a di. 
vine impreffion on their nunds, to revive the caufe of 
l-eligion, and to roufe the attention of their neighbors to 
greater ferioufnefs in the concerns of an eternal %yorld. 
^As pecfons of all conditions and fcxes were affeSed wiih^ 
Pieufm, ^rtifans, mechanics, and laborers, met together 
for religious exercifes. The illiterate^ as well as the[ 
mofe inftru^Bed, prayed and exhorted in thefe focieties : 
and| as could not but be the cafe, when the. number^ 
were conGderable, and fome among them more forward^ 
sealous, and imprudent, than well-informed, occaGons 
of reproach were taken againft them ; and fome, per- 
haps, juftly : and, as is always the cafe, the irregularitief 
pr improper conduct of miftaken individuab, were Iai(I 
to the charge of the whole body« The clergy efpe- 
cialiy took a part againd thefe PietiHs ; and the magif 
tratcs being inftigaicd by their fears or jcaloufies, fe- 
vere laws were eiiafted to fupprefs thefe focteucs, and 
prevent the fpreading of thefe innovations in the Lutbe^ 
ran Church. 

:'\ 
Ax. 1689. The term Pidijl^ which was given in dc* 
rifion by the fcofFers to thofe who attended Franckius 
and bts aflbciates, and lived in a Courfe of ftri6t piety^ 
<' was afierwards," fays Mofheim, *' applied to all who, 
4i&ingui(hf d by e^^ceflive auderity of mannersj regard.^ 
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Jefs o£lruth of opinion^ were only, intent upon fraHict^ 
and turned the whole vigor of their efforts towards the 
attainments of retigiqusjeelings arid habits.** MoOieim 
vras a Lutheran divine, philofopbic, and no Piciift. 
Yet his partial reprefentation {ptak^ nothing 4jnfavora- 
ble, when he is compelled to add, as a faithful hiftoriab, 
*^ thatperfons of eminent wi/d'om and janHiiy^ rimarkabU 

Jxyr ihetr adherence to truth and love of piety, hire com^ 
^nonJy the fame opprobrious name.'' A rd, in another placfe, 
** that none could defpife their intentions^ without appear^ 
ing the enemy of prahical religion.'' The truih of the 
tnatter is, that zealous godlinefs, as is ufual^ provoked 
the reproach of the crofs. But the learned ecclefiaflic 
fniftakes, or mifreprefents the reaj charaflcr of Franck 
and his colleagues. So far were they from being re- 
gardiefs ol truth and opinion^ that no men more ri-idly 
contended for, or taught more explicitly, iht fundamtii- 
tai doSrines of Chriftianity. They, indeed were no big* 
ots to the Lutheiran profcflion, though they preferred 
it > but they fuppofed many of their reformed brethren, 
equally found in the fundamental articles of faith with 
themfelves : and therefore they would not refufe their 
friendfhip and fociety, becaufe of the opinions in which 
they diflfered.. So far, indeed, the charge may be ad- 
muted in the fuUeft latitude, that tbefe good men look- 
ed, upon the tenets of barren orthodoxf^ when not attend, 
ed with divine poWer in the cohfcicnce, and purity in 
the cbnducl, as nothing worth ; and were the more earn, 
eft to inculcate the neceffity of faith> with its efFeft^, 

* than to eftablifli a rigid conformity with the Lutherart 
definitions. Why it fliould be fuppofed that their man* 
ners were auftere to excefs, I fee no one proof produced ; 
and am difpofed to believe from all I have read or 
known, that they were as remarkably amiable in their 
hehavior, as kind in their fpirit, and compaflionate tQ« 
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urar^s iht feeble ipin4ed. Nor in a 4^7 of gre^ diffi* 
paiipn aQ4 corruption of manp^rs, ybicb Moiheitn every 
where cqnfcffes afid l^ments^ ought 2| peculiar careful- 
pefs to adorn (he d^^'ine of Cod o^r Sayjour ip all 
fbirigs, to be branded with fo barih an infinuation. As 
to tbejr courts tq attain rt;ligious feelings and habiis^ the., 
mthor lias not perfefltly underftood the fubjccl, if be 
fuppofcs they qdeant %o fabjlituic religious' feelings^ id 
the place of ^ra^ical godlinefi^ which he allows them to 
have puffued; am}) if he means to put a contempt oi|. 
Teligio%s feelings^ or hahiti ; \ own, I wonder how anjr 
mao.caq be fi^ppqfed to exercife 4iyiae loyc tq^God or 
man ; to live in real habits. of deyotioti ; or to readan^ 
bjelieye the greait and precious promifes of God's word p 
and nqt/f^^theQutflqwipgs ofdefire, j^ndthe ferifttiom 
of delight. A religion without /eeling is certainly not 
the religion pf the PfalmiS, pqr coinpatible with the 
graces qf the 3pirit, dcfcribed by ^u fapK Bpt th^^ 
privat€: meetii^gs^ \n which {heir devotional eitercifej[v 
lyere held, and the feelings of their bi^i^rM poured omJl 
in prayer ^n(i| 'prj(ife, were regarded as yfjry cmbuiGaftie^ 
and reprobated by tbofe, yho, not being at ^\\ incline<{ 
to join with then?, were rea4y tojuflify their own Tupe* 
jior e^cellcnccby dcgra(|ing tbeir bfethrep witb impi^ 
Rations of fanatic devotion, and unneceffary aufterity, 

Nothing pan better c:jprefs wherejn tbjt atift^rity 901^- 
Jifted, than the ycfy account Mofheim hjmfelf gives q| 
the motives i^bich influenced thefe good men, and tfaf 
fleps tbey.toqk to revive the ^ecayi^g intereft of tbp • 
true Lutheran religion. They imputed to ;he clcrgf 
the great caufe of the declenfion evident. They fuppofed 
their manner of preaching qnedifying ; their conduqt 
not purely exemplary ; and their negligence of their bq.\ 
ly fmidioni as highly biameable. To this they attrj^^ 
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butcd qhiefly the overflowing! of ungod)iner$t the prog-? 
fefs of vice, and the general careleifnefs about reli^ioui 
worihip in the Church, \n private families, and fecrct 
devotion. As they edeemed thjs the fopr«e pf all the 
evils, which they ra>v ap4 lamented, jt was natural for 
them to begin at the fountain head : and as this neceiTa* 
xily implied refleflipn on the paper? tbcmfelves, and oi| 
the univerfities which had fent them forth fo ill qualifi- 
tpd for their charge, both were highly gx^fperatcd a- 
gainit thefe reformers, and fet their faces agaipft their 
fchemes' for amelioration. Jt is pleafing to trace the 
flcps which they took, and the amendments t|icy pra- 
poiedvin their preparation of young nien for the fnj^if? 
Iry, their enemies thei^felves bcipg thp reporters* 

They laid* it down as'a facred axiom, that no maq 
^oqld have <i divine call into the Church as a minifier| 
linlefs hi? heart was fi)led with the love of Chrift, andot 
\the fouls redeemed by his blopd'^he muft be unexcep^ 
tiona^ble in holy converfation — and endued with a com^ 
petent meafure of literature, efpecially well verfed ii| 
jhc holy Scriptures, They therefore baniflied the fcho- 
laOic theology, which miniftered only queflions in(le^4 
of godly edifying — they avoided dwelling ftrongly on 
the points in difpute between Chndians ; and dtfcourag- 
cd all bitternefs ctf coptrovcrfy, ihppgh they neglefted 
pot to arm their pupils with divine truth. The Scrip* 
ture« were the firft pbjed which they cofpmended to 
their ftudy and attention, making all ph)lofophic pur* 
faits and ornamental literature a lubordinate part of ed. 
lication. This was interpreted by their adverfaries in- 
fo a contempt for human learning, though confe0ediy 
Aooe bad a larger Chare of it than thefe worthy profef. 
ibrs ; and their pi^ils were no diOionor to them in thi$ 
{)efaalf; but becaufethey treated as ofJefs importance 
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the defence of the outworks of Chriftianity, fiich a* 
merely arguing on its evidence and rcaronablenefs ; and 
rather preferred an immediate attack on the canfcience 
by the fword of the Spirit, which is the word bf God ; 
the wife apologifts anddifputers of this world charged 
them with degrading the dignity of polemic theotogyi 
dnd giving the enemies of CbrilUaniiy advantage. 

In confeqnence of ihefe views of the internal fpirh of 
ar rainitter oFChrift, they infilled upon the neceflSty of i, 
Jolemn dedicativn of bimfelf to God ; and that every 
clergyman ought to be an evample and model of the 
doftrines which he taught, and*ihe praftifes be reconli 
mended : affirming, to the great indignation of their 
brethren, that no man could be truly called to the min- 
iRry of the gbfpcl, who was not in bis own foal a fearer 
of the bleffings of divine grace, and a pattern of his owii 
precepts : a ftri6lnefs this, in the eyes of the laxet 
profeffjrs, which expofed the Pietifts to itiuch qerifure,' 
and involved them in many difputes, *' whether a bad 
eccleGaflic could be a true ininifter of the fanQuary,** 
and fuch like unprofitable queftions. They recora* 
mended to their pupils to preach the fimplicity which 
is in Chrift, and not to he tied down to any pbrafeolog^^ 
that fcholaftic theology had fart£lioned : but the moft 
ofFenfive part of their inftro6lions to the young ftu- 
dents for orders, was an abftinencc fron^ a variety of 
things, in which the profefTors of religion generally in- 
dulged themfelves. Some of thefe; though in theif na- 
ture not abfolutely finful, they fuppofed to have a ftrong 
tendency to divert the mind from ferious 'obje9s, and . 
to corrupt the heart with inordinate love of pleafure. 
Others ^hey reckoned in themrdves immoral^ as the 
ftage, and fuch like entertainments ; gaming of all 
kinds; books of a corrupting tendency, however bi»t 
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morous or %yell written; and fitting long at fealls, or 
wine, wheie, though' not intemperate ihemlelves, their 
prefence might enibolden others : noi* did they reckon 
as innoctnt^ but rather dangerous, and to be avoided^ all 
pioinifcuous meetings of the fexes, for dancing and 
joliiy of every kind ; and even ihc/poris ofihejitld wei^ 
prohibited to ib^irp'^^pi Is 2ts not leemingly aiid of good 
report for miniflers of the fanQuary. Many thought 
Ihefe inilrudioris unreafonable and fevere, and that the 
clenjy mij^ht well indulge thenifeUes and countenance 
their people \\\ what ihey vere pleafed to term, a litik 
innocent pUafure. Difpwies on ih^wie tubjetts arofe j 
and, as is the cafe niih difputes in general, they were 
carried on fomeiime^ v\iih too much afperity* 

But nothing excited in the clergy and others as has 
been hinted before, more general oppofitidn than tht 
joa^e^iesj -which the Pieiifts e^ery where inflituied for 
religiotjs exercifes.; and into which they defiled to ad- 
•niit none, wbofe execpplary condudt did not adorn 
their prcfeffion. This kind. of reparation from the 
world, and pious fingularity, was peculiarly offenfivc^ 

Thai among the multitudes who were united witli 
the Pietists in thefe focreiie , ft^ine betrayed intem- 
perate zcalj and occafionally broacred fuch erroi eons 
opiniorts, was to be exp€^:led and lamenied. Non^ 
howeVcr, more fl^arply condemr ed all fuch things ihaa 
the body pf the Pieiills therrjfclves. 

Whether Arnold is to be Reckoned in the number of 
thofe cenfurable in this lefpcfl, I knov/ not. His ec^ 
clefiaflicalhiftorv is charged by Moflieim as too par- 
tial to heieiics. The bitter and farcaftic writings of 
Dippelius certainly deferve ccnHiie. 1 wave the men- 
tion of the vifioaiiiei, fuch as Fe ericn or the Thcofo- 



Digitized by 



Google 



.414 OIPARTtAL HISTORY Or fPii, j^ 

phifts) revived by Jacob Boehmcn and btheirs, y/hqi 
though for a time ihej^ glared as the meteor in the &y, 
and attraiEled the eyes of gazing curiority, fuggeflel 
boihihg tending to the revival of gerierail religion and 
piety ; any moi-e than the tribe of prophets and proplaet- 
. eOes, Who alarmed the fears of tht credulotis, had their 
day» dnd wei-e forgotten. 

Two tilings, however, defetve to be particularly olr- 
fcrved. Firft, That among the Lutherans an evident 
great departure had begun from the life of godlinefs, 
iwhich anirmated the firil reformers. Scientific pttrfuifs 
were more in requeft than ^ofpel purhy j^nd, asis too 
oblervabie^ the decline of piety and the progrefs bf pht^ 
lofophy are always accompanied with an equal propor-* 
eiort of infidelity, and cavflling at the doft^inei of rev- 
4^btion' — a charge not peculiai^ to thef Lutheran Churclil, 
but awfalty applicable alike to the Reformed,' as we 
fiiall fee, and, as has been noted, to theRbmiih cotfi^ 
ioiufnion. Hilt Infidel writings had not yet prevailed 
liiiih the fame open contempt, as at prefent, of the rcU^ 
giort of their country : though the philofophic trrbtff 
with Leibnitz at their head, was paving the way : and 
Martin Seidel publifhed his impious opinion of the per. 
fon and offide of Jerus Chrift, which in the main hata 
fdund fince more ftrenuous defenders than he could 
fauRer in his own day.* 

But, 2dly. A TOorre pteafi ng feature of the Lutheran 
Church appeared in the evident and widespread rev^ 

Seide1» denied that Jcfu^s was the Mefiah prcditfcd in the old 
itlla:inent ; he taught that the Mtfiah had not come : that JefiM 
came oaly to reptiblifli, and explain the law of nature. To rid 
itmfelf of obje^ions he denied the diVine autkoriiy^of the wkole 
ttew teftament. 
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vai of godlinefs) which, however cppofed by philofo* 
phers, didiked by the clergy, or tidiculecj by the xnuhu 
tode, produced a hoft of confeflbr«. Thai fome really 
good men mijht have been prejudiced againft the Pi. 
€ti(b, may be admitted. They too hafljly entertained 
the unfavorable reports of their tiialigners, and verc 
led away by their mifriprefentations : but among thofc 
who bore the name of Hctifti, or were at leafl fuppcfed 
%o be pietiftically inclined^ ide vitalitf of the fpirituat 
Church of Chrift wa« chiefly to be found. The live« 
and labors of tbefe men would have beeh an ornament 
to whatever church tlliey bad belonged; I dwell with! 
greater pleaHiri on tbefe, than on the votaries of Arif- 
totie, or the reformers of the bhilofophic fchoo), the 
iearnedy and in their 4ay rheri ot rehown» I am oeir 
thcr in purfuit of the Stagyrite, nor bis corrcfiors, of 
the new phil^fophy nor of the old, of Thcofophifts, oi; 
inetaphyficians, biii of the true and fahhfcil followeri $f 
ibe Son of God, in fimplicity and godly Sincerity. 

Before I clofe the account of the Lmherat) Church, 
(heir attempts to fend the light of divine truib into hea- 
then lands, dcfcrve an honorable memorial. The 
Pan^ have been panicularly mindful to communicate 
to their colonics and fettlenienis in Afia* Africa and ^* 
merica, as well as Greentahd) a knowledge of the falva(« 
tion which is by Jcfus Chrift, 

An. 1634. A 2ea|ou8 Individnal, the learned 
Heyling of Lubec, penetrated into Abyflfinia with this 
Intention ; and recommending hirAfelf to the Emperor's 
favor, rofe to the higheft office in the ftaie. In retoro. 
2ng to Europe for mifliooary a&(^ance, he periChed by 
the way : nor has it fince appeared. th?t he left any ji- 
Biding trace of fuccefiful labors behind him. The pi- 
tpiis i^ake of Saxc Goiba wi;&ed to renew thi expeit^ 
Z 
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ment, in rtie perfon of the Abbot Gregory, ati Abyffini. 

an, who had refided for a while in Europe. 
AN. 1657. He w^s unfortunately feipwrcckcd on bts 

voyage, and that good dcfign failed. Wan- 
'AN. 1663. fleb, who offered to'fuppiv his place, griev- 

oafly difappoimed ihc cxpefciation of his ti6. 
b!e patroHj-and provedhtmfelf unworthy the ofBc« which 
he hadundertaken-* fincetbait time noibing I belie vc hath 
been attempted in AbyflSnia of a mifBonary nalore. 
But in fuch a caufe furely we (hould never be weary 
in well doing, or faint at our difappointiDents^ The 
time (hatll come, when Ethiopia and i>aba fliall (Iretch 
out their hands unia God. In this noble tontemion of 
zeal,, the Lutheran and Refornoed' Church may ftrive 
without the breach of charity ; and bleffed are they V,\ 
who (hall arife to devote themfelves to this felf-dcnying 
fervjce, and become the honeyed inftrttmenu ia ibit 
glorious caufe. 



n. OF THE REFORMED CHURCHES. 



•fHE Reformed Churches continued rather on the 
fncreafe, except in Fran^ce. The lofs of the Lutheraiia 
in Germany, by the defeSron of the Prince of Heflfe 
and Eleftor of Brandenburgh, was followed 
AN. 1688. by the Duke of Hdftein, and the Saxon 
Duke of Deffaw. And in Dcntnark, mul- 
titudes departed from the Lutheran tenets refpeding the 
Eucharift, to the more rational and fcriptural ones held 
by the reformed. But the great acceffion 10 the Re- 

* Wanfleb went no farther than Egypt ; and wholly failing 6{ 
txecuiinghis commlfli^n^he became ofteaHbly a convert to pop€rj«. 
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CJpii»;^i7.] »HE CHURCH OF GHR18T. xJf 

fcrmed Cborcbes^ was prinjcipally owing to the wide 
cytended feulements of the Engiifli in North America, 
and iheir poflcflions in Jamaica, and the Leeward IQ<- 
•nd« : whither diey carried their own profcflion oF Faith, 
and extended it arrong the Indian tribes and the un^ 
bappy negroes, who, though too much neglei^ed, were 
fomeiimeis the objeQs of inftru6tion in religious knov^li* 
edge. I hardly mention the eRablifliirpenu in India 
and the Eafl, which as yet formed corvfideralle fa£lo« 
Ties ; and where the atteotion to commerce left too lit^ 
lie care about religion. > 

England itfelf, a chief member of the Reformed 
Churches, happily, as has been mentioned, efcaped the 
fnares which popery had laid for her ; and though whh 
many blemifhes, continued a glorious Church. Yet 
though enabled to ftruggle againft her foreign adverfa- 
'ries, convulfions within, and that between brethren of 
the fame faith, ihook th^ fpundatioqs of Char^h and 
State to the centre* 

An* 1603, *Jam£s L who afcended the throne af- 
ter Elizabeth, with the cordial approbation of all par^ 
ties, was unhappily a wavering, unlettled character. 
With the pride of a pedant, and the dupe of flattery, 
be entertained a high opinion of hi& own kingcraft. 
Educated in the Kirk, he had profcffed the rood unfha- 
ken attachment to the ScottiQi Church, and htr prefoy^ 
tery, ** as the purtfi Kirk under the fun ;" but he ha;d 
no fooner crofled the Tweed, and met the bowing bilh- 
ops, and the magnificence of the Engiifli court, iban he 
reliUied them ifar beyond the land of bis nativity, and 
. thought them more congenial to the high roonarc!nc<il 
principles which he was difpofed to enteriain. The 
Puritans were fan^uine in their expeBaticn of favor 
ffid indulgence under a Scouilh king, brought up a- 
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mong their brethren ; but tfafcy foon foilfid theil&tvtaEi 
^'oe(4i<ly mfftak^a ; as Jatfiet far preferred die |>Ofiip of 
tachedralwdrtbip^o the fimplicity^ of the Cfeneviati tcii 
emoriidl. Ycizs be loved to difplay bis own theolci^ 

SIcal knowledge, and gloried in bis p^ciBc pf inciples^ he 
t\4 a grand conference %c Haifipton Cotiti^ with th^ 
ptofeffed intention of reconciling tho dtfipsrences 4x« 
tweeh the Chilrch and ihe ptiritai^s : |n ivbich be afPed^ 
ed to ad the impartial iimpire.* But ihe ii^piou« filatfe. 
ry of Whitgift gained him wholly. Won by the bigli 
flown compUments paid to bis wirdom, IMS' (irif tronceil 
greedily fwaliowed What tHe coahly preiate exc]aiflne4 
\i?ith rapture, that the king fpake by the fpecial affift- 
ance of Go^'s fpririt-** 'Whilli the hypotriikal Baa- 
croft, in the fame drain of aduIdtior^« failing iipbn his 
knees before hinp, " p^otcfted his h^art milted wiUvjoyi 
that Al IB ighty God had given theai fuch s( kjbg^ a< 
lince Chxift's time had not been.'^ T^^^c ipcenfe bear- 
. ing bifhops beat the Ai$ I'uritans hollow ;' who coui4 
oflFcr no fuch adulation.* Belidesi their propbtals iQi( 
'Church government, acrorde4 n« with his b^ preiro|»- 
alive prihcipleis, to which a hierarichy and i^td bi&opi, 
»his fupporifers, ^ere rhuch inore agreeable. 'A few tri* 
flif>g alie'^ationj in the liturgy, left the' Puritan party i« 
dircuntehted as cyer. Refpcdin^ dodVine, lio akeitu 
lion had yet b^en whifpeTed. The bilbops held the 
Calvitultic fyflem, and abhorred popery^ The excel- 
lent Abbott who filled the fee of Canterbury) snd wm 



♦ •ni/)Ugh I hope WhitgJft and Bancroft ^«r« gobd AMM «fi4 
good bifhrtpi, yet hiftoric ^inpartiatiitf con)p>els tee to conckiPit «' 
condua To deftitme of ih« finapliciiy which ii in Chrfft. (Au-^ 
thor's jioce.) 

t He was one bf the eight Oxford DivFnifs, wirb niad^ Ufltler- 
Jatxiw, ilie prefept tratfflation of the ^ew T^fla«tt«ot» a . v 
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ifiic prill ciples.. He W^s^aman of uiuspinil^on ^^ly 
jMid gettileiicf^ of fpkti, an mtier eoeuy to all coiiHrat^ 
in fnatters-^CQOkieni^e*; ^d4 m^ing ^o indul|^e kii 
JUlTeQtinig ^eihreiH as mfip^ of ibc oiber biihof^f 

thojugbi, (o ^ ftiuU* U was duiii^g W& gc^ 
AM* iGtii. erdmejai of the chtiirch» tlxat tbe Um0^^ (y^ 

nod of Dort was^Md^ of which 3L 0^11 fpcalf 
bereafier^ and King James^ ^Iways great in religious di£^ 
^utes, ttifpatched tbreic divines ot ethinence to attend, a« 
from the reformed Ghurcfa of tngiand, vith their oihet 
brethren^ to decide on the important controycrfy be- 
tueen the Calvinifts and Artninian^. The excclkii| 
antj amiable Hall, ^tftcrwarda bilhop of Norv»ich| yrai 
one oFthieni« * 

Though James acceded toihe condemnation of the 
Arminiani, the ardctes of the Church of England being 
fill then at Icaft, held indifpuiably Calvinillic, yet hia 
diflikc to thef Pttritans^ v^ho4^ he permiite<l bi^^ bHhops 
it} perfecu», \td him to ipk mott ceremonious wotftiip, 
liTid a ficklenefs in leaning to the 4odrinc which he had 
condemned : and re(^ords lemain, -which lead tojult 
lufpicioh of ^is' ft rong inclination to popery, as more 
conformed to the defpotifm he always jafFefied and de« 
tercd ; and his rage- to match Charles 4hc heir-appar- 
em with apopifli princefs, ji^flly alarmed the jealoufy 
x>f every true P^otefiant. 

In his hatred of the Puritans ; his thirfi for defpotic 
powet unfettered by parliaments ; his paniality to 
. ^|lome ; and favor towards thofe who efpouied the Ar- 
minian principles, and the pageantry of ceremonial 
vorihip, Charles I. exceeded his father ; inftigated ar4 
influenced by Laud, whom he had raifcd to^the arch* 
^iiPbopric of Canterbury : a prelate pf ib^ mod ^nfot^n; 
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lefnper, and the moft fuperftitious* Neiiber j^ce oae 
jCOinpaffion ftood in his w^ys when the Puritans were to 
fee opprcffcd^ infttifed and rttincd,^ Many of them 
were driven from their native iand^ and fled to mher 
countries ofE^irope and America^ and more it is Taid 
^mrc with Gromwell aj^ualty embarked, when an order 
Compelled their ftay, to fijibnih to the feveriiies that 
feoiild be excFcifed t»pon thein.. A^. a637. 
,*' ■ . • » . - , . . ' 

Driveri hy thcfe ilLadvirefs on his ruin, Cbajrl^s arm^ 
fd ihofe wiih dcfpair, who feft that refolute rcfiftancc 
only could break the yok;e^ of bondage, ecclcGaftical 
^od civil, frorp fheir necks. I pretend not to vindi? 
pate or jp^Ui^te the violences and crimes that followed| 
vhcn'the Puritans of different fefts viniting undfj tbe|f 



* Ak. 'Sjo. a Gogle trait of Laad*s cbarai^er drawn ftom 
hU O'vrn diary, will delineate the man better than aiiy painteri 
I5r. Iretghton, one of the Puritans, was, bf the arehbi (hop's 
iilftigation. eondeix^ned in the $C2^r Qhai^ber to the mo^ atro, 
leious and ignominious pc(niOiti|?nt. Whea iientence was pranoMo- 
I d in court. Laud pulling off his cap» and lifting up his eyes to 
Heaven, gave thanks to God who had enabled him to behold this 
veogearice on his enemies, and be thus records tl^e execution o{ 
tfce fcnteace ; 

' '^Nov, 6.— I. He was feverely ^hipjt before he was fct in the 
pillory — 2. Being fet in the. pillbry be had one of his eacs cut off— 
3. One fide of his nofe was (lit up— 4^ He was branded on the 
check with a red-hot iron, with the letters S. S. On that day fen- 
'night, his fores upon his back, ear, nofe and face being not yet 
cured, he was* whipped again at the pillory in Cheapfide, cttttirig 
off the other ear, flitting the other iSde of ^is nofe, and branding 
the other check." ' 

Of what a fpiric muft that roan h.ave b^en, that could with appa* 
»cnt faiisfadllon record in a private diary, fuch an a£l of cruelty, 
mjudice and malignity, perpetrated ander the cloak of la# a&^ 
Religion 1 (Author-s note.) > * { '. 
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Mtvr. 17.1 THE CHURCH OF dllRIfiT. •91 

leadcfs ftrft overturned the. governtfn«m, and then feH 
under the farviiude of a proteQor and a militury rak, 
which they had uninlcniionaUy coniiibuied to erefi. 
Really good men aie.alivays ibe fev in eveiy dcnomioa* 
'tion.. And as their principles fojrbid ihem.to (eck thin 
nvorld as their kin^dtom, or tof obtain power and inflt». 
ence by undue mean«, they are fcarcely ever liie pee«> 
fons who lead fbeir party, bur are compcUcd to. {winal 
with the flream, and of two evils to chufe the leaft. 
Hence in all revolutions, the power lodges in the hands 
of the anabitious^ the violent, the crafty, and (be men 
bf leaft confcience, whatever piety nnay be pretended, 
when it can be made fubfcrvient to their purpofe. And 
thus allparlie$in power have equally abufed it > and th^ 
Puritans meanly asunchriftianly retaliated upon the bifhops 
and cfcr^y^all the illufageand intolerance of whitb they 
had ihcmfelve* fo heavily complained. Indeed rcfpefling 
real religion, Charles's character and conduS was little 
lefs equivocal than Cromweirs- And though in moral 
excellence the one vill be allowed the better man, ibp 
Oiber, whether fanatic or hypocrite, was certainly the 
abler poHiician, a firmer antagonift to the papacy, a^ 
a more Itrenuous fuppbrter of the Proteltam caufe. 

iv was in the midft of thcfe convulfions, that the In. 
dependents arofc from very lowly beginnings to the fum. 
mil of influence : preferred by Cromwell to Prefbytc- 
rians and Epifcopalians ; both of v bom he rncrc dread- 
ed, as ready to efeft a powerful government in the 
Church, inimical to that which he wiUied to eflablifh. 

The Brownijls were the original flock. From Le]?-, 
dkn, Robinfon, their teacher, re.imported the tenets of 
that feQary with confiderablc improvements, and they 
.fpread with the greaieO rapidity. In doQrinc ihey were 
pcxfedlly of accord with the reformed, and with the ar. 
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ticlef qF ;thf Cburch,^ In ^ifcipHne,., jlicy mii^tiiine^, 
tbc independence "bf cacA) congregation^ a o a cojoyplctCi 
Church in itfelF. They allowed ooi every tqan to piH*l 
iftcr on his own motion, but only fuch as were calfti 5^* 
Mc C/mrcA^. and \i)i\o.cu^hitg,bi endik^i mlh\ccmpeuiJ^^ 
kcmti^* They avy'wcd fubmiflSop to ilic dvil po^venj^ 
apd ,//idft ^ 4/w^.^ ^«y«rnwi<n^ hmded hyh^^. md v^hptiL 
jinu lazos<f is both' allowed by (ioi^ and alja d goc4 ^<^f«f^ 
i^Qdation unt,o men^ But the truth f^cnij^la ht^ iljit* 
tfeougjl ibey could fubmit to tbi$ govei^nmeor, they; p^ew. 
ftfred, and wifhed with the Anahapiift^ and^otfecr kisl 
tarfesjja r^p'ablic, in {Jrefefence to a. monarchy; an(^* 
Vhtlft u*ia\tcd, were its fleadiefl fupportew* .Many cx^ 
eelieHt; menf were of, this dcnprninj^tion, taiincftt fo{^ 
knowlegc aspiety^ among wbbm Dr. Owen hold$ a diC ] 
itnguilhed place. After the f^ftoraiicKv ifecy funk v^ry-> 
loW. At the ifeyofutioo thpy /ormcd a- Upion. with .tWj 
Prefbyierrans, but continued few comparativefy ; tifl. of 
liiet yeaft tKeIr congfegattons have -gYeallf MncreafilcT 

^ffoffi cJiuTci i Ihartl dctafri hereafief;^ " ;> - *-/• ' ^' - 
"A>^. t64p boring i1^b**n«^i of cotttehttor/^iitti^ 
fcbi^ic; in Which church government Bof^'-fj'grfef.lf^ 
p§rt, vaHoui feSs fprdVig up-ittany <)f 'whofe names art^ 
cAly preferved as monurtfenls of hiiniiahT fotfy/ Oncf/ 
©ftly continomg to otif day^, defe/ves a morepatliedlaf^ 
atteniion, the fe6t of theO"*^^^^* Their "apoHle/' 
George' Toxj a {hoemaVer, fuppofing hfmfelf divrnely ny * 
fpired, rufted forth to proclaim war agai'nft ilf paft and*** 
pfcfeni? modes of church government, as babylonift in-*-* 
vfenfrforis. The cfergy, and all forms of relfgiou's worl^ 
fhip, were partfcuiar objcas of his abhorrence. He and** 

. his followers often , entered the churches, exprcf^ly <o 
jntcrtupt the public fcr^i^ice, and .revile the. minifteta.'/ 
Women a[s well a& men joined in tKefe diforderly pr<> . 
cccdin^ ; and; were ofien cpmmittcdto prifoo by ri^C^^ 
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fiagiftrate, 99 diftwibcn of fbe peace ; in whtc|i fuJlVrr, 
{ng» they gloried. Gentfe and mild as ti\c prefcnt tzct 
»ppeiirs,thc'firft fgapd^fs ojf ;qp^k?rifrt) were triolcntji 
ttnraly, and beadftrong } and excfufive of the ipatte^ 
which ihcy brctchdcd to teach, their manner* were aft 
bighly fcx6ep\ionaMtT6r their turbutence, ai for the fin. 
I^larities tl/ey affcaedl When the HfR «b«1lil1on hz(ji 
CJihiliited ibe- riioft blamc^bk inf^ance* of fury, imifnod- 
erty, ari^ fplly approaching to madnefs, the neitt gencr* 
tiforr foftened dowii into fimpler manners, and a more 
rational procedure. During the proteftbriatc they.wer« 
tije vi?^'en^ ^nd ^fo^td cncniic« of Cromwell, wljofc 
dread of ibcm for a whjle induced hinri by the rigoroua 
ixm of punifhrricnt, to endeaybr to fupprefs their fank- 
{ic rage ; jbui finding it in vain, he confined bimfeiftci 
diligence' iji watcliing their ipotions, and *counieradin|[ 
IIj^c j^licfiief wjifc^ apprpT^ended from^hem. , T 

Uadci^ Qharics IL the htpom Robert Barclay df«?| 
dp his apology, ^nd endeavored 10 render ihetr t|ieolpg-i 
teal fyftem ni^^re plaufjble, and dwcft^d of a" ^hat ihij 
firfl inore fanatical preachcr^bad broached of ^rroc aa4 
abjutdtty. Stiit two things remained, which expofed 
ihem to the greatcQ troubjc and vcxatfona. . H<^rfin|fc! 
0je unjai^ulnrfs of ea^ffs^ ihey rcf^^^ to fwear allegiance 
to the government, an3 a'Jikc holding the xinl'axv/ulnefs of 
tythti, the l^w alone enforced the paynicnt ; a ttieihoti 
When cdnilahily to be recurred to, as troublefomefothe 
plainiitF, as it was vexatious and finj^lly injurious to \ht 
defendant ; wh6 was compelled at lad to pay, v/iih epfta 
if fult,' often far cxccerfih|[ the origtoaJ demand. 

J'imen II. favored them with all feflarics, infidioufly 

hopinjj by this nneana to gair» an ca^fier toleration fof his 

Catholic brethren; And he had an efpecial regard fof 

ibeir €bief caao, WiUtam Feno^ the \^eU fcooWfi ^u0jt« 

A A 



Digitized by 



Google 



er of ihi prcferit flourifliing cb'mny of Pennfylviniaj 

ijvbuher he led a targ« body of his brcthreii to efeape 

'Ihtrvexatrons to Which they were contimiikliy fubjeQed 

at home. ' 

'i _ , 

Williafii the Third, the ((feater wowtjrtf <^t our nv 
li<yoal UtKrtie&» eoi'braced, chen) in his (^encrout tolcra*/ 
«^tkifif»ar>d ittdulged ihem in th^iw peoshariiies. Since 
••thet time they have in general ptov^d duruful fahjetU» 
♦'and<oot»H>uie4 j^rcaeiy to the prorpertty of the cona- 
^inonw6ahh by their induffry andfrugahty. ' " * . 

Their fundaroenial doflrine is derived from the an* 
. crem myllic fchool^ "That in cverv human being ihe^re 
1 is an eiernal light, or Chnll within, a portion of the 
fam(e eternal reafon that exifts in God/' On this lead* 
.ing principle all thefr fyftem depends ; which neceffarf. 
. |v cxcludi^ig the idci of the vicarious fublliruiion pf 
^^Chrift, lerminafes ultimately and really h refined dtifitu, 
^This riafon\% the fame in every man. Jews, Turks, arid 
,fcc*then ; and rcquifres only to be brought into exet-, 
^jCife, in filencc, m^ditattoni ^and the removal of the cn^ 
^ veiopement* of cama! appetites, which obdrud tu fabw 
^liiaadod' in order to rife into perfedion^ 

* All bein J alike endued with this inmieri lighi^ »1I 
. "feaVe an ^qu^l right, whether men of women, to edify 

* th<*ir brethren* by its emanationis, as they feel the mo* 
^lions of the internal wofd,> Forms of deva:ion> hymns 
*Qr facram n<s are therefire fuperffuoui : even the holy 
'Scriptures themselves have ho m>re authority than the 
' difco jrl^s of thofe who have the fame infpiren 

To procure the fubdual of the animal 'm4n, that 
l#6»iMl>urv the divide -feed in dJirkneff, the greateAiib^ 
fleoiioufaefi of living is to be obfervcdi 4od every io« 
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iiufgence avdided''; liot only ^\t ai^CeuScnts aietQjbe 

fepounced a* cisimijEiais b,ut all ftcw of poliicficl«, or 

:Hfpc€t of pcrfof^ is abioiutelv to be abtiaincd frons, 

:Thcle form the moti iiii{io^ui&ixi^%,]p^f,uimiiy in ^q^^* 

kicr inamiiBrs^ 

;^ B«H to retatn to the tliTcad of the F^jgliih Churcli 

-HiBory. When after the turbuienic of the civil war> 

on the death of Cromweil, Charle& 11. ivaa 

AM. i66o. reflored, the former perfecuiiooi of the Pti« 

^ ' ritans and DHTemi^n wer« renenved, as ioeq 

' as Charles was fettled oo the throne ; and ^pHcopat goy« 

erniil^nt fet up in Scotland, as well as k ng'and ; and by 

.jtbe ad of un^foimity all cmniiiers were eje£ied ijom 

\ / their cureSjand prohibited from teaching^who 

AH. 1 66 ji* .objeQed to the prelatical goveinment, aiid 

to be re-ordained by bifljops. After fcenei 

• of violence and opprcflion on the one hand, and opp6«* 
"^fuipn, louciiDurniurA and invrfliyes on the other, lonie 
,4 men of gentle tempers wifhed to fofcn r*pv,n all the af* 
^perjtics of Chrittian breihren, and to indiicc thenfi to m 
^greater union, or tolerance, both in dofhinc and' di(c}^ 

pline; llhat Epifcopalians, with t*ieP)vter1ans and Inde« 
.pendents^ ihe two great feds n^ight coalcfce, ard th^a 

the reft would be more eafily brought ip, Th^ pacific* 
: catori, tboi^b^attached tpepifcopacy, and the frltabhf^ 
«ed woflhip, wiOned to concede its neceiQiiy as p dm^$ 
.infiUt^iion^ and e(f<;ntial to the being of the Chi)rc|)g 
.Jtbough fonti^nded for iu antiquity ; and as coninbqtjvp 

* to the well icing of the Church. They would not there* 
fore ex:clude from commuiion thofe who preferred otb- 
er forms* of governnient or wotfhip, whetiier abnwd or 
at hofiie. And as to doBrinis^ they defired to reduce 

viheoEi to fewer beads, in whkb CaiviniQs and Artnin^ 
ini^lvBiet;|| teaving the ablirufer poi^u gf. dif^f^ 
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•*foirit.>- Tbcfc een$i^ktory^diHneft ii^erc terftiid Xd/lld. 
^S^riknSiand itougk '^dh&fik% Jenii^i^Nn^ for feattiih^, 

^bitetr repfoaebes '^f : cbe ri^id on both fides ; as meo 
j^elUi4^si»rreilprinc^^^^ tnd fit ibr anjr 



^, tfiut.tbdfe attempts proved aibortive^ and k wajj oiily 

;40fi another revolij[uon of govefrnnem, (hat tolorattod 

.lieiivefed (hofe. irat^ nfany penal Uws^ ««iib objeiikd tti 

fubfcnbethe a^ afamfarmiiy. ;. 

That a grcM <}cclinc i^ 6F true ChA&i^W^ 

towards the end of thi* cefituty W^s pblcrvable, is 

generally agreed. . Ii hid, made rapid (tridei rn \fte 

jreiijn of Charles the Second, ai Hl^ofe acceffion tbft 

froffiffaie manners of the coun encourage)3 cirei^r i. 
omiaation. T,bc ^ig^^ iVaxims of the ^uritansi wTnb 
\tfieir ftarciied perTanS| were held in averfiop and liirhcSi 
jntQ ridicule. Men eaflly and rapid iy.p^fed^otK^ cL 
" Uexpci? of vied, to avoid the tufpicioij qf ihc feWbl^ncci 

ihifig. Kienci 
(i^as pirrit'^rtftaV 
fetlaalTy prcventedafl church ' arfy^anc^Wfent, 'xtitDet^ 
i[ook peculiaV.tarc to ctcapei ai ^far as j^offibfe, from 
jWhat rnuft deftroy their'hopi^i 6f prefc/fii€fnrV i^^^^^ 
^b be righteous bveraiUcK, dr ftiifp rebaktfrs of tbiirtfjr 
Imoiorilities. . * 

; .trheolni^al fubjeSs a!fo began egieeediingfy to/gif« 
'f>lace to^iiterattire inore poKte, and knowledge moie 
laeiitific. The cabdidates for th^ imriiftry at tht ~^ 
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«iiaticii Vh* fce^jldWcti tii.mbtaf)b)fifii ^ acnd^et^Mc^ 
Vif niot itnoAg il^jpi^ciibpditMooksv w«9tfiisgl€^ed.f;inr9- 
(iVtOyk and i( u/ofiid hiif^di\L hnvcteeo m- nxatier ot-gooi 
fcpori in college^ toiiaveii fdidthatafMnreadiincitiiQd. 
iM thti Script u res dt%efi^i)r><xaept •• maiiuer of ^Ici* 
:imdci ,TlTus men mack vail, progreis ia »U i>rwchDSidf 
fttimao learnin(|^ whilA^ biU^ai (ludifov«%»€2^il)^ in kjigr 
xfcvotiohal M'ayv were little iiwcudca lo, . - 

• From the driegs of Former fcfifl, oot it fatd ta feve. 
ji^fi pcinicrou* cffcfity, aftA is braoccd^itii ibc naofiiKt 
h(, AiUihomidn, carrying ihc Terormcd d^tiriiiC^ rtX^ 
jj>e£ling^'ii c.decrec* to an abufc btXox^ u^lcfiown., Ti>e& 
pleaded^ " becaufe ihe fltrft nmft be fav«d, that , aft 
calls, admonitions and t'xVortaiions were vain • thai 
'©orbing was to be preached but iWc ^roniifc's in Cbrift* 
And a* it was adoiiacd, ihat the tkt\ never fall finally 
Worn grace, they fiigvcfted, tliat a man mi^ht live in tbjt 
-gn flVft criiriiji^ and continue a btjiev rVand, not being 
•Under the liw would not >)avc fio imputed to him, b^- 
*1rig compl^ie in ChrTft.^' Ibc riimbcrs indcfecl of tbo^! 
-wbb .projajtd then lencts vTere very few^ whilft to<> man 
|ny who fuil ts'efd the CalviniOic fyficm^ Irvcd as if ibcy 
'believed ihcih to be true. -; 

^ JBut % far n1(Are*pre^antt:aufeof tfaisdecBenfipi) tba0 

;any other, aifole frcix) the new method of fireat hing^ at- 

jdt^pied b> the ^titudmaiian divines abovemeniiore^f 

^^ho being chiefly Aimini«ns inopinion^ wifhcd to aU 

^oid the pccMhar^and ^btfraQeriiHc dodrir^rs of CbrilHa^ 

Uy, "which had been To much dwelt upon foimerlyf and 

CO cbnfine their in(lru8iaiisto the beauty of virtue^ aiid 

^heforce prmeratl obM^^tton* ^ Thu^, witbo«it the greaf 

ffiAfhfprtiig of ChilAi^inity, they labored in mott adnii;r«. 

«d compofitidnsy 10 tescb men- to be viftuaurs,iiii )iU 

«{ib9fw of :igpdim$& vourloft ; and sftjawfui defltooftcah 
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^liofi tra9 ^ven, thai wbeh the love of God, whcb u im 
Cbrift Jefas^ outn Loid,.i» a^t trajhi {tod jM^^all^t^bee 
cndeftvori^ »9 cori«fi 4lie moBaiftiof matiiktnii.iiriilJie ia^ 
IpoteiH and Vftim'> •• * - .- - ^*- . -'i r. 

By ihefe men tlfo a fing«Iar fdurov w« ^intrbdjiicmi 
into ibc Churchy towards ihe end of >rfie centurv^ ^^birii^ 
9n tbcabdkaucmof Jameali: and ibeapccffion^ Wil^ 
Jtiam ill. a nomber of the epifcopal bencb, who /weat 
br^h in their notiom of royal prerogative, at^.well as ^ is 
the divine right of epifcopacy, and bound to tbe ibercfl^ 
itary line of Stuart by principles of pfllve obeds^ica 
Und non.refiftanc^, refufed to acknowledge /Wiiltam IIC; 
jiaatawfut King* They w^re c<infequently fiepoTed^ 
^nd their fees filled by the moft eminem oT 4be lati^uu 
dioari^n doflors, Tillotfon, Moore, Patrick^ Kidde^ 
fbwler and CutnberJand ; who made nofcritpleof oc* 
ciipying tbe vacant biihoprics ; and vere efteroicd/ 1^ 
the high Church partyi^ who e^ufed thee ejeBed bi&^ 
€>ps*caufe, as robbers .and intruders ; and cbar^e4i;.iijf|| 
ibe deadly crimes of rebeUion againfE God and. tb^ 
King, and with fchiffn of the Churck 7b)|$ Awor' <paf% 
aies arofe, more pecfiU2|rty dinipguifb^d than beigti^ 
efkirh ^hurchmehj the excluded non jiirbrs, and. alt 
thofe who approved iheir condud, and held the fttne 
iDpinions c^ njonarcby and epifcopacy : though lO' beefl 
^alieir preferment^ they took the oath% and fiabnikted la 
JKing Willidia>4 The other party, more madei!M# or 
^or^cAitrcAfaea,' entertained more liberai opitnions tc^ 
nfreding the people's right in certain cafes^ to chnle tbeif 
4>Mtp gov;ernoics, and of the anitigated eccle&afticaj. .ai^ 
jlboritv'^ ivbtch tiaimed no <k>niinion vfwtr the €on&ia» 
zees of men, or privileges, but under a8s of parltameiA 
<i To this day the fame parties fubfift ; though 4he:fa^h^ 
chirrchmen arc rcdueed wry low : and^ Indeed, if thefe 
'^pfi^^' bi&;.pa, acjBQrding to .ttie htgh-i^biiicb fmm 
^. . . ■-'....■ ^. ^" v., .. .. -.• .. , - ;■ ^. . ^. . ;-'^4 
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}>tes, wefe n1trArtfer«9 febeUfoos «nd fdiifmAuca^.anil 

mki ilieiV oidtniikiiis. mi^lid, there is btrdly Ml eo. 

ciefiaftic in the land %ho ekes net derire his iaerc^ 

charader tbtoogh ibem cpd their 4uccelbrs 3 an^, 

therefore, accordsnfp to^btgh^chofch principle^ iheiv 

fbinpiOratioDs are nttU and iokl ; but thciigb ifae^ pntm 

•fid inioleraricc of foine who octupy tb^/e bigb'p)«ceS| 

•re much the iame as in their proieecflbrat and have 

procured them the cbarader of Mbb-^hurchtnen ; ihc;^ 

chtife not to admit ^e inYalidfty of the powers^ yfhkk 

liave adiraDced and confec rated thetci to their prcfem 

(^mir.ence ; conteht viih the honor at)d emoIunnent$, 

and not di^pofed to ^«it their fiations, through any fcru- 

|>le about the legality of their appointments , 

- It rouft be teoiatked, that however declining the 

#ate of religion at the end of the- centtiry appe^rod^ 

never h^d £ngland produced fo many, or fo able wria- 

4ra on facred fitbjeds of every kind, aa in the former 

^art of iu Of theJe the ifvoiia of manj^ vrtll live toed- 

ifv the Utefi poflerity : among them feme of the Jing- ' 

iilb biihoftt maintain a high rank. The Puritan divines 

^ere rctnarkably laborious, and deep in bibiical liteia* 

ttire. ^ut latterly a great change was perceivable, 

3'be men of the lirfl and Left genet ation were gaihered 

to their fathcSrK«~another race of finer pohfli arofe, left 

Wtaebed to the chara£ter)flic doBrtnes of Cbiifiidnity, 

i^rminiafiirni in principle generally prevailed ^ jand in. 

-^enio^is defencei^ of ChriDiantty a^ainO the infideii^ and 

«oanp4»fiuonii,of an admired purity of ttw iRoralv kiod. 

Were in the htghcQ tftimation. The great Ao&i'mcs of 

Jbe fall) and its conlequcnoes^-the corrtxpiion :<^f human 

4iature^»^>the redemption by atonement*-** the jutiilicat ion 

of a finner by fahh atone-^and the neccffi^y of the in* 

fiueocpv*^ of ibff lloiy ^ GhoQ to . produ<:^ all ptJiiiy of 

iiMr( Md Ufe~thc(C| atid the like icpic% grew out «( 
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itogU(9 ^^^ g^ve pldce to the more pbiioropbic Fyfteisqf 
of fM^rai fuafionv mecaph) fica) reafoning, and ethical e& 
£iya on virtue^ its beauty and obligations. Yet there 
ftmaioed (otney manyi faithful adherentii to the Calvintfi. 
Hc^do^triiies of the articles ; and even Biihop Burnet^ 
not toomocb attached to tbem^owns, that however ge®- 
eraliy fubfcribed by the Artntnians.for preferment, thef 
vere certainly tncon&(tent with tbetr cptntons; and 
thiit this fubfcfiptton was a great violation of ingentiout 
Befs. Not that at) religion refted with the Calvinifis 9* 
fone :.that it chieSy did, may be conftluded from the 
iivesof the diffsntcrs, who were certainly more drift in 
general, niore pious and irreproachable, thati their coua- 
trvmen of the cfiablifl^ed C^iurcb; and fuch was rhf 
ctiange now wrought in (emiment, that if there were anjr 
in the Church who preached the CalviniQic dodrtndf 
and maintained a peculiar feparation of themfeives frooa 
the world, they Were often branded as Pfejbyteriana. 
tfet among tbofe who held the Arminian principles an^ 
hiRh-churcb ideas, there were men of uncommon ex- 
ceHcnce and piety, fuch as Bifhop Keno and other^ 
whofe primitive manners truly adorned their Chrifiiali 
profeOion. The regularity and decencies of worlhip 
were then alfo oblerved in many more families, and of 
the grea^ and noble, than at prefent. Thefe the laxitjr 
and growing diflipation of our day liave almoft utterl|r 
difcarded. I will not affirm^ that there was in that age 
more true religion among the fuperior ranks of life» 
ihan in our day ; though I believe there was : certainly, 
lH>wever, the forms and appearances of it were mom 
refpeflfeibly maintained. 

BiH there is one thatfeetfa and judgetbC . The Lofd 

knoweth ihofe that are his. We muft leave the finil 

'decifion to ||iiitfe|f : and wbit{L we fpcak' the painfai re- 
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fult of our own conviaions, wc may fli|l cbobfonabljr 
^ hope, whtrc the blclWd book of God wni fo gtottpaliy 
dinQfed, and works of flich extt^ilerii ioftrudibn inultV 
pliedi that rrranyi very many ittiiM the great preva.; 
lenci^of c^il, and the Ubchriftinn iroHVetfatton ^rt>OTid 
ihcm, held faft the faiihfiil yioM^ ahd lived ih iKe prM* 
tke and d^ed in the comfc^rt erf trUe ChHilUnity; 

BEFORE ttie^ciofe dhiie form kifi 

ferroationjafipr 'a (harp Aruggle, had been eftablifhcd id 
ifecoyand, and that kingdom had CzfL off ihe popilH 
;^oke. As is iifually the cifc oil fuch occafiohs; the 
very cpllifion of the advci^fe parties had ftriitk biit 
Tparks of burning zeal^ oh the bhc fide to fiippfefs, ^nd 
ort the other fo ff)read, tenets rendered ftiorc dear and 
Jmporiant, by the very fofFerings which ihey brought dri 
the confeflbrs. Thus the fSictea flanie of triith had tin; 
died in many a fa^Uhful bofonii Knox and his ieailouisr 
attociatcs b^d iffued forth t« preach the feverlafting got 

fiei and rapidly (pread the evangelical doariijes through 
he land. The Church government was as heiirly ku 
i>ofllblc conformed to the Genevian model : sind James! 
I. who bad been brought up in the Kirk, profeflcd iHe 
rood zealous attachment to it|as the pureft Chiitch u^* 
t>n earth; 

' Many burning and (hining lights, which the fuocinft*^ 
^efs.of ihishiftorv wJII hot allow me particularly tdfp<?- 
cify, illumined that northern region in the long ttifliri 
of this monarch. Dtiring his refidence in Scotlandv 
ihe bitter difpute^ ahodt prelacy and prefbyierianKrAi 
were ifaiber compromifed. than cohclafively feiitetf» 
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B«tt on ihe aoceflioo of rfic Scqitifh momrch to the 

.^ti^UDi crown, th^ey revived with all unchriftian teB)|ycr« 

Oained to the hicrawxhj^, Janoei c*ft H% weight iqio tfaAt 

.£pa)e, to the great difguft of the majority of his northjern 

fubjedft, and compelled tbem reiutlantly ik> fubmli to 

.a'o epifcopdir regimen* But the diicohnit^Kited iscrea&ng, 

and mpr$ vipjenji. mpafures being puf fuefdl by hta iji.nb9j>« 

py (on, and the bifhops who prefided^ in the Scottiflt 

Church, a conVuIfion followed, which tern)inated in the 

overthrow of monarchy ati^ epifcopacy. By dire ex* 

perieilcc the unhappy Char!e<i che firft now found, thai 

he bad ^o refuge among fubfe^fj whofe affe3ions be 

^ad alienated by fuppprdng an ccclefiafiical regimen^ 

.fwhich they fibbofred. The v^ry army ip whom he fled 

jFoT proteaion, bafely fotd ^nd delivered him up into 

the Hands of hi^ enemies ; pnd left one more record of 

experience to princes, bow dangerous it is ip irritate 

ineci's n^inds, by paios and penalties fp|r religious opio. 

ions. 

. Cwmwell's dpmiaion wais^ Ul.bjroo^ed %tfaK Scoipflit 
na^io^ as tb^t oi Cbades ihe firft ; but tW\x impotent 
j^tempt tp rcftore Cbarlfts 4h^ Second failed, and they 
CKp^ricimcd tte rigor of ,*bc proteQor> jirm. Th^t 
popilb profelyie, who bad readily been .prevailed upon 
to play the hypocrite among the rigid Scot! covenanters, 
had however received fp oiuch diiguft /r^oi Hhero, thjit 
jhre refolved, aftex the battles of Wor^cfterj ^ return op 
more to Scotland, but await his fate and feeic jpohpe94- 
ment in £ngland. • 

During the proteflarate, Scotland enjoyed many aini 

great bleffings — thegofpel was diligently preached, apd 

the nurtibcr of die faithful niultiplied. The reftorarian 

broujght back epifcopacy and difguil to all the PrefbyJLe^ 

^ riao J?arty. Dating thit reign and tlie fuccccding, Scot* 
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hnd waaf a perpetual fCene of Rfuggl^s^, difcofprem aind 
jirritation, fnRcad t>{ edncilfeitory tttcaffurts. Many of 
the beft men and rninifters in rh^ hanofi were perfecuu 
4d and driven from ihcir Country, by ifee ftrowg atnri of 
ecclefiaHit^l power, ^xcirted rig6r6iifly to iapbfe ah et 
t^bljfhment, to wliith the great tody of the mimften 
and peopfc were uftcrly averfe. The biftops fcut iukji 
Stroilaftd, with Ar^hbiftiop SftARp at tberr bead, fefved 
by thtir infoleiKC and ill conduft to render ihe prejtti 
dkc^ againft epifcopacy more mveterate. The pegceTui 
and fcraphic Leighton, after doing alt the good, and 
preventini^^all the evii in hi& power, adiamed pf bis affb. 
ciates, and convinced of the improper lieps taken to en* 
force an epifcopal government, to which the body of 
the people Was avcrfe, refigrred hi* archbiflio^riC| and 
retired to a private ftatioD, His works will live a mois« 
ument of evang-eJical piety ; in which the difting-uifiKd 
parity of the flyle can only be ex($^eded by the excel- 
lence and energy- of the (entiment. The bwital Arch« 
bilhop Sharp, who Isad rejetlcd every mild and tonciU 
iarrng ftcp lQgge1\ed by bis truly ipoSolicai coadjutor^ 
after having driven him by defpair of fetviog th<| 
Church, from hi* fee of Gfafgow, fell the viftim of bis 
Oad violences, and died by the hand» of adalfins ; d^^ 
tested even by ihofe who moft condemned the bloody 
4eed. The revolution under William ibe Third, 
'brougbl back to the Scots therr favorite ecclenaflical 
government and difoipline, which haib been continued 
to the prefent period. 

During all tWs cenfary tfcc Scots may h6 cdrtfide^red 
as' a remarkably religious pct)pl(t. And though the Kfft 
«f feaJ g<Mfliriefs catt n^vcr Be fuppofed uriiverfal in atty 
Aatfdn, yet the mimber of evangelic*^! and zealous trtin^ 
ift^r^in the Kif4c: was^great^ and the h" faithful Mlowe^ 
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liumerous. Remaikal^le inSances of great rf viya^U qf 
teligion |Q yarioqs place$ are alfo on record* And 
ibough tbeir folen^n league ^qd covenant, and (oo man}/!' 
inftaapes of undue bear and inrplerfince, will neyerNiicei 
dpprdbt^HQn from tfae hiftorian of frandor and liberally ;; 
j'et, m\h eyery tbing wbicb can be pointed out as cen^ 
iuntble, no prqteft^nt Qburcb, in general, more emi? 
Hemly dittingqtih^d itieif by purUy of doQrine and bo« 
jmefs of cpnver ration. My limits r^ftrain ine froiq f|i^ 
|erin^ into m^n^^er 4etail$« 



IRELAND, 

IT niay be a matter of fome doubt, whether tbe kin|, 
^on^ of Ireland can be reckoned aniiong the Proteftantj; 
or Caiboiics if for, though the government was in the 
)iands of the former, the far greater part of the iubje6l$ 
continued in papal fupetRition and ignorance. Kept 
under by the ftron^; arm of power, they waited the op- 
portunity pf emancipating themfclves from this reR^aint^ 
ind reftoring the d0minancy of the popifh religion. 
The rifing difcontents ijnder Charles the Firft, afforded 
the moment of revolt, and the troops beirig employe(i| 
|n the fatal conteft between the king and the parlia. 
fnent| the Irifh rofe with lavage fury, and maifacret^ 
feverity thoufand Proteftanfs in cold blood. The irrc- 
fiftable arm of Cromwell reduced them to obedjencei 
and punin^ed them for (heir rebellion. 

In th(5 be^inr^ing of the century, fom^e blefTed labprr 
PX8. cultiyated that vineyard. The ns^mes of Archt^ifb* 
opUfiier, Bifliop Babingtqn, Downbaiii and otbers, will 
i:yer be mentioned as the ornaments of that day, im4 
fijf t|ie C}ii)rch wb^h th^ ir labors cdifieid^ fifpri vt^^n 
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the ufurper fciicd ihc rcigrts of goycrnnvept wofc th«? 
concerns of religion negle£ited, but anuntber o| fauhful 
and zealous minillers (ought tortextend the knowledge 
pf the dpQrines which are^ according to godhpelf 
i^ongft tbero. On ihe ReOoi^f ion, the epifi opal j\QVr 
ornmenf wa3 reftored with the regal ^ \}ui tb^ fpurt of 
Charley IL prgducied few fuch prelates as h^d blciTed 
the land ip the cornmercementof th,€ feniury. 7i^ 
ianic fearful decay among the^ctiurchqfYen was to. he pb- 
Cerved in Ireland as \n iLngland : and the piopiQk^ bjgptf 
James ij. wiihed jto fufpend ^\l laws lagainit ihofe of 
bis own faith, and Jo encourage the pro^rcfs of his owo 
seUgion. He found alfo among thf^m bis mod (Iref.u^ 
Qus fupporters : and w^iien unable in JLngland to raife. 
the lealt body of partifans openly to refift the ^pfbodty 
<^f William tfie Thirdi Ireland invited him to .i\ruggie 
fpr his abdicated throne ; and the jtnglifh,; under their 
glorious deliverer^ werp obliged to %ht and conquer 
that rebellious coMntfy. Bur ihfi Uuc religion ccmu q, 
€d in a fiat\e of great dpcay^**-lititp was done e^cdualljr 
tp diffufe |he principles of protefl^niidp. The Papifts, 
fjar the fuperior nupabcr, though under many di}abihues^ 
adhered to l^ome and her lupef ft itions.. Satisfied with all 
the civil and ecclefiaflical emo'unneiits,ibe nominal l^ror, 
fftants ejj^pieffed very little ?cai for tie real cony erfioii 
pf their pcpjlh neighbors. In all that is, wonhy ihc 
panoe of religion Ireland funk very low ; npr , wer(} 
there fcarpeiy any partial revivals. A death- like llu* 
por fecms to h^ve prevailed univf^rfally. , JBet^wceq 
l^roteflants and Papifts a (irorg lipe was drawn ; but a| 
tp the life of godhnefs tbp differencp was very UitliS. 
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HOLLAND 

« 

STANDS ftcxt mtonfe^fic reformed gnvermrieDts hi 
eminence. Though retigtous toleraiion was no vbefe 
mote nobly generous and cxtenfive^ ibe rcfftriiibd reK^ 
gfCHY wa^ (he onty 4>te eRabiifhed by ibe ftatev^ffd tbu 
wX far the greater body of the people. A boat the com* 
fiiencemeni of iMs cen€ofy arofe anmng thetn a ftfd^ 
than hacK received the name of Armii^ians from its an; 
iltor, a divinity profeSor of Ley den : Wbofe opifibrM^ 
pPitKtticed the m^^ unhappy dtflentiohsfv not only in the' 
United Provinces, but CbtoCifghottt the Chrlftidn vrorid.' 
He bad been educated at Geneva -in fbe CalVinifti^: 
doArines, bUt early in life begi^n to be offended v^ith^ 
the decrees as uncondkiohal and abfobfe ; and pteaded 
tbr what he judged the more rdHmtal fyftem of umtferj 
fal raUmpiion. What he hmifelf alddpCed be publibty' 
taught ; and af thole tw^s mrKta;idl fo ftroi^gly agairift 
the religion of his country, he was foon branded witbf 
heretic^ pravtty, and the found divines of tb^ com. 
mufiion, with Gomarus his colleague at their bead, ex, 
prefTed their high dtrapprob^ion and cenfofe. Tb^/ 
controverfy was fiiarply maintained, and many ecdle'SaC; 

tics of the Duteh Church, and others, ad^ 
AK. 1609. opted the opinions of Armfnius, whored 

in the midft df thefe contdfts : but he Mt 
able and refoliHe' defenders, who carried on <he way 
with redoubled vigor : among thefe were the fatnoUs ^ 
pifcopius, Grofius, afid Barneveldt. The Armiitians 
claimed toleration ; and a compromife was offered» 
provided tbey would renounce the principles of Socini- 
anifm, of which they were fufpeded, and to which it 
was fuppofed their tenets led. Repeated confeience^ 
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l^vcy er, were iDeffcdnal to reftocc the brpken bondt 
^^h^ijty* Tb«. CalvinHlic divines, folly pcrfunded 
that the Arcniniati principles ten<tecjl lo Tap the vit»U pf 
Chrifiianity, and to dellroy all the moflinnportant pecti. 
.liMritks of 4ic religiofi of CW ifxrarnate, 4irged ibe ma. 
^iftrjaic^ tQ inierpofe tl^eir ^mhomy* Moflieim, ttiou^k 
pianiai fp the Ariii|inf#q$, admits that their latiuidinariaa 
p^incipLe^ l^d iheo) t-q frieiuMbip i^iik thofe ^'hofaradir 
cal opyiofiuoft to Chnflfanity ivas. fulpisSed, and wiiole 
copdufl w«$ very unbecomir^g th^^go^el of Chrift ; and 
ibat by XbU tqeans they conBrrned tbe ;bad opiniop of 
(tbeic ^cfigosy .^hacb 9^94 fuggi^iMi by their adverfanes^ 

Tht pecvdiar femitv^nts of the Arminianss as co«^ 
^ned in the wmicigs «f their leader md founder^ turn. 
cd on five pointa« 

H. That faivatiofi w«^ befloired on the cled, on ao- 
counC of fa^b iM^id pcrfeverance Jorffeen : and damna- 
lion iAfli^ed kt 4iabeUef and iinpcmteocej/Tre/S;^ n 9ii9* 

St. ThH every individn^l is eqwliy redeemed by 
Chrift ; th<H>gh beiiever4 w.4good men only finally re-* 
ccivc tb^ bi^oefit. 

3. That true /aifh is only from the operation of the 
floly Gho&^ not from aatnral powers, or the felCwrougbt ^ 
je^r-tion of tbe butoan will ; but that a general fufficicn-^ 
jK^ of divine grace ia given to sAU 

4. Thaf *be divinfi grace or power of the Holy Ghoft, 
begi^^St a«id carries to perfc8ion, all that is good in the 
creature 1 jtbou^h the will of the impenitent docs refill, 
nnd often renders the Spirit's operations ineiFeSual. 
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5« That real Taints may fall from a date df grace ; 
but this was at firft rather exprefled dabioufly ; and Ofu 
ly afterwards afierted pofititcly. 

Tbefe are mentioned as the great poinds Of differenee 
from the Calvihiftic divines : but it is faid, that Epifco- 
plus, ar^d the followers of Arnsinius, departed farther 
from them, into the Pdagian or Semi-pelagian fyfte^rn ; 
and many of them certainly inclined to Socinianifm» 
The doflrincs Rated above, wefe the avowed pillars of 
the Arminian creed : but their ideas refpeftrng all toft^ 
/ejfions of faith were very Lx ; and they maintained, 
that as ChriDfans were only refponfible to God for their 
ifeli^ious Opinion*, no other Cbnfcflian of faiib was ne- 
cefT^ry, than (he admiffion of the Scriptures to bt iUc 
irord of Godi; • .' 

Political di#erinces ih HblUxid ranged the diffcteni! 
parties u«der oppfite leaders. Maurice^ Prince of Oi^^ 
•nge, and thofe who fupported him, were oppofed by 
Barnevcldt, Groaus, and Hooggerbeets, men in the 
higheft places of the republic, and jealoiTs 6f Mauricef 
as afpirin^^ after undue power and inffuence. Gomards 
and his friends attached themfclves to Maaricc-^tht 
Arminians to Barnevcldt and his aflbciates. The party 
of Maurice prcvailin;?, Bari^evcldt loft his head, and 
Grotius and Hooggerbeets w'ere cofndemned la per^pet- 
t3^ imprifonment. The Arn»inians, though not eXpof- 
ed to fuffer fot their opinions as yet, were thus deprrv^u 
cd of their former protcftors and fupporters, and were 
probably regarded with an evil eye by Maurice and the 
prevailing party of the republic, for the intrigues fn* 
which they were known to have engaged in fupporl of 
then patrons.' * 
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Ai«r. i6i8» A DUtional fyhod was de^handcd by tlif 
Calyinifts^ to judge the poinu in iifputc. The Siaicf 
General iffdcd ibcifcditts for its affembliiig : and dc^ 
J>uiie« froro si^ll the provincei of HolfaiHi were joined by 
ibeir brethrcB, fcni frcnnfi^ the other eminent reformed 
th\ireho$ of England, Swiuerland, Hcffe, Bremen, and 
th^ PaUtin^e^ to decide the m^ttert id, controverfy* 
£piT6opiu$, a man of high abHiues and eloquence, wai 
ibc hoa^d of th6 A rmi nian party^and appeared foremoft 
to defend tb^ir opinions jfgafnft the accufations of Go* 
inarus and his aifociates ; byt the fynod had bardly 
cocnmeneed its deliberations, before a difpute on the 
mode of proceeding, drove the Arminiao party froni 
iihre aHcoibly. The Arminians infilled upon beginning 
vitb a refutaUoVi of the CalviniRic do£trines,.efpecially 
tlhalt of reprobation ; whil ft the fynod determined, that 
a^ ihe remoq/ir^nts were accufed of departing/from the 
reformed faith, they ought firft to jaftify ihemfelvea by 
icriptufrai proof of their opinions. 

All rneans to perfuade the Arminians to fubmjt to 
this procedure having failed, they were baniihed tbe fy« 
lifod for their refufaJ ; and retired with bitter abiife of 
the partiality. with which, as they eomplaihed tbey were 
treated. The iyt^odj however, proceeded in ibeir exam^ 
ioation of the Arminran tenets ; and ^^ (be Arminian doc.] 
tors bad left tbe a&mbly, their writings underwent a ftrtd 
fcrmvny in their abfcnccj their opinions Wcrecondemnedf 
^nd tbjBirfusi^fons excommunicated; whether juftly ornoti' 
I (hall not decide. But nothing can vindicate the rigo^ 
and afpei^ity with which they were trieattd,andthe uncbrif- 
rian perfecutioh whicb foUqwed, and drove ihefe nacn 
from their churches and their country, into exile and 
^^yftrty. Surely fuch arc not the weapons of a Chrift-' 
itaa'a waifaf^^ In the wb^le of this proceeding) eccteiL 
C c 
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aflical iatolerance was made the inftrument of poiiticaf 
artifice, to crufb.thc party of their adverfaries. What- 
jcvcr fanftity ihe ooc fide or the other afFcdled, they both 
proved themfelv^es to be but men : and if the weak and 
oppreffed were to be pitied, their pervcrfenefsj and tlic 
provocations they had given, left ihetii equally inex<iuf. 
able ; a& will appear evident to thofe who weigh impar** 
tiaHy all the circumftaaces on both (idesv 

The neighboring countries received the exiles with 
hofpitality ; butfome pf the moft illuftrious, as Vorftiui 
and others, gave too much caufe to their adverfaries to 
Juftify their fufpicions, by verging to the Socinian doc- 
trines ; whilft the differences atnongft thennfelves, were 
nearly as great as with thofe from whom they bad divid- 
ed. Hardly any two of the Arminian chiefs explained 
their fentimentJi alike ; fortte exprcfling in higher terms 
the doQrines of grace, and others Gnking deep into the 
Abyfs of Pelagianifrti and Socinianifm. 

But the death of Maurice, their pcrfecinor, opened a 
door for their return, wnder his lefs. prejudiced fuccef- 
for ; and they were admitted to free tolera^tion and 
peaceable enjoyment of their opinioxis. And it is (m: 
gular enough, that ever fmce, though the Dutch Church 
has maintained the profeffiop of the reformed. faith, the 
«iinifters and people have generally b^n verging to 
the Arminian do6lrines ; certainly the rooft congenial 
with human reafonings and plaufible in the mifconceiv- 
cd iiea* of charity and goodnefs. And though in. 
Holland the-profefledly Arminian congregations are by 
na means numerous, the clergy of the eftablifhment arc 
fard ge,nerally to rank on the latitudinarian fide ; whilH . 
from thence the fpread of the Arminian tenets, through' 
all the neighboring nations, has been prodigious : the 
generality in all Proteftant countries embrace tbem^ 
and the ^r greater aumber without knowing it» ^ 
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In their wide extended colonics, however, the cftab* 
Jifiied religion was ftill maintainecl ; and Afia, Africa, 
^nd America bad received miniftcrs of the reformed 
cohfeflion among ihem. But the ftate of fpiritual roaltert 
was very low in all their fei<lerncms • as at home they 
had abundantly partaken of the general decleniiop, hav^ 
ing a name to live, yet, being dead : though many, ami 
cxtellent men were found among them in the Church, 
arid with the fe6aries from it of various kinds : of 
thefc I would juft mention, the Menodnites, who, af?- 
ter all their perfccuiions, found reft and quiet at 
laft. Their former turbulence, anditheir refufing 10 
fM^ear allegiance to any government, rendered them ev- 
ery where fufpcQed, and in many places cruelly treated. 
£ut time, and their own exemplary condud, having o- 
pened the eyes of the nations, a greater fpiiit of candor 
and tolerance having gro'wti up, and goverpments be- 
1 coming fenfiblc of the value of induflrious fubjefU, 
whatever their faith might be, they were permiucd to 
^njoy a common proteftion w^h the other feQs, and fit' 
under their vine and their fig.tree, and to be no more afi 
fraid; Their divifions among themfe! yes, if not healed^ 
were mitigated. The very rigid followers of Menno 
were few ; the reft, pxcept in the point of bapufm, CQ. ' 
incided nearly with the reformed. They admuicd ihrcc 
orders in their church, bi/hops or prejbyter$; who f^rc- 
(ide, af)d have the power of adaiiniftenng baptifm ^nd 
the communion. Teachers fet apart for prca<ihing an4 
the public worftiip, and deacons or deaconejfes. AH mat, 
tcrs pafs in a confiftory, at which the bijliop ox prejhyttr 
preftdes. They and the teachers are chofen by fuffrage, 
and fet apart by impofiiion of hands. The Enghfli An- 
^baptiftf herein confiderabiy differ^ as they have only * 
one rank of minifters. 
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FRANCE. 



THE Protcfi^imi in France from ihe timcj of Henff 
^t Fourth's exahatton to the throne, formed a kjn^ q£ 
jre^abitc within the monarchy, by the privileges thejr 
had obuined ; and the foitifiei) places, as RQcheile, Se- 
dan, and others^ which were given them as fecurities for 
the uninterrupted enjoyment of their religious lit^rtiet* 
but treaties are feeble cord$ to bind the firong arms of^ 
power : and the violation of faith with heretics is fanc- 
•tioned by the Cathoh'c's creed* The i^roteQant leaders 
were too often ambitious tnen, and the enemies of the 
Hugonots always watched for an occafion to deprive; 
them of ihofe privileges which neceffity only had ctL 
torted ; nor was that occ^fiofi lo^g wanting. ' Cardinal 
Richeleau, who perceive^ that his matter Was but the 
lord of half his kingdom, whilft the Proteftants held Ro. 
-chelie, and could always call their brethren to their ai^ 
fiitance, after hard ftruggles to fubdue their independ^ 
ent fpirii, bedeged and took their capital ; 
AK. i628h» which a variety of misfortunes prevented 
tbe^ccor&promifed by England, fromVe^ 
lieving* Lying now wholly at i\it will of their enemie^ 
Wbbfe tender miercics they bad fo often experienced to 
be cruel, the Proteftants in Fraiace funk very low under 
every ppprelEbn, and frvcry violation of priyilegcs^whic^ 
they bad no longer power to maintain. ' The infifitoua 
cardinal, ahd the imperious monarch, utiitcd with th^ 
Jefuits for their «xtirpation } too intolerant to permit, 
the Proieftant profeQjon under hisdominfon^ £yerjr 
artifice and promife, joined with threats, and fufferinga 
bf various kind^. were lirft ufed to engage ihcm to t* 
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poRatize from the ftirth of their forcraihers, which ifidecd 
loo maAy did. And q'h ibofe tvjio vcre obliinaie ii| 
adbcriftg lothciprol^ftam rehgion, vcDgeance fell, and 
booted apoftles dragooned ihcm into compliance, dr 
jdelivcred them up to the bifliops and clergy, %iho per- 
fecuted them with the moft inveterate hatred and unre- 
lenting cruekf . MuHitudc« fled their country, andi 
fought an afylum in foreign lands ; and others, unable 
or unvfiliing lo fly, endt;rcd all that malice could de* 
yife, and abufed power inflifl to fubdoic them to the 
yoke, to break their fpirit, or confume them by fuffer-» 
ing. • 

Ak. 1685. The cdia of Naot^ was now revoked : 
and that wicked and bigoited Lewis th^ Fourteenth, in- 
ftigated by his Jeliiiis and clergy, merited virtue enough 
to cancel all his crimes, and procure the high spproba*- 
tion of the Roman fee, by ihe murder atid plunder of 
(houfatids of his Pnoteftant fubje^s, and compelling the 
reft to feek eitile a^ n refuge. To add infuli to cruelty, 
an edi£t commanded them without delay to reiurn to 
ihe bofom- of the Church, whiltt guards v ere flationcd 
on the frontier* to prevent the efcape of ihofe, \\ho for 
fconfcience fake were willing to leave all bebirid tbcm. 
Yet hundreds of ihoulatids, by one means cr other, 
found their way into the neighboiing nations, wbertf 
Ihey were received vvith friendfhip and affeftion, as ex- 
|le^5 aft perfecuted, as brethren. They left iheir un- 
grateful country,, weakened \)Y fuch immcnfe emigra- 
tiot)8, and carried their induttry and rcfentment to 
(Irengthen the hands of her enemies. Even many of the 
CJalholics condemned fo grois a violation of the moll 
fblemn cngagtmenis ; and all but the mifcrablf bigots 
tbemfelve^ confidered the ftrp impolitic, as unjuft. It 
ifik^tt be conftifed ih^ ProteUants dderved the (cpurgC| 
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hy the awful declenfions evident among ihem, Sooi^ 
of ihcir principal (eacbers had departed grievouUy from 
the reformed dqftrines ; and wifhed to bend to a neatr 
ex ftate of union with the idofairous church, which' they 
bad renounced : and whiift ihe body of French Proleft^ 
anis approached the Arminian tenets, and foftened down 
their prqfeflions to the more palatable, l^niverfal, and 
comprehending fyftem. Switzerland aifo adopted 
Ihem ; ar>d Geneva, Che cradle of the reformed church- 
es before the end of the century, degenerated faft into 
|he Arminian and pelagian fyftem : which we have 
feen naturally ending in our day in Socinianifm and De. 
Jim, 

The fpirit of truth and godlinefs was not likely to 
ilourifli under fuch circumftances. The caufe of the 
Proteftants in France was reduced very low : and thofdi 
who remained, inRead of brightening in the furnace, of 
5lffliQion, degenerated from the purity of the faith, as well 
^& !he fpirituality of praftice. The remaining Protef-p 
lantifm was Hiile more than an inveterate hatred of po- 
pery. Some gracious minifters remained, but few, and 
driven into corners ; and though a remnant of the truljf 
faithful was yet to be found, the days of youth were paft, 
and grey hairs were upon them. They have Tinkered 
on declining \o our days ; whether times of r^frefhing 
fbiU again com« to them from the prefenceof the Lord 
is in the womb of time, but not out of the profpeft of ^ 
hope. 

An. 1655,1686, 1696. The p6or Waldenfes, flilt 
maintaining m their fequcftered vallies the Prdteftant 
dofclrine, were hunted out by jefuitical malice, and cru- 
j?lly treated by iheir popifh duke of Savoy : their utter 
fxiinaion was ihr<-aiened. The kind interpofition pf 
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the Eoglifli, Diiiclit, and Swifs governments prercrved a 
few. Scattered and peeled, reduced in numbers, and 
deftitute of paftors, wuhoui foroe gracious revival, they 
tccmtd apprc/achmg iheirjina^' di^olutlon. 

As reduced nearly was the once flourifhing Church 
. t)f the Palatinate, llndef a CathoUc Etettoi^^ artd a fc- 
fies of bppreflions, u bafdly maiiiiained a namc^ aniong 
the ftaionte where it had be^ri firft in honor. Nor ^^€C 
the other reformed communiifes exempt frotn the gen- 
eral declenfioii. Heffc and the reft of the Calvinittic 
churches in Germany, exbibiied no ^ecinicns of fnich 
life and aQivity as evidenced a vigoiou^ frame : fettli-ng 
Hke their neighbors into dcadnefs of profci&^n and for^ 
OQality of devotiao. 

Upon the whole, w6 mdy wuh gfief l;lmetrt tlic fad 
decay vifibie among all the Reformed Churches towards 
the expiration pf the century. Great inroads made ott 
the purity of the faith ; a growing negleSof alj holy <wr- 
dinances ; a grievQus departure from the fpiriiuality df 
d heavenly walk ; and a« almoft uttet e^tiinfitian df 
zeal forr promoting the falvation of men's fouls ; tbb 
miniflrry Icfs evangelical, and the people lukewarm. I 
ilia y add a! fo a fpirit of infidel philofophy arofe, that 
tended to fap the vitals of revealed truth; whilft the 
growing;, immorality and diffipation produced a co«L 
tempt of ail ftrifiioefs of religioiis profcffion^ and flood 
ready to welcome the fpieading poifon of atheifm, irt or* 
der to remove the uneafy apprehenfions of futute rel- 
porifibility. I with I may be miftaken in my gloomy 
views 6f the period I am dcfcribing ; and that tho^ujiind* 
may have been found left in our Ifracl un#ioiij|fci and* 
©akftown, who had not bowed the knee to BaaiT^' 
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IPOLAND, TRANSYtVANiA, HUNGAHV. 



THERE wc refill vaft nations bearifig the Chriftiim 
fiame, chieQy under governors of the Romifti p^Ie, 
yhcre a great mixture of Protellanfs and oihci*f were to 
&e found, that clalTed neither with the Lutheran nor te^ 
formed* Of ihefe the Socinians were at the beginniag 
pf this century a confid^rablo body in Poland and 
Tranfy tyanra : and from tbencc» a3 their head quarter^ 
cifpatched miffipnari^s to the other parts of Europe ; tmt 
they proceeded in a line diflFerent from the other Pro^^ 
cftants ; hot afftt^ing to lead the multitude by popular 
rfifcoiirfo, but to gain the great end Ijtcra^r by prokf^^ 
£ng themfelve^ the advocates for the nobie powers of 
leafon ; calling it the ail-fufficient guide tp uuih y and 
jrts uncontrouled cxercife the dignity of hqm%n nalufe. 
'Revelation itfelf before this becomes fupcr.fluous; and 
natural' religion fully adequate to every purpofe of faU 
Vation, 

But the hoji^cs entertained from thefe ingenious mfC- 
Conaries anfwered not the fanguiheexpeBations of their 
fellows. A momentary profpefl of fuccefs at AltorF 
,irani{hcd, and Sohncr and his pupils were expelled* 
Nor did other place? furnilh a more promifing harveft* 
Even their univerSty at Racow was diffolved and dif- 
pferfcd by the diet of Poland, for an infult offered by 
fome of the wild ftudcnts lo a crucifix ; whijch fo rouC. 
,«d thtt||irrath of the Catholics, that the Sociniani were in 
confequencc banilhed the kingdom. This ediQ was cxi» 
ecuted with the mod unchriitian feverity. 
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A,K. 1658. DifpcVfed and exiles, they fled into dif- 
ferent countries, and after various efforts to obtain an 
cftabUthment, were viewed by too fufpicious an eve to 
j^ain any fettled reding place. The denial of Cbrift'a 
diviniiy was then regarded as a crime fo blafphemout, 
US no ChriQian ftate fhould tolerate : milder maxiiha 
.bave Gnce prevailed : intolerance beecmea not the ad. 
vocatc) for truth and meekncfs. 

But few communities Qf Socinians are known out of 
England, the coHuvies of alt fe3$ and herefiet. Here 
Biddlehada congregation under Cromwell, and Chailea 
11. Nor hath ibcre been wanting a fucceflion of ihofe 
yiho have maintained the leading features of the Socin« 
ian berefy, though* 001-^ exa£ily agreed refpc£ting ibe 
perfon of the Son of God. But all concur in rcjefting 
the dodrine of the Trinity, denying the godhead of 
Chrift, an^d renouncing ail vicarious fatisfadioo froia 
the fuSexiugi of a Redeemed 

Tbe Ariahs and Semi-arians were indeed more rife 
♦than the groffer but fimpler Socinians ; and many hav- 
.ing received degrading opinions of Chrift,.rejeaed the 
Athanafian do£lrine, and formed to themlelves differeni 
modifications of deity fubprdinaie. A fyftem which, 
however much it prevailed, feems more irrational than 
the Uniiarian or Socinian. Can we conceive any inter- 
mediate ftep between the true God and no God ^ 

The colUgiants of th^ United Provinces appear to be 
a branch* of ^ocinianinn, as their wide extended com* 
HMinion admits all who acknowled|e the divinity of the 
Scriptures, and are not grot^ly immoral. And every 
Btian i$ permitted to fpeak in their affembly, and even 
to oppoic and argue, provided ii be done with gemle^ 
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ncf*. As ttiey hive neither creeds nor confecrafed 
teachersi tkeir bond of union alone is voluntary aflbciji- 
tion* 

Madame Sphurman^ and the famed Bouringnon, might 
be mentioned) ladies whofe zeal and karntng,gave them 
importance ; and their afpiration after perfe^ioofiauer- 
ed fpiritual pride and feif.righteoiifnefs. The leading 
cenetof the latter, better unfolded by Poirei, a difcipJe 
and man of genius, is^ that all true chriRianity cooliflj 
^i in immediate communion with the Deity^ by. intc^%l 
feeling and impulfe ;" approaching very nearly in iu 
ICenius to the dod:rine or Quakeriim, and alilqe fprung 
from the fame my (lie dock : of which alfo among 
ourfelves was the noted Joanna Lead, whofe vifions and 
predi£lions in that day colleQed a number of abfurd 
and credulous difciples. Folly and credulity will nev- 
er ceafe in every age to afford abundant converts to 
Yanaticifm, and to whatever comes with the i!amp of cic^ 
traordinary. 
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CHAP. J. 

• ENXRAL V&OGRESi OF THE CHURCH BXTKRKALLY*. 

AS we approach nearer our own tiroes, the more 
difficult it will be found to fpeak with impartiality. 
Far from being able to afiure my readers of my own, t 
confefs the greateft fufpicion of my felfjknowingthe deceit* 
fulnefs of the heartiandtbe amazing difficulty todiveftour* 
felves, whether of the prejudices of education, or the pride 
of having emancipated ourfelves from them ; not per« 
ceiving that we have only adopted at new prejudice for 
9n old one. All thererore I can fay, is, that I wifh to 
ktv>w the truth, and to reprefent it without difguife ; and 
J fhall feel no fliame in acknowledging involuntary er- 
ror ; be thankful for information ; ready to receive re« 
buke ; and more willing to corre£t my mifiakes, than any 
kind friend or undeferved enemy may be to point them 
out. I am only forry, that I am not more completely 
and fully furniihed for the talk ; but I ihall endeavor 
to do my beft^ and hope for candor. In many particu« 
tars I (hall fpeak what I do know, and.aeftify what { 
have feen, for more than half the century. 

As the we&ern Chriflian world was now divided inte 
two great communions, thofe who adhered to the 
Church of Rome, and thofe who acquired the name of 
J^roteftants^ by their departure from 1(9 thefc will de^ 
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tnand oor confideration feparately and dtftioAly. The 
one forming a body of vaft and extended members un-: 
der a vifible^bead, refident io the ancient' metropolis of 
the Roman empire, which hqt arts and politics contm- 
ued to maintain^ if not over the perfons^ yet more deL 
pqtically over the fouls of men. The other a body vaft 
and extended alfo, but in numbers apparently io(er:or» 
and neither donne£led by members as homogeneous, 
nor under a vifible chief. Yet foiidity united in fome 
Jy.ndarjMntal principles^ ^hich formed a powerful, though 
invi&ble bond of aura6lipn, amidft all apparent differ, 
ences of opinion, kept them in a iiate of determined a«^ 
v^rfion to popery ; and placed them in a conflant 
fphere of repulfion from any approach to this greater 
body* • The tyranny of Rome^ the idolatry and fuper^* 
flttions too glaring evef to be fofiened down into , any 
point of contad) made the rent between them forever 
irreparable, without fome prodigibus change in the fen-) 
tiq[>ents and views of one or the other* In fome par-, 
ticulars the balance vibrated unequally. In point of 
learhing, as deep kholars, profound mathematicians, 
and acute meiapbyficians, as well as every other branch 
of literature, the perfc6l freedom allowed to enquiry 
of eyery kind, and the general thirft for knowledge, 
as well as ^its diffusion through all Proteliant coun* 
Iricsi gave them, vaftly the preponderance in the 
fcale. Not but that lingular advances were made 
in the fame ftudies in the Catholic countries; and 
phylofophy cultivated with ,the greateft ardor ; but 
it was confined to a partii^i^lar number of literal^ 
not fo generally diflPurcd, and fhacklcd by the dog- 
«nas of popery. It is amazing how much the read- 
ing the Scriptures in the motherJongue of every Prot- 
eftant nation, an*d the freedom bf difcuffion of ever^ 
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fttbjcfl, H^e lad all ranlca of men to a v^ry grett )^^ 
porcicHiable ftiptTiority over Papifls iti this refp^ift.' 
Atid what is more lo be attended jq the firtt fchotar*^ 
decpeCl in thephikjlopbic fcbool) among the RomaftiQv 
though they cominired prafeffio«iaJly to acUiere to the 
religion of their country, ye* fat very loofc to any re*:' 
ligion/at all ; doubled of every thing but mathematkaL 
demonttralion ; and therefore* eyed the myftcries erf ibe 
Ghurch to which they belonged viih fileht coi^m^ti 
and fometimes ventured a fareaftic fneer, which mafii*,^ 
feQed a very feeble faith in the eftabiiihed ded^ixic» 
and praSices* 

• On the other 1tand,thmigb the purity of rnoral^ had 

fuffered an equakdeclenfion in the different chttrcbes, 

in point of ticeal for the propagation of their own ©ptn- 

ions, a- decided inclination of the balance wa& ItiM oa 

the fide of popery. Not only the inveteracy of ancJetu 

habits, gave a Omng impulfe to all the monafiic ordtgs^ 

%hp muft live on the emolusients of fuperflidon ; but 

the fociety of Jefuits inflituted on purpole to fup^ort 

the finking caufe of Rome, parricularly exerted ttem;.* 

{elves. They, indeed, difplayed an unwearied a6tivi<^^ 

in any another caufe, nobly exemplary. Tbey ftimulaied 

the torpid zeal of Dominicansj Francifcans, »nd Cap^ji 

chins ; roufed them for the conflift, and called them to 

ibare in the noerit and gloVV of bringing back the beret- 

jcal deferters to the fold again; or of enlarging the 

bounds of popilh dotninion in heathen and dillant lands. 

Whereas, the love of ProteAants was become luke*- 

wartn, nay, frozen up. Sectire in their own enjoy. 

ments they lat down in the purfuit of fcicnce, commerce, 

or gain ; and too unconcerned about their own fouKs^ 

ipntertained very little anxiety about the fbdls of others^ 

The miniftcrs.of the different communions watched o- 
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xitv ihcir own fi^cks, ihdeed, that no wolf might fttal 
foto the fold ; but they too frequcmly {lumbered and. 
fbpc > and appcaFcd more occupied about their tempos* 
xal advantages, than the fpiriiual benefit of thofe €;mruft«; 
ed to their care* Few bad zeal to attempt convcr- 
fibrfs^ from popery, or to labor extcnfively. Befides^^ 
JO 6he Proteftam churches, little, or no pro vi (Ion being 
made for the particular purpofe ofes^tending the pale 
of evangelical truth, ihc Papifts had an unfpcakablc 
9^vantagei They maintained^ a hod of mifBonaries tit 
rverjr ProteSant country, for making converts to 
Itome : always fecretly stt work, often openly, men of 
the mod infinuating manners, trained op for this very 
«>bjp£l;, in the wiles of controverfy, to undermine the 
tv^ne faith, to place tlie popifh opinions in the moft fa^ 
vorable light, and to furprize the confci^ences of the ill- 
infof meds the fcrupulous, and the diftui;bed« 

It may be added, farther, tha*.tbe great weight of in- 
tereft lay on the popiflx fide. A tboufa/ui aUurctncnls 
and advantages were held out by zealous papifts, in or« 
ttef to noake converts, ^vcn to tbc loweft of their tenants 
9fX\d people around them, fuch as every Prbieftani would 
feave thought it a difgrace to employ ; reftraincd by fajs 
principles from ufing other motives than argumeni and 
conviftion on fcriptual grounds. Nor did the idea of 
aoy meritorious fervice ftimulate his efforts, whilft eve- 
ry Papift gained a proportionate offset for all his own 
offences, and a fund of merit againft the day of judg- 
ment, by every convert he could produce to poperft 
wbatever were the means of converfion. Hence, not 
on^y in all the countries under popifh governors, was 
every effort ufed with peculiar advantage to' extend the 
dominion of Rome over the confciences of men ; but 
ia the Protedant kingdoms continual inroads were ma^e^ 
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^fid converts gained. Indeed it is furprifing, ronCder- 
iog all circumlUnces, thai their frnmbers have l^eii ib 
fcvv and the fucccfs fo inadequate to the craft ^rvA 
djligei;ce which have been ct»phoyed by thefe cmiSt^ 
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CHAP. II. 



#H TH£ ROMISH CHURCH* 



THE commencement of this century beheld the 
Church of Rome apparently fixed upon an im- 
moveabte bafis in Europe, ftretcbing out her arms to 
the new world, and embracing both the Indies. By the 
ftrenuous efforts of her jeruiiical phyfician^, her deadly 
wound appeared to be healed, and florid health rcftor* 
cd to her countftiance. But it was only the Qufb in the 
cheek of the hedic ; the matter was'fecretly colle£iing 
in the Vitals, and all the fearful confumpti^e fymptomst 
which we now witnefs, were preparing ; and this from a 
iburce little apprehended ; from men of no weight in 
any (late, living chiefly by their pens, and fupporting 
ihemfelves by the diffufion of writings, pregnant with 
the virus of infidel philofophy. To appearance the 
fiace of popery feemed mod aufpicious : the Catholic 
intered riling high in the barometer of politics, and the 
Cacholic religion fpreading openly, or fecretly, through 
all the corners of ihe earth ; but a deadly worm preyed 
OH the flouriOiing gourd, which overfliadowed the papal 
ibroftc. ^. 

Rome, the ceptre of Italy, looked round with exultli- 
tion upon all the countries, from the Alps to Calabria, 
Sicily, Sardinia, Corfica, and other ifles of the Mediter. 
ranean and Adiiattc fea ; and not a ibul dared peep, 
Qr a tongue mucter heretical pravity. The inquifiliou 
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and ihe priefts had effeQuaDy laid the ax toibe iroW 06 
ibe nee, and left not a uace of pfrotcttaniifm rcinDaiaing. 

S;>am and Parttigstl h^d exerted equal vigofr, and Je-» 
fuiis and Inqaifiiors ferreted om every lurking bote of 
bcrcfv. EvcTt the poor Jews were tprtjpeRcd to croft 
Jbcmfclv'csy and urtb the ttiorc coftcentred \tuom (but 
tjp in iheir hearts, to cover it vhh a greater zeal fojf* 
^erflhiorr, attd ihc ceremonies of ibe Gbarcb- 

Franrce, afpfirfrtgia uniterfa^f tt»6narc'br,'incf liieftacV 
irrg the uations around with ferviicde^ bad begun eSec. 
tualiy ai bo«re, by thcrrioft flagiifou^ afts^of cJelpoiic vf. 
olencc towards, the Proteftaat hereiics. The pepifh 
clergy and dragoons fupplied the place of kiquifuors. 
Not a corr^rcgatfan fcmarined or aH ih6 Botrrifhing, 
cburche^ which artce fpread otcr the bofotn of thai VaJl 
coumry. Their worfiiip iinerdi^cd, their marriages dcu. 
' clared illegal, arid oppreflion inf every ihape and fotmv 
. weighing them into the duft of death. Though theft 
Utimbrers, cfpecially in the Somh of France, were gj*ea^, 
they W€EC compelled to hide a*!! profeflion of their re* 

• ligion. It was d^ath for a ProCcllafriiminiffer 10 ^xercif^ 
his funftions, and imprifonaieht and confifcaiion, at leall^ 

» for chofe who attended or concealed him* . The ,dcr- 

• potic. Lewis the Fourteenth, with hrs jef^it coiifefibrend 

• (beir crew, plotted night and day the uctcf exiinflioncrf 
the Protectant name ; and indeed had' ijtarrly cfFcdlcd 
it : and what is to be lamented, thefe fuSfe tings of the 
•Proteftants, though they increafcd iheir abhorrence of 
popery, produced no fpiritual change for the b«:uer> but 
for iHe worfe. The peculiar doftriiies of the reformed, 
had ttrthappily been dcbafed from primitive purity, by 

' an admixture df the Arratnian leaven ; and the cow- 
duft of the Proieftants in France difpiayed no fucb iraiu 
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of fpirkiiality, as m^nifelled any ftriking improvement 
in moral excellence, or Chriftian graces. Their fouls 
loft the vigor of religian^ as their perfons became more 
cnflaved by defpoiifm. The amazing increafe of pope, 
ry in France is incalculable ; from a third of the king* 
dom which had been enlighjened^ there were few men 
^efc, and thofe diiven to boles and hiding places : for 
y?hcn the fupptefEon of all public wor(hip is long con, 
tinued ; every means ufed to harraft and opprefs on thie 
one hand, and to feduce and allure on the other ; def- 
pair of help from without, and confcioufnefs of ioab^ity 
to refift within, what can longer fupport the falling 
cauie ? humanly fpeaking, it mull iUik under the bur* 
dco. 

The fovereigns of the Houfe of Auflria, as bigotied a« 
ever, feconded with their weight every wile of ccclefi- 
aftical and jefuitical mi&ionaries : through all the extent 
of their dominions, they perfecuted the profeiBon of 
Proieflantifra ; and endeavored to extitiguifh every la^ 
tent fpark. A\iftna, Bohemia, Moravia, the Low Couiif- 
nies, and all their other fiefs or dependencies, fcarcely 
permittcd«a Proteftant to breathe the vital air. 

The other countries of popervj ainong which the Pa?- 
. latinate, once fo famous for Proteftantifm, was now 
reckoned, ufed the fame arts and oppreiBons ; and of. 
ten no help remained for the poor people, but to for- 
fake the ungrateful land of their nativity, and feek aB 
afylum among ftrarfgers : and even to tranfport theni* 
felves imo the new world, in order to efcape the^ malice 
of their perfecuiors. 

And the countries where Papifts and Protieftants were 
fiill mixed^ and the fame defpotic proceedings were fu& 
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pended by conftitutionaV laws, treaties, or more com. 
monly by potitical confideraiions, kail theii neighbors 
Aioatd interfere and fupport the opprefled : (iiil the 
weight of power, and the wiles of jetuitifm and monke- 
ry, bore hard upon the confciences of men, and produc. 
«d very many famemable efFefts in the perverfion of 
xnany from the faith. Thus Poland, H ungary, Tran, 
fylvania, fufFered, and other countries in iimilar fitua^ 
, tions ; and many converts to popery are fci^id to have 
enlarged the Romiifa pale. Nor in' the Prote&ant coun- 
tries themfelves was this . unobfervable : and fome 
founded the alarm, though few lifted up the fiandard to 
refiflr the inroads of the enemy. 

.Britain, now rifen to the (irft among the nations, 
held ftill in her bofom too many popiih recufants, and 
enemies to the Proteftant faith. Jn fome of her do- 
minions, the Catholics exceeded the Proiefiants, four or 
five to one, as in Ireland. Numerous bodies remained 
in Scotland and £ngland, which, though kept down by 
laws, too fevere in many particulars, the lenity of the 
government fcarcely ever put into execution, and con- 
nived at their tranfgreifion. Hence their worfhip, 
though forbidden, was maintained, it can hardly be faid, 
fecretiy, as their houfes of meeting were as welt known 
as thofe of other diflenters ; and the tolerating fpirit u. 
niverfally diffufed, not only protected chcm from infult, 
but embraced them with all the civilities of intercourfe, 
and winked at the fedu£lions which now and then ap^ 
peared, through the fecret machipations of their priefts 
and emiffaries. It mud be acknowledged, that the baL 
ance was kept pretty nearly even, not fo much by any 
converdons wrought through ProteQant efforts, as by 
interefted motives; when the nobles,' to poflefs an 
{icreditary feat in parliament ; or the politic and aoibi. 
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iio43« to enter the Houfc of Commons, or the magiftrai. 
(Cy, from which, by the profeffion of popery ihcy were 
. icxcluded, renounced one religion to embrace the otlu 
♦r ; without being a whit, more ProteBants afterwards, 
ibasithcy were Papifls before. And as infideliiy had 
made fo great a progrefs in all lands, it was not at aU 
to be wondered, that men of no. principle embraced 
ibai profefEon of religion, which mod correfponrfcd 
with their avarice or ambition. T6 thefe chiefly in 
pi'oteftant countries were she converfions from popery 
to be traced^. 

The cafe was much the fame in Holland and SWItzer^ 
5an«l» 1 he northern Proteltanis were either lefs an^ 
noy^ri wiih the horde of jefuits, or more tenacious to 
(upprcfs a religbn which ihey feared and hated. 

Yet the progreG of popery lo Europe, though greats 
bore a fmall proportion to the fpread of it in diftant 
Jand«. From Canada to Louifiana, the French had c- 
re£lcd an empire which threatened the Briiiilh coVomcs ; 
and their numerou« emiflarres among the Indian tribes, 
had ferought many of them to the name of Chrifli^n^ 
and to baptifm ; and, in order' to make them furer tools 
I'or their iB;rand monarch, had enliQed them under ihe 
I>anner8 of Koijnc/ 

Bui the vaft foreign cijnpires were thofe of Portugal 
and Spain, cfpecia^ly the latter, comprehending ih^ 
(Whole continent of America on the Pacific Ocean* 
from north lo fouth ; at leaft from California to the ex- 
tremities of Chili ; and on the other fide, all the im- 
inenfe regions that lie round 4he bay of Mexico, with 
the vaft and numerous iflands, bcfides the unknown 
fK)JUndle& rcgbnj to the fouth. 
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The Brazils, with ibcir dependencies, Port«igal oc- 
cupied : boih laauons were rhe obTequiotis votaries of 
Rome. With infquifitorial ^atcbfulnf r«, hofts of jefu. 
its.ami friurs 0/ every rank asid Color, (ibis being the 
|5aradife of monkery) lonk core thai tx)t a (park of 
Protcftant pra^iiy fliouW ev-er emer ihcir dominions ; 
^JetermiRcd to maintain inviolate the devotion and prof. 
ligacy, the ijnorance and purity of the CathpUc faiib, 
which diSinguifhed thefe favored lanr!s. The vaft 
PhUijypine Iflands enjojjed ihe fame advamages ; and 
«v€ry where, negroes or Indian^, flaves or free irc% 
incrcafed the nwnbci of Romifli fubje£i»* 

China was now filled with miflionaries and convert^ . 
jidd ihreatened almoft to become Chriftian ; and in 
the taft Indies, efpecially on the coalis of Malabar^ 
and even to the gulf of Ormus, the zealous tnilTioraries 
c^r^Qcd ihcir crofs, and enlifled a iiumerouis ho!l under 
4heir banners Africa afforded gold and ivory, and 
{tdvcs, and icouverts. The coafls of Mozambique, and 
Xhofc weftward, walhed by the waves of (he Atlaniic, 
beard and received the difciples of Loyala. Indeed^ 
they had flrorg inducenient^ to<}uicken their diligence 
and extend their empire ; for, befides the ineftimable 
h^enefits of popery conferred upon thefe various color« 
cf mankind^ they contrived to make it anfwer to their 
own ^rder, atid to fecure to themfelvcs ccmn»ercial ad- 
vantages, £iom which one of iheir firfl objefls was to 
«;xclude ail iheijr monkifti rivals ; and to he the prince* 
as well as priefts of ihofe whom ihey had won to the 
profeffion of the popifli faith. 

I am obhged to call only a rapid glance on ihefe 
conquefts that encircle the terreftrial globe ; in all 
which^ 4t the beginning of this century, popery had c«- 
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^e6led her dofiiinipn ; and that prtncipaHy by the 
gleans of ber jefuit miflionaries. Whoever confiders 
(hb extenfioD of empire, will be ready to cry out, as it 
Is written, ^* what city is like onto this great city" ! a^ 
bow natural was the elation of her pride, that faid,^^ I &t 
9 qiueen, and am no widow, and (ball fee no forrow.** 
but her day was coming, and to every true Proteftant it 
maft be matter of exultation to trace the fteps of her 
fell, and to fee the image of jealoufy fmitten, by the 
fione hewn opt of the mountain without bands. ^ Sing 
jc heavens, for the Lord bath done it : rejoice over 
tcr thou heaven, and ye holy apoftles and prophets, for 
CJod haih avenged you on her.** 

Amidft all the apparent greatnefs and glory of Rome, 
various fecret caufes were working her diflblution. 

*rhe kings of the earth, though they gave their pow« 
er totl^e bead, for purpofes of their own ambition^ yei 
in a variety of cjonteftshad learned the contemptibility 
cf papal anathemas ; and this peculiar benefit the Refor. 
ination had generally produced, that the popiQi mon- 
arcbs themfelvcs had beenlefs fubmilfive, and more de- 
cifive, that in thefe fevcral kingdoms, all interference 
^itb their goveroments became not the fpirituai father ; 
and therefore, whilft they continued to kifs the feet of 
the pontiff himfelf, and profefs the moft devoted rever- 
ence for his perfon, they made no fcruple to defpife the 
.mandates iSued by him, making a diiference between 
the Pope and the papal fee. 

Jbe humiliating fubmiffions of Rome, to the infolent 
monarch of prance we have feen. Naples, Sardinia, 
Portugal, Spain, all in their turns, wherever their regali- 
ties, privii^es, and iniinunitie$| were trenched uponi 
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clipped the' wings of 4be dragon^ and left him only the 
fcadow of itiat power, which, before (be Reformaticya, 
had been cxercifed witbout coniroul. Every dilpatc 
defnonflralcd the ihcieafing fceblenefs of the papal arrn^ 
when opinion no .longer fupportcd the terror of hii .aaiu. 
then:}as« ; 

Tbejnqtiifition ip Spain and Portugal, became a flate 
Engine direfled by gover Ament, and not aa inde|)en(fc«ft 
court controuled by foreign emiffaries^ 

The (hdtvp dtfputcs Wbrch reigned bet«i^een tlie mtisn^ 
feers of the Church, Jeftiiis and Donvnicans^ jefuit* 
^d Janfenifls, contributed greatly, by uic writings on 
bi|th fides, to opcrr men's eye«,* and to lead them to the 
exercife of tfeeir owu underffandings in the maners diC- 
puled ; efpecially, they tended to bring into difcrcdit, 
chat body, of all others the moft dangerous; becaiife 
inofl fervile to the Romilh pontiffs. The jealoufy dF 
the monkifii trJbes, and all their weight and influence at 
Rome, backed tbe bitter acepfations againft the Jefuits^ 
refpefting their foreign miffions. China, by thele dcT- 
pMtes^ became fubjeft to different decifions : fometime« 
the Pontiff's mandates were obeyed, fometiroe? the J,e^ 
fuits refifted. The iffue was the expuifton of all the 
miffionarics, and the Vanifhing of all theiY cliurchesj a« 
the meteor oFtbc night 

Their bitter perfecution of the Janfeniflsav^akened a 
return of enmity. Though their |)ower prevailed at 
Rome, and with a bigot king, yet many who were dif- 
gufted with the bulls iffued, looked to a future coui^ciL, 
unable to procure .prcfent redrefs. Thus was there 
roufcd up a fpirit of refcniment againft ihefe jefuitical 
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perfecutors, ihat only wailed ibe moment of veiigejfcftcc^ 
An. 1713. . 

The famous book of Qaefnef, wBicb prodticedf tTve 
bull <• UNiGENiTus," fo called from the word with 
u'hich it begins, deferve^ a moment's attention, asppob* 
ably to this eventually the fall of this fociety may be 
traced. Into this book were elegantly imroduced the 
principles for which Janfenius had been already c<m. 
demned : and the ftylc was fo pteafing, afnd the amior^ 
tions on the New Teftament lb fptritual and anitnaied, 
that it was^ read with the greaidl delight. It^ had 
reached Rornc'; arfd Renattdot, » French Abbe^ going, 
on a vifit to the Pope, found him reading the new pub- 
Irlcaiion. ^ This," fays he to the AbbS^ ^* is an excel- 
lent bjok. We have nobody art Rome capable of writing 
in this manner. I wifb I could engage the author to re* 
fide here." The eagle eyesof the Jefuits had feen throogh 
the defign' of Quefncl, to give weighi arid confequencc 
to their Jafnfepift enemfies, whom they wrfhed to crulh- 
Their criesr therefore of faerefy furrounded the Pomiff; 
arid rhotrgh the book was fo excellent before, ttey infilled 
on hrs reading it again with jefuit fpefiacles, and cx- 
iradini^ from it, and condemning one hundred and one 
propofitions^ as heretical, or of heretical upndency. Thfe 
bull fet the kingdom of France rn aflame. A vaft 
multitude had read and approved father Quefnel : car- 
dinals, bifhops, and clergy innumerable, perceived in the 
work fingular unftion^; and not viewing it tjirough the 
feme glaffes, could difcover nothing like heretical prav- 
ity in it. The Proieftant^, by this bull were convinced 
no abufe at Rome would ever be correfted ; and the 
moderate P^spifts, who were not Janfenifts, were highly 
olfended to fee tbofe doQrines of predcftmaiion a'nd 
graces f<5 peremptorily condemned as herefy, which the 
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Fathers^ St. Auguftin, ahd the Churtb^ bad beeti fup^ 
|)orcd to hold a& bnholio^. 

The difpartf w43 loria arid (b^tp iti France. The Jis 
iiiits carried the daV. li became the la* of the land; 
Yoii muft fublciihe the bull linigeoitus, or have no fa- 
Cramehts, Oppreflion^, baniftifxients, excotrimunica^ 
tions followed. The oppofition mide, and fonneliimcf 
the meahvS ert^ployc'd were, it muft be eonfeff d^ highly 
fl.fcreditable to the Janfcniil cau^e. They had better 
terapered weapons to deferid ihcmfelves, than vifioaf 
and miracles at the tomh of the Ab6e Paris. Thefc in- 
deed they ^^fo wielded, and with cW^th THey laid d- 
J)eri the rnc^ral fy(fe,cp of the Jefuits, and fta'itiped it, 
tvith deferved tnfaniy* They awakened the a(teniion of 
the poptfh powers to their political CondiiQ and di, 
Cgns. They charged them with ere^in^ in Paraguay^ 
an independent ftiVefeignty ; and iinder pretence of pre-/ 
ferving thefr converts fr«)m cotiiaminating examples 6f 
PortUiiuefe and Spaniards, of having extludcd iheih 
from entering their rniilions. The ihercarfiilc tfarVac- 
tions of this vkily body excited the jealouTy of the conl-^ 
itiercidi worjd. Uhder the cloak of piety and conver* 
fions they etid^avored to nionopoli^e the ttride of the 
tountry, which they bad reduced to their obedf* 
cnce. The gain of the merchant, as well as the auiho]^. 
jiy of the nrionirch, (hUs trenched Upon, faifed an hoft 
6f irritated and powerful opponents. Sufpicious con- 
iietUons with thole who attempted to affafli^ate the 
King of Portac>al ; and open refiltahrc to the Spanilh 
jind Portuouefe forces on fixing the limits of their fevc- 
ral fctilemenis in South America, iffued in their corrt- 
p'eat deflruBion. Bv a fudden and un^jtpefted flrokt^, 
^ifhoui confulting Rome, the Catholic prmc^s co^fpiV- 
ti their rum; and they weje ail iei^ed and bamihed^n 
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the fame moment from Spa^n, Portugal, >Tid France % 
brought home by Oiiploads from ail (he fotetgn domin. 
ions pf the fe powers ^ and packed ofF for Rome thcrr 
j)rote6lricc ; but now unable lon^jt^r to defend her jet 
uitical (iitellites. After a while the concurrent demands 
of the popilh monarchs compelled tbe iejud<int pontiff 
Gangmelii, to diflolve the fociely, leaft jefuttjcal malioe 
and reventie might iffue ii> fome deliruclivc emerprife| 
linteb cruQied octer to rife up again. An. 1773- 

, With them the glory of Rom€ departed. The great 
l>arrior was broken down which held the confciences of 
men enflavcd to the Roman fee j and freer fcope wat 
^iyen to the infidel philolbpby to lift up its head with 
confidence, when it had thefe atgufes no longer watcb* 
tug the approaches to herefy. 

Of alt the caufes which have comribmed to 4he hu* 
fniliation of Rome^ none fo eiFe£iually operated as the 
prevailing tenets of infidelity ; which diffufed them^* 
feivesampn? all the literati, and moft didinguifhed ge* 
liiufes of the Ronrifh Church. The progrefs was fileol 
but wide. The famous, or infamous Rofleau, D'Alem. 
ben, Helveifu5, and that mod agreeable, but fedudive 
and unprincipled writer, Voltaire, contributed to charge 
the mine and lay (he tram,, which could not fail, with 
thefirft match krncHed, to explore and o^uertum not only 
all the trumpery of popery, but to raife a fpiri: equally to. 
imical to all defpoiic governments ; nav, ihreaicning atf 
univerfal rcVi)luiion in Jocieiy, by the changes it wai 
fuited la produce boih in religion and politic?. Lord 
Chellerfield, a p^upil of ihis fchool, %^hen in France long 
ago, forefav^r the inevitable confequenCei> which we have 
vimeff d. And what is fingii'ar cnouj^h, ihe ui ?e 
Tpreading;i of Armimamfrnj which iofeCled tbe Froieft^ 
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int countries, have begun even in them to g]ve way to 
the more pbilofopbical do£irine of fucejiy^ leading to 
fatalirm, and ending in atheifm. None gave greater weight 
to thele opinions than Frederic tbe.Gri^at of Priifiia, the 
patron and high pried of infidelity: he contributed to 
ijpread it by bis own writings and example, and to prote£k 
|t by every encouia cement. Though France was the 
fruitful fourcc, Berlin was the focus where the fcattered 
rays were colie^kd, and v^ here they bcatned wiih peculiar 
luiire. The fuperior orders of the Romifh Clergy iherri- 
felves having drank into this pbilofopbical fpirit, mad eno 
vigorous efForis to. fupprefs its progrefs, and tittle appre- 
hended the fatal confequences to thcmfclves, to which 
it was impetceptibly leading. The life cf diffipation 
vhich prevailed atfo, in fo fearful a manner, dcttruQive 
of tvtty precept of the gofpel, prepared willing difci. 
'pies for infidel princij^l^es. It was abundantly eafier^ 
tnd it mult be confefled much more rational, to fup. 
pofe that there was nothing after death, and io to ouiet 
every uneafy apprehenfion, tbai^ to receive the abfurdt- 
lies of purgatory, and be at tbe pains of penance^ or fub« 
Slit lo tbe purcbafe of indulgences* 

Moreover, the increafc of knowledge m general 
guarded rhen from the pious frauds which "bad beeo 
fuch powerful engines of facerdotal delufion* The 
priefts themielves began to b!u(h at their own tricl^s ; 
and all the men of intelligence would cordially have 
wifhed to get rid of them ; but they feared the people, 
Hrhofe credulity required itapofition. So they wifely, 
In their ideas, tolerated the prevailing fuperftitionsi, to 
«void whdt they regarded as ^hc greater evil, the ac- 
|Lnowledi>ing papal fallibility, the loofening the pomifi* 
Cal dominion, and emboldening the prying eye of Cilt- 
nofity to l«okiata iu abules. 
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Qviring to thefe and a variety of oth^r caufes, the pa^ 
pa) throne fi4nk ir\ it) revenues ?« «n its auibpruvr-* 
Jiu^c flowed into its coffers. One Hiogdom afier-anoih^ 
pr (topped the fatal nrajn, which had poured from eve* 
fy land into that gulph the %veaiih of nations^ (9 t^^^Alf? 
fip^ted by n^poiil% of 9 i^allard prqg^^ny. 

But ^bpye ^\\ other caufcj of the humiHatton of papa| 
jjominion, the moit menacing and deftiufciivc have aiift 
♦n froqfi the ambaious ru'ers of France, who, under pic* 
text of liberi), having. feiged the siQven^meni, ei^ebc<i a 
tyranny inbre bloody and oppreffive th^n ihpi at^amit 
Vhich they revolted. After murdi:ring ilwir (bveicigOi 
plui»dering and degrading the tiobles, levelling ever)f 
fiillintliQ^ of r^nk, ovenurning every ancient cHablift^f 
inent 3t horpc, abotilbing the convents, fliutting uj>^tho 
cl'Urche^, banifhing or murdering, wi<h i^e mpU iriKuf 
taan cruelty, ;itl the eccl^fidflics who rtfiird to. hovii to 
iheir difct^tewS they burft as a torrent on the n^it;hbonng 
nations, every wher-9 dclolating the H^^^o^ifb Church, 
jfnd fweeping awav its trumpery : melting down rhc fil» 
Verlaints and* their flinnes ; caOing the. b^lU into ca^* 
t)on, and converting the churches and convetits into. 
f>arracks or wofkrAiop^^ Thvis fqddenly 9II the injmcnfe 
wealth of ihc clergy drflblved a^ fnow beforp the fuat 
))eams. The whole ecckfiaHical property lei^ed, fpld^ 
;ind diffipated ; religion was left to taKe care of itfelf, 
The biguited coumry of the N'ctherUndii ha?^ (bared iho 
farpe fate wiih'Savoy, the fad fcenc of former bloody 
pcrfecutions ; and fiill the gijj^nijc ogre of- revolution 
|taiked on over proHrdtcand iremblipH patjons around, 
and all Cui^cndom Hood a^haft wl erei^nto this woui^ 
grov. (iermanv difmembefed, Switzerland fu^ iu^ated| 
^t^d all Italy plundered, fion»Mil^p to Naples, at)c| 
cri^Qibled into pieces| under the fleeting tki^^ pf |i^ 
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publics, and afier the model and under the contVoul of 
iheir hatflu ftep.mothcr : Kings burled from their 
thrones, the Pope himfpif a pii'oner,and Rojmc reduc* 
cd to be an inconfiderabie appei^dage and lubjed to 
the vaunted Gieat Nation ; m/1.i (I Spain tretpbUng fuK 
mils to become little btii^r ih^n a dependent province, 
and Portugal attempted topurcbafe a temporar)' refjpite, 
dreading to be fwallowed up by the monftct. . Aniidft 
tht-fe cDnvulfiorij^, exptttation ftreithcd out her neck^ 
as if liflening lor the iingeT* voice, when he {hould.crjr^ 
^ Babylon v c Great is faller, is failvn ;** for it appear- 
ed I ighly probable that the time vvas come for the ful- 
filment of the prophetic wotd, *^ And a mighty aogel 
look up a flone like a great miUione^ and cait it into 
the fea, faving, thus with violence fhaU ibat great city 
Bab) ton be ihjrowri down, and (hall be four^d no more at 
a'l." A fudden reverie, in iivhich raiioiialjy \^e cannot 
but rejoice, feeais in its copffqiveuccsfor a moment to 
fu^pend the ibreatencd deltrudion of popery. Whetti- 
enhe carved work which haib been bri)ken down mi%, 
thefe axes and hammers can be repaired, and the foun* 
daiions which have been underonned, be prcpped up a 
fittle longer, only the ^pint of prophecy can foretell. 
Every true ProteOani cannot but vilh that God woul4 
baften the period when the popifh power fhall fall nev- 
er to rife up again, and the kingcit m^ of the world be- 
jporrie the kingdoms of (be Lord and of his Cbtift. 

Mcafitime it may not be unprofitable to pafs in re, 
; yiew the feveral popifl^ couiuricb, and ihc Ilaie of rclig- 
|oi) in each of them. 
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ITALY- 

ITALir, the chief regioii of papa! empfre» has been 
juRly branded by one of our noble authors, as th« 
feat of ^f illthiral vieeSj*" which walk by the fide of fa« 
j^rftuion in the open front of da/t and refute to ba »« 
ibaaied. 

Italy conoprifef^ 

I, NAPLES AKD 17$ 9IFEKPSNCJII. 

Thele, long held as fiefs of Rome, after, undergoinii 
a variety of changes, reded under a branch of the Bour^ 
boo Spanifli faoiiTy, and for fomc time have* enjoyed 
independence. Many difputes with Rome, were iq 
general carried againtl the p mtiflps, from whom at laH 
they have emancipated themreiyes entirely, and pay no 
longer the former mark of feudal homage. In thefe 
countries not a fpark of eyangelical tiuth remains* 
They arc funk into the lowed dregs of popery. Fof 
fame time pad indeed they have begun to be initiated 
into the myfteries of modern philofophy, and dared ta 
dilbelieye. Many of the fuperior ranks of jife, the nor 
btes, the military, the literati, and the ecclefiaftics, wer9 
nearly, if we believe Brydone's Travels, as infidel at 
kimfelf* ^ 

A ridicuhusjcene^ which a friend of mine wttneffedl^ 
as he W4^ vifiting ode of the beautiful cbttiches of Hv^ 
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pics, w.i\i give a pretty Aropg fpjecimeo of their reltgjon. 
A M oftian opened a ciofet and took out an imag^ of ^ 
the Virgiaj after flripping off her old cloaihs |he pui'ca 
her a &)k facquei a hooppeticoat^ and very 6ne faced 
doub\e ruffles. Prefcnlly feveral friars entered 'ihc 
church, and producing their books united in fupplica. 
lions around hcr^ They rofc frpm iheir knees, tapped 
jtheir fnuff. boxes, and talked and laughed together, 
Wbijfi the woman unrdbed the lady, and refiored her 
4o her former place, and her old cloath^ again. A 
proreftam tould not heboid fuch worth ip without mio. 
\j/ed pity and derifion. In order to be fully afcer- 
iained refpeding indulgences^ he went to the (lEce, and 
for two sequins be purchafed a plenary reniiflion of alt 
£ns, (or himfelf, and any two other perfons of hia 
Jriends or relations, whpfe names he was empowered to 
infert^and who might be in n^ed of fo convenient tl 
certfficate for tba porter of Paradifc, St., Peter* T^at 
fo the end of the enHghtentd eighteenth century, ftich 
folly can be propagated, is, to us who live far from (he 
(cenes of fupeilUiton, furprifing ; but countenanced 
iberc by prieticraCi, general habit and education, the 
l>reath of iufpicion dare not impeach the power of 
^hoftly abfoluiion ; and (hocking to relate^ the firft et- 
clefialtic of the kingdom was compelled to work annu« 
ally the miraculous liquefafciion of the blood of Si^ 

ianuarios, or the populace would fancy feme fatal ca- 
imity threatened the flaic. What the manners o^ 
&ch a country muft be, are eafiJy Juppofable. Thiihef 
perfons of our own retire, who, Icoked upon with horror 
ibr their unnatural crimes, need there no cover fbj? 
Ibeir abofniQatlopSi and are ei^aily well received in ii& 
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iU ROME AND THE EQCLESI ASTiCAL STATE. 



/ The ftates imoiediatelv tinder the Romifh temporat 
iaminion, ftill va(t and fertile, were ^overn^d^rid ptumi 
tfcreJ by ecclc'fiaHics, who held alf the firft place* of 
p:>wcr ani profit. The beautiful cornpaijTiaf of Rome*^ 
indeed, once io abUndani', r^ now become in unhealthy 
Dtiorafs, whc le even to deep a fingle ni4ht ii dangefoiis J 
anfd the (peclres, which neceffity comfpels to abide iWerei 
fcein alt walking in their fhrbuds to the tomb. What 
the ftate of p »perv mufft be und'-*r th.ife immediaiely 
called to coa.jten:inde evei'v fraud of faperftirion is ev* 
ident. Yet at R^)me itfelf greater Uberty was alfdWed 
*than efther in Spiin o^r Porttigal ; and even the jVwii 
bad art at- lotted (|a^rtcr, where they H^ed protefled by 
the governnfient. I witt n it fay that ihfere was niot^ 
need of courtezans at Rome than' elfewhere, becaufe of 
Ihe thoa^andi of dfiJaifiedxretbat^rie.^V cafd^nats; bifhops, 
and others ; hut (i ice they mult be tolerated, theghoft* 
iy father pfutenily drew a revenub from proftrtuiroi^y 
anrd, liccnfed the (lews. Perhaps in ro Catholic eo<rri. 
try hadinBdeittv rnade a greater progrefs th^n ^rt Ronrsifc 
lifelf ; but finCe bv this craft theV had their gaifi, it wotiM 
have been fhe height of imprud^^nce to reAd the va#i 
for the p >palace to Ijok int » the fanftu^rv' ; and tftfere. 
fore, they wifety ccnitm'ied the tawdry mafk of fuperftiii. 
Jion over the f>ce of i np ety ; and ncme boved mons 
^lowly to the inije, or pc;rfv>rn*d their devoticms with 
greater decency ani propriefy th^n thofe who ^aUg|h'e<l 
at their owrt abfurdities. But th >ugh truth w-is t'^tfi 
fr^ lien in the ftreet>, and equitv couH not enter; ttfe 
fifrmy of bo;net mi'Ir^narirs' effected for a whrle this 
convcrfion of the people from fup*riiiiions, which' g*l i« 
lvar/ior> had le?ir >ed to diifpiTe ; ani when fuch edifving 
examples were before the vulgar, aud the fa^me aims 
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would raife them to equality with the prbudeft, tl>e iMU 
fation was too tempting, not to be acceded to, and th# 
hil^py Fratisrnization pfomifed to be eordiady embraced 
thrdugh all the cdutitries of Italy. Napfes was t^ft 
drawn into the vortex. The ftrong haivd 6f power fup* 
preflTed for a vfrhilc the revolutionary rftovcojcnt* vhiell 
bad manifeR^d themfetves, and only waited for the sn* 
Ijyfcious mdment, when they mrght be difplayed witil 
effcfi : at iailt ii came, snd the monarch fled. 7 btt 
kingdom ravaged, plundered, exhauHed^ and but juft 
recovered by a change as fudden as the revolution 
^«H>i/^h had preceded, will not infprobabty be replugged 
into the fame profligacy and fuperftition as before, and 
the blood of St. janaarius liquefy again in the warroi 
^od of ibe arebbifhop. 

nr. tut OF^m REOiosrs of itAtr. 

Thcfe firft felt thfe ravages of GaUic arms^ Milaff, 
Venice, Piedmfont, Genoaj Tufcany, fell fuctellively 
before them. Tbe Church and rts revenues afforded 
the richeft plunder, and eccleG<ttical magnificence fai. 
dcd before rhefcdifciples of the new philofophy, the 
Goths and Vandals of the eighteenth century. For a 
confiderabrte time before iheir irruption, the church inN 
deed, aimoii throughout all fhe Itairan Dates had be« 
come an ^engine of politics ; for ,thou;>h tbev profeffed 
obedience to the Roman Pontiff, only fo much rcfped 
tras paid to his mand<)tes, as confiiied with their own 
fovereigniry and interefts. This wa^ well known at Konie, 
and therefore, the popes had for a great whi c ufed only 
intrigue, to carry the points which they bad no longer 
power to enforce. I he thunders of excommunication 
bad of late flept in the Vatican ; and the menaces of 
authority given place to paiecoal ftdmooiiiQU* £ui 
Co 



.Digitized by 



Google 



Mpofehe^ once diicoT^ned pror^w if^filt : 9n4 ^kaf 
Ip^m^Ay inilariices the fmpes had be^i compfdlcd c^ 
%MiiiL 9t, and watcfa for a happkr mpqi^fii to yecove^ 
ihoir fbrmcc aothorav^ They had panned with nonfi^l" 
their piaim5, nor dcfc^nded from tbeir high ruprenji^^ 
over all perfons eccleGaffical and civil^ buthaviog lofii 
tipt piourer of exeeminf tbeir anathcmaa^ and tfa^ ptRaty 
of their throne being no longer upheld hy btind v«ic^ 
cation^ eVery afioioo heal ^a^ mfolentf^ Ufted up ^ 
fainft the fick lion. ; 

\ What will be the nierw! order of tWngJ, wd vlvli^ ' 
the rapid changes fu^ceedtn^ each o(^r iviil kad^ tiiMr 
tDRnA difcovcv* The reycniKifof the Church ieeai 19 
itave received an irrecoverable &oci^ ;. and ppvfer wmjk 
idignity* are faded wheii not fupported by wealth and cc 
pinion'. The fpread of infidelity and" afh^fm^ if vifibliei' 
the gHmTncrmij of gofpcl truth no where z^^i^dit^nu Ic 
va6 laid at MtUnt a Proteftant Church ifaa >^F«nj^<i ; but 
the ProteOants of fuch an ikrr£y cnuK; be a fpmtiacfa 
^ace, and can hardly leave any tr^c^ <>f truth bebi^if 
^em. War i» afwa^^s the parent of wicfcrdi^ef$.-v 
S'hofe who have been taught to defjpifi^ the ifraudt ^ 

Eopery and its fopperies, even when they fetum » 
) profdfion, wi]| be but half papifts; - Tht& tt^ncjb <sf 
feneration for Aiperiors have been ioofed 00 one fid^ 
t^nd the dread of what is paA ^ill put a bridle on tbf 
more glaring abufe^ of authority ibr the fcituve/ Thougk 
• new pope (huuld thereforje be again emhroned and 
refiored to his capital, the day of papai dominion feeai 
to be^paft, and be would only fliine as the furvfhorri of 
bis beams. It is not a day that gives hope of rep^emiS. 
ing the coffers of ecclefiaflics ; and all falfe pietv ii 
funk to fo low an ebb, that monafteri^s will bardty ever 
iBiOfe be found^^ or fcayticely lepairecL Tise dfw$t^ ^ 
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iU^ hhre aft &i\wm <tet^ and miny of them kiHed by tli* 
irinter's cdld« it ilifiil hoi b6 "nfy to rte*pcopic ibe dei 
feffCcd cetk — the Hfirig K^nerattoh ba^ fearned anolhef 
Ibfibn^; md PrcneAahufm U iiot 0NM« immioul to mom 
kitsf thao iafidclily* . . . 

^ Ilthee du^ring cbe whole of this tentury no attemptt 
Itare bbeh made to pour forth new ordert of monki 
tapoA the a^orldi On th^ contraty) imeieft md poluicb^ 
fcave led td the fuppreiBofi of monafieries in ail the v^ 
fious nations of popery. The hfe itfeif has loR all the 
{bbliih veneration once attached to it : thefe cells of 
cclibataries have been for a long wbtle filled with the 
dbughttra of thofe, who could make but a Oender pro^ 
jTifion forjhero, the yqunger fons of numerous families^ 
fir of the peafatits, who were ambitioui of having an ed 
ide^ftic among their relatiohs. 

^ ^be greareft preferments Jiave long fince ceafed to 
%e ikft meed of diRinguiihed merit of any kind, The^ 
bea^e foUowed the politics of cburu ; ferved the purpo^ 
Jes bf ilbff prime minifters ; or been be(k>wed on the re4 
fatioiis tif /ayoriteS and thofe who could make in te reft 
itkh fuch asiHid the difpofai of them. Hence lefs c^ 
the fpirii of the order bath ftimulated the facerdptal 
tribe ^ arid throughout Italy a multitude of men hath 
jrifen high in fcience, and all atiaitiments of humail 
ittsratXare, fuch as Bofcovirch) fieccaria^ and others, 
who have perha{>s unimeniionally rent the vail of igno^ 
rancid, the coireting caft over all that ^people, and let 
in fuch a beam of day as hath tended to produce chore 
aitcurate itiveftigation^ and confequently to deteft the 
fatfe principles, which cuftom had eftablifhed, and thui 
Mdically to fap the veneration for opinions fandified by 
llpng prefaription* The ravages which have lately Tuc^ 
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l^eededf ami the (KHrtmns to - democracy, itbicb bavi| 
b^a^^ined^ caopot bqtudd w^igbi to tbc dcfcendiiig 
Cc^le. Rome may be refilled frooi jts pluoderrrs aD4 
aw^hcr pontiff enthroned) ^^c tbc Tpirit which ibe|^ 
faav€ diiFufed, and the.opifUon$ ibev have diflpoiifiaip^ 
will not be To eaftly eradicated ; and will probaMy proc 
|»are for ferlher chaiige$^ H^PPy • ^f ^^'uth and rigbteouA 
t\t(&s^ iaft ftall lift up their banners at Rome; and that 
^fpel which Paul preached, and his beautiful epiftli||t 
i;^ntain9, be again the language of her qQiDiItf:rs, aDd ^ut 
juih ^f her people* 

* SPAIN. 

. .• ... -4 

. JBEYOND the niountaina^ the papa] power kemt^e^ 
ven more inveterateivf Il4bH(bpd,tban in the oearer fubt 
jefts to the metropolis* During the reign of jefuitifai| 
^pain and Portugal exhibited countries of ferviie pbe* 
diience, and bi^^Qtted fuperflition ; sind they are flill tbft; 
Ijafi in tbe train of fciencet as well aa iriith. The dif^. 
putcs, indeed, about privileges and ^mmuDities^ vecft 
terminated in their favor ; but to need a difpiite aboi]|i 
oatiotial rights, whii^h they ihould have admitted no for^: 
eign power to conteft.wilh them, befpoke the fiatc of, 
(ubjedlipn in which they bad been held. Nq appear^ 
^nc« of evangelical doarinch^th hitherto ill thefe landj} 
dared to life up its bead. The inquiljtion, thotig^ laien* 
ly pilfied io its operatioDs^ wjsjs Hjll repdy to receive: 
-ev^ry denunciation,' and fupprefs the firft movements of' 
berefy, Tbp wifer and bed informed? lamented ihg^ 
dreadful injury done to the kipgdpm of Spain, by ex* 
pclling the naoft ufeful and indiiT|rjpu5 qf its fubjcSa^ 
Oil vedo, and other patriotic miniflers, endeavipf led : tcr 
Kpylvc the torpid fiate pf aigrifuliiirci by imriting 
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§omc German Pfx>refiant3, tvich ci^pfoimfift of pft>fc€v^ 
fion^ to cultivate the defert Jands' of Sierra M^inetiif 
bue this fc&eaie was uttetly fm4ir^ted9 'and hiinfei(P^ 
brought beforip the inquifitor^ for h^rety, A I*ite'>if>ic4* 
ijgem traveller, who reGdeid (ottic tinaein Spaiii, aT)4 
had the fuUeft opportunity to acquaint himrelf with the^ 
ftate of feligioo, an^ the tnaiurer^ of its inba^il^am^, ^U: 
fured lae, thatSpaii) appeared a hundred years in igonf 
sance behind the other natioDi^ of Lprcpe ; |>iitin dijB^ 
pation fd^ -exceeded them. The cavaiiere ferirenie^ 
now more agreeably occupies the place of ibe <lucfin|^ 
It wo&ild be a difgrace for a wife to be feen ^utb her' 
hulband in public : even in his own houfca he nevec 
prefumes to intrude injtp the )ady> apartment, when bet 
cavaliere attends her toilette ; indeed, he is himfelf eau 
ployeti in difcharging that office with foo^e other mafri* 
lid female, without reproach^ and without r^criminatton. 
Vet the officer of piety are performed with wondroti$ : 
reguiarity. At mafs the cavaliere fervente attends hit 
namorata as a part of his duty > and a fyflem is eR'ab^;; 
Ulhed,. of impurity and religion, of devotion aod profiL 
gacy, of wluch, bad ^we are, we have no parallel. 
Such a country, halfDvenun with French. armies, and*^ 
fabmitiing, by an ingbrious peace, to become the fateL- 
lit of the new republic, cannot but be inoculcfted vith^ 
their principles. : The very fiaie of their court, the 
planner in which the Duke of Alcudia, now the Prince- 
of Peace, once a, lifeguard-man, lives with the Queen y 
the imbeciility of the King, and the defpotic power o£ 
the favorite, all fugged the probability o^ changen,^ 
which even the rooted bigotry of the country ^411 be * 
Vnable tp refift. It is faid, very lately, that the inquifi-> 
t^on is ihutup, after having for a confidcrabic white^ 
ceafed to entertain the people with the pious fpe8a« 
fi^i^.oS iikfi,ama-d^;fc^ oi ^he iolemu burning of tbofe ' 
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eooirt6ted of hef0Ucai ^nnny i tnd iboi nttm fe is fe#» 
bdden CO proceed oa any fartbot p)rocc&« li ||««| 
Itcea ibr ibm'e time before finder tfa^ checks and -cohii 
If oul of govcrnonent* THei old woiMti at Ramt edif 
no tonger cover her babes of blood ^ith het maiHle d 
feperftHion. Her inqaifitor) are fupprefied* Yet 1 tut « 
Lmxvriedge or godliner^ bavia made iheif appearance^ 
7be new phitofephir, , as in other coumriei^ baa infeded 
d^ Ifterati ; and all wbo are fent by the gjiyeriMiiciii til 
Itavei for improvement^Kare fure to earry hbme vitb 
them a more than proportional fiiare of infidetiiy^ to^etbi 
€t witb the knowledge and arts which they have at(]u]red| 
tnd thus every day the foundations wiH prdbal>ly be laid 
§09 dM l^nae ebarrgea as have marked bet terrible nekW 

I^ORTUGAI^ 

Foittv^At) defeoded by diir hetetioil afrnd, from 
tlie eafy conqueft it beid out to ber more potent ne^h^ 
bor^ eoottnued in the famefiatcfttliliiental and pdHtical 
languor and imbecillity. Havmgtdiitribtited as vhvtt^ 
a» any court ,tp the expullioii of the Jefiiitg, and the eiO^ 
lin^ion of their order, (he ba» not yet rifeb above her 
long rooted prejudicei^ and fabje6li6n to facerdoQil \mi 
pofitioo, I am afiured, that it ia aftonifiifng to fee ^hJ^ 
wl»t rooted aveifiod and abhoHrence they befaoid ua 
aa heretics, though their defenders^ and ftanding in thd 
gap to prevent Uieir being fwaUowed up by the Spat^ 
^rds, their enemies. As a '^i^il^/.their feeblenefi k reatll 
y to leave them as a prey tothe flrft mtadenV As. '4 
Churchy no place affbrds a more dreary fotitude ihkiM 
Portugal.: nor hav^ I beards or reiid of toy eflbrt 
9^<^^ ^TH^^ t^^$ ^ ifitrodViCo a i^y irf* evao^lkit 
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irajh amor^ Ihem. The Scripturca are a boot IfeaJbd^* 
Md? a«d intcrdf^ed; gloomy fuperflufcm.fptcad^ bar 
vicii^s j; ignorance, idolatry^ ptoJSigacy, and crueRyi 
\tfQ<yd beneath (hem ; not a reforoaing fpirit dares mw^ 
i|aur 9 douht of the abfurdeft dogma^^r a fti^ggciiiod 
»o redrcffi tbe mofi/ goring facerdotai abuusiL ProbaJ^t^ 
jPortttgai and ber de^pendencles wili be iaft ^ttaong dae 
Mtion& reclV^ined frbnci ignorance^ and emat^c^ifC!! 
Iro0i the ferviivik of popery^ 

'■ ■.. . . jt 

Cou^Mirauirely, faANei^btm l©«g befen 4^©t bafdiei 
ftit>j.ed of Rome : always coniendrng for her gallkalfe 
liberties, thoa^b Jefuitical influence obtained great iac- 
rifices : yet fach was the difcontent, and fuch ^e 4iCi 
cifions of the clergy in this^ingdoch, that fotne occafioaa 
of fr.efi) provocatba only was. wanting to hajre witih^ 
drawn, them iong ftuce wholly ffooT tbe RoiftSS y^k^^ 
J^quhfng could fpeak iHi^ language Qronger than iht 
propofal made by the fainous DvPtU) with o^her'^k)ci 
V toes of the Sotbonne, to our Archl^lStq^ 
^n. lyaO. Wake,, for the union of the churches ; and 
though the* matter proceeded not to aaj 
fbrtn»l treat y^ yet the preliminaries which were: roea-* 
tjonedby the gallk clergy, as mattets concedable, i&eiir 
tbat the f rojett was difappoinied more % court tae- 
Is'igues, and the f#ar of the prime miniAer, that wretcll 
jPuiOis, Ix>i)ng his cardinal's hat, tbaa from anyaver* 
foil which the GaHican Church Rulers ieem t^ hd^tti 
bad to fet up for themfelves/ 

• Whether policy or candor coDtributed. to the chan^ 
liy^ibedeatli of Louis dbe Fwneentb|. t&e Froteflaaft 
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toct witfi mildef treatment in France ; their ihcetin^ 
li^crc connived dt by the governrticni ; and vhcre a 
jDalignanl biflrop woiild have put the laws in force' a- 
gainft them, he was often wfihlield by the fear of diH 
jileafifrg hfi8 fupcriofs : and chas without toFeratibti^ 
nay, ii) the f^ice of the moft tyrannical lawi, ihev af- 
fcrnbledf arid of en in great multitudes. I think « 
friend of mine, not many . ytats ago. attended ifieiir 
preaching in a wood, not far from Nirmcsj vhei^ ir- 
tioiit ten thoufand were fuppofed to be prefent, without 
the Iccjft inter rnption. , This fpi-rit of lenity had muclr 
cncreafed alter ibe deflrudlion of the JciiHis ; and a 
Ichemc of foleraiion was fpokcn of, and generally ap* 
proved, before the Ute COnvuffions fliooR the Stat^ to 
ii% cemre, and tbe Church to the ground, aiid for a 
iifhile delli^ovingait worlbip) left: every man to his owii 
fcligionr 

Tt h vtty naturarl, that tbe Protefiants, fo long ami 
^rievoudy dppreffed, Ihould lend a cordidl hand to a 
tcvolorion, which muft reftore tb^ni to an equahtv with 
their fellow.citizens ; and that their hatred of Ri>mc 
filouid make them icjoicc fn her fall : and if I nf&y be. 
lieve theaffurances of the emigrant priefts, the JanfeiaHs 
leadily toak the oaths to government, and the chur<.h- 
ts from whence they were expelled. In aH mv ref arch. 
c* 1 have never been able, among the mt/hfudci 
1 convcrfed with, to meet one Janfenift emii»r^nt 
pridlt, though I greatly defircd it. Probably thev wrrc 
Dot forry tofee their oppreffors humbled, however 
grieved they might be in ihc event, to behold alt reli- 
gion overturned. 

As perfe8 toleration is faid to be allowed to all who 
are careful nor* to interfere with gorQintneki^ 1 ihou^ 
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hope foTOC. focicties of.real Chrifiians niH «dify 6pe an;:; 
'^dihcr,; wbijft they drop a tear over thc.mtfcties of ihdif 
troiintryi^nd figh for peace. > 

. The de{olaiion« wrought by republican prjn<!tplci% 
^ks Well as.ariiis, have. been, as we have fc^n, ihe priruh 
pal mean* of the deflruBfon of the papal power among 
the nations which the French have overrun: la 
their own land the whole fabric of popery h Jevtlled, 
•and hardly .norfrinaf and conflituti^na-r bifeops remain. 
Liberty h the only flirine profeffed to, be frequented by 
Trenchoien ; wi:t.houi perceiving the chains under which 
!thev groan, tbe flavesof corruption, and ihe.iools of th^ 
''iimbitious. But Godwin bring good out of all. the evil 
permitted, and a'glotious church fhail con>eforth^ I tru-ft . 
^nd pray, from the fyfnace, when the drofs of. popery . 
jsmdiup^lrftiiibhf and a: "worldly fanftuary (hall be purg- 
ed ^way.j" hy the fpirit of judgment,.and by the fpirit 
iof burning." It h faidthat three million of perfons pro. 
Jefiing Prpteflamifm ;fli!l remain in Franjce,' though I 
.ihou^d think their nCimbers exaggerated. How numer- 
ous ihe janfenitts mS|y be, 1 am unacquainted ; thcjr 
would c^iiainly welcofne reformation. The amazing 
influx. of foreign proteftants, on.a peace, cannot fail to 
♦be great : and if there be no dotpinant ftaie religion, 
:and. a .regular clergy maintained by the public ; or At 
'lea(},*if free toiersition be. granted to all, f have no 
floybt, the better half of the kingdom, whatever ^overri- 
tnent may fina'ly be eflabltlhed, will continue the pro- 
Tcflion of Chriftianity Onder fome form : and fhould 
even ;mjohafchy ber^flored with the hierarchy, the \tr^y 
ft^teof the natit^n^wiil probably req-uire many modifica- 
tions, and at leaft fome focn privileges as the edi6i of 
Nantes admitted. 1 am free to confefs my apprehen. 
fions^ that true evangelical religion -will noi as^yet be 
H H 
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generally Aat oF France,, or of any other cotrntry ; t 
tan only hope, that popery may eeafe to have the af« 
cendant, though tolerated like the reii, and fuffered to 
die a natui'al, and not a violent death. I am feeking 
Ihe Chureh of the firft born, whorfc names arc wiitiet) iiy 
Heaven ; and I trad it wi:ll be found, <* when the Lord 
vriieth up the people^ that ihis and that man were born 

Nothing can be n>ore defoiate than the prefem ftate 
of the Church in France ; dn the fide of profefiion of 
godlinefft fcarcely any appears ; if there be zt\y real 
Cbriftianity remainit>g, it fs concealed : the- torrent ftilf 
tun; fo flroag againfl iz// religionr. On the fide i^ 
ifriorals notbrng can be more deplorraWe.' A military 
government and its fupportcrs, fliarc the fpoiU of im 
crown, the nobles and ecclefiaftks ; and fj^end whb e. 
qtiat prodigality w^hat they have accjuircd by means fo 
unjufi. The churches are deferted and Qrut up ; new 
piay-houfes, and places of entertainment, are opened 
and crowded. Divorce is^ allowed on the moft frivo- 
lorn pretexts? ; and thus the fanClity of marriage deft roy. 
cd : the diffoluiion of manners produces rto fhamey 
Vfhtn countenanced by general praftice and ^proba. 
tion. Republican virtue in France is very difFcrentf 
from the ttern, auftere, and frugal oVanners of ancient 
'Jlomc. They copy the lu'xtrrious Sybarites; and what 
ihiey hold by a tenure, probably as precarious as unjuft^' 
they wifh to employ in prefent enjoyment : a few. per 
baps lav up a hoarrd for an' evil day. The general, eL 
,taWifhed, and fafbionable fyftem evidently is, loiivc 
without God in the worid| and eat and drink beqauSe^' 
tO;morrow they die. •* 
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AUSTRIA, 



Austria, alwuyi a bigotted adherent to the RoroHii 
pontiff, during a great part of this century, beheld Ihc 
fcepier fwayied by a woman, who, though coirpelled to 
fupport her tottering aoibority, by Proteflant alliancei^ 
ceafed not her (ervilc fubjeilion to ecclefiaflical fuper- 
Anions. She was a rigid Catholic, and a devotee: 
but the fpread of contagious infidel philofopby penetrat* 
cd her courts and feized upon her fucceffor. Unable, 
during her lifetime, to take any ftcps, as fhe was too 
jealous of her authority to permit interpofition, Jofeph, 
her fon, meditated deGgns to be executed the moment 
of her dcceafe. Emulous of the fame of the great 
FtedCTic, the rival ^nd plunderer of bis^ houfe, he 
planned conquefls over his Ottoman neighbois, and the 
fpoil of the ufelefs conventf • His violent reforms Cor« 
vulfed hii difiant provinces. Having deOroyed the 
barrijcr towns, and fupprefTed many of the rcHgioiis 
houfes, he ruined his own defeiices whtlft he aliena^cil' 
the affedions of his bjgotted fubjcQs. The fpirit of re. 
volt fDllowed. Di/appoiniment broke his fpirits, hU 
health fuffered in his TurkiQi campaigns, abd he fell 
the martyr to his own ^mbitious projc£ls : leaving tb0 
Netherlands in a flate of convulfion, preparative to all 
jthe miferies to which they have liiice been expofed. 

r 

Yet Rome feverely fuffered. The fuppliant Pop« 

Vi^ed the infidel Emperor, in hopes to obtain by en^i 

treaty, what he could no honger command by anath6. 

Oias. Me came too late r the day of his influence v as 

^^ With the mother. The fon was a P^pift of a^ differ* 
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f^nt riellgion ; and cViofe to purfuc his own purpofes, ve* 
fy unconcerned about the interefts of ibe Church ; fo 
the old man reiufncU 'as he. came. I am not fure 
Whether he left his bencdiftion or his oialediftion behind 
him. To Jofeph ihey would be cxaftly of the fame 
Import. But rtiefe things loofened the foundationji of 
papal authority : dcfpifcd, and without influence, ib^ 
.f*opc filently fubmiiied, and Auftria paid him only fuch 
.fcfpe£t as fuitcd her own intereft or inclination. Thui 
•every where' the bands of allegiance were broken ; and 
if true religion found no pirote£lion, the pontiff funk 
4uio contempt, though popery remained. 

PpLAND-' 

This great kingdom once fubfifted, fub|e£l to thq 
' .papai dominion. It bath ccafed to be numbered ^'- 

,tnong the nations. Poland, long the prey of ambitioui 

> competitors for an eleQivc fovereignty, hath faUen mio 
the claws of three eagles, that have divided the fpoil 
between*tbcm. For this fovereignty, Aguftus of Saxony, 
bafely bartered his religion, and with th^ throne of Pa** 

.land annexed to his hereditary dominions, hoped tp 
tranfmit them together to his family. The popery tq- 
mains — the throne is loft. Are they alhamed ib teturii 
agaia to ibe Proteftant pale> 6 nee their beads have 

tjceaied to wear a crown ? 

In the ^treaty of Olfva, guaranteed by the adjoining 
fpo^»ers, the Poles ^dmiued ibe toleration of diffid^nt^ 
of all denomin4iions. ThQ moft niimerous body of 
^jhefe wa.s of the Greek Church, tbopgh tber^ were hmi- 
apy of other commiinions, Luthjcrans, and reformed. £« 
-;?ftfl ikp Jews iq Qo ftoiill ny^abcr foixnd prQt)ei^iqjaii[i 
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Poland :l>ut' the dominant religion remained poprffi^ 
aJways infofent, and oficn opprelhveJ Imeftinc divif- 
ions, bred by ambition, rent the land. A piilriot King^ 
iaboring to enlarge the bounds of liberty, i^as unable to 
Coniroui the fpirit of polifh licentioulnefs: The in^ 
irig^jcs of traitors to iheir country firft ravaged the pro: 
vihceS) and then caUrd in aid from thofe >bo only 
ineant tQ carve for tljemfelves. The inability to xefift 
ihefe intruding neighbors became evident, *from ihcf 
firft partition of the country. Th^ remainder teOed 
not long an independent fovereignty, Thethfeemigh^ 
ty monarch s of Ruffia, Auftria, and Pruffi:^, agreed to 
divide the whole between them /or the gov4 of the pto^ 
ple^ dethroned the worthy Poniaiowlki, and parcelled 
piat his dominions according to th^ir fevera! ccnvtnien. 
jces and contiguity. An a£l the inoft unprincipled, 
the moft atrocious, and fuch as never was committed' 
hy the rooft infamous robber which the gallows* ever 
bore : but they were emperors and kings, and to fuf-* 
pea their 3uaice, would be jreafon againft their majef- 
4y. Religion could be no objea of iheirs ; and fo, e. 
Ventuatly,^ the caufe of God and truth was benefited by 
their ambition. Pcpery no longer poffeffed the power, 
ex revenues, which coiiid make it formidable. Each 
fovcreign toolcwhat be liked, and only left fuch a pro. 
vifion for religious worfhip as his own liberality allow. 
ed. Toleration was a neceffary confcquence. A Pro^ 
leQant and a Greek muft pievent their fubjefls froni 
the oppreiSons of popery ; and a Catholic monarch 
iimfelf was compelled, politically to ctffbrd the fame in- 
dulgence, that he might not lofe the Protefiants or 
Greeks, who could fo cafily have taken refuge with 
their neighbors and^ countrymen. Thus the earth 
'helped the woman. No more money wfent to Rotlic— 
quo more domloiQD could Ihe exercife. They who had 
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leized the Und$^ chofe themrelyes lo eicercife the fa« 
premacy. Thus Poland bccaipe loft to Rome as a 
kingdom of its dependence > apd the. fubje£^s, barring 
ihe national injufi^e committed, became eertainiy ca«» 
pable of je^njoying n>ore happinePs and religious liberty 
than ever before. I am confidering the real church ojF 
God as the defirable obje£l, and as fuch, hope fhai 
tnuch has been gained by the fubjugation of Poland i^ 
fnd, that in the great fyilem of true religion, this eyeni 
sniiy be reckoned among ^hofe whicn are aMfpictoos j 
as cafttng down thj& barriers of papal power and perfe^ 
cution, anS opening a freer courfe for the lyord of Qo4| ' 
i^ere it may ruri apd be glorifiecL 

GERMANY. *' : 

The prinices and prelates of the popifh eom^mumofi. 
true to their principles, during the great part of tbif 
century, continued to opprefs and barrafs their ProtcOt^ 
ant fubjeOts, and to Compel nqmeroas emigratidna; 
Such were the poor i^^/d/mj, whom our holpital;>le land 
received ; and the Saltzkirgkers^ who found an afyl^oi 
in Holland) and Pruffia^ and other countries arouad 
them. Will men^ will thofe profefl|ng the name df 
Chrillians, f^r ever bite and devour one another ? 
Sb^ll bigotr^r, blind to its own intereft*, glut |ts malice 
l^y murdering its beft (ubjeQs ? but remonftrance i$ 
vain, where popery, only intent on furious converfions, 
will bear no reply, but turn or burn. Yet^ in the pro^ 
grefs of years, a gentler fpirit hath entered; the increafe 
of knowledge^ and the philofophic intereft diffufed^ 
have rendered men more tolerant, if not more reli- 
gious : they are become wifer, if not better ; and £ac 
tome time have ceafed To bitterly to foad thofe whom 
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it ought to have been their firll care to <shcrilh. Mat- 
ters arc, indeed, juft how wonderfully embroiled ; in 
the preieni finktng Rate of the Church of Rome, it U 
more ihan probable, that Germany m\\ fee fomc of iii 
Catholic epifcopals ejcbanged for temporal principals. 
ties ; and not impofiibie but that the matter^ of religioo 
may be put out of the quefiion ; and the bifhopric* 
Own fubjeSion to proteftant princes: and if this aU 
teration of governors introduce a m6re gerae^ai tofera« 
lion^ and the baniOinient <if perfecmlon for confcieric^^ 
iafce, tliat is all which true religion feeks ot wi&eiJi 41)4 
Ibe Church of Chrift ^i!l be fa far adYaniagcd« 

Oil the whblc> from this review qf the I^omilli 
t^hurjth, and tbe partkular members of which it is com* 
fipfcdy 1 think it evidently appears, that the cauie of 
God and truth has womierfuUy advanced in the generd 
Icale of the nations, owning Ajbje£)roii tp, oif^ rather ift 
tf nioff with. Rome. Her power is weakened^ her richer 
dif&pated, her fubjeQs diminiflied, and her, fall, I hopt;^ 
approachirrg. When this defirable event fhall be con* 
fummated. He only knows, who Gueth on the tbronti^ 
tid^a in tfae whirlwind, andc dire6l» the florni. 
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•; XHAP; IV.- / • ■'• ' 

'' • ■ '■ . * ' ■ ri ' J • . •. :^ . ■ • - . . . • - _) 
. OH the' CREEK AND lASTERli t^t'P.tvUi. ' * 

■; . ' ,-: • • . . • .^ ,.; . .. •.: . , 

•*T^HE very Mrtle commbnicdtioii wWch fubfifls be^ 
^ X iweePn E\iro|^ iirtd the ftt^ter part df the OttomM 
%#ptre, affbrds few ma^rials • for .live bi(loi*f. of tli^ 
Gieek Church / wbioh^ funk inia(<rvitbde and-opptsBll 
fiaa under the Ottoman yoke, and covered with igno- 
Wrior, batdlly IfftS' its bead to obfei^vationl Yfttl^^ncflfwith. 
ftanding' iis' mfdriortty, this body:.|??fti&s;. to ^oabfiEe 
With Rome,' aVid obttinalely rcpu!fe«*a!l cffortg dffuttj^K. 
jf^airion: ' nof 'haT that all-grarfptngfee been morrc fucceCP, 
fill with' the Nfeltorians and Mi>rK>pbf fitev wbd ftcadilj^ 
^l^^intain their indepenvjetice, both of Rome and ipf 
Conftantihople. fft the buaiHiating crrcom (lances: of 
thefe Chriftians, Hitie effjrtscjn be hoped, fiKh: a3:4iF. 
iftnguiftied* them foi'.Tierly ift Thd exfe-rtfion of ibie Gixrift.. 
lian pale. Yethmuftbc noted, that the iwaiberLof 
ChriiUans coliefltively under the Oitoman government is 
ftHI immenfe ; and though fq«jeezed and drained by 
the Turkifh BalhaWsS as indeed are all the other fub- 
jects, yet they are allowed the uninterfupted enjoynnent 
of their religion and churches. And if you would 
judge by the proverb, " as merry as a Greek," which 
is faid \o be their natural difpyfition to this day, they 
contrive to bear their burdens Without lofing their vi- 
vacity. D ;ring the late commotions and furious at* 
tack of the Ruffians on the Turkifli empire, they found 
cordial affillance from the Greeks in the Morea, who 
would have rejoiced to have fecn their religion triumv 
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phant. And ihe fame was faid of the Cophu in £- 
gypt, that they wiflied to have welcomed ihcm ihcic; 
and had the famous Ali Bty been fupporied in hiii re- 
bellion, the confequences 10 the Ouoman empiie might 
have been more fatal : as it was, after many a dilaf- 
irous cooflift, and pailing with vaft provinces coniigu. 
ous to Ruflia, as the price of peace, Greece and the 
Ifles of the Archipelag6, where the RuflSan fleet rode 
triumphant, were abandoned ; the poor Greeks return- 
ed CO ebe boufe of tHeir prifon, arid their dream of hal- 
cyon days vanifhed. From all that can be colleded of 
ihofe whom V?ar or curiofity have led to vifit ihefe re- 
gions, the date of religion among them is miferabl^ 
low ; reduced to fuperftiiious forms and obfervances ; 
and the papas or priefls little better informed than the 
people. 

In Egypt the fame ignorance prevails, and the fame 
depreffion : yet they have dill churches and monaderies 
preferved inviolate. Their poverty probably is their 
bed proteSion. 

All attempts to carry the gofpel into AbyfGnia have 
failed, as^ we have mentioned ; and the lad embaiiy 
planned at Rome proved as inefFe£lual as all the for- 
mer. Even the Moravian brethreri, thofe indefatigable 
fervants of the heathen, were unable to effecl that de- 
fign ; and after abortive efforts, were compelled to re- 
turn to Grand Cairo : from whence, by leave of the 
patriarch, they vifiied the Copbis at Behrotrer, and 
formed a fmall fociety, that was very hopeful : but the 
intedine divifions and confliQi's in the year 17^3, drove 
them from the country, and compelled iheir return 10 
Europe. 

I X 
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* One entertaining and adventurouj traveller of our 
own, alone has penetrated the country, and returned to* 
tell the ftorv, as marvellous in manv inftances^ as bear* 
ing authentic marks of truth. The motley Chriltianity 
fiill praSlifed amon^ the Abvffiiiians, wi4i hardly be ad«- 
mitred to deferve that appellation. As to any thing 
which has the femblance of fpirUuaf religion^ it feema^ 
unknown. Savage in manners, cruel, involved in per<« 
petual contefts they fcarcciy maintain any profeffion^ 
worth the name of godiinefs, though abundant in fuper* 
ftition : and their jealoufy of jflrangers is fo great, an<t 
the danger of vifiting them fo imminent, that few will be 
ever tempted to tread in Bruce*s fieps. His medical 
(kill pro;ured him favor ; and he claims to have ac« 
compli^fhed the honor of his journey, the difcovery of 
the fountain head of the Ni^e. Shall an abje6llike tfajit, 
however, engage fuch perfeverance and zeal ; and fiiaU 
Bot the gf^aier obje6ls of the everlaftiog gofpiel awaken 
fome adventurous fpirits once more to tempt the dan« 
gers of the defert ; and feek to revive the remembr«tice 
of him, who was early krio^i^n, and obeyed eveo ki A^ 
byflinia ? furely yet there is hope. 

In number of Churches, Bruce farys, no country cair 
cqnal them. Every gireat man cancels his crimes by 
building one in hh life time, or by leaving, a futa for 
that purpofe at his death : and every field of battle hat 
an ^reftion by the conquerer to celebrate his viSory. 
'The number of ecclefiallics is confiderable, as may be. 
fiipppfed,' and there are many monaiieries, but the: 
builrfings are far from magnificent. The churches are 
thatched, and round, and the fummit a cone. They, 
are fupported on wooden piiiars, with tb^ roof proje^» 
ing to form a covered walk. Thev are full of wretch^ 
t(ji piducc^i but no imagCi oor any thing emboficd i$ 
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jpercnitted within : circumdfion and many other Jcwifft 
rites are in ufc among ihe Abyfliniani. Th^ lav ranient 
h adminiftcred in both kinds > and the gb(pds read 
through once a year in the fcrvice. The faperior is 
called A buna ; hut their ignorance, bigotry, and iuper. 
fiicion are equal to any part of the Greek Church, and 
probably greater. The Romifti miffionaries have been 
ib rudely treated, and ^he difl&cuhy of peneirdiing the 
country is fo gteat, that they will bardiy autmpt it a^ 
gain* 

THE RUSSIAN CHURCH 

Exhibits an imoienfe body, and the efforts which 
have been made to extend her bounds through Siberia 
to the fca of Okoifk.and Ootialaika ; ar?d to the oppo. 
file coatts of America, have Carried the GreeH iceremo* 
files to tfaefe vailly diOant regions, as well as to the 
Tartars fouthward, and to the Samoiedes in the north. 
But this hath been done by the ambition of a Catherine, 
to extend her domifiion, rather than with any miffiona^ 
ry zeal tp Ipread the knowledge of Chriftianiiy, As 
yet the ftate* of that country, however incVcafing in ac- 
4|ui(jtion6 of knowledge and civilization, affords no rc-^ 
markable fpecimens, of which at lead I am informed, of 
eihinent religion. Their worftiji and ceremonies are full 
of fuperitition, and\fee'mere performance of their ritual is* 
M their de;irotion, iThe noted mtemperance of priefts 
and people fpeaksa very low ftate of religious'praflice. 
They are hardly yet emerging from barbarifm, at a dif- 
tance from the capitals ; and not a little of their'ancient 
paganifcn mingles with their Chriflianity. 

v.The Rojkolniki formerly mentioned, or as they nov 
fiall thcmfelves the Starovetizi^ or believers according 
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to the old faith, are a numerous body, efjftfcially in SL 
beria, among the Don Coffacks, and in many of the 
fouthern parts of Afia. With them Pugatfcheff, who 
gave fuch an alarm to Catharine II. took refuge : and 
their patt fufFerings from the^dominant churchy and 
rooted averfion to the eftablifhed hierarchy and cere- 
monies, led them to be his mod zealous partifans. They 
have biihops and priefts among them, who bapiife and 
minifter the communion, but as they have fuffered fo 
much, and are ttill perfecuted, they are obliged as much 
as poffible to conceal themfelves. Of their difciplind 
and principles, I have found no explicit account, 
though I (hould augur well of them, if the relation be* 
fere me is to be depended upon, that (he hordes of Cot 
facks are extremely bigotted to pure orthodoxy'^ I confefs 
I hsve fome fufpicions, this may mean a very different 
Jde3 from that aliixed to it in the HiiTorv of the Church 
^\'e have been defcribina^. . However, the courage of 
* one of their priefts named Toma deferves obfervation. 
He went to Mofcow, and boldly preached a^ainft the 
invocation of faints. Being threatened by the clergy, 
his zeal fired him. to take an ax, and entering a churi h, 
to hew in pieces the images of St. Alexias and the Vir, 
giF>. He was feized and condemned, firH io have hts riglit 
hzvA confumcd in the fire, and- afterwards to be burnt 
alive. A (entence which he fuffered witti the moftvfe-. 
dite fortitude, continuing in the flames to leftify againft 
the abufes of the dominant^1:hurch. 

In the Creek communion^^he farne bigotted hatred of 
all who differ from them appears as in the Romif}), an4 
the priefts would gladly perfecufe, if the liberality and 
Root f^nfc of the difF^^rent fucceffive monarchs, and pdr. 
ticqlarly of the late JnfamcKis and infidel,' though wife 
and poliiic woman, had not ma de it a maxim of gov» 
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eminent to tolerate ^all religion^; and to invite intci 
their vaft, but thinly peopled dominion*, pcrfon* pf ail 
denominatioos* 

Thii; hath eventtially opened. a door for the entrance, 
of evangelical truth. Several feiilements of German 
Proteftants have been cflabliflied on ihe Wolga. 4 
Church of Moravian brethren hath been formed at Sa-, 
repta, near Aftrachan, >\iib a view to a million among 
the Calmucks. Finding their attempts ineflTeQual^ 
they have direfted their attention to their German 
brethren, who v^erc not very far diftant from them, mih 
happier aufpices. By their means feveral evangelical 
Lutheran miniflers have been fettled among the colo- 
Difts and focieties formed of real Chrrflians, adorning 
the doQrine of God our Savioiir, by their exemplary 
converfation* 

A more fuccefsful effort hath alfo been made by 
thcfe zealous hrethrerf in Livonia, and the adjacent IQ- 
ands in the Baltic under the Ruffian government. So- 
cieties have there been eflablilhcd, m fello\\(hjp vith 
, the Moravians^ and attended by them, though not fepa- 
jrated frqro the JLutheran communion, but remaining ufr- 
der their own pattors : and thcfe are faid to amount to 
twenty thoufand perfons* 

1 hope more at large to detail in its place the labors 
and fuccefs of thefe faifhful fervants of our Saviour 
throughout the world. Though not joined with them 
in church order^ and differing in fome fentimenis of re- 
ligious trmh, I feel mylelf bound from near forty yean 
acquaintance with many of the brethren, to fpeak of 
4hofe whom I have known, as men full of faith and of 
Ihe Holy Ghofi, and truly devoted to the work and fcr- 
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vice of our crucified Lord. I am perfcQly convinced 
of the unfaithful reports of a Rimiusi excluded from 
their (ociety for immorality ; as of a Warburton, a Lav* 
ington, and the tranflator of Mofheim, who have adopt#> 
ed the calumnies of fo prejudiced an accufer.* 

With peculiarities, perhaps fome of them exception- 
able, yet admitting no fuch impure ideas as thefe nrien 
have imputed to them, the more the principIcN of the 
Itrethreo are truly known, and thfe more intimately 
their lives arc fcrutinizcd, the more will they be ac^ 
knowledged among the few faithful vbo follow the 
Lamb of God in the regeneration. 

The RuGSian Church has led me into this digreffion ; 
within whofeprecinQs 1 can find no objeS, on which 
1 am able to dwell with fuch complufance as on the, 
labors of the Moravian brethren. They feem to afford 
the only J)leaGng fpecimens of that fpiritual Chriftianity 
which is the fiibjeft oF thefe enquiries. From the 
Greek .Church alfo tke brethren deti^/^ their origin ; 
though having revived from the loweft ftatc of decay 
in the bofom of the Lutherans, and moft correfponding 
irt religious opinions, witb the 'confeffion of Au^fburg, ^ 
with them they will moft properly be claffed, and come 
under confiddration in the next cbapter. 



* I am informed that tbe impare and malignant' note infertdt , 
by theftranilAtor of Moflteim, agaitift t&e brethren, in his ecclefiafttcar 
hiftory,hc would from convia:ion of its injuftrce h'<itc expunged : 
bat the copy b^ing ibown to the author of the divine iegatian^ the 
bifbop engaged him to let it ftand/and there it repaain^^ a mon«i«. 
ment of the bitternefs, bigotry, and falfehood of thefe ac^ufcrs<|f 
«he brethren. [Aflihor's oote.J 
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CHAP. V- 

tHE LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

Air. npHE treaty of V/eflphalia had placecf ib€ tt*-r 
1648. X theran caufe oii (o folid a bafis^ as couid 
not eafily be ihaken. Peace and fccurity produced m 
too common etFeft, declenfion. Their Church contiii-* 
oed in the profeffion of the fame dogtrinesandeQahiiih- 
cd formularies ; it ufed jhc fame ceremonies, and nooi. 
inally fupported the fame difcipline ; but awful depar- 
tures from both, marked how much under the lame 
name the reality of religion may be changed, !^\ icboist ittt 
being generally pcrcejved. Offenders againft moraU 
were pretty nearly overlooked, and all the fuperiof 
ranks in life railed above fubmiiSon to any ecclefiafitcal 
cenfure. Nor were the minifters themfclves very ready 
to give the faithful rebuke, much lefs to denounce the 
rebellious. 1 hofe who defied their paQors^and couki 
defetid thcmfelves hy wealth, influence and intereR, bad 
nothing to apprehend ; and as Mcfheim remarked, ali 
ecciefiafltcal reHraint of offenders loft its power, and 
they triumphed in impunity. The do£lrine alio prp- 
feCfed and iubfcrib(d as from the beginnings underwent 
a very tonfiderablc charge rn the minds of the profef- 
Tors ; among whom^ihe progrefs of philofcphy had been 
great ; and who adopted the more fdlhiopable, and mif- 
called rational divinity. The doSrmes of free grace^ of 
jttfiififiation by faith alone^ and prtd(flinatiGri^ required 
tea much implicit credit, and too little maihematical de- 
xionflration, and meraphyfical rcafonjng to fuit ibe wife 
men of that day. The diflcrcnce between Luther oir 
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the Caflatiaiis, and, the fermoDS and expofitiops of rood* 
cm Lutherans, pretty nearly refembled tbofeofourowja 
divines, compared ¥>ub the thirty-nine articiesi| and the 
affembly's catechifm» , 

The Pietifls at Halle, with profeffor Francke at their 
head, continued totnaiotain much of the life of true re* 
ti)^ion among them, and fome educated there, fpread the 
favour of ^divine grace tbrougb different pans of Ger* 
many. They encountered much oppofition from their 
bigotted, pharifaical or philofophical brethren, and were 
expofed to much obloquy for their rigid maxims, and 
refolute rejeQion of all unhallbwed conformity to the 
manners and amufements of a wicked world. But as 
tbe centiiry advanced the fervor of pietifm abated, ahd 
iniquity abounding, tbe love of many waxed cold. Tbe 
general body of tbe Lutheran Church funk into a Lao* 
dicean ftate, and all their zeaUwas expended on main, 
tainingthe forms and formula of Lutheranifm infiead of 
the fpirit of Chriftianity. Many ranked high as pro*, 
found fchotars^and Indefatigable ftudents,and were more 
diftinguifhed by fcientific attainments, than for vigorous 
efforts to preach and teach Jefus Cbrift. The infidel 
phiiofophy had too generally diffufed its fatal miafmata, 
and ihfeacd the mafs of literati ; the nobles, who look- 
ed down on tbe vulgar herd -, the profeffors of law and 
pbyfic ; and the army, who prided tberafeives on their 
rejeflion of educational prejudices, and thought it a 
proof of fuperior attainment, to be wife above what was 
written. ^ 

This fpreading contagion received efpecial aSivitjr 
under tbe patronage of the famous or infamous Freder- 
ic, the great, in infidelity. Other fovereigns.w^re proud 
to lefemble him ; the men o^: the moft atbeiftical carft 
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.became th^ admired oracles of the ?ge. Fforri tfib 
ipawn crawled forth the new feQs of Weifliaapt and 
Kant, with their illumines*; avowing their dbjc£l to ex- 
terminate the Chriflian naipc and worfhipv and terrify- 
ing CDcinkinii with the nion;fiers bred frc^nHhii tebtidous' 
race GrfPhilofophers and Theofophifts. 

R'obifon and Baruel have follcw^ed ib6m imo theif 
lurking boles, and unvmled fome of tbeir myfteries «nd 
^narcl^ical defigns to cover the earth with revolution^ 
and .bloodfhed ; not thai I think, fomiich of jhe mif- 
cbief done is to te imputed to them, i^ ih^fe fuppofe; 
allowing tbeni all poffible malignity,' their power cpuld 
not reach to the extent thefe authors have fuggeftcd j' 
nor were nnany, of the perfons onr whom Baruel poors 
put bis, vials of wrath defcrving his cenfures. Too par- 
tial to his jefuit friends, he would avenge their quair, 
re1;.and by endeavoring to prove, too much, weaken^ 
l;he force of his own arguments/ Montefqqieu affuredJ 
ly ranks on a very different line from Rouffcau ; and 
flecker and Turgot dcferve riot Co be reckoned among 
the pefts of mankind-— but popery is popery flilly under 
all its humiliations^ ^ 

Yet the Lord had not forfaken the earth, nor left hi« 
truth without witneffes. Some preferved the purUy of 
tlie faith amjdft the too general apqftacy. In different 
parts of Gcrm%ny^ Sweden, and Denmark, were found 
pattors after the great Shepherd's mind, who fed the 
flpck of Cbrifl with the fincerc milk of tlie word. And 
though a^ the centpry advanced, the light of tr\itb grew 
njore obfcure^ and the caufe of Chrift feemed much to 
decay, of late, fymptoms of happy rcfvival have appear- 
, ed in various parts^and the daring front of bafefa<:e(t 
ihfidclity has roufed the dorntiartt zeal 6f many to life 
K k , . 



Digitized by 



Google 



t66 IMPARtlAt tflSTCmV Of jTrft. fS 

ttp ihft (landard of the crof^ again({ the Qoods of impie*/ 

Among ihofe peculiarly dilttrtguifhed for their Ghrif- 
iiin zea^l, one choice body of cbnfcffori of the cvangfel-** 
kal dpftrines ha« arilen in the bofom of the Luther jii^ 
Church ; and From fmall beginnings gf()wtng into tritf. 
nence of excellence, claims a particular mention* No' 
name of profeflfng ProteRs^nts in our day ha^ difplayetf 
more fervent zeal for the Lamb of Ood, and the cnar- 
aSeriftic principles of Ghriflianity, its cdnneflftd *fthr 
his blood.fliedding for us, than the Moravijiw 
Brethreh^. Under a long feries of perfccution md 
oppreffion from the bigotry of popery, they ha<l been 
reduced to the lowed ebb of rtHfery ; and the few featteif. 
ed remnants of that name feemed faft approaching ►t^r 
utter extin6lk)n ; When, front the daft of death, the M6^ 
pavian Church fprang, ^s the fabled phcetiix from her 
aOitrs, an|l acquiring frcfh fpleridor froni the flameJ, 
utent forih to call back their Luthe^^i»^erhren to the 
Augfbnrg Confeflionj to the elfenrpl dmJtrimes of reve- 
lation, arid to a life of greater pu/ty ihan Was generallly 
in vogUc. Thev nfet, as will be the cafe with all Who 
rife up to wimef^ againft ^ wicked world that its deeds 
are xlarknefs, many zq abuser : and if the charges laid 
againft iheox were to be irnplicitty received^ they woulcF 
beco^ne objeti^ of horror and averBon, ihftead of living* 
wiinrflTcs for ihe Chnftian doarinc. Happily they arc 
novv better -kmj.wn, aitd ^'^eir enemies are found Harfc 
Mi Ukes were 'uagoified irUo crimes, and .expreflioiif 
ii'J underflo .d. receivei an intrfp'eiatrOn the very rtf- 
verfe of whit tne b ethren intended ; nor is it needfiil 
to vindicate peru i «rtie> in their difcipliae, which have 
given the handle of abufe and ridiciile to their malig- 
ners. I: i. fuffiiem to obferve, thai ih the great iUndaV 
iDcntals of CnriUiamiy, tuey have difptayed a zeal to-' 
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promote the doBrioe of falvalion by Jcfus Chrift, which 
l^th pro<i|i||e4 ihe happieit elFe^s, not only in Europe, 
hm throughout thi^ world. In iheir lives and convetr 
^ion»9 thofe who baye known them be(i,Avithout having 
formed any union with them as a Church, will acknowK 
edge that i hey are not only biameiefs and harmlefs, but 
cipjncintiy exemplary. Let us give therefore honot 
vhcre honor is due, and^n^ver fuffcr prejudice to miC 
zeprefent any denomination of our truly Qhrtflian breih- 
rgo, b?ic?^ufc thfy gathejc qoi wiit us. 

The ftatc of this Moraviaa Church in the prefenl 
^entury, forii)^ a prominent feature in the happy levi^ 
iral of evangelical religion } and jufily claims a ^iche in 
that temple of the living God, %hicb u the otject of 
^r prefent furyey. 

An. 172?. Difperfed, diflrcfibd, reduced to thft 
loweft ebb, overwhelmed by ihc perfecqiions of pope- 
ry in Bohemia, Moravia, and Sikfia, under the bigot 
AiaSrians,' thip Church of the Brethren, in the beginning 
of the century h»d nesirly dilappear^d, and their light 
fp^ioed ready to be put oyt in IJiacl : but few meii 
^rc left, and they of liitle eOimation in th^s world ; 
^nd no whcrer could they find reft or eftablifhment. In ^ 
this ej^tremity, ihrec pr four pcor f^milicfi, under the 
fpiriiul fupcrii>tcodence of that venerable man of Gcd, 
([^^RiSTiAii Davib, inigrated fromj Moravi^nto up- 
per Lufatia, in fearch ot fome fequeWercd ^Urner of 
the c#rtb, where, hid from popifh perfecution, they 
intgbt worfl)ip God our Saviour in peace and puiity. 
^t the village of Berthelfdorff, belonging to the fince 
vrelhknown CpuNr Zinzendorf^, they met from his 
fieward, Hfizt, an hofpitabie reception. 1 be Count 
JMnifglf was at the court pf Drcfdeo i but, on being in* 
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formed of the arrival of the emigrants, be gave orders' 
to encourage them ; they were affitted to build cottages 
for their families, abd fome uncultivated lands were aU 
lotted to them, which their induftry fooo rendered pro- 
duflive. . ..,,... ,^ ^^ 

The Count himfelf, with his relation Baron Wat- 
te v ill e, bad been educated at the univerfiiy of Halte ; 
aiid early imbibed a happy tin6iure of the Pietifm lon^ 
retained in that feminaryl The ihanners of the* neffu: 
gees were fo congenial with bis .own, as to engage his 
foftering" afFeftioh : this drew others of the fame 
fraternity to join their brethren ; and a new village al 
rofe, called Hernhtith, the cradle of the reviving 
Church of the Moravians, whole increafe hath bccrt 
fince fo bleffed, and for which the heathen cfpccially 
(hall praife Him, who can produce the greatcft efFefls 
by inltfuments the mod apparently feebl(fe and inade-; 
quatc. " ^' • ' - ■ ' ^ ■ •:'*'- -.''^ 

Under the patronage of Count Zinzendorff, and his 

worthy pa ftor, Roihe, the infant coloriy continued to 

pro/per, and fpread its branches through Germany, 

Denmark, Holland, England, and Anierica. The 

Count hifhfelf, a zealous Lutheran, at firft defired they 

would unite with the cftablifticd 'Church at Bcrthelf- 

dorfF t but the brethren preferred adherence to their 

aneien|^egimen. Finding himfelf unable to prevail 

with tMpVto recede from their own forrh of ecclefiaf^ 

ticart government, he after much deliberation agreed, 

that they (hould obferye the Moravian ritual : and 

'though he himfelf continued in communion with the 

J.uiheran Church to his dying diy, he confented, with 

Baron Watteville, to be appointed to the ptefidence of 

thejr affairs, fpiricual and temporal^ in conjunction with 



Digitized by 



Google 



^^iiT. i)5.] THE GHURCa Ot CHRlSTi 2^ 

the ciders of the congregation, as their council and -^F- 
fociates. 

The following Iketch of ' the nature of the churcfc 
order among the brethren, is all my !ia)it4 can admit. 

Supreme in all the unity 0/ the brethren is the-czw- 
IRAL SYNOD : confiftfng jof deputies from all the con- 
gregations, with the biJhops, and elders, the infpedoii 
cf churches, and certain Uymen. 

By this fynod, the elders' cqnt^rrnce is chofpn^ 
for the direftion of all' matters, during the . intervals of 
the feilionof the fynod : to this all are fubjeft — bifh- 
bps, elders, laborers, and every^ individual in cloie 
church union with the brethren. 

The bifhops arc cbofen by lot, out of a number pro^ 
^fed by the conference for the office. They claim nQ 
Superiority, nor exercife any jurifdiflion, but ascmpow^ 
crcd and direfied by the elders' conference. 1 hey 
have no fixed diocefe or di^ri^, but remove from 
place to place, as flationed or fcni by the conjermce^ 

The peculiai" office of bifliops is to ordain bilhops, ci- 
ders, and laborers at botpe, and a][nong the beaihen 1 
fuch as being approved by the elders' conference a« 
candidates, are by tho lot felefled. They alfo preach, 
vifit the congregations, regulate their affairs, ahd en« 
courage the laborers, and al^ the holy brethren. 

Deacons and deaconnefles vifif, attend, ard care for 
fhe fick and pcor of each congregation of the diHeicnt 
icxes. 
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They lia^c ^^ottontfVi, or choir houfes^vfhtrt they liv^ 
together in commanity. Tba fingle men, and fingie 
women, widows, and widowers apart, each under the fu- 
p^riiueodence of elderly perfpns of their own cUfs. In 
tbisfe hoa&s, every perfon who is able, and has not ^n 
independent Aipport, labors in bis own occupation| 
and contributes a Aipulated Turn for hi$ roainienance. 
Ti)ey live tbas at.a^ leC^ expenfe and mqre comfprtablyi^ 
%\f^fi ihey could have dqne fcparately ; beiides the fin? 
gular advaauges of mutual coaifnun|onj ^nd daily %9f« 
Ihip. 

The ebi{dren of each kx are educ^ed with pepuliat 
care, by brethren and fifters apfTointed for that fervicei 
tiieir olyefii u to preferye them fiom the corruption that ^ 
IS in the world, and to prevent as qiucb as poflible th^ 
knowledge of ^vil from ever reaching their eyes or ears. 
Trained up under difcipiine, from their teodereft years, 
tlieir fubjedion to their fuperiors and eldiers is fingulaii 
^od appears parrii^uUdy ftriking jn tbe^r niifions anil 
marriages. 

In thu fornpier, thofc whq ha|vc offered themfelres o§ 
the feryice, and are approved as candidates, wait their . 
feveral calls, referring themfelyes entirely to the decifion * 
pf the lot ; a^nd I bejievc never hefitatc ^hen t^a^ }f^ 
flecided the place of their d^ftination. 

In marriage they may only form a .CQnpeQion with 
thofe of their own cpmmunipn* The brother who rnar- 
ries out of the congregation is immediately cut olF froiQ 
chopcb fcllowfhip. Sometimes a filler, by CJ^prefs li- 
cenfe from the elders* conference, is permitted to marry 
a perfon of approved piety, ii^ another communion^j;!^. 
fiijl to join in their church ordinances as before* 
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A brother may msike bis own chofcfe of a ptrtnfcf irt 
Ihc focicty ; But asr lill intercourfe between (te djffere^t 
fekes 14 carefully avoided^ very few o&pbn^niites 6f 
forming partictfUr atta(:b(b^t9 are ^ottnd, and iVrey li- 
fually rather refer thfeit ch€>t« t6 the GbijrchvihaW d5i- 
cifJc for tbemfelvcs. And as the lot miifl b* caft to^ 
fSnfiidh tfteir ttoibfi^each r^ceitcft bb partner d« i di- 
tine appoiritm(^^t : arid hc^cver ftrffftj!* iWi tnetfadd m9y 
jrppear to thofe who coilf^Jt only their paffions dr their 
ihiereft, it is obfetvabli, that no ithiit fewer txfihippf 
IJharfrages are found than ainongthe brethren; 

/This frcqHiclit appeal to the lot^ feeing the ^euU^r 
tfiafaderiflic of the Moravian Church, and has furnifh- 
cd thfeif ad\^erfarifes iiiH the bKjeQiori^as if they foppof- 
^d th*flftfe!ves, and tnbant to itttprefs the idea uptm titfa.. 
€f*5 of being under ihe immediate direSion of God in 
oiatters thus determined. I conffcfs, le^n fee lioSicri^ 
iiiie order or Warrant to countenaiiC'e facb appeal^ nor 
any fuch practice adopted ih the ApoAk^' days, or hn 
the primitive Churcfi* The fingle inftancc, A&si, 26. 
%hcn the facfed college was to be filled up By one of 
fhe two perfons chofch by the Church fdr the office tf 
apoftle, is ho ^recedent^ tor fan6iif>ns any fimiki' ap« 
pea! to the lot, " 

But Whilft I jfdvert to the peclillarities of therf diFeL 
jptirie^ I wifh ever to keep Ih view, and hold up to the c 
attchtibn of all other churches^ the cbaraflcrilliciilor*. 
tiah excellence of miffionary zeal. 

1 hive before tne the p^eafing accounts latHy pufe. 
lifhed of the happy fucceis of their labors in twenty-(ix 
<iifFerent triiffions^ befides a variety of attempts nnia<ie in 
^ihti jpJaccsjand by pro vidcmiil hindrance* defeated. ' 
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The Danifb iflands of St. Thomas, St. Jan^ and Sr. 

Croix, bavie, by their miniftry, received ifec light of the 

.^ofpe), and that efpecially ambifig the mod pitiable and 

Oppreffedof hanoan beings, the negro flavcs — to iheia 

iheir labors have been lingiriarly ble(fed« 

in as abundant a manner alfahave their efforts beeo 
browned with fuccefs in oar £nglib iQands, Jamaica, 
Antigua, Nevis, Barbado^s, and St. Kilt's, where many 
ihoafands of our fable-colored brethren' have been call. 
ed by their preaching and convcrfaiion to the knowtedgiB 
^nd love of our Lord Jefus Cfarift, and wor(hip God in 
%trii and in truthw 

The dreenland Labradore congregations, afford obw* 
jeds of wonder, delight, and tharikfulnefs. Even in 
thefe inhufpitable climes, and amkift thofe favage maiw. 
Bers; the power of changing grace becomes more emi^ 
Kiently difplayed— How precious is the name Jefu^ from' 
&e lips of an Efquimaax ? 

The Arrowack Indians, and the negroes at Sarinam 
and Berbicc, have been coile£led mto bodies of faithful 
people by the brcthrenV patience and perfcverance. 

Canada, and the United Slates of North America*^ 
^utAifer happy evidences of the powerful word of a crui. 
cified Jefus, amon^g the wild and yellow wanderers in 
the fpfclh, and boundiefs plains of that vaft continent^.' 

; Even thofe efteemed the laft of human beings, in 

/brutifhnefs and ignorance, the Hottentots, have felt the 

divine eHBcaCy of the blood of the Lamb that was flairf, 

and' owned the crucified man on Calvary, for their God 

to4 Saviour ; have been formed into Chriflian foci^h. 
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» 

ii^s^ and ujiwards of fevcn buDdred are faid to be noMf 
-JWdrihipping birti with ihcir faithful paflors. at Bavians 
Clbof, near ibe Cape of Good Hope, and live under 
ibeiT tuiUony and in their happy cotnmunion, belieyiBg 
to the fjiving of ibeii fouls. 

^ In all tbefe various regions, no lefs than an Kundred 
Jind forty miffionaries are now employed, bcHdcs the 
Iioft who have counted not their lives dear unto ibem. 
'fbiyes, and died in the arduous fervFce. Thcfe in gen- 
eral fapport tnemfelVes, and the work, by the a(&daoa6 
Jabor of their Own hands, in their feveral arts and occu, 
ipatiohs J and, like the apoftle Paul, toil night and day, 
that they may require nodiing from the heathen, and 
>and have to give to him that needctb; 

. By the perfeverrng zeal of tbefe irfen of God,- upwards 
jof TW£NTy-THREE THOUSAND of (he moft dcllitut^ 
of mankind, in different regions of the earth, are recov- 
ered from the power of Satan unto God, and now wa'k 
m'nh him as dear children, adorning tb<* doftrine of ^d. 

r^nks^ by a converfation fuch asbccomcthgodlinefs ; andi 
iboufands'.departed in" the faith, reft in hi^ bofom. 

I might mention their efforts to iriumine tb6 diftanf 
'£afi, the CQ3A of Cocomandel, and the Nicobar IQ- 
ands, with the light oF the fun of righteoufncf:i ; their 
attempts to penetrate into AbyJ^Jniay to carrythe gof- 
pci tor PerBa and Egypt, and to afcend the mountains 
of Caucafus ; for to all thcfe regions, and many others^ 
hath love for fmmortal fouls, and zeal for the Redeem, 
ifer's glory,, carried tbefe; indiefatigaWe miffionaries, and 
.often have they earned the meed of higheft approbaircr>^ 
where their labors haVe been leafl fucceLfuL Let 
then eniemks bear and be confounded-— tbefe are epifw 
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tics of Cocnmendation written by the fpirit of the living: 
God. Many, fwayed by prejodtce, prcfume to con« 
deinn, what they bavt neither examined with candor^ 
nor truly underftood ; 1^ them produce any fimilar e& 
fcBsby their inflrumentatity, and then they may be eov 
titled to attention. Till then, let (hame ftop the mouth of 
calumny, and fuch Mranrcendent exeelience claim the 
iribute of admiration^ and be held in deferved honor. 

How fo fmall a body a^ the Moravian Churcb is e^ 
qual to fuch ejtertions, and capable of providing fo mai«. 
ny miffionaries, and fiimifliing an expenfe fo neceflkru 
ly great, is furpriflng. The whole number of tl^it 
members in Europe does not, if 1 am rightly informedi 
exceed twelve thoufand brethren ; o£ which, about 
three thoufand are in Great Britain and Ireland ; and 
tbefe not in general the m6ft opulent^ or high in any 
mercantile line. But their liberality aboundeth, and. 
it is no lefs pleafing to remark the fupport which their 
miflfions receive from the cordial aflPedion of Chriftian^ 
brethren in aH denon^iinations. The good provi^ 
dence of God continues to raife up fur them- new help*- 
ers, and to furni(h annual fupplies for the fupport of fo 
noble an undertaking* . Indeedf, in fuch a caufe, the 
tnean (hibboleth of party fbduld be mentioned no more^ 
and every real Chrtftian ddigbi it) bclp forward thk' 
great labor of love. - 

Their example alfo (hould provoke the j>abo(y 
/ of every Cbriftian Chiirch. They have demonftrati^ 
^ cd the pradicabtiity of eftabli(hing the everlafling 
\ gofpel in regions the moft drear)^ and iofaoipitabley 
and among nations the moft rude and feroci6us» 
And (hall we not kindle into emulation ? Catch from 
ifaem fome fpirk of 2eal| and awake lo iikc:vigpra| 



\ 
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ous exertions ? A tboufaDd opraings court oor emrance 
into lands vaft^ fertile, populous, genial, eafy of acce&y 
Habere the inhabitants are mild, friendly, tradable, pre^ 
fentlng. trtry hopeful profpef^ of ruccefs, ready to weU 
come our labors of love ; regarding us asf beings of a 
iuperior 4:>rder, and gently upbraiding us for our neg^ 
le^ of them* In bow many places are the diiBcuIties 
apparently lefs, and the advantages^unfpeakably greater 
4ban in thofe ifields, Which our Moravian brethren have 
attempted toeukivat^e, and with fuch encouraging fiic** 
ee(s ? Have we lefs zeal, l^fs wifdom^lefs patience, led 
perfeverance than they P Let Ihamer ftimulate, if a fenfe 
of duty and love to the fouls of men do not conftrain 
W. Let us bear at lad the dying groans of (be diftant 
beathen, crying, Come over and help us. 

This revival of religion among the Moravians, bath 
liot failed alfo to produce as bappy efiedls at home a$ 
among the heathen; Many of their Lutheran and Re^- 
formed Brethren have greatly profited by their frater. 
«al intercourfe, without ebnne£Ung themfelves in their 
church order. A fpirit of more animated Chriiiianity 
lias been revived, in Germany and tis vicinity. They 
have formed a large afTociation of fninitters from the 
Irosen hills of Norway, to the Carpathian mountain^^ 
w^ho aflemble annually at Hernhutt, in Lqfatja ; and 
thofe who cannot attend, communicate with their bretk 
fcn by their corrcfpondence. Thefe all endeavor to 
'firengthen each others bands in the work of the Lor d^ 
without diflindion of Lutheran or Calvinifts ; to pro* 
voke one another to love, and greater devotednefs to 
God our Saviour. They are growing into a hoft, and 
though not many in any one country, yet, when coiled-^ 
§d^ form a glorious body of confeiTor s, whole li^ht cxfk^ 
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HOC bo( (hine befof $ men, and whofe ze»U»us labors ia 
xheir leveral pariihes tend to reviye true Chriftianiiy* 

It IS one of the happieft features of the prefent day, 
and among tbe tokens for gpoc} to the Lutheran Churclu. 
ihat there is iiill ip the micUt dP it the unextinguifbed 
fiame of real love to him who died for us and rofe ar 
gain. 1 doubt not, but thefe men of God meet with 
many a rebuff, and harfii cenfure from thei^r more Lukc^ 
warm brethren ; but the religion of Jefus requires the 
flamp of peculiarity ; and whoever does not take up 
hi& Crof^and follow bifD^ viU have no cbara£ieriitic marli 
of difiiplcihip. 

Some other ipiiHonary efforts wiihici the Luibcrai> 
pale, defcrve mention. To the honor of the Danifli 
government be it recorded, that they flatted among 
ihe firlt^ and have been fuccer^ful in this glorious ca^ 
fwCr. Their miniliers yilite'd Greenland with the got 
pel ; and their miffion to the coaft of Mala<p 
AN. lyOj^ bar copimenced early in this century. If 
hath been purfued with unwearied zeal^ and 
God bath crowned ihe labors uiih lingular tokens of 
bii approbaijc^ The l^nglifh Society for propagating 
ihe* Go/pel^ have greatly helped thefe (niflSonary effort^ 
of Daises arid GernMns. /^nd oh that m^'' own country, 
men, with more devoiednefs offered ihemfelyes to the 
wvKk ! the harvell is truly plenteous.; but the laborer^ 
3rj few. May the ^rcat Maper thruft forth more Ijt^ 
borers into the harveit I 

* The naiioos who maintain tbg Lulberar*^ faith, are 
the fame as from the heainning of the Reformation* 
VarioiiM changes bave^haflpened in the feverai king^ 
^ums^ but none in their religious profeilion* Denmark| 
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Sweden, Norway^- HoJlleiri, and all the coafts of thtt 
Baltic 10 the Viltula, chiefly idntinue ^uhin thU pale^ 
Saxony, wiih ibe other liates, uho firft embraced ihii. 
dpdiine. hath fleadfaiily perfcyered in ihefame ccwfef-* 
fion of faith to this day. Though it is not a Ihtic .fin-*, 
gular, that the £WQ.gfeai piJIaxs of Lutberanifim ori^irvaL 
Jy, have both gone, back to the Romilh Church- ^Ihe 

Eledor of Saxony bartered his religion for 
AN; 1698. the crown of Ppland, and the Prince of 

Heffe, not Jong ago, for other con fiderations. 
Yet this made no change in the governipent of their 
countries, which, though the head was apoftate, prelery- 
ed their faith inviolate, A power, hardly known in the 
commencement pf the century, has fpread from Rran- 
dcnburg his vaft acquifitions on every fide } and is be- 
come in Germany nominally, the head of the Proiett- 
ant caufe. In point of r-eligion) it would be fuperfluous 
to fay any thing of Frederic the Great or hjs- fuccef- 
fors ; ncvertbelcf|i, the monarch who extends and fup- 
ports religious tqleratioo on the broadeft baui, v^heiher 
heathen or philofopher, may be owned as the Church's 
Durfing father. The true Church a&s no fupport, but 
peace and tolerance. ^ 

IhuSj departed as the body of the Lutheran Church 
IS from the tenets of their great Reformer, and much as 
the declenfions from the living power of religion are to be 
lamented, a precious feed is iiill preferved fn themidtt 
of her through all the lands of her communioit. Tl.c 
word of God is in every hand. The fbrmulafy of doc- 
trine and worlhip is found, and only thofe to be blamed 
who depart from the purity of the one, and the fpiriiu- 
ality of the other. A happy aera we hope approaches—- 
a. great and evident revival of fpiritual religion appear* 
|n many places^ widely difpcrfed^ and maintaining con 
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fcfpondence with each other, to quicken, comfort, and 
encourage each others hands and hearts in the work of 
the Lord* We rejoice in ihe profpefl, and knowing 
that Cbrift is not divided, fhare their bleffings as our 
own. Wewifli to bye pruvoKcd to jeaioafy by their 
example, and t4^ fee the Lutheran Chorch a praif* 19 
the earth. 
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CHAP. tl. 

dH TKI kBfORMijfr eHOkcH. 

t '• • •.<■■ 

IF 1VC eflimate the extent of the Reformed Chnrchhf 
the vailnefs of cm|)ire, and commercial feulements. 
poflefled by ihofe who make profeflion of that faith, we 
&all fc^e her fpreadmg forth l^r arms to both the Indies, 
and embracing the habitaWc globe. Before the late un- 
happy conteft wich America^ peopled chiefly by emi. 
grants from EhgKind, Chrifliantty had fpread its light and 
power, not merely through the provinces which border 
the Atlantic^ but had penetrated deep into the interior 
recefles of that immenfe region ; arid fome noble ef- 
fofts had been made.tb comniunicate to the wandering ^ 
Indians the knowledge of fatvation. The taft iHand of 
Newfoundland was cotonifed for the fake of the fifhe^ 
iry ; and the gofpel has been fince planted there, with- 
fome happy and increaling cfFefi. Even the favage 
Coaft of Labrador, through the zeal of the Moravian^ 
has received the light of the truth ; and in the highe^ 
northern latitudes, England has eftablifhed forts and f<»c« 
tories though I have neVer yet heard of any miffionary 
labors at Hudfon's Bay or its dependencies. Canada' 
has added a new field. Though poperv is ftill the dom^. 
inant religion, the government is proteftant^ and an p« 
pen door fet for the gofpel there to enter. Of the ftatd 
of religion in all this vaft northern Continent, I (hail 
fpeak hereafter, obferving only, that amidft many de- 
clenfions and revivals, much of the power of godlinefs 
yet teqiains ; and fome vigorous efforts ha vfc been made 
ef late, through the zeal of different bodies, to roule up 
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^ deeper iknt^ or^iyifie things in the miads of that, vaft 
fisition, not yet well conrolidated, (hough it is hoped, d^ii- 
]y fettling on a firmer bafis.. With tolerauon of all de- 
nominations ^'« re/ormtd religion is thai generally prpr 
fclTed in North America, whether by tpifcopaliani, 
Pre{byterian*^ of Independent's, and many others, of^lM* 
Various fctts, which every^ where people that iimncnie 
.republic* : ; 

. - --• . •.. . ■ ,. • -ti 

In the Eaft, the eAenfive fettlements and cohqtieSa 

of Knglifh and. Dutch, have greatly reduced the Porttf^ 

Ijucfe and popery ; many velHges of which nea>aif! m 

ihe Cf^rnatic, af)d on the qbaO of Malabar, v Yiet it mi^ft 

be lantenrted, that fo liitlcefforts have been niacte by 

cither of ih^fe pow€w,»propQrtionaie w> their abi!ity,<ai^ 

Ac greatnefe of their empire, to fprcad. the kao^wled|^ 

of falvation through the countries of iheiT obedient* 

What might not Holland, have done from. Jla^ via, .an^ 

,fcer immen(e extent of infubr dominion i i.Wh^t fw^ 

^Oylon ? Wbatfrom the Cape of Good Jcf Ope ? Whn 

jTrom inpijmerable otbci;. parts where B^ayianarmshay^s 

triumphed, and their conquefts fpread ? Every where, 

iudeed, in their capital cities and fetilements, they havje 

cttoblifbcd their religion, and Tent minifliers to officiata; 

fcm I have not yet beard of any attempt^ toevangeliz^ 

the natives, nor of a fingJe miffionary among an hundred 

ihoufand Chinefe fettled, at Batavia, Commerce and 

gain feem to have engroiTed their attention. Indeed,.! 

am forry lo record, that they have rather frowned ein 

itoiffions, an4 inftead of forwarding the Tabors of the 

flood Moravians, both at the Cape ar\d in-Americi, 

, have obflrufled the work, and eyed with jealoufy ,anjd 

. averfion, ihe noble and difin^crefled laborers, who, for 

ihc fake of the. pobr heathen have been, willing to fpend 

»nd be fpent. Tbey, as many others, are afraid, le^- 
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the knowledge of tbelij^erty with which Chrift haih made 
lis free, fliould loofen the yoke of tyranny and oppref-^ 
fion, under which in general through the Eaft the na- 
tives are hefd; at leaft this is j^enetally made (he pre- 
text for oppoGtion. Though nothing can be clearer, 
than that natives of our own religion, and attathed to us 
by thefe moft powerful bonds,rtJuft prove our blcli frfends 
aind auxiliaries r but bigotfy is as blrrid, as coramerce iff 
jicalous and rapacioa*. 

The Eft'gUdi extent of foreign empire is (till tnor€ 
vaft, and of late rncrea&ng to a magnitude rather terri- 
fying. Bengal, atone, whh the fcttlemcnts in the Car- 
ri'atic, is faid to comprifc thirty milltons of inhabitants ; 
aiid In every province, toHvtj arid pufgannarh, our ppwer 
u abfolute ; afnd norne to hindtr any eiFofts of mifliona- 
ry labor. But throughout this emtire, not only ho vtg- 
ofous efforts to make the gofpeJ knaVn fcave ever been 
attempicd by the In'dia 'Cbrnpany^^ in whom the fover* 
cigniy is vefted ; but contrary wife, the attempts of other* 
liave in great raeafure been frowned upon, and every ap- 
plication' of ihofe whofe. zeal prompted them i^ the fer- 
vice,^een rejeftcd ; though they merely requcfted per- 
miflTioti to go, and only alked the common pfotcClion of 
gdvernment to all peaceable fubjeQs. 

It Is well known that in Bengal, and all the vaft jir©- 
vincei^ to the north; ir^ every tubing which regarda 
Chriflianity, the natives have been hitherto utterly he- 
gle£led. Even the very ffew clergymen who have vifit- 
cd the capitals of our fettlements in India, have been 
gjsncrally too infeCled with the epidemic rage of the 
country, to amafs wealthy in order to return with it to 
E^irope, ah objefl utterly inconfiftent with cvory iht»g 
divine, holy and heavenly, v / 

M M 
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Turo or three zealous Bapiift minifters* affeacfj .witfr, 
Che deplorable ft^te of the poor 'Hindoos^ We Utefy;: 
pafled urrnottced ihio the mierior of ibe coomry^ ^i^)» *. 
viewofconimunicatmg to them the gofpe^ of CMIh 
Tjbey are employed in an fndigo manufd^ory ;- an^ini*' 
prove the LordV.day and^ their interyaU of WtfWre^ If- 
converfing and diTcour&iig with the natives, Malio«fte» 
tans, Bramins and others^ on the fubjf d of :<3b>ri^iamry ,: 
A confiderable attention h paid to. their roiniftry^ akji 
though no open c<mttn$ have fubmhted to baptrtev 
d)ey report cofnmencenients ftifikiently aQrpiciou.s i^ 
cneoqrage perfeverancc aiid hope of happy faccefs ; bvHr 
vfh»t efpeciaily moft. render their labors highly refpe€b(^ 
hU m thefight of Chriftiansof ail denoaiinations, istbc^; 
ii^efatigable in^^ftry, with the help of foipe BtmiM, 
and Piin^if ?, to tranflate the Bible into the Bengalefe. 
lopgue I and which is now about to ^"^bepttbtifliedL'fll: 
Bei^gaV M^ to b? diiTeminaied aaiong the nacjvak: Cad* 
fyeed |the glomus attempt ! Hf« w^ . «a4 flcrer km, 
Ffad IQ yain* 

In the Camaticfomt light of th* gloriotti, g<>fl^e1 ^ 
Chrifl, h^th been lon^ difFufed by the zeaiocia efibm ol 
the Dant& tni(Ik)n^ries frorn Trani^u^bar ; abd a itw 
faithful foreign Lutheran mrnifters^ continae to laboi' 
with fotne fuccefs in the vicinity of M^dhts, aiid itr (]sie^ 
Tanjoi^e country, fuppprted ,ehie8y , by the ,^ciftjr for 
Propagating the Gofpel in England, At ibcrt^ead off 
Ihefe is that aged and venerab^ fervant of Chrift^ Mr*. 
3varta,* near forty years ago, I think^ tny friend tfi4 
companion at Oxford ; Mr* Geticke, Mr. Jaiuke, and 
one or two more, eahaii{ied with lab9r, adyaoc^ iff 
iigej and going down to the grave, with Utile pro^S 

* This fAotfed U^pi«r, I bear, has ]nft enured Into lib reft« 
iAathor'sia^e.J 
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W^cc^fibrs ammai«d by the fame fptrit. Tkey , are 
ihiQieirant ^a ibiictting frefli and more nutnerqus ftflift* 
flm»,1>ui few hear ibeir call, or Hy to iharc the toUs of 
siiflioniairy fervicc. God. feecn's to have given ibetr 
|Mrejsi€|iing fiKh {'<i)ccer& among the Aativ^s, as Co rendcf 
HBO longer doubtful, that however (iroog the barrietf 
4»bicb the Bramanic cad^ and national manners, andef* 
l^ecially the fiMidtioned immoraluies of the Gentooi, 
m^y have ereded agaJnH the Cofpel of Cbrtft, no oh* 
Aicle 43 infuf ofiountable to zeal and perfeverance. U 
Ood will work, then none can \ciiu They muft indeed 
be fearfully inexcufable who enter not in thehifelveSf 
ftfid thofe who are willing to enter, and devote theirlivet 
mtd Xnhftance to the feryiee they hinder. Where a thou* 
Hnd mi^ooariea would 6od more employment, than 
(heir moft zealous labors could fjulfil, four or five age4 
Qetm^n^ now fia ihe dying embera, and fcareely keep 
ifae ejcpirtng^ame ali^. 

The good Moravians, as I am informed, after abbt. 
f|ye eS^ta tt^^f^ead the gofpel in the Nicobar Iflahds, 
iMid haviog no fiich pr<^pe£t» z^ encourage their flay im 
the Carnatic^are removing their laborers to Europe, t^ 
ke employ^ in more promifing fields of ufel^tnefa ^ 
wnni^ tfae^faeaiben. 

; In what renfraittk of oor weQerh etnpire, efpecially ilia 
Leeward Illanda, the black inhabitants, by which they 
afre chiefly occupied, have lately engaged the attentioa 
of fome faithful fervants of Gbrift ; and been cohfidcr* 
ably evangelised, i^ot by the countenance of govern^ 
ment, 6x the nrinifiry eftablifhed in the Church, which 
is in a flateof fearful negled, but by the voluntary zeal 
of Moravi^n5, and the Weftlcyan MeihodHts. Thcfe 
have nobiy devoted themfelves to the fervice of their 
poor black enffaved brcthreiii whom no man cared for; 
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jand have fuccec4e<J in iJ^e call ^nd poavuftfipfj of maQf 
Uxoufaodi to ib^ Liih a^nd love of Jcfiw Cbritt In ibi^ 
.honoratie fervice none h^vc more diftinguiflicd ih<sk 
philauibropy and fidelity, than the Kcv, Dr. Coke,^ 
principal minilier amoDg the lylctbodills. . * .^ 

A new world hath lately been difcovcrcd,, tod c%, 
plored by Bxjiift navigatprs.. To one rei^ion of which 
>ve have already fent out unhappy cpnyi£t.s ^^<^ )»iih 
the en the cyerlafting gofpel ^ far fo baxh God in his gra^ 
cious providence ordained, that the firtt tciiimouy 
borne in that land of darkn^fs and the fhadow of deaxh 
fl>o|jld be by ibofe faithful witneffes qf Jeffts Chrifl, 
Mr. Johnfon) and Mn Maridjsn. May their labors 
tindle a flame never to be extinguiflied ! and .^any of 
their biicihreo offer thco^felyes on tkis felf-den^yipg-fciv 

.yic? I ^ . . . V 

A nobler attempt to evangelize the iflands inlbc vaft 

Pacific Ocean, hath recently been made by a tbciety 

jfociBi^d by cBtnidefs and others of all denoimn^tibnsy 

K^hp, agr^ekig to merge 4hcir feveral peculfarities in ih« 

©rie facred name of CHRiSTiAw, have united wiibout 

pro&rence of churches orparly, to fend forth falthAil 

inen to preach and teach Jefui Chrift ainong the heft* 

jhep, iki..d to knpw nothing but him. crucified* By the 

.liberal contribjuiions of individuals, .who have foroied 

ihe MiJJicnary SvcuLy^ a fum of tw<5ltfc or thir^i^en tbtMir 

faod pounds was expended in the purcKafc of a Jarge 

y^Qc\ of tbfet hundred tons, conveying thirty niiffion^ 

ries, vitl) five GHers,^ wives to the b/ethreo, and.two Htw 

tie children ; furnifihed %vith every thing needful for one 

pr more feitleinenis ; and to fecure thetn a . IdVorabJc 

,i:cception among the natiyes.: The velfel was navJgajed 

py Qt^u of God, who had man)t of them cmbarkpd fof 
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Jojre of the caufc ; artd consmandeti by that able and 
.fingularly cxtcJlem man, Capt. Wiifon, who had devoi«- 
cd his life and labors to. the lei vice freely ; remouiKing 
all te^i^ard, but ibiit ihelUtnabie one^ the condudiiig lb 
glorious, an uuderiaking. Their 6r(t object wasto vifiic 
Ciuhciie, and the Society Iflandi, as moil frequented 
and beil laiown^and if an opening appeared, co leave 
ihcre our married brethren^ atid the larger part of our 
younger laborers ; to proceed to Tongataboo, aitd the 
Fxiendly Iflaftds, and depofite a few brethren to tjae 
Marqudas, and if there wa& a profpefl of welcome and 
fuccefs, to ^ake a begiitning with two at three of our 
younger brethren : rctur-oing by Otaheite and Tonga- 
taboo, to fee how owe midionaries fared, and to alcer« 
.tain their fafety and bofpitabie reception aniong the 
lieatben ; proceeding thence to China, for a cargo of 
jtea, in order to cover by the freight fomc poriioo of the 
cxpenfc neccflartly incurred, by jb long and circuitous 
'i.jiavigatiofi^ . 

The eminent fuccefs with wlifch this attempt lias been 
aliended is before the plvblk #t Urge in the firft Mif. 
*£onary Voyage, than which probably there never %as 
aaotber fa fingitJarly favorable* After a courfe of fo 
many tbou&i^d miles, the whole body of milEonaiics 
^a& landed i» the places of iheir feveral defliniaiion, at^ 
^Olahdte, at Tongacaboo, and the Marquefa^, in peifciEl 
biealth ; and the fliip returned by Canton, ^ith a cargo 
©f tea into the port of London, liQ about one and twen-* 
Jty months^ and brought back every leanian in ^s good 
health as Ihe, had received ihem. Not an individual was 
loil in the paflage, no difeafe ever vifixed the crew, nor 
iwas tlie.leaft want of any comfort felt during the whole 
flf the voyage. The name of C?pt, Wilfon, under 
whole cqndu£l and care the ferVice was accompli&ed. 
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lii^tll d^feeod with horjor and reaeiDbrance lalbe l«ir# 

poftcrity, . . ., 

• ■ . ■ • ••• ■ ^ 

Eocouraged by (b promifiDg a b^iniMg^ a iccdnd e;r 
qaipment was immediati:!/ beguni to fireogihen the 
bands of ihofe already letiled^ and to eniaxge the wpik 
iri Giber iflands. Thirty* nine brethren and fiderv ^i^ll 
feven children, chearfuKy entered on the fervice. But 
it bath pleafed God jn his myflerious providence to difp 
appcnnt our expedations, and loexencife our fanb and 
{Mtience* They were captured by a French priyauer. 
as they were entering the harbor of Rio JaniefOi jina 
landed at Monte Video, in the Rio Plaia. From ih« 
French and Spaniards they received the kindeft tr^eau 
inent ; and after unavailing efforts lo reptirchafe their 
f eflet and proceed, they were peroaitted to embark fot 
Rio Janiero, and pafling from thence to Ljiboi^t aref, 
with the exception of three or four detained xfaron^ in^ 
difpofiiion, arrived once more among their friends anil 
brethren in fafety, , < ^ 

Whatevei the final event may be of thcfc endet^i 
vors to evangelize the heathen world, whether thegreal^ 
Head of the Church be pleafed to crowp our labora^ 
with fuceefs,or in his alUrighteoas difpenfatioi|s to frci^-. 
trate our hopes^ the attempt ia Cbriftian^ t^ glorious. It 
is now dempnflrated that a rnifSoU to ihofe diOant atid 
defirable lands is praQicable^iseafy, aad the meant with« 
ip the power of individuals, if zeal for ChriQ, and lovie 
for the fouls of men be not wanting; And fiirely no 
unforefeen difficulties with which we may have to &rag« 
gle, or partial difappointmcnts (hould difcourage us from,^ 
perfevering h fo great a defign, but rather roufe the 
miffionary bjrethren to renewed and more vigorotis eix*^ 
crtions. 
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Advic^csairoffotxi Port JdckfoD at Brftprodocet} more 
iittrdi thacD even theci^ibfc of the DufF iifeir; ult oa 
ihe arrival of difpatchts from the mifTioDai'tes theTii4 
felves, H was found that chough fome of them, alarmed 
with appfehcfiFfioos for. their wive^-^ after they had lived 
ai whole yjear tvithoMt any infult or iajury^ had taken tho 
Ofpartam(y erf the dcpanure.of the J^autilus, >4riciv hadt 
ipiicbed at Otaheite^ to remove to Port Jackfoo, fevenr 
brethren and one woman refttfed to qiik their Raftea } 
«|)4 We. hope are. happily laboHng to advance the great 
objeft of tbeii" niilEon. Nor are thofe who 'have de- 
l^rted. without fome pror{>e6;of berhg'miade inoire u^fefal 
in, the place,, wbiiber ibey have, migrated, than if they 
Ha4 refted where they were placed. God's providential' 
dj^ofaU are all wife^ and his work %\\\ often be more' 
e|&6iuaUy accpmpftfhed, by the fteps which we rcgaf^f 
aui injttrioas^^and tending to the* difappointmehfc of tR& 
objed'we have in view, Perfeftly fure the miffion it: 
Cff Gorf, and under his peculiar care, we reft rn hi» dit 
ppfal as orderifig alt things well ; and patiently wait^- 
and qiiidtly hope.to fee the compleated falvatioh of cur* 
God. ItlshQped that foonthefe faithful and devoted- 
fofvants of the heathen will be vjfited and fl#fen)iihcned 
hfmtn ofai Wkt mind, and the feed of eternal life tak^ 
deeper root^ a^d fpread through air the ifles of tiie Pa- 
cific Ocean. 

Tbefe trrals. of faith ab^te nothing of our profpeSsof 
fuccefsy which were never more promifing. and marc 
loudly call upon us for a3ive and fpeedy efforts 10 re- 
pafr cvety lofs, and increafeourfphere of afciion. Noth- 
ing bas.happehed in the fmalleft manner to t^tfl'en ti e de. 
firabFenefs of this labor of love, or the facility oFiis ex- 
ecution. Wc have given our brethren in the iflinds' 
•u^r ibiemo pledge that we will vifittheai: theii QUims 
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npem at are Wronger xhm ever, and as the ability t>r the 
Society inercafe& Ui all its refourccj?^ no doubt this witt< 
be among their fir ft objeAs. 

But tbey have not eonfined their tifcws to one region 
6fthc heathen world, however great and J>romifing<r» 
They have wtfbed to cmbracieihe habitable globe as far 
9% their means fluall be fotmd adetjuate to their defiret.' 
/.frica, the feat of ferviittde, the region of dafkoef?, and 
thenooft unexplored of a4l the continents^ has efpecially 
attraded the attentions cf the Society. Their ftrft ef. 
forts %ere drrcded through the colony of Sierra Leone, 
to penetrate into the Fowlah country, and communi- 
cate the ^>leffing8 of the gofpel to the imerior, through 
the mediu'm of thefurrotinding nations. EfE^rts to tbi)^' 
purpofc had beeo' mide before by the Wrftleyan 
Methodtftsand the Baptiftd, and failed rather fr-ova the 
infufficiency of the inftranienis, ih«i the rmpraai- 
cability of the attempt. Undrfm;ived by tbefe unfac- 
cefsful attempt?, the London Miffionary Society, in 
cofn}anaion with fimilar focieties at GUfgow^and Eding-* 
faurgh^ determined to fend out fix finale brethren, two' 
from each body to make a renewed effort to introduce 
the gofpel the^p. The climate however has been found 
ff> unfavorable, that ihi> effort alfo has been, in confe- 
qiience of death and indifpofition, rendered abortive^^ 
and only two of the fix miSionaries remain laborini; 
with acceptance in the colony, without any profpefl of 
paffing into the interior country. 

A happier ifrue we truff will attend ou? miffion to 
the Cape of Good Hope, and the country of the Caffres 
and Bofhcmen, which befides the advantage of a more 
gpniar climate, has commenced with more aufpicio^is 
ptofpcQs ; and for which the Lord feemed to have prO'- 
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fided erpecialiy fuitable inftfttmems in I>h \^a4^er* 
k^mp and his affocrates. 

Dr. Vand^rkcmp was a Hc/IIander^ar m^'n of talents^ 
fttid ictiproved inndefftadding^ abarn fifty. He had beent 
bred a phyfician ; b^d ftudfed a confiderabl^ time at 
£dinbi3rgh, as weli as in his native univerfj^ties; be 
fpoke the Etigiifli, f'^ench and Latb languages ; but as 
is loo common with the faculty, he had long ienibraccrf 
the fafliionable philolbphy, and held the <^ts of die- 
ifm. A fingular affliflionin his family, occafroncd by 
ihe fudden death of his wrfe and ohrld, attended by fome 
very particular iaiprcfiions of God's ^im^ engaged bicii 
more deeply and 'feridufly to conGdeiJas ways, and re. 
.view the foundations of his hope, thanne had ever yet 
done. Thfs led him to a careful reperufal of the woiffl 
tof God, and the happy eflPeft was a folid conviQion of 
reveale)} irmh, and real converfion of his bean to Go4 
bur Sdvioun 

He refolved from heticeftjrtb to devote himfelf ^hoL 
Jy to Chtirt, and to the fcrvicc qf men's foul?, and hiii 
heart was j^artrCularly led out to de fire' to communjcate 
the knowledge of falvafioh, to the poor heathen whom 
jfione had cared for. He was for focne time in this ftate 
of mind without a determfned ol^jeft, till he read of tbc 
fife and progrefs ' of the London Miifionary Society. 
He immediately communicated to them the defire of 
his foul to devote himfelf to the heathen. After proper 
enqyrVies into hrs charaQer and abilities, his offer was 
embraced with great delight, and he was invited to EngU 
land, where the interview iffued in the moft cordial wcL 
come of hi^ fervitcs. His native language fitting bim 
peculiarly for the Cape of Good Hdpe and it§ vicinity^ 
ibat was fixed as the place of his deftmation. 
N N 
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On his retorn ta HoHaod^ to fettle hw affairs, in or* 
dcr to embark in the miflionary fervicc^ he took wkli 
bim and circulated in Patch, an addref&from the Lon- 
ck)n Miffionary Society to the fakblul in hi^ own coun- 
try. • This immediately produced the bappieft effe£ts» 
A fociety during his ftay was forrucd at Rotterdam, on 
the fame plan with our own, A correfpondence dpeiv- 
cd, and OUT defignwas not only highly apprc^ved, but 
immediately feconded by the offer of a Dutch miniftcr 
ta accompMy Dn Vanderkcmp, whofe name was Rich, 
erer ; to thefc two of our brethren were joined, and 
they embarked on one of our coovia: {hips, the HiII£* 
borough, to be conveyed to their appointed ftation. 

The diligence, zeal, and intrepidity of our brethren' 
among the convifls, amidft the ravages of death and 
the jail fever, and the bleffed efFeds of their labors 6n 
the living and the dying are before the j^ublic. Tfaey 
prove the power of the*gorple on the moft obdurate of 
mankind. We have juft received the pleafing intellr- 
vgence that on a vi(tt to thefe miferable beings, after our 
brethren had beenXomc time at the Cape, they found the 
fpirit of prayei*and (erioufnefs ftill encreafing among 
them; and in the midtt of all their mifery, they united 
to cry unto God for mercy. Our miffionary; brethren 
al Port Jackfon, will, be very providentially placed to 
culiivaie every gracious impreffion which may remaiu 
^ on their minds at their ariivaU 

The bleffing of the Lord on the labors of thefe mif- 
.fionaries at the Cape hath been as Angular. They have 
appropriated fouFyevenings in a week to the inftruftion' 
of the flrives, who attended them in great numbers, and 
refpeSing whom Dr. Vanderkemp cxpreffes himfof in 
the Itrongeft terras of confidence, th^t they have beeiv 
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baptifed with the Holy Ghofl, though 4h« regulations 
efiabtifhed, it feeme, at the Cape, forbid them to be 
admitted co the Chriftian riiic of baptifm, ai) obftfudion 
i^hich afluredly our huoiane aod Chritiian jjoverfiracnt 
iviiS not fail, on application, to remove. 

B«t the moft pleafiog ta-ait attending this miflion » 
jthe earned application 'ffom the rood lavage of all the 
tribes, the Bojlumen^ to obtain one of our brethren to 
teach them the knowledge of the true God. Whilft 
they vere delifeeradngonthc fubjedi, and had detcrmin, 
ed to decline the fervice, as likely to interfere with tht 
Caffre niiflioh, for whkh preparations had been roade ; 
three of the Boiheinen chiefs themfelves tame to thfc 
Cape, and cleaving to our brethren, 'would not leave. 
Ihem, till one of ihem had protbifcd to accoropan^- them 
to the Sofhemen nation,- whither be has proceeded, we 
hope, with a companion from the Cape, or one of our 
Dutch brethren. ** 

A miffionary focJety indituted at the Cape, under 
the title of the , South African Miflionary^ocieiy, is tbfi 
fifft fruits of our brcthrens'cxertiohs, and of the ad* 
drefs fent frotnthe tnifSonary Society to the inhabitants 
at the Cape. Their commencement is mofl aufpicious, 
and the fubfcripiion confiderable, one lady havitig giv- 
en fifteen ihoufand 8o»ins, Jt manifefts that.God'a 
^irit is moving on the hearts of men, throughout the 
whole Chrf flian worid, and that the long dormant fpir- 
it of zea) begins to be awakened to vigorous exeriioosj 
for fhc I^edeemer's glory, and the falvalion of the fouli 
of men. 

AH the preparations were ready for the journey of 
the imffianaries to'tlic Caffres and the .Bofixemen, wbea 
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ihe loft *dirpatch was (eD| : the govemmeitt moft kjndljr 
favoring, and ihe farmers ivaiting with teams and oxen 
to convey the brethren id the pbces «f their de(lioatio|i^ 
May this foialt beginnin^tbro^gb the divine benedic^* 
tion, be foito«ied wiib great Jncreafe ! Never in our 
lime did Africa ieem to open a more promifing door of 
entrance to the heathen. The mtilionary pubiicationt 
on ihi^ fubjed i^ill be r^ad with thankfulnefj^ and d^^ 
light. • ^ .....-- 

WiK ivifibed to vifit our vaft poffefEons in the Eaft, 
^nd to carry thelight of the gofpel to the iViahomedaii 
and Bramanic k^S', bt^t obOacks in our way, before} 
fioted, prevented our intentions. One Tnat) alone bai 
JDeen ep>plo}ed to gain information of the iru.e (late of 
things oij the fppt, and to inftrufcl u$ whether there, of 
in any of the adjoinjng nations, fuch profpefts open, a| 
wou)^ epjp outrage auernptc %p eyangeiize ch^c regiod o( 
the world. We Have hcafd of his fafe arrival* " 

One folit^ry lahorer alfo has b^n difpatched io the 
)jtt!e iQand c^l^ilingate, near Newfoundland, at th^* 
earneft requettof ihe inhabitants, from whom we havij 
received tidings of his wjclcpme i^ind eorogijentreQiept of 
labors. v 

Tbefe arc the aQiial eflForts which have b^en cpade, 
pnd Hiir greater are in the intention of the (ocicty, fo|r 
which adequate, preparations are makihg. The Sand- 
wich Iflands, the Marquefa^, and the Society lflands| 
ycre.io have rcceiyeti a new bp(|y of miflipr>aries with* 
out delay. 7 he affliflive circumftances which havj 
happened, may for a while reiard thepurpofes of the (o* 
f iety : but they continue vigoroufly a6tlve to r<?>air 
iiiie brcacli, and prpyide both perjpps gnd proyjfiofi [of 



Digitized by 



Google 



C^v^T. !».] THE CHUROa DF CHBLIST. ^s 

t^eaccompiiihineDt of their original deiigiu The bc'iTM 
5>Fglor.y are ijfually (rained up in ihe^fchool of advcrfi- 
ty, and to ihofc who have read the A&p of the «Apoftles^ 
Z fcries of fuffe rings and difappoiotfBeQts bayc beeii 
^cn ro iflbe in the iioal fiKceis of the ^ofpcl ; foUy 
pcrfuaded that it is the Lorjd's work, v/c Jook up and 
go foiwarxi. Duty is our&T-evcnis are bis, : ' 

It is a pleafing trait to remark, hoyr pordial an intef^ 
eft the faithful brethren in all ]a,nd$ have taken in thefq 
feeblq ^efforts' of miflionary labor ; and bb>y lil^crally 
£oa)e focieties andik individuals have tranfmiited thcic 
gifts to our treafury. Correfpbndentjs froin Sweden* 
Berlin, Balil, Zuric^j, Rotterdam, Franckfort, Eau 
FriefTand, Xixfatia, New-York, Connefiicut, and oihet 
places, have conveyed lo jus iheir warmefl and mod af. 
fedionate wifiiei for oqr fuccefs ; united vith us in ouc 
flated. feafom of prayer ; and in feveral places formed 
aflbciatioQs to pronwte the. famt obje^s, and to provide^ 
the means for running the fame race of miflionary zeal. 
May He wbo baih the lefidue of the ^rit,poui: it forth 
q^re abumiantly upon us all i tt^. 

Ovr iranfatlantic brethren profefs to luYn their at*- 
t^ntion particularly to the Indian nations, in the interims 
or of thai vaft continent ; and, indeed, a wide field o^^ 
pens from^the .Alleghany mountains to' the Oiores of the 
north weflern coafl, which will require their moft vig^ 
9rous efforts. Could we fome day fo far ]«ioceed as to 
'afcefid,^be jppiumbia river, and form a miflion on ks 
banks, it i& not out of hope^ that the found Ibould reach 
the interior, and fpreac} till the undulations on eiiher 
fide meet, and form one concert of praife. Js any 
ihing impoITible with God ? 
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Bat Whatever retardiheDts nay make the iicart £ck 
vfkh hope <)eferred) or whatever difficulties obfim^l th^ 
execution of the. pjrefeni cflbrti, in this or iome fuc« 
ccedfOg ^enexation) the work (halt he done with ef&ca. 
cy : for the heathen are given to the Saviour for bis 
ifiberkaiice, and the uimoft pacts of the eartfa far his pof^ 
felBon* Happy and honored are tliofe^ whom iieihatt 
• deign to employ as inftrurpenu ip. the aocooipiiQimeiil 
of hi^ glorious deiigos r 

I have coikded the chief traits of ihe lateft tniflionary 
tabors thss iummarily together, a^d highly tkank^ 

' ^a\}ld I feel, if I (hall be able to record the prdgrefii 
of a work fo happily begun. No drcumftancp of the 

. prefebt day bears a more aufpicioos a^>eft on the erec« 
tion and increafe of the Church of the U^iog-<}^od. In. 
deed, in this eventful period, it b not a little revivingy 
amidft all the prevailing defoktionsand «ngo<^ioe:& a^ 
souod, tjQ fee the mor^iing' thus fprea4 upoh tbe jboiso-* 
tains^andio hope for the rifing glories ^of ike fan cf 
lighteoufneii^ to^refiew the face of the eartb. The 
Church of tl^i^ormed will, I believe, be «be dis^jns 
and favored murument in this fervice, wheq God the 
Spirit fhall revive his work in the msdft of the ywrs ; 
and I look especially to my native land for this fet vice ; 
nerfuaded that we are yetpreferved to be ibe heFsids of 
the evcrlading gofpei, unto tbe ends of the earcli. 

But I reMkrn from the other quarters of At globe 
to Europe, and the nations of the p^Ki^ed religiiW 

there. 
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GREAT BRlTAIxV. 

Among the cbief oFtbe nalions, ftan<]Mhi« long atidf 
greacl/ favored ifle^ wbe? c, fince the gofpel was Bt9l 
preached aisong us^ Acdx^ctly^ ever has tbere been a£ 
time, when it more ran and wa» glari6ed, than at the 
prefent.. It is the joy of every faithful hcatt to Igok 
around) and aeiidfi every dark and dreary profpefi^ to 
behold a, mighty fptM ftirredi up, to rrnkt the name of 
Imoiaofiel koown and gionfied in the earib. 

It nuflt be ackjQowledged aad deplored, for a. greac 
part of this centtiry, that the &me decIenGons from the 
purity of the faith, and the ppwer of fpiritual religion, 
had notarfced the Reformed, as well as -the Lutheran 
Cbttrcb ; and our own fhared deeply in the general de-> 
cay* Literattire, indeed, never advar>ced to a higher 
fuflfitoit. The commencement of this^^tury has been 
CftUed the Augufiah age, when purity cM^ added the ' 
mod pcrfeft polifh to deep eriidition, as well as the bci-- 
ies User's. A Newton, an Addifan, need only be men- 
t^ned, out of a tboufand others, whofc work^ will be ad- 
mired to the latefl pofteriiy ; and afford thenobleft fpe. 
cimens ii| the Englifli language. I would conceal, if { 
could, names of a later date, a Hume, a Gibbon, he. 
cattfe, wtth^^ ail their admitted attainments and excel- 
lence, their writings contain the concentrated virus of 
infidelity, couched under the mod able faculties, and 
moft engaging ftilc. They are the enemies of my God, 
but 'his crofs will prevail. This age has been lingular^ 
ly philofophic ; big with difcoveries in all the hidden 
recefiei of nature y and as pregnant of every abominai 



Digitized by 



Google 



i^ IMPARTIAL HISTORY OF .fp£»,^. 

lion. The pride of wifdom, and the rage of reaibniog 
have furninoncd revelation to their unhallowed bar, and 
condemned it^ Inrenfibility to God, and. xarcleffncis 
about a judgen>eni lo come, no longer believed or fear- 
ed, have opened the flood-gates to ungocJiincfs. Infi- 
delity and fcepifcifm, refpedirig an eternal World, have 
given importance to the prefent; and muiriiudes ap^ 
pear in haite to fcize their portion, and to enjoy the 
gratiScatrons of the bead, while they live, expeSing, as 
the beaft,* to dic^ Hence diffipatron of every kind bars 
burd m as a 'fl^od ; and though I know not tbat our 
morals are more openly vtcious than formerly, the gen*- 
erai departure from all Religious principle is glaringly 
evidetit, in the oniverfal* negleS of «ll divine ordi- 
nances J hardly the decencies "of rdigion or vpotftiip 
continue to be maintained^ 

In thip cdmmencement of this centary, the Cburcfi 
was chiefly governed, and filled, by the latittidinarian 
divines ; whofe moral writings, however able and in- 
genious, rend^Md the peculiar do3rines of the gofpel 
unfaflHona hill Wand as they had thenvCelves drank deep 
into the Arminian tenets, 1 wonder not to hear tbc 
great Archbifhop Tiibtfon declare of the Atbanafian 
creed; that " he wifhed we were well rid of it," Sucb, 
indeed, was the general idea of the age^ tbat it contained 
articles too triniiarian, too evangelical, and tqo unchar- 
itable, according to their apptehenlions of divine truth. 
Hence, though all our fublcriptions were ftrongly Cal- 
viniftic, and, as Bifhop Burnet owns, ihb is., the true 
and natural fenfe of the Church and its articles ; yet 
they came to be called articles of peace ; were to be 

♦ One hardly knows' how to reconcile this, with an obfcrvatida 
joft made. It mull be underftood in a qaaiified coiiftrtt^ioav 
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interpreted with a confidcrable latiiude ; and, m ftort 
admitted, in whafever fenfemcncbofc to receive itcca: , 
^ fuppofition To difingendous, that, ihpiligh (:ountenahc« 
td by general concurrence, it can never alter the na- 
ture of the ihfftg, or inak6 it lefs falfe and byplocriticalt 
however numerous the bddy oTtbe hctefodb>i: and ?rrni«^ 
ian clergy, and hbwevcf few the reformed, o;^ Ciilvin- 
iftic. Nothing, indeed, can be farther from truth, tbaA 
the reprefentation made by Mofheim, that the RtJormtA 
Church iiV general,' ai^d the Church of England m partic. 
alar, " receives info its b6f6m AfminiansandCalviniftif, 
Supralapfariafts, Stftfapfariam, and Univerfalijls, with- 
out adhering ftridlfy to creeds and can fe (Sons." Th6 
▼ery reverfc is the cafe : the fame original , creeds and 
confeflions remam unchanged ; nor is it in the power of 
the Church, or its miniflers, to make th<i tealt ahcra- 
fion, without ah aft of Parliament. They muft be fub- 
fcribed ex anmo^ and taken in no other fenfe exprtjslv^ 
ih^n iht titttal zrid grcrkmaticdl^ according to the fir ft 
inflitmioh ; and whoever a&s others ile, betrays the 
fights of confcience to convenfencc. That this is fre- 
quently, nay, generally done, makes ihc|i aJteration in 
the dairies of the Church, and only adds to the crimihali- 
Hy, by the exan>p!e bf general depravity. 

The concealment ^nd neglefl of thcdiflingiiifliingpe- 
euJiarities of Chrittianity, as if their defenders them- 
felves were afraid to produce them, gave efpccial bold- 
frefs to the infidels; and as the tolerating genius of the 
rimes admitted an uncorttrouled liberty of the prefs,, it 
fwarmed with publications of the moft pernicious ten- 
dency, mod congenial with th6 general corruption of 
manners, and at the fame time molt highly conducive to 
^read the prevailing impiety and profligacy. England, 
though net fingular, ranks aniong the iuft in the fe pie** 
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daOlons. A CoUiqs, a Tind^l, a Morgan, and a Chubb, 
with the ftill farther advaaced in atbeinii, a Mandeville, 
a ToUnd, and a Woolfton, improved upon the noble 
authors of the former age, and opened the doors of the 
temple of infidelity wider ; as indeed wa'S needful, to 
ad nit the crowd that fought to take (belter there, from 
the threatnings of revealed truth, and the uneafinefs of 
a guilcy confcience. 

Through the moralifls in the pulpit, and the deifts isi 
the prefs, Chriflianity was reduced to a very enaaciat* 
cd figure. Even the diffenters,- who affedcd greaterr 
puricy of xeligion, had drank deep into the general a. 
poftacy, and funk into a worldly, carelefs fpirit. The 
Prefbyterians, efpccially, diverged into the errors of A- 
rianifm ; and as their minifters loft the life of religioii 
in their own fouls, their congregatipns dwindled, and eau 
Cly entered the vortex of conformity, and got rid af in» 
abilities for the magiftracy, and a fort of reproach that 
repelled them from the circles of falhion. The Indc-^ 
pendents were few, and little attended to y thought 
nmongft them ^tht founder doftrines were maintained, 
but in general too cold, and dead hearted ; and the 
Baptifts hardly had a name. The Quakers,. left to their 
filent meetings, were declining and forgotten ; and the 
.other feds funk into infignificance. 

The pid diftinftion between high and low Church 
was not yet abolifhed, though the latiiudinarian doc 
trines, .and the new bifbops, who bad the great weight 
in the fcalc, were far predominant ; embraced ail prot- 
clients as their brethren ; admitted true churches might 
.fubfift without epifcopacy ; and therefore more cordial- 
ly received the diffenters, and. formed very kind friend* 
Ihips and correfpondencies with ifie ingenuous of every 
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denomination. 'But there M^ere bigots wf.o regarded 
their brethren with abhorrence ^ iuppofed they i^ad 
neither miniftry, nor facraments, and belonged to no 
Ch-urch : fcbifmatics, and in mortal error. Thefe par. 
ticularly revived at the latter end of Que^n Ann's 
reign, when the cfy, that the Church was in danger, was 

made a handle to bring in atory miniftry ; 
AN. 171O. and that contemptible creature, Sacheverel, 

became of importance. The Queen, more 
partial to her popifh brother, ihan to the diiiant Hano- 
ver family, and rather wifhing the throne to defcend id 
her own blood, encouraged the high Church part>^ as 
always ttJoU friendly to Popery ; and had her Hfe bctn 
prolonged, and the intrigues of the toty miniftry f^celH 
ful, another popifli King would have been intruded 
on the nation, and welcomed by the high Church and 
nonjurors, always partial and attached to the exile fam- 
ily, and neceffarily lb from their principles of indefeafi- 
ble right ^and npn-refiftance— a glorious Providence 
once more refcued the land from thefe' traiterous de- 
frgns. The infidel Bolingbroke, confcious of his cor- 
rcfpondences, fled : and the famous Bifliop Atterbnry 
was impeached for his dete6lcd iiurigacs with jamc>'j 
the abdicated exile. 

An. 1714. With the Houfe of Brunfwick the liberty 
of the country flood confirmed ; and all who diffcnied 
from the Church, fatisfied with a liberal toleration, ap- 
proved themfelves faiihTuI friends to the nev* d)nafty : 
for the diftance of relation tp the throne made it an a£l 
ofeleHion, rather than hereditary fucieffion : a knd of 
parliamentary giant to that Houfe, as Pr^tcftantj,, and 
nearell in blood ; and as affording the bappiefl profpetl^ 
of maintaining the liberties of the country. Witl; this^ 
all the high Church party were greatly diffati^eJ^ and 



Digitized by 



Google 



S^ I JrlPARTI AL HISTORY C^f fPti, p 

em|)loy^4 ^^^'^^ uimoll power and art to foiaaent repeated 
rebellions a^ainli the tioufe of Brunfwick ; t;>ut happi- 
ly their machinaiioDs were defeated, and their rebellions 
quafhed, with the puniOin^ent due to thofe who were 
}ound engaged in theoj. As the diffeoicrs appioyed 
ibemfelves ftrong friends to government, ibey cnjoyc^d 
jTavor > and being excluded froin all lucrative prefer- 
ment in the Cbur^bs ^^^ prime uiinij^er wiihed to re. 
vard them for their loyalty ; and by a retainmg fee, 
prefervc them fteadfaft^ A confiderablc fu^ iheri^forc 
;«vafi annually lodged with the heads pf the great divif- 
ions, the Prcfbytf rians, the Jndependents, and the Bap* 
liiis, called, regium donuvi, the royal bounty, tp be di(« 

tri^buted ainong th^ more necefpious minif- 
AN. 1739. tcrs of their fcver^l congregations, accor(|- 

ing to ihe difcretion of a number of princi- 
pal miniQers of thefe denominations, wiih whom this gift 
vas en^uIJLed^ and by whom it is annually diyide(|* 

The rifing profpcrity pf the padon, with increaiing 
wealdi and commerce, as thefe things ufually do, tcn^^. 
cd to increafc the corruption of the jcingdom. And 
morals, though a (Ironjjly ipc.ulcatc4> woefully decayed. 
A word, called ^^^np^^/w, was fupppfed tocootajnalj; 
excellence, and therefore .more affefted than any thing 
bcCde ; thouglj, in facl, a greater folecifp cannot b£ 
l.nagi»>ed, th^n an immoral patriot. Between contcftf 
for power, thirft for riches, and inordinate loye of plea*-' 
/ i'ure, the nation fynk down into corruption, and the 
' Church erefied a feeble barrier ag^inft the faljiionable 
purfiiits. All its great preferments were beftowed tp 
fecure friends to adminiftr-iiion ; whatever prime min- 
ifter preyail^, the prelatical bench looked up to their 
.creatpr with devotion and affiduous attention. Th^- 
iif? aijd ppwcr of ^odlinefs fell to a very low ftanfj^d^ 
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only ber^ and there an individual cleaved to the faitfe 
Cnce delivered 10 the iaiiita, and dajed to be lingular* 

An. 1 7 29. It J^vas in this i^ate of torpor and depar- 
iure from truth and godlinefi*, that at Oxfoid, one of 
cur univcrfuits, a fc\v, chiefly )o.ung men, began to 
feel the deplorable fpiritual ignorance and corruption a^ 
round chcna. They were c<>nfcious lonieihing ought to 
be doAe to revive a fenl^c of religion in principle and 
praftice, from the decay into whirh it was fallen : they 
jffcre convinced men of Gpd and miniftcrs.of (he fanc^ 
tuary, ought to lead very different liycs frdpa any ihing 
they obfe^vcd^at college, 

John and Charles Wcfley, the firft, and inoft diflin^ 
guiftied leaders in this revival of evangelical truth, wer^ 
brothers : the one fellow of Lincoln College, the other 
jftudent of Chnft Church. Their father, a rcfpefiablc 
clergyinafi at tpw^nh, in J.incoli)fliire, was of ibe high 
Church parly, and h^id educatad bis fons in his own 
principles. Jphn, the cldeft, took the lead, and at the 
firft appeared vaftly difppfcd to inculcate every rigorous^ 
inonification, far beyond the pra£iices of that day, an4 
fomet^ines approaching the penances of popery. . 

With thefc affociated a number of other fludcnts, 
whofe minds were Cmilarly affcCled. Mr. Ingham^ 
Mr. Whitfield, and }At. Harvey, were afterwards partic. 
ularly diliinguiflied. They all entered irto folemn en. 
gagements with each other, to le^d a flrifler life of ho, 
linefs and felf- denial than tbey had e^ver yet done, and 
to leparaie from every thing unbecoming their charafier^ 
jas Chriflians or miniflers. They agreed to meet fre- 
quently together at each other's rooms for prayer and 
i:|ieading the Scripture ; to keep fiated tioies of failing, 
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aod to receive tbc communion every Lord's day : t'**y 
vificcd the prifons and the fick ; tbcy fought out ^nd 
relieved diftreffed objefis ; and by thefe and other par- 
ticularitks, attended by an uncommonly fanftiniOBious 
ifeportment, ibcy rendered themfelves very notorious in 
♦he Uaiverfity, and acquired the name of Methodists. 

A* they all fet ottt with profefEon of ftrifl adherence 
to the Church of England, the diftingoifhing .tenets of 
fier articles and homilies were particularly enforced by 
them : and as this was utterly unlike the manner of 
preaching, vvhich then cbiefly obtained, they attraCled 
vcty nuaierous audiences ; and tWeir lively manner of 
addrefs^ as well as the matter of their difcourfes, exceed, 
iogly Rrack the hearers with their novelty, as well as 
importance. They became flill more popular, after 
their return from Georgia, whither zeal for the gofpel 
had carried them. And nothing awakened greater at- 
leniian to their preaching, than their quitting the univier- 
fal habit of reading their fermon^ from a book, without 
any animation, and addreffing extempore difcourfes to 
the congregations where they miniftered. 

The multitudes which followed ihem were m'uch af- 
fe6ied —a great and viGble change was produced in the 
minds of many. The attention paid to thefe minifters, 
and the bleffing evident on their labors, roufed them to 
increafing vigorous exertions. They were always at their 
work, preaching wherever they cotlld procure admit- 
tance into the churches ; and not a little flattered by 
the pofpularity attending their miniftrations. They muft- 
have been more than men, if ihey had not been fo. 
Some wild-fire could hardly fail to mingle with the fa- 
cred flame — whilft the aoifc tbey raifed by their preach- 
iiJg was inconceivable. ' 
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At firft ihey appeared uoited in fentiment ; but they 
bad not long labored,, before it was evident they diSei>- 
ed in the points vhich have occafi^oned fo rukIi difpute* 
Mr. WeQev, the father of Methodifm, with bis brotlrcr, 
and thofe of bis opinion, leaned to the Arinif»iaa doc- 
trine — flrong againft irrefpeQive decrees, but firmly 
maintaining the /all and its fonfequences^ the ?!ecej[/iy of 
juflification byjaith alone^ and the operations of ttic 'Holf 
Ghojl^ to produce all righteoufnefs and true bolinefs : 
hut they taught withal the univerfality of Chrift's redemp- 
tion, and the offering of his body, alike for thofe who 
arc loft, as for thofe who are faved : and in point ofjree-^ 
will they fuppofcd, though flill as a gift of grace, that 
every roan had /ow€ powers of will within the fphere of 
his own exertion, which firft led to converfion — ihat tbc 
benefits of Chrift's redemption extended to thq(e who 
had never heard of his nanae — that by improving the 
nieafure of light and grace within him, every man migf-^ 
be faved — ^but that no man could be fure of perfevertng 
in grace : and, that in poflibility, notwiihftancfing what 
Chrift hath don^ and fiiffered, all might rcjeQ the rem- 
edy provided, and perilh eternally. 

Mr. Whitfield, Mr. Harvey, and tbofe who united 
with them in fentiment, held the articles of the Church 
in the fenfe ufually termed Calviniftic ; and which aa 
ingenuous enquirer can hardly hefitate to confefs was 
the fenfe of the compilers. Though in age Mr. Whit- 
field was younger than the Wefleys, in zeal and fabors 
he had no fup(?rior ; his amazing exertions are well 
known ; and the effeds of them were prodigicHis 
through the whole land. He confined not his miniftry 
lo England — Scotland enjoyed the benefit of his viiiLs^ 
and furniftied innumerable evidences of the power with 
nrhich he fpake ; nor were bis efforts reftriQed to Brit- 



Digitized by 



Google 



204 IMPARTIAL HISTORT Of [Pbr. j. 

»tn, but extended tcf America ; whither the Mr- WeCi- 
leys hadfirtl led tbe>ay. I mean not to enter on a life 
fi> well drawn up by Dr, Gillies. Suffice ii to . obfervc, 
that by the labors of thefe,indcf:iiigaWe men, a flood of 
gofpel light broke upon the nation^ At firft they were 
wholly confined to the Church of England, as their at- 
tachment te it bv education was ftrong : and ha'd they 
been fi?ced in any fettled ftation, they bad not improba- 
Ny lived and dicd^ good mien, ufef'jl mcn^ but unnotic. 
ed and unknown — a feries of providences had deGgned 
them for greater and more cxienfive lifcfulnefs* The 
churches growing unable to contain the crowds which 

flocked afier them. Mr. Whitfield firft, at Brif- 
AN. 1739^ lol, refolved to vifit and preach to the wild 

colliers in the wood, who had feldom attend- 
ed any worfhip : and his fi^nal fuccefs am;jng M^»», ea- 
couraged his perfcvering efforts. On his return to Lon- 
don, he ufed the fame meatis oFfield.preaching, at KcnL 
nington Common, and Nfoorfields, being now generally 
trxcluded from the churches ; to which he bad himfclf 
iomcwhat contributed, bv perhaps too fcverc animadver- 
"Sons oti the clergy, as well as the envy and difguft that 
his fmgalar popularity had occafioned. 

?Jror were Sir. John Wettey and his brother Charles 
Tefs zealouffy employed, but alfo took the field, and 
preached every where. The congregations under the 
canopy of heaven were prodigious : fometimes, indeed, 
riotous and infulting, but in general folemn and at^ 
temive. By thefe labqrs multitudes were daily added 
to the chUrch of fuch as fhbuld be faved« 

Hitherto the principal leaders, though aCling indc-, 
pendent of each other, had mSiintained apparent fellow- 
fliip ; but the difference of their featimeni* refpetting 
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the doQrihes of predeftinatio^ and grace, begin (of 
awaiken unpl^cafant difputcs, \«hich were carried oo fomc-. 
iimes with too much afp'eriiy. / Yet ike corruption of 
human nature^ jujlijicalion by fqiih aloiie^ and ihtiuctjju 
iy of a divine change of hearty by the power cF the Holy 
Ghoft : thefe fandamental truths^ both profefTed zeaL 
Qufly to hold and leach; nor did the diviGon which 
followed between thetn, retard the progrefs of the work.* 
They parted, indeed^ Hkc Paul and Barnabas; but the 
extent of the fphere of their ufefuh^efs was thereby en- 
larged. Unable to fuppiy the numberlefs places and 
congregations collefted by their labors with a regularly 
ordained mriniftry5 they each- affoGiated with themfelvci 
lay preachers, the beft informed and quaiified, whom 
they could find ; and thus multiplied ihemfelves over 
the face of tbe ti^hole land. Their affociates encreafcd 
by thoufands, and their miniftry was bleffed to the great 
revival of religion wherever they itinerated. 

This immenfe body of Mclhodifti* from the difference 
6f the doflrities each maintained refpcQing the decrees 
of God, and free-will, neceffarily divided inio two fep» 
a rate commtrnions, the Calvinifiic and Arminian ; both 
of them profeffed predrlcQion to the Church, and did 
not at all ob}e6i to epifcopal government as a church 
order >. but neceffitated, from the fituation in which 
they were placed, to prefcrve the congregations wbich 
tbey had col!e6te3 and formed into . religious focieiiesr, 
the great leaders, Wcfley and Whitfie'd^ appointed for 
their fpiritual ediftcation^ local and itinerant preachers, 
-to coofirm their faith, and ir>creafc their numbers r 
themfelves continuing the apoftotic plan of itinerancy^ 
and vifitihg in rotation the churches which their minify 
try had raifed. Men more laborious than thofe princiii 
pal pcrfoas were, fince the apoftles' days wiil h^idl^ ^ 
P p 
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found* • They repeatedly travelled pver a fpacc more 
'than the circumference of the globe ; wherever theji^ 
inoved they were as a ffatne of fire, and left a train of 
evangelical light behind them* They were in preach^ 
ing unwearied, two, three, and four times a.day j and 
this often in places many miles diftant from each other ; 
and notice having been previoufly given of their com. 
ing, thoufands awaited and vvelcomed them, heard ibem 
triih reverence, and received them as angels of God, 
Thus immenfe congregations were formed through all 
parts of the kingdom, efpecially in the great maiiufac- 
turing towns, among the iin-mi»es, an<l the collieries;' 
The agorregate'amount of auditors miift have been ievl 
cral hundred thoufand, as the preachers themfeiyes, in' 
Mr. Wefley's conneftion alone, in Europe and Ameri- 
ca, amounted. If I am rightly informed, at one time to 
^bout five hundred itinerant, and four thoufand locat 
preachers. AlUhefc continued occafionly to communi. 
caie with the Church of Engfand, their original fource;, 
though they more frequently held communions among 
themfelves ; and received the elements from thofe min. 
ifters of the Church of England, who were in feUowfliip? 
with the Methodifis, or fervcd among them. And on 
the whole tliey appeared to give a decided preference to 
the ordinance,as adnliniftered by the Prefbyters of the fef- 
tablilhed Church ; but their modes of procedure bcingf 
charged as irregular, they had every difcouragement 
from the heads of the Church, and no hope of a fettle. 
mcnt in it. Hence having erefted places of worfhip of 
ihcir own, and being no bigots to church government, 
they by degrees became more feldom occalional com- 
municants in their parifli churches, and confined them* 
felves to their own rninifters and places of worfhip* 
Yet for a long while they were verv reluftant to appear 
to feparate from the Church eflabliibedj and to thi«daf 
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% apprehend the great body is epifcopalian ; and.prcfcx 
that mode of governme;)t in its ancient fimplicity, to tte 
prefbyterian or independent model. 

At the time the Meihodifts arofe, all <be various de- 
jQominationa of diflenters from }he eftabiifhed Church 
jbad fuffered a gr^eat decline from eyangeiicai principles 
and real godlinefs ; and fame much more than other3, 
pariiculariy the Englifli Pre&yterians. But maDy b^- 
iDg awakened and revived by the labors of the itine- 
jcant evangcliftsv cfpcciJ^lly thofe of Mr. WhitfielJ, a 
fpirit of renewed godlinefs returned in feveral congre- 
^ gationS) and their fiated paftors were roufed to greater 
zeal and aClivity. The diOenters of all denomifiaiiorw 
thus evidently profited by the flame originally kindled 
|)y the minifters bred in the eftabhflied Church. Froffi 
their itinerant and moft aWc helpers, decaying congro. 
gations invited paftors to fettle over them ; new life 
was thus infufed into the torpid roafs. A multitude of 
churches arofe among them, where there bad bew 
none before. The Independents efpecialjy profi^ 
hereby, as moft of the newly formed focietjes preferred 
the congregational ibodel to the Prefbyierian. Not 
that^thefe, paftors were fuch independents by education 
or principle^ as to have any radical obje6lious, at leail 
many of thetix, to the forms or order of the eftabliflied 
Church, but being excluded by what was branded s^s 
Methodifm, from any profpcft of admittance ipto ch^ 
miniflry there^ they readily confented to prefide over 
the churches which called them to the pailoral office ; 
and thus alfo the Bapiifts as well as the Ind^pendenu 
have greatly enlarged their pale by fimilar acctflions. 

Thefe itinerant preachers were men of lively anij 
popular talentsj and though not bre^ in the fchooU of 
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lhc prophets, were often, endued wiih great eloquence. 
Some pf the more learned among the diffcnters regard^ 
ed ihem indeed with a jealous eye, and Felt moitiiied s^t 
the preference given to perfous neither poffeffing the 
knowledge of languages, nor initiated into the mytteries 
offcientific liierature ; but their numerous audiences 
belpgkc the favor of the people- And without the 
advantages of an education for the niiniftry, they have 
not been dcftitute of excellent gifts for the ufe of edify- 
ing. They were in general men of good natural under- 
fid.'djng, well read in the fcripturcs of ibeir mother 
tong'je, the chief book indeed which they ftudicd. They 
were experimentally acquainted with the great and fun^ 
damenul truths of religion ; they poffeffed a natural 
faculty of elocution, increafed by the habit of frequent 
preacliing. And what fecmed infinitely fuperior to all 
toe reft, they appeared deeply affeded with the. truih$ 
which they delivered ; and as exemplary in their walk 
, and converfation, as laborious in the work of the minif. 
try ; evidently delighting in the fervice, as iheir firft 
and beft wages. 



*:.o" 



Whilfl thefe eminent revivers of evangelical iruth, 
Meffrs, Wcfley and Whitfield, wkh their affociite*, 
were thus proceeding with increafing zeal in their fcv- 
cral fphcrcs of ufcfulnefs, the great head of the Church 
was pleafed to raife up another fingular perfonage, who 
contributed exceedingly to enlarge the pale of what 
was called Methodifin, and to (Irengthen the hands of 
ihofe who labored in the work of God our Saviour. 

The noble and eleft Lady Huntingdon, bad 
lived in the higheft circfe of fafhion ; by birth a daugh. 
icr pf the Houfe qf Shirley, by marriage united with the 
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Earl of Hantipgdon^ boilr bearing the rc^ya! arois of 
EnglaAd, as defcendanis from hci ancient inonarchs. 

In very early infanGy^ when only nine years old, the 
fight of a carpfe about her own age conveying to the 
grave, engaged her 10 aticiid the burial. Yhere thefi.ft 
imprcflions of deep ferioufoefs about an etern^il world 
laid bold on her confcience : and with many teat's,, {he 
cried earneflly to God on the (pot, that whenever he 
fliould be pleafed to take her away, he would deliver 
her from all her fears, and give her a happy depar- 
ture. She often afterwards vifiied the grave, anxl always 
prcferved a lively fenfe of the affeSing fcene. 

Though no views of evangelical truth had hitherto o^ 
pened on her mind, yet even during her juvenile days, 
file frequently retired for prayer^ to a particular clofet 
mbtre fte fliould not be obferved : and in all her little 
troubles fbund relief in pouring out her requefts unto 
God. When Ihe grew up, and was introduced into the 
world, {he continued to pray that file might marry in(<^ 
a ferious family. None kept up more of the ancient 
dignity and decency than the houfe of Huntingdon. — 
With the head ofthat family flie accordingly became a^ 
nitcd. Lady Betty and Lady Margaret H^fiings, his 
Lordfliip's fillers^ were women of finguiar excellence. 

In this high eftate {he maintained a peculiar feriouf- 
liefs of cbndu^. Though fometimes at court, and vif^ 
iting in the higher circles, fhe took no pleafure in the 
fafhionable follies of ihe great. In the country {he was 
the lady, bountiful aiBong her neighbors and ciftpendents ; 
and going li^U about to ellablifli her own rightcoufnefc, 
|be endeavored by prayer and fading, and alms'^deed^^ 
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to commend herfclf to ih.c favor of the moll High an4 
rood Holy. 

The zealous preachers, wbp had been branded wul| 
ibcname of Methodiftsj had now awakened great auen- 
lion in the 1 iid. Lady Margaret Haflings happening 
to hear theoi, received the truth as it i^ in J^fus frooi 
their mtniflry ; and was (otnc years after united with the 
excellent Mr. Ingham, one of the firft laborers in thijj 
ptentious harveft. ConverCng with Lady Margaret one 
gday on this fubjeS, Lady Huntingdon was exceedingly 
liruck wiih a fentiment (he uttered, '* that fince fhe had 
known and believed in the Lord Jefus Chrift for life 
and falvation, fhe had been as happy as an angeL" To 
any fuch fenfation of happihefs Lady Huntingdon feljt 
that fhe was as yet an utter ftranger. ^ 

* . • -• 

A dangerous illnefs having foon after this brought 
her to the brink of the grave, the fear of death fiell ter* 
fibly upon her, and her confcience was greatly diftreff- 
cd. Hereupon (he meditated fending for Biffiop ^en* 
Ion, of Gloucefler, who had been Lord Huntingdon's 
tutor, to confult him, and unburden her mind. Juft at 
that time the words of Lady Margaret returned ftrongly 
to her recolleQion, and fbe felt an earnfeft defire, re. 
nouncing every other hope^ to caft herfelf wholly upon 
Chrift- for life and Salvation. She inftantly from her 
bed lifted up her heart to Jefus the 3avioqr, with this 
importunate prayer; and immediately all her diQre& 
and fear were removed, and Ihe was filled with peace 
and joy in believing. Her diforder from that moment 
took a f^yorable turn ; ftie was reftored to perfeS 
health, and what was better, to newnefs of life. She 
/determined henceforward to preff^nt berfelf to Gpd^ as,a 
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living facrificd, holy and acceptable, which fee was now 
convinced was het reafo«able fervice* ^ 

0n hct recovery fire fern a kind mcffage to the 
Meflrs- Wefleys, who were then preaching in ihe neigh-, 
borhoo^, thai flic was one with iheai in heart, dbrdially 
%i(hing them good fpeed in the naitie of the Lord, and 
affuring ihem of her determined ptirpofc of livir.g fot 
bim^ who had died for her. 

The change wa« fuddenly ^roughc on her Ladyfliipr, 

became obfcrvable to all, in the open conftffion Ihc 

made of the faith once delivered to the faints, and in 

Jthe K^lous fupport fhe began to give to the work of 

God, amidft all the reproach wiih which it was attend* 

To the neblc circle in which Lady Hantingdah mov- 
ed, fuch profeffions and condu£l appeared wondrou* 
ftrange ; but flie had fet her face as a flint, and refuferf 
to be afhamcd qfj^hrift and hiscrofs. There were not 
wanting indeed fome who, under the guife of fricndfhip, 
wiihed Lord Huntingdon to interpofe his auihority : 
but, however he differed from her Ladylhip in fenti- 
mem, he continued to (hew her the fame affcflion and 
rcfpeO;. He deGred, however, fhe would oblige bim> 
by converfing with Bifbop Benfon on the fubjefl, itt 
which flic readily acqfiiefced. ^ 

The bifbop was accordingly feot for, in order to reaw 
fon with her Ladyfbip refpefling. her opinions and ^oa- 
duS. But (he preffed him fo hard with articles and 
homilies 5 and fo plainly and faithfully urged upon hiol 
the awful refponfibility of hi» ftarion under the great 
Head of the Churchy J.efus Chri(l| that hh temper wad' 
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ruScd; arid he rofe ap in haftc to depart,' biucrly Ijr* 

I meiuin^, thai he had ever laid his hands on George 

; Wbhfield, to whom he imputed,' though without caufe, 

i the change wrought ?n her Ladylhip. She balled him 

back ; " My Lord," faid fl>e, " mark my words, wheA 

you coftte upon your dying bed,- that wrH be one of the 

few ordinations you will reflect upon with complacence/* 

It deferves remark, that Bifhop Benfon, on his dying bed, 

fent ten guineas to Mr. Whitfield, as a token of his fa* 

vor and approbation, and begged to* be remembered 

by him in his prayers. 

1 hope the prefent venerable BrSiop of Worceficr 
will not be difpleafed if I record a fimilar inftance of 
bis candor lately reported to me. As he preacbe^ fre- 
quently, he had obferved a poor man remarkably atten** 
tive, and made him fome liicle prelents. After a while 
he miffed his humble auditor, and meeting him, faidi 
•* John, how is it I do not fee you rn the affle as uftsu 
al ?" John, with fome hefitation' replied, ^ My Lord^ 
^ 1 hope you will not be offended, and I will tell you 
the truth. I went the other day to hear the Methodift*, 
and I underftood their plain words fo much better^ that 
I have attended them ever fince.'* The bifhop put hts 
hand into bis pocket, and gave him a guinea, with words 
to this effeft, "God blefs ypu, and go where you can 
receive the greateft profit to your foul*" 

I know no place more proper to prefcrve another ati. 
ccdote, which I redeived from my excellent friend,* rhe 
Rev. Mr. Talbot, of St. Giles, Reading. When ArcH- 
Bithop Seeker was laid on his couch with a broken 
thigh, and fenfible of his approaching end, my dear de- 
parted friend wko had lived in great ititimacy with hini 
and received his prefer(ncnt from hitn, vifiied bitw 
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tt Lambeth^ Before they parted^ " You mW pray with 
me Talbot," faid the Archbi(hop. Mr. Talbot rofe and 
Hfcat to look for .a prayer book, .^ That is not wfiat I 
want now," faid the dying prelate, ** kncef down by me, 
and pray for me in the way I know yoii are ufed to do/' 
'^Wiib which comnnand my. dear brother readily compli. 
cd, and prayed -eafneftly fron) his heart for Bis djing 
Criendj whom he Taw no more; , 

Lady Huntingdon's heart. was jitJfw truly erfgaoed (or 
God, and fee refolved, to her bcft ability to lay berfclf 
out to do good. The poor around her were the natural 
objefts of her attention. Thefe fhe^bouniifully relie^r: 
cd in their fieceflSties, vifiicd.in ficknefs, converfed 
with, and led ihcm to their knees, praying with Iheiti 
$nd for them. The late Pripcc of Wales, one day at 
court, afked a lady of fafluon, Lady CharFotte E. where 
my La^dy Huntingdon way, that (be fo feldoin vi^ted 
(he circle. . Lady Charlotte, replied with a fneer^ " I 
fuppofe praying with her beggars.** The Prince fhook 
his head, and faid, *^ Lady Charlotte, when I aftn dying, 
L think I Qiall be happy lo feiie the flL,irt of Lady Hvin. 
tingdon's mantle, to lift me up with her to Heaven.'" 

Dtiring nty Lord Huqti.ngdbin*s life flie warmly ef. 
poafed the caufc of God and truth, though her meatis 
of ufefulnefs ^cre necefiarily crrcumfcribed, and her 
family engagements occupied much of her time and at- 
tention. On his denfiife ftie was left the entire manage- 
ment of her children, and of their fortunes, which fhe 
improved with the greateft fidelity. Become her own 
mifirefs, (he refolved to devore herfelf wholly to the 
fcrvice of Chrill, and the fouls redeemed by his blood. 
Her zealous heart embraced cordially all whom fhe ef- 
teeCBf d ireal ChriQians, whatever their denomituiton or 
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©piniont might be, hut bdng hcrfelf in fe»tii*nt nioic 

congenial with Mr. WtiUfidd, than the Mr, Wcllc)?f, 

five favored thofe efpecially who were the minift^rs pf 

the Cafviniftic perfuaGon, according to ih^. literal Cenie 

of the articles of the Church of,EngIand, And with an 

inicntion of giving them a greater fcene^ of ufefulncfe, 

{he opened her houfe iji i^ark.ftreet, fqr the prcachijr^ 

of the gorpel, fuppofing ^ a' peerefj of the realm, tjitt 

(he had an indifputable right to employ as her family 

.chaplains, thofe mini Iters of the Church whom (he jpaU 

ronifed. On the week days her kitchen was fi^ed^iih 

the poor of the flock, for whom (be^rovided inftru^siion ; 

»nd on the Lord's-day tlje great and noble were invited 

to fpend the evening i^ her drawing-room, where Mr. 

-jWhiifield, Mr. Romaitie, Mr. Jones, and other nainif- 

tersof Chrift, addreffcd to them faithfully all the worda ' 

of this life, and were heard with apparCBiJy deep and ^ 

rious aitention. /" 1 

Lady Huntingdon now became thie open and avowed 
patronefc of all the zealous minifters of Chrift, efpeciaU 
ly of thofe; who were fufFering for the teftimouy of. Jer 
fus. Mr. Romaine, on hi« being turned out of Sx^ 
George's Church, received particular tokens of her fa* 
vor ; and though; till then unknown. to her} I was hop'^ 
cred with her expreOions of kindnefs and.approbs^tiopi 
when, as yet a young man, I fufFered fuch perfecudon 
from BiOrop Hume^ artd the l/niverfity of Oxford, at^i ^ 
was fo unjuftly . difpoffeffed df my cure in that city j 
without a charge, except that I endeavored to fill it 
with the knowledge of the do£lrine of my crucified 
Lord, which was conilrued as an in/ention of 'bringing 
this man's blood upon them. All the parties concern- 
ed in thefe tranlaftions are gone into their graves^ 
and whilft I record them I am ready" to touch my 1^^ 
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hour. I can with joy look forward lo the day of mjr 
l.ord ; he k'ndrwcih the fimplicity and godly finccrity 
with which I then afted. 

, 'The limiis to which I am rcftriflcd forbid my dcf. 
cending into a variety of particulars, that I mjiy advert 
to the fubfequent fleps taken by this venerable woman, 
'more immediately and extenfively to fprcad |he knowl- 
edge of falvation, and to reftore the defolarions of that 
Church, which is the great objed of this hiftory. 

The illnefs oflier younger fon, which proved fata!, 
had led her to Brighthelmftone, for the fake of fea-baih. 
ing. There her aftivQ fpirit hayings produced fome aJ 
wakening among the people, (he ereQed a little chapel 
contiguous to her ho^ifejthat ihegofpcl might be preach- 
ed to them. This was the firft fruits of her great in- 
creafe : it was enlarged, and that not fufficing to con- 
tain the congregation, it was a third time taken down 
and rebuilt. Many can fay they we re^. born there* 
The fuccefs attending this firft effort encouraged great- 
er. Bath, the refort of fafhion, beheld an elegant and 
commodious place of worfhip raifed by the fame liberat 
hand. * Oathall, fltetby, and various orher places, re- 
ceived the gofpel by her means. At firft ftie^confincd 
iierfelf to the minift^rs of the eftabliftied Church* as her 
preachers, many of whom obeyed hei: invitation, and la- 
bored in the places where (he rcfided : bftt her zeal en- 
larging with her fuccefs, and a greit variety of perfons 
throughout the kingdom beggfing her affiftance, in Lon- 
don, anf^^any of the moft populous cities, (he fet up 
the fianuard of the gofpel, and purchafed, built, or^ 
hired, chapels vaft and commbdious, for the perform- 
^ ancc of divine fervice. As thefe mukiplied exceeding* 
}y> through fingland, Ireland and Wales, the miniflerii 
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ivho bad before labored for her LacfyiRiip, were uoeiju^ 
to the lafk ; and fonoe unwilling to move in a'fphere fo 
extcnfivc, and which began to be branded a^ irFeguUr9 
and to meet great oppofiiion : yet many perfevcrcd m 
their cordial ferviees, when fummoned to the workv-^f^d 
were content to bear the crofs. As the work greatly 
enlarged beyond her power to fupply the chapels with 
Regular minifters, Lady Hontins;don refolved to employ 
the fame methods as Mr. WcCJey and Mr. Whitfield 
had purfued with fo much fuccefs before* She invited 
laymen of piety aod abilities, to exhort and keep up the 
congregations fhe had pftabtiihed. 

In order to provide proper perfons for the work, fhc 
now retired into Wales, where fhe ereCicd a college for 
training up young men to the minifiry. From* thenec 
Ibe difpatched the requiGtc fuppJies for the. increafcd 
congregations under her patronage ; and as the calU 
were often urgent, her ftudents were too frequcottjr 
thru ft forth into the harveft, before they had made any 
ConGdcrable proficiency in the languages, or facred litc- 

* rature, in which it had been her intention they fhoiild 
be inftruSed. • Few of them knew much more than their 
native tongue, yet being men of ftrong fenfe, an^ real de, 
votednefs to God, their miniftry wa« very greatly bldT^ 
ed, artA'the accounts of their fuccefs ahiroaicd her to 
greater exertions. They were itinerant — ipaved from 
(congregation to congregation in a rotation eftabtilbftd ; 
and her correfpondence with them to regulate and pro* 
vide a conffant fupply, was a labour to which her adivd 

'^ (pirit alone was equal. 

Many of thcfe fotight a (ettlement, cither in the 
Church or among the diflenters in preference to a life 
^f intimacy ; and as ihey were onder nO bpnds but \^%% 
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of clioice, tbcy pfien quiiud her co6fafe£licii* .J think 
^ot lefs iban* fifiy jtre now iaboaing in ibe Church, i)r a, 
IDo«g'ithEe diffuucr*, ^itb beneditlion. Tbcir ;pla:cc« 
were al^^ay^ fupplie^, and o(her$ oficred to £U the rapk^i 
asdci^tb,.or'reur<:i»^»i fiom ibe kivic^y ibinoed tbeir 
numbers* 

Though Lady Httoiingdon devoted the whole of hei 
fabftance jo thegolpel, yet ii ;8 not a Hale furpri£ng| 
bow her ^come fufficcd for the imroer.fity of cxpcnw 
in which fte was occeflarily in?olved. Her jointer vwat 
DO more than twelve hundrtd pounds a-year ; and only 
after the death of ber Ion, a few years proceeding her 
own, ibe ffc^iv^d the addition of another thouiand. 
She often invc^lved herfelf in ejcpcnces for building 
xhapel>, which ibe found it byithenibrne to difcharge. 
BdK the I^ord brought her al^ayshonorably through her 
engagements^ and provided afupply when her own wa4 
exhaufted^ .. 

To the i^ge of foqrfcore and upwards^ Ihe maintained 
all the vigor of youth ; and though in her latter years 
the contraflion of her throat reduced her almoft wholly 
to a liquid ^i^t, her fpirita never* feeiped \o fail her; 
and io tbe lad d^ys of her life, her afiive mind was 
planning ftill greater ?ind more ejctenCvc fchcmes of 
ufefulnefsi fojr the univerfal fpread of tbc gofpel of 
Cbrift. 

Lady. NunUngdon was rather above the middle fize. 
Her prefence noble and ccmmandirg refpcQ ; her aA. 
drcfs fingularty engaging ; her intelligence achte : her 
diligence indefatigable; and the confiant labor of her 
liiougbi and correfpbndence inconceivable. Never was 
f reature apparently more dead to all felf-indulgencei oi" 
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more liberally difpofcd to fupply tbecalb of ihc gofpel. 
1 believe, durinifihe many years I yids beftored ir»ilk 
%ex friehdfhip, (he often poffeffed no more iban the gown 
ikt wore. I have often faid, (he was one of the poor 
wbo lived on her ow« bounty j but her rooft diftin. 
guifbing excellence was, the fervent zeal which alway« 
burned in her.bofom, to make known the gofpel of ibe 
grace of God : which no difappointments quenched) no 
labors flackened, no oppf^tion difcouraged^ no pro^reft 
bf years abated : it (laroQ^ {lronge(t in her lateft mo- 
tnents. . The world has feldom feen fach a cbaraQer«*x- 
tboufands and tens of tfooufands witt have re^fon, living 
and dying, t4) blefs her memory, as having;, been the 
happy inftrument of bringing them out of darknefs into 
marvellous light ; and multitudes faved by her inftru^ 
mentality, have met her in the regions of glory, to re- 
joice together in the prefence of God and of ibe Lamb* 

But it may be faid, was flie a perfe£l chara6ier ? Mo; 
This is not the Icit of mona^ls on this fide the grave* 
'When thp moon walkeih in her brightnefs her Ihadows 
are moft vifiblc. 

Lady Huntingdon was in her temper warm and fan^ 
guine — her predilcdlions for fome and her prejudices a. 
gainft others, were fometimes too haftily adopted-^and 
by thefe (he was led to form conclufions not always cor« 
refpondem with truth and wifdom. 

The fucceCi attending her eflPorts, Teemed to impreft 
her mind with a perfuafion, that a particular benedidion 
woald reft on whomfoever (he fhould fend forth ; and 
rendered her choice nbt always judicious : though fcl-^ 
4om were there ever lefs offences in foexieoded a worl^. 
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She had fo long* direfled the procedures of her, con* 
teedion, thsfl fb« too fcldom afkcd the advice of ibej|J, 
dicious tninifters who labored with her ; ami bore'^nat 
paffivety contradiaion. 

I am the hiRorian of truth, as far as 1 know it. She 
needs no pofibamous fame to blazon her worth ^ ac^ 
ihc is paft far beyond all human *cenfure which can at- 
fed her. The great bead of the Church hath, I haVe 
taW coiifideoce, decided her chatafter, pitied her infirn*- 
ities, pardoned her iniquities,! and welcomed her to ^^o- 
^y, with well done good, and faithful fervant.* 

• . "* • 

At her death, Lady Huntingdon left her chapels to 
truftees and executors, for the continuance of the fam^ 
plan ; which ihcy have purfucd with fome me^fure ^f 
the iatnt difinterefted zeal,^and wij^h increafing fuccef^ 
Notlefs-tban an hundred thoufand peifons continue to 
have the go^el preached . to them, by their mearwl 
The fame iteps are purfued in £nglandj( Wates^ acuil 



♦ I iTikrt the following .anecdotes, not unworthy prefetvacti^^o. 
The famous infidel, Lord Bolingbroke, in conference oae day wiSi 
kcr Ladyfhip,. addrcffed her, ** My Lady, when you pleaie to 
Command my pen, it (hall be drawn in yourfer?ice> a&d adiPttttf^ 
the Bible fo be true, I (hall have little apprehenfioR of xnaintais^* 
mg the doArincs of prcdedination and gface« againft «rU your revile 
«rV ; 

My Lord HuntigdoB, het (on* unhappily was a dif<iiple of the 
infidel fchool, yet, hou^evcr oppcfiteto her Lad)ihipin fentiineiits* 
he highly reverenced his venerable mother, A great preiate one 
day in conveifation faid, ** T wifh, my Lord, you wiuld fpeakt©" 
Lady H She has Juft eteded a preaching place clofe to my pal« 
ace walU'* « Gladly/* fays his Lordftiip. but will you do roc tk«' 
favor to inform me what to urge, for my, motbir realljf. believe the 
mh:' t^athor^k Notc.3 < 
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Ireland ; aUd though ihe property left by her Ladyfhip 
lor carrying on the work of God, was bafely "^zed at her 
death by the Americans <rf Georgia and Cahrblina, where 
it lay ; and her aflcts in England, her chapels eJtccfpted^ 
were found not fuffici^nt for her engagements; yet, 
however ttnarble to recover her eftates, all claims have 
been difcharged; and the chapds, according to her wiFI^ 
fhaintained withr tc& incambraneear than at her d^ceaft« 

The feaiinaty at Wales ceafed at her LtdyAip't 
death*, the leafe being juft expired, and no endawmehc 
left, her income dying with her : bat a new college, ©oar 
plan more prorriiGng for literature, has been eRab* 
iifiled at Ch:e{hant,in Hertfordihire, near London ; and 
tinder the fuperintending care of iruftces appormed for 
that purpafe. A number of ftodents have been alreafly 
educated there, and many are gone fartb, now preach^ 
Ing the gofpel with much acceptance, from this kmimrfm 
It cannot, indeed, be fuppofcd, that m tfee eaurffc of 
three or four years, the term allotted for their ed«fc«* 
tipn, much fcientific attaiamfents can be made; yel, 
we have (he pJeafure of finding by experience, that in 
this time diUgemly improved, a competent knowledge 
of the facred languages may be obtained : and what is ^ 
more important and defireable, by the conftarftt exercife 
of fpeakjng before the prefident, ftudents, and others, a 
facility and propriety of addrefs is acquired, highly de- 
fireable for them in their future miniftrations. Inta 
this fcrainary none are admitted, but after Hrifik enqui* 
ries 6f their charafilers, and repeated examination into 
their Chriftian experience, and natural abilities. They 
are required lo bring recommendations, and asthentit 
teftimonials, from the minifters and others with wbonor 
they have been accuftomed to worfhip. They are not 
received too young, nor much advanced in life^; ufualljr 
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^tween the age of twenty and ibiriy, Tbcy are txf^eGt^ 
64 tp ^e th^ mod faUsfa^Qryaccoumof tlieir own re* 
ylcQnverOon to God, ^od of the reaCbns whicb engage 
ll^m todcvqie ihcmfejveslo x\^t lioiniftry. Ihcy oiuft 
appear po0eifed of aeitf^t or at leaft of promifing facultiea 
for.impfQvement. Andasthe greatei} attemionis paid to 
tbeif education, apd the diipoiition witB which they are 
admitted, fecures the moft unreitiitting applicaiion to 
fitldy^ their improvement haih been hiihcrto neiparta- 
f>\y rafNd^ conBdering the neceifiiy of beginning in moft 
Inftaneei with the fir(i rudiments of graonnur in i^tch oY 
the languages^ . , i 

Thifl inftituuoir promiies the greateft utility. The 
education and Qiaihtenantie of the .fludenta n entirely 
free : piki at the expiration ofthe terno of their dudie^^ 
when ch^y have been examined^ and jqdged fit to prot 
eeed to the^iniftry^ they ai^e under no reflridions, but 
laay apply for admifliof) into the e(tabliQied Church, or 
any pibcr denomination of ChriQiani. If Cbrilt be but 
preacbed^.tbe end of our feminary is. anfwered* 

Thus, atnong thofe who bear the name of MethodiftSf 
there are three di(tin3 bod^es^ the features of which are 
very difcriminating. Indeed, like the term Pietijl^ the 
Itame of . JWfMo^j^ is often applied toferious peribn^ 
^YiQ have no conneSioq immediately with the focieiies 
erf* Mr. Wefiey or Mr. Whitfield, or the fucceffors of 
JLady Huntingdon. But ea£h of tb^fe, though denomi* 
Dated by the general name of Mtthodijlsy has a difcipjine 
and regulations peculiar to themfelves : thefe I (halj 
^urforily remark* 

V t, The body of Ariiiinian Mclhodifls, who ^ygtive 
tJOHCir name and order from Mr. VVefley, pail^e vh^ 
R K 
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plan laid down by him. During his life, fuch vras hit 
perfonal influence, chat it rendered hig recommen. 
dations the general rule of their fociety ; fo that all 
hi^ people, throughout the Briiifh dominions, to which 
alfo America might be added, looked up to him aft 
their preCdcnt and direSor. His time was fpent 
in one continued voyage or journey, viGting regular, 
ly every fociety 'in the vaft circle of hh conncflion, 
and ufuaHy preaching every day, and fVequently twice 
or thrice. He accuRomed all his congregations to hrt 
plan of itinerancy and a frequent change of miniOers. 
A general conference annually fixed the Rations of the 
preachers, and fettled two or three within a certain dif- 
triQ, round which they moved in the courfc of a fortnight 
or three weeks, generally preaching fomewhere every 
evening, and holding focieties for prayer and mutual 
exhortation. All who joined m thefe, contributed a 
ftAall fum weekly for the fupport of the general work," 
which ilewards appointed, regularly accounted for. 
By this a provifion was made for the maintenance of 
the preachers, aceording to the nutnber of their families, 
or occafional neceflities. The profits arifing from pub. 
lications, circulated from a prefs of their own, very con- 
fiderably increafe this fund for the fuppprt of their 
caufe. Sometimes the (lay of the- preachers in their 
rounds is continued for more thian one year,- but this is 
fixed at the general' conference. The fame fieps have 
been purfued fince Mr. Welfcy V death : they admit no 
prefident, but a few of the moft able preachers fway 
their deliberations. On the whole, confidering the na- 
ture of fuch a body, united merely by voluntary aflb- 
ciation, it is auiazing that niore difputes and divifiona 
have not arifen. Their zeal, their a6livitv, and ufefuL 
nefs, conitnue undiminiihed. America, and the Lee*- 
ward iQands have been greatly beuefitod by their U« 
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hpr$9 iii well a^ the feveral parts of the Briti(h domin. 
Ipns in Europe ; aiid the impulfe given to this great 
machine, is continued m the fame line of direftion by 
ihofe who fit in the annual conference. For fome time 
pad they have had an ordination among themfeives and 
now the people generally communicate M'ith their own 
teachers : their connexion with the eflablifhcd Church 
is hereby greatly weakened ; and ijt will probably iffue 
In a compleat feparatioj>, not from any averfion to epiC 
copal government, but from»defpair of procuring epilco. 
pal ordination for the paftors whoin they have chof&n. 

2. The followers pf Mr. Whitfield are, in the aggre- 
gate, a body nearly as numerous as tWe former, but not 
fp compaft and united. Their principles being Calvin- 
iftic, recommended them cfpeclally to the various de- 
nominations of diffenters, and to ibofe of the reformed 
religion in Scotlaru) and abroad. A great number of 
thefe joined Mr. Whitfield, as well as muUitudes, who 
left the eftablifbed Church. Thefe were formed into 
congregations in divers places, who, though conGder« 
ing themfelves as one body, have not the fame union 
and interchange as the followers of Mr. Wefley. The 
firft and principal of the churches, at Tottenham-court, 
obfervesthe Church ceremonials'and liturgv, the others 
ufe in general free prayer. Yet thefe confider them- 
felves not as diQiAfi independent churches, but form- 
ed under a fcederal conneQion : and fome of thefe* 
have no ftated pallor, but are fuppljed by a rotation of 
miniQers. They have an ordination among themfelves ; 
and where there is a ftationary miniftry, they flill hold 
CQnneQion with each other, and cpme up as invited or 
called upon to the greater congregations, for a fixed 
fpace according to an appointed routine. All thefe 
places of woffbip are fupporti:d| not like Mr.. Wtflcy's, 
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by a general fund ; boc the expaFire^ of the naeermgy 
and lala2t€^s of fii<mfter», are provided by the kytts^ 
congreganons, and coUeded and expended iti. t^ch by 
fleward^ <:hofcn oat of the principal people The great 
chapels, in London, are oianaged by truftees, wbo were 
firlt appointed by Mr. Whitfield himfclf ; and on tbetip 
federal demiies, have took faithfully and difintereftedly 
devolved the truft on others ; men hitherto above Cufpk 
cton, and thcmfekes the tnoft liberal fopporters of ih« 
catife entrulled to thdir care : and thus To far &oi^ di^ 
minifhin^ fioce Mr. Whitfield's dcattbjthe numbers vfhq 
have joined them arc vaflly increafed. They are every 
day growing nrmre into (x)dies of real diirenters,aiid lofing 
the attachment to the Ghurcb, which was at firft ftionglf 
preferved. Yet the)' continue very different from thd 
independents, whom they oaoft refenaWe, in a variety of 
particuUrs-^refpefting itinerancy, church goyernincoti 
change of miniliers, and mutual and more open coin* 
nsunion. Thefe congregations arc very fiumetouSy^ 
and very ferioufly attended. No where is the life of 
gddlinefs more apparently prefer4B'ed. The ky preacb* 
ers, however, are comparitivetjr become few, the inoft 
having becrt ordained among thetnfcltes ; awd the bo* 
dy is not governed by a general cor^rejnce, , nor the 
work fupported by a common ftock : but ^ach con^rew 
gaiion provides for its own expeftfes. Some ctepels l^ 
iK,»und London depend for their fttppKcs of preachers, to 
be farniflied from the great bodies in the metropolis. 
The ricfcr cwigrcgatiom are always ready to affift 
the poorer in building or enlarging place* of worfirip^ 
and in helping a recent and weaker fociety, dll tb^ 
become fuffic^enily nutxierou^, and able w (Miray tfaeir 
OA^n expcnfes. . > 

3. As the.coimtefs of Himtingdon left all her ntiaM^ 
fou^ chapels in the ba»da of deyifee^^tbftjr purftie exa0« 
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fy the ftme method of procedore as fte did. A nam. 
ber pf miniHers of ibe cHablifhcd Church, and efpeciaU 
ly fram Wales, where flie long relided, continue lo fup. 
p\y. la rotation the larger chapels of hcrer^f^ion ; and 
jbofe who were her ftudeiits in her college in Wales^ or 
have fince been educated at CheQiunt, v^jtb others ap- 
proved and chofcn for the work are difperfed through 
Great Britain and Ireland. All thefe niiniliers ictvc 
infuixejion ; not depending upon the cong/egationg 
in which they minifter for their fuppori^ but on the tioC 
VC69^ under wbofe dire6lion they move. Jtvery congre* 
^tton furniibes a fiipulated maintenance to the miniiier 
during his rejidence among ihem^ and his travelling ex« 
penfes : but in no congregation do they remain a« (lat. 
cd paftors, but expeS a rucceffor, as fcon as the time 
affixed for iheir flay is compieated. Nor can any of the 
congregations dtfrnifs the peifon refident, or procure a 
.change, bui by application to the triiftees, (uch being 
Ahe cofiditfons on which they engage to fupply jhem 
with a fttcceffion of minifters. If any minifle^^ \^ pecuL 
iarly ufeful, and requeft is made that his Day may be 
jprokmged^ it is ufuaiiy compHed with ; nay, foinetimes 
at the defire of the people he is allowed to fettle among 
them, liable however to a call of two or three mcnihs 
atinualiy, to be empbyed in the work at large. And if 
any minifter is not acceptable, or his miniftry beneficial, 
bisfiay is ikortened, and he is removed to another Ga- 
llon. Two rules are efiabliflied and known : (i.) 1 bat 
if any perfon leaves the conncfiion, to which he has no 
tie, but choice^ he is admitted into it no more : Though 
tbetrufieesaa cordially rejoice in his ufefulnefs in an-^ 
other denomination of ChriRians, as in their own. (2 ) 
It is alfo conftantly enforced, that if any man departs 
^om the Calviniftic articles of the Church of England, 
/09r iQcara leprbach by amy acculation of immoiuliiy, he 
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U rumrooned to ey^culpate bim(ie}f before thfc Irafite^ 
and heard. with all candor ; but if the faft be e&abitfii-- 
cd, he is difmiflfed, without any poffibiljty of being ev- 
er again admitted to n)ini()er in any of ^hcir congrega- 
tiohs. Thi bent of ihefp congregations is flrongly to 
the eftabiifhed Church. Her lituigy is ufed in public 
worfliip in all the principal chapel^. MiniBers of th$ 
eSablilhraent, fucb is the lenity of the times ferve witH^ 
out interruption. Indeed^ all pcrfccution for religious 
diSerences is becqme fo oppofue to the fpirit of the na* 
tion, thai thefc things ufually pafs without cenfure. 
Probably the bifhops thcmfelycs wifli not to alienate 
large bodies of the mod aftivc and exemplary Chfilliansi 
farthcf froni the Church ^y ufelefs irritation. 

It is obfcrvabie, that all thefe great bodies, though 
driven to worfhip in places of their own ereflion, in or. 
der to fecure the preaching of fuch evangelical princi-^ 
pies, as they cannot find iq the churches in general^ 
vould be happy to have the caufe removed, that bath 
cpmpelled fbepi to thefe expedients : and were the 
bi(bops and clergy zealous to inculcate the gr^t funda*" 
itient^J^ of gofpel trglh, and to adorn the do6lrine by 9 
life of fpiriiual relij^ion, the greater part of thefe partial 
feceders would probably return to the forms apd wor* 
Ihip of the eftablifhed Church. As it is, their number^ 
every day incresife ; and whilft carelefTnefs and lake- 
warmncfs caqfe the npbleft edifices to be deferted, every 
little meeting is crowded with hearers, wherever a min- 
iiler, earneft and evangelical, labors frqiq bis hear^ fof 
the fal^ation of ipep's fouls.1^ 



♦ An awftt! proof of this I rttj lately rectived from a clergy* 
anan, on whofe veritity i can fally depend. He )iad preached ilk 
ikt motnfug^ wiiere the Icdarer of anc of the nobleft daittrcbei m 
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Such has been the progrcfs of. what is called Methodr 
iffn in the greater bodiesj that more immediately bear 
chat name : but h hath fpread in a prodigious manner, 
both among thofc of the church as well ais the diSenicu 
from ft ) and hay been the means of rekindling the zeal 
of very many, fo as to prodirce a vaft alteration for the 
better in the condu6t of thoufands and tens of thoufand^, 
FredileQion for the cflablKhment, ftroni^ly attaches ma; 
ny t^ it, who have received their religious imprcffioni 
from one or the other of thefc Meihodift focieiics, or 
from Tome of their own clergy, who lye onder the impu. 
tation of being mcthodijlically inclined^ that is, fuch as 
literally and with apparent zeal inculcate the do£lrinal 
articles they have fiihfcribed, and Ha/c ina flaie of 
greater piety and reparation from the world, than the 
l^enerality of their breibrehL The number of thcfe isof 



Ihe heart «f tb« city of Loadon read praTers, and being indlfpofedy' 
lie expreffed a^wifli* tii^t he could get hts ledurefbipfupplicdxhstt 
afteroooa. My friebd humanely ^ffered bis feryices, and the kc* ' 
turer begged him to be pUn.^ual at three. After a walk of two 
miles, he entered the Ch>Q)x:h a few minutes before the time, and 
was far prifed not to perceive an individual in the church, except 
tbe boy who was tolling the bell with the furplice pn his arm* 
He went into the veftry^ and was bnt juft {fat down, when a ixiah 
in black opened the door, and Walkinj^ up addreffed him with a 
very confcqucniial air — ** Pray, Sir, who may you be ?" '* Who 
am I V* — fuch a one — and come to preach for your led^urer this 
afternodft.'' •• There wjrs no body here laft Sunday/' faid. th» 
important perfonage, as the clock (Iriict, **and I fee no body 
today.^ Opdn which, taking dp his hat, he ftalked ofF with 
dignity, faying, '• Let usdepart in peace," and left the clergy, 
BHiQ overwbfrbned with indigoatton and aRoniihment* Tbel« 
tkingi ought not fo to be. On the Lord's daf --^in the ixiidii of 
tbe city of London^n one of its.moil beautiful churches — not an 
individual attended' for two fucctflive fabbaths. There mnit be a 
•aafcforcfc<^»f9 AwfaU [Author's Note] 
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late diriaaingly increafe(i. Wber^ befotc fcarijclf a raait 
of this (tamp could be found, fome hundreds, as refiiort 
or curates in the eftablrflied Church, inculcate the doc*- 
ttints which are braoded wiib metbodibi^.; arui every 
nrhete, tbroughom the kingdom, one or, more, ^anti 
fometimes feveral, a#e to-be found wiibin tb^ compafi 
of a few fiiviles, wbo approve themfelves faiibfut iabqiori 
in the Loiti*s vineyard. Tbey tiati^rally aflaciate 4* 
. 'mang themfclve«, feparate from the corruption nhicb i^ 
in the world. Every where they carry ihe damp o/p^r 
culbrity, and are marked by their bretbren* Tbougb 
carefully conforming to eftablifiled rute6» and QiUSy 
regular, tliey are every wh^re obje6ts of repro^chy biCr 
taufe their condu^ cannot but reQe& on thole whp 
Y:hoofe not to follow fuch 'examples. . They pay con- 
fcientious attention to the &uls of tbeir pariibipneirs^ 
converfe with them on fpirituat fobjeds, nvbcrever 
they ^i fit ; encourage ptayer and ptailc in the fevcrskl 
families under their care ; often meet them fo% thefe 
'purpofes and engage them to meet and edjfy one anoth- 
er. Their exemplary converfation procurea them rev- 
erence from the poor of the Bock, a» their faithful r^. 
*bukcs often bring upon thein the difpleafure of the 
worldling, the diflipated and the carelefs. They joiii 
in none of the fafbionable amufements of the age, 
frequent not the theatres, or fcenes of dillipaUan, (:ouit 
no favbf of the great, or human refpeSs ; their, time 
and Services are better entiployed in. the more important 
labors of the miniftry, preaching the word in feafon, 
out of feafon, and counting their work theit beft wages. 
They labor, indeed, under many difcoiirag€ment&. AH 
the fuperior orders of the ctergy Qiun their Tocietjr. 
They have been often treated by their dtocefans with 
mucb infolence and oppreflGon. They can number no 
bifbop^ nor fcarccly a dignitary at^ong them. Yet the\j^ 
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ijiirnber, ftrehgtb,' ands^rcfpcdability,' continue incrcaf- 
fng. May tKcy grow inib a^ hoA^ like the h<3fft df 
Cod. 

By the tabofs of theft moft excellent rncft (be con- 
gregatieft}* of Meihbdifts and diflemers arc greatly en- 
Jargcd ; anc} fhotigh during tlicir ^ives^ and rhcumbencyf 
they fin their churches, ir'nd dimifufh the number of 
ieparatifts ,•' yet on ihiit dcafhor removal, they linJntcri- 
iionaHy add all the moft fcricAjs part of their flock* to 
their brethren whd are of a like fpirit. Fdi when th^e 
people havft' loft their good chigfttiitt^md liaving no 
choice of a fiicccjRbr, find ait man placed over them of 
an utterly different temper and cond^8 ; in do6;rine er. 
toncbus, as in his life uncxemplafy 5 they are ni^rturalljr 
drivento fcekthe faniefncan* of edification to which they 
have been accuftonled, and which God hath given thcqa 
the grace to ki^ow hoW truly to a|)precilate : as ihcjr 
have no fcith attachr^enC to dhurch waifs, as' to b«j con- 
fined to them; wh^rc Ichtabod is written thereon. Whch 
therefoKi they earn hear nothing trtriy edifying from ihei'r 
parifh minifter, they fearch out forme Methodift chapel,oV 
diffenting trieeiing, wherii thfe evangelical an^d r^formeli 
doclrines are taught, and where a people like thefmfelvdi 
worfhiping God in fpirit, aflemble for mutual edifica. 
lion ; and Jf they can find no fuch, they raife one ; af- 
fddiaring among themfelves and appointing the moft zeal- 
^oiis and bed infornited to cdiTy theni : or making ipp\u 
'Nation for fuch to'fomeobe of tSut bodicfs of. Methodifta 
Or Diffenters. 

It IS a pleaftng feature of the prefent da^, that the 

fpirit of toleration and candor appears of late mor« diC 

fufed, and pcrfect^iion difcotintenanced^ lhbu|^nm ut. 

lerJy difconiinued. During the firfl ftrug^lcs of Mcib- 

S a 
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odifin^niany harfli and fcverc fBeafures were taken, and 

^'ifikedor prejudiced magillraics puflied the penal laws 

againfl feQaries to the extreme. Of late they have al- 

moft wholly ffept, and thofe who were formerly dcfpifed 

.a-nd hated, ai prefent are under a iefs odium from their 

.profefiloa, and more rcfpefted by their brethren. Their 

numbers have given them coniequenc^ in the national 

fcale. The perilous times have engaged the chief at« 

tention of their countrymen. It is not a day to difcour* 

a^c religion, when impiety and infidelity are come in 

•like a flood. Ev€ry governttient muft perceive, that 

thofe citizens are mod valuable, whofe ot^edience arid 

peaceablenefs are firengthened by religious priticiples^ 

The (late of real godlioeTs among us in general, haa 
for fomc lime pad certainly been on the increafe. The 
clergy in the Church, many of them at leaft, have been 
engaged to change the ftrain of moral preaching, for 
more frequent notice of the orthodox principles of 
CbH(l*6 divinity and atonement, and the neceffity of true 
holinefs. But it muft l>e confeffed that even truth itfelf 
'freezes upon the lips of thofe whofe heart is not inflam* 
cd with the love of it > and who do not feel for oibera' 
fouls by having fel^ the Importance of feeking the fal. 
vaiion of their owii. 

The orthodox di0enters mamtain a refpeBable pro;' 
^flitB. The Arian and Socinian congregations, which 
.a few men of learning and philbfophic attainments 
fought to fupport, have dwindled almoft to nothing*; 
and the only large and zealous bodies are thofe in which 
iht: ancient reformed dt>flri nes are maintained with all 
theis vigor^ and this chiefly by minifters, who dferiV^e 
their btnh frotn one or other of the great Methodift fq* 
cieties. 
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- To this fource alfo arc chiefly to be traced tht'zttA- 

^us and fuccefsful efForu made of late by ibc MtJJtonah 

ry Socitfy^ /which hsLih beea already, mentioned, {o fend 

the gofpel among the heathen. And it may jjullly be 

reckoned amodg the fingtsiar 'and happy effeds, which 

lave already refulted from this attempt to eyangciizfe 

the lands of darknefs a^nd defpair, that fuch an endear-* 

cd union and cordiality hath been reftored among the 

various denominaiions of Chridiansa who had iq loug 

flood in a ftate of repulfion from each other. They 

have now agreed to facrifice educational prejudices, 

and narrow bigotry, on the ahar of Ghriftian love. 

Englifh and . Scots, Ipifcopalians and Prelb) terian^, 

Methodifts and Independents, have united in the gre^t 

objeft of a heaiheii miflionj and folemnly pledged them- 

felves to each otBer, that neither politics, nor ouf diffejr- 

ent peculiarities (hall mingle jviih the gcipel truth, 

v^hich we deiire to impart to the nations, but that a|l 

who go on this felfdenying fervice /hall have but one 

injundion from us to preach and teach Jefus ChriO iti 

primitive fimplicity ; prercribifig no exciuiive cburcfa 

order, or form of difciplinp ^ but wiftiing every ma« \Q 

.maintain true communion with his brethien, and when« 

^ver fuccefs fliall crown their labors^ and congregations 

.be formed among our black, or brown, or olive colored 

.brethren^ to avoid as nluch as poffible all difputes about 

jq[>atters npn eiTefitial, to follow to the beft of their judg. 

.vieots^ the fcriptural model of the Gofpel Church ; Btvi 

to maintain carefully among themfelv^s, the unjty of the 

fpirii in the bond of peace. Nor hath this noble av 

jt^mpt failed to attcafl the notice of oiir foreign brethren, 

whole correfpondence hath tcflificd their high deiigbc 

at our commencements, who are praving for its abun« 

dant fuccefs, and in America, and on the Continent 

ikave beea ro:ufed up to fimitar exertions^ and are pi^^ 
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4>ajif^g to rufi the fame race mih us, wkeie emulation i$ 
^l^dfjte, and ambuion tp c^cci a truly Chriftiap gract* 

The Miflionary Society hath alfo prp(|uccd the hapr 
pieft cffefij at home. Many of its iperabcrs have be. 
gun to exert tbemfelves vigorouljy to fprcad ;hc evangeC 
ical doclrinc« in their various neighborhoods. Different 
Itinerant focicties have been eltablifhed, in order tp 
fend mflrudion to the poor in the villages nhere the 
gofpel is not preached ; tp open fchopls for their chiU 
drcn ; to converfe with the ignorant, and yifit the fick ; 
and njany congregations every Lord's day, fend out 
foine of their mow zealous and inielljgcpt ipembers for 
thcfe graciops purpbfcs. "By this means much atteniioo 
|)ath been awakened in the fouls of many, and promifing 
ippearances give good hope through, "jace,. that this la- 
bor of love Will not be in vain iottii: Lord. Probabry 
iiot lefs than five hundred places for divine worfbip have 
been cperjed within the Uft three years.' 

' Many of the epifcopal clergy and others of (buod prirt. 
ciples, and faithful hearts, who for reafbns appfirentfj^ i^ 
them juftifiable, had wiihbeld thcmfclves from the more 
enlarged fociety for miflSons, cpmpofed of all denomina. 
lions, have felt ihemfelvcs either reproved or excited to 
make fome fimilar efforts among their brethren ; cohfifi. 
ing themfclves exclufively to the dominant profeflioii. 
Their fociety is yet in embryo, but it will not want en. 
couragemenc ; and all who have the good of fouls kt 
beart muft therein rejoice, if the gofpel of Chrill be 
more diffufively fprcad. Their fuccefs will gladden our 
hearts, and the more enlarged and vigorous their efiPort^ 
<h/Ef more fliall they bepraifed. 

Jit would he truly hapj>y if thefc rpoyements on. ey,; 
cry fide cn^a^edi the aitentioii of the two lopg efla^UP^l 
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<d fockties among us, (orpr^agaiing th Gojpd mfar^ 
tign parts^ and for ptomtms CJ^rtJiian AnmLkJgt, 
Their funds are immenlc, and adequate to any under- 
taking. Ix h'to b«ljicneni^d that tbofei Vba have bfcen 
,cho]en by iliem hitherto, have too oft^n b<en felcftc^l 
,Wih To little regard to miflionpry talents ; and tbat 
iheir vaft revenues have ript anfweied any very conCd- 
crably ufcful purpofe ; at lealt none fuch as might have 
been hoped, if their choice had been more judicious, 
and the plans for promoiing the gofpel more yigorpufly 
purfued. Should a happy turn be given to iheTc focic;* 
ties, and men of Go4 an If, and be paironifed by them, 
as they have alt the countenance and' help of govern! 
xnent to forward their efforts, it isiinpoffib'te to fay uhai 
a door of entrance might be opened to the Gentiles, i^ 
the yet unexplored, and unatiempted regions of the 
vorld ; efpeciallly in New HolJand ; the iflcs of fhc 
pacific Ocean ; the northern parts of America ; and a- 
bovc all, in the immenfe regipns of Africa, flill to w a 
terra incogrdta. A glorious fcene ! but I fear a ^ble£ 
fing rather to be hoped ihao riealifed in my day^ now 
4rawing to it^. evening* 

I dm feeking the fpiritual Church, of ChriH, and I 
^m filled with comfort at the fpreadoifthe gcfpel in our 
Jand. Muhiiudes in the tjlahbjhti Churchy minifiers 
^nd people, arc blcffed motminentb of redeeming love* 
MuUitudcs of every dencminaiion flsind high in faithful 
.and vigorous exertions for the gloiy of our ccmmon 
Xord. 1 am fure he will fay, I have much people in 
this place. And amidft ait our mifeiics, which are 
pot few, and our profpe£ls, which, as a nation, have 
.J)een abundantly difcourdging, this ii the great fteet an- 
,^hpf of hope to every real believer. If the Lord had 
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iKMt to defirpy its, bt would not b«vc Slewed us^ a» 
Xmoub'i wife obrerved, fueb and fucb things* 

li 19 (rno w« ho^ve liberally partaken of the faflitona* 
%lc pbilofopbyt Md among cbe wife, the mighry, and the 
noble* the empire of fcepticifm is videiy exteoded, and 
&»i(b defpiied as fable. H hath defcended to the mttu 
jai tervant behind the chair, and to the drayman, who 
Cto bUfpheaie and deride religion. But againft this en. 
f^y that coiKveth in like a ftood, the fpirit of the Lord 
Gfmtin^« to ti& up the ftandard of his gofpel, and ma- 
PY «re noi afl^amed to fight manfully under the banner 
of ibeGro(»« Indeed the mode of the conteft is chang- 
fi, ; U i& not now between true religion and falfe reii. 
.gion^ bi^i bciwe«o trae religion and no reli^on^ 

Btfoce I quit this fubjed, ic may be worth a mo^* 
.H^eni's atientioUf to (ketch a portrait of the two great 
fharadeis who entinenily contributed to this revival of 
fcltgion aiDODg us. As both favored me wt^ their cot', 
dia^l re^rd, and though mote in unifon with the one 
than the other, I have ever defired to give honor to 
n'hom honor is due, and hope never to be alharoed of 
ibefricndAipofJoifu WESLEY, 

John W^si^iy was of the inferior (iize, his viffagc 
marked with imelligenee, fingularty neat and pUin in 
bis drefs ; a little caft it% his eye, obfervable on panics 
ular occafions i uprighj^ graceful, ^nA rertiarkably ac. 
tive. His underftanding, naturally excellent and acute, 
was highly ftored with the attainments of Hterature : 
and he poiFeSed a fund of anecdote and hift^ory, that 
rendered bis company as entertaining as inftrufiire^ 
H'h mode of aiddrefs in public wasr chafte %nd tblemii, 
though not illumined with tbofe corufcations of eJo^ 
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,5uenc€ wM^h tiwkedj if I may uft th«t c^prefibn, ^ 
difcourfe* of his riv^l George Whitfietd j inil ttefc w#4 
a divine fimplicity^ a zeal) a venerablenefs in his macu 
neff v^bich co^iDandejd ^n^oliof^) «D^ ^pmt lot^ook 
h^iTi in hh iat^ft ytar# ; when al foiufcore he r etamirf 
all the frefibnefs of vigorous ojd age. Hh btiallii w^w 
remarkably preferred aintdft a fcene of labor and pev^ 
pctu^l exertiorts of mind and bodyf to ^hi^h f<w have 
been equal. Never man poflfeffcd greater perfonal m^ 
fluence over the people conoefted with him* Nor ^|ci 
it an eafy taCk to dire£l fo vaft a iBaGbtne, whei>eaimd& 
fo many hundred wbeeli in motion, foiae Gloved cccea. 
tricatly^ and hardly yielded to the iinpulfeof ibemai^h 
fpring. I need not fpeak of tbe exenlplaiinefs of Im 
life, too many eyes were u|H>n him to admit of his halt- 
ing ; nor could his weight have been maintained a mo. 
ment longer, than the fuUeft conviilioii impreifed bit 
people^ that be waa an eininently favored faini of Ccfig 
and aa^difiinguiflied for bis holy walk^ as^r bis ^afi ^ 
biliticsi indefatigable labor^and finguiar uie£ulnefs« 

. His enemies reviled bimi end would if pofTible toh 
him of the meed of well-deferved bpnor, by imputing 10 
him objeQs below the piw be had in v^w* Never 
was k more difinterefled chara^er ; but he was a manj 
and he mu(i have been more than maoi if with the 42011- 
fqioufnefs of his own devolednefs, the divine bleffingott 
his labors, and the high admiration, in which bewaj 
held by his followers, he bad not fometimes thought of 
himfcif more highly, than he ought to think. We ea- 
hibit no faultlefs mqoAers^ Eliaa waft a man of like paf- 
fions as ourfelve^. ' v^ 

His (intgular (itualion led him to imagine that the glo- 
rious head of the Church favored him with efpccial iar 
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tcrpoRtxonsiin bis behalf, which he wa^ foibtriines read/ 
to ^onftrtre as miracuiom. 

He yfefdcd a too credulaui 6ar to the reports aiVd 
preienfions of others, and wais thus ofccft ibc dupe of ig* 
noraoce and prefuaipiioir. 

He haftily at times advatJie^J, what faKber informi. 
lion, or matut^r judgment compcUfed him to reirafil ot 
fofien. 

In the article of marrfage he aaed eonlrarjf to thfe 
rdibacy hie profeSed- to recotntncnd ; but ihii change 
of fentiment and conda6t implied . nothing crifninal, un. 
fefi it were the preerpitancy of bis^forcniei' dt^tertxirinaiion. 

Hii rooted dVerfibn td the doQrrnes Called Calvinit- 
;trc,- might be fuppofed to proceed froln a confcientioifg 
•ppr^henfibh, that they had' an unfavorable afpeS on 
the praOifec of fpirttual religion^ bbwcvet gtoundlefs 
fuch fuppofition was in reality, and however evident the 
contrary cfFe&s appeared'in thbfe who held them. But 
his bittei'nefs arid afperiiy towards thofe who defended 
tbfem, and his barfh imputations on the God they Wor. 
(biped, whatever provocationis he naight pleadi were lit, 
lerly fnei?ccufabte. * 

But abbv^e 4II, that whifch appeaVed m- Mr. Johb 
Wedey, the nioll cenfutable part of his conduS^ wai • 
hii very unfair ftaiemeni of the arguments of his Calvih- 
iffiic ad vcrfari^fs,* which in* a maii of hi^ acutenefs of iti- 
tclle6l, will hardly admit the plea of uhinteotionai init 
i-take,. ....... . • / / • 

I am called upon to fpcak the truth, an <i^ I do it From 
my hcar^ without refpefcl ©fperfonS| to the beft of n*y 
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knowledge. Mr. Wefley is gane^tb give an ^cicoatit 
of himfelf ta his proper Jadge, bj v^botn I 6o^hx i>ot 
#11 his ihiquiiy 18 pardoned, and bis iriiiirmtties eovered« 
And now that cnyy and enmity b^ve been fonietime 
laid afleep in his grare, I rejoice in obfervirg hi« char.- 
iaer rife in general eftimarion^ and ttmii highly refpefli* 
ed by thofc who knew hiiii beft. It will now hardly 
be a quenion with any nr>ar>, whotbcr he would not ratb- 
er hathc been John Wtftey, who dred nol^wmife ten 
pounds^ than L^vington, Brfhdp.of £xeter, who fo btt- 
lerly reviled him,* 

George Whitfielb was the fondf an irin-keepef 
ftt Gloucefter. Fronn his early youth he h»d reeeived 
deep impreflTioRS of religion ; and he carried with him 
to the Univerfity of Oxford^ a feijoufnefs of mind very 
uncommon. He began his aftive career, even before 
he was in orders, vifiting the prifons, and inAriid^ng 
*the poor. Bifliop Benfon was fo delighted with bis 
early piety, that he ordained him at the i^c of twefity^ 
one. And his fir ft effay was a ttrtking fpeeimen of hi$^ 



* I C3iRQot fopprefi ao adtc4ptf r^fpe^iqg that inveterate eneixif 
pf Mtthodifts ^na Moravians. The author of thefe Toluroiesiiad 
been educated under the tuition of that venerable fcrvant of Chrtft, 
Saa>uel Walker, mioifter of Trura. ^ After ftudfin^ at Ojf^r4« 
bittndi«g to enter into ko\f orders^ be applied to this bifhop, widl 
ft teftimooial froaa ^f ^c cvuntrf i fign^d b^ this apoftplic labpter, 
Mr. Mitch^U rc^or of Vcrriaa, and Mr, Feniofe vicar of Gluvj- 
^s i rocn in the ncarcft intimacy with Mr. Walker, and clergymcA 
«f the firft refpc6lakiHty in the dioccfe ; but the bifh<}p refufed to 
connterfjgn the teftimoat^l^as. ** of men worthy ol <^redir»" andaj^ 
AgDOd as his fe^Am« that thi^etoin^nt fatht of God *' ?R^ACf»iw^ 
VAirn. WITHOUT wonKs i" It has been long flacc decided whpnie 
works have been focuid approved bcfprc th« gieat Judj^e of 4^uicb 
and dead. [ Author's Note .3 I 
T X 
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faiare popularity^ being beard with the tnoft uQcotnmoii' 
and awakened concern. His perfoo was manly, and 
grew large, as he advanced in year?, hi« voice remarka- 
bly mufical, and capable of the moft various intonations, 
with a natural eloquence, too fingular not to command 
the mofl profound attention. His manner was often 
highly graceful andoratoriai > and though a caH in his 
eye, ftrongly nwrkcd, prevented the vivid impreffioa 
which that organ is peculiarly fuited to make, yet up 
Bian with foch a \iifad vantage ever looked with ftrong. 
cr fenfibility : and after a fecond hearing, the, defeO: 
was forgotten. Never man poflefled a greater command 
of the human paffions or better knew the way to the 
confciencesof his hearers : he had arrows in his quiver, 
that himfelf only knew how to fharpen. His literary, 
attaininents were moderate, though not defcftive in the 
learned languages ; but his thorough acquaintance with 
the Scripture, arid the peculiar art of introducing and^ 
ijluftraiing every fubjea be ircatcd, not only won the. 
car to liften, biit left an impreffion on the mind never 
to be effaced. His labors. in both beipifpheres wcrc^ 
immenfe : his courage undaiinted ; his zeal unquench- 
able ; he fell a martyr to his work. The violence of his 
cxcttions often fhook his conftitucion, whilft the more 
placid Wcfley, with equal conftancy of preaching, pre* 
ferved his health to fourfcore and upwards, unimpaired. 
Perhaps no man fincc the days of St. Paul, not even 
Luther himfelf, was ever perfonally blefi to the calf, 
afid converfion of (o many fouls from dafkhcfs to. 
hght, and from the power of Satan unto God, as George 
Whitfield. The immenfe coUeQions he made for char, 
liable purpofe* tharpened the tongue of flaiider. Time 
bath affixed the fcal of integrity to all his procedures. 
He wai reviled for his unguarded expreffions, and fomc 
enthuTiadic flights ; but be difarmed his enerbies by iiv 
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genuous acknowledgments and correQion of his roiRakes. 
How a youth furrounried with fuch a popularity, and 
confcious of his own powers, was prefcrved from hatch- 
ing ifcic ofd fcrpcni's c^g, laid in every human heart, is 
-wonderful. The keen eye of malevolence was upoi^ 
him ready to feize occiilion againft him, or to make ic : 
and it is a proof of no inconfiderable excellence, where 
fo many watched for his hahingt^ ^at aniidd the moft 
virulent aDufe, fo little could bcK)und jvjf'ly to accufe 
him. They who knew him beft muft witnefs, how ho- 
lily and unblameably he had his converfation in the 
World. Indeed he was fo taken up with the unwearied 
labors of his miniflry, in preaching, religious exercifes, 
and advice to ihofe who wejc daily applying to hira,that 
he had fometimes fcarcely Icifure for neccffary food. 
The very things for which he wa« abufed, he eftcemcd ^ 
hi$ glory ; and refolved to' fpend and be fpept in the 
fervice of the fouls for whom Chrift died. But be had 
his fpots, and fo haib the fun. He would have himfclf 
acknowledged many more 'than the ncareft of his friends, 
or the bitiereft of his enemies could difcover. He is 
now alike beyond cenfure or commendation. What I 
remarked in him, I will fpeak and not be afhamed* 

In his preaching he fometimes pulhcd the ludicrous 
to the debafement of the dignity of the facred miniftry,^ 
He told a ftory fo well, that, it feduced him occafionajljr. 
to purfue a vein of humor, more fuited to txciie rifu- 
bility than to awaken ferioufnefs ; though fome impreL 
five truth always clofed the relation. 

The orphan houfc of Georgia, which he adopted 
with too partial afFeSion, feem^ to have engaged him in 
difficulties and immenfity of expenfe, greater than any 
utility which ever appeared to be derived from it ; and 
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the vaft €olk3ions^ he ^ad« fof iiy tbdil]^ laiUi^idlyrap^ 
plied, g4ve a haixlte lo tbc flanders of ftiTpicioa* 

He too frequently indulged in certfuresof theckr^y 
whi^b however juH they inighi be, fcewi^d the ^SKbftof 
ierentmetit, and would rather teud to^ ^^Cdfperate than 
eondiiiat^ their atteiUior). Vet it is well knowo be wa» 
remarkably kti>d fpirMd^and avcrfe lo comroverfy and 
ks bttternefs ; and his mott iutimaie fficnds wili bear 
me witnefs/ihat bis temper was as ami^ibie and bis con- 
veHation as fingularly cheerful^ "SiS hi* piet^ yitt deep 
smd fincerc. . ^ 

On thfe wh(»}e) a« a maa* as a ChriSjarif a* a tDmifi^^ 
we fbaVl not, I fear, look upon hh like aj^tilft fpttdity. 
After paffing through evil report and good i^ort^r disrifir| 
more ihan thirty years of Incellam labor^fee enf^n 
cJd fntd his rett in America,* whifrh had ptci^lhtly bena. 
cBted by bis vifits ; Having croffcid the AtlpimU thif^ 
teen times, to preach the €verlafli*»^fgof]^oH vrub ^e 
p^nsreff of the Holy Gboft^ fem 4dwfc ftom Beaten. 
What'cvcr ignoTancc of hiis real cfeara^r^ tke fetuicyof 
prejudice, or the infolfence ofpiide ma:y have fogjl^fiedf 
the day ii coming, when bis great and adorable Mafler 
will condemn every tongue that feath rifefn up in jadg- 
mtni agairjlt him, and fay in the prefence of men and 
angels, *• Well done good and faiifalul fcrv^iit, cnieit 
tbou intd the joy of thy Lord." 

I have dwelt iheionger on thefe fcenei nearer o6r 
.own homes, as to us more peculiarly intereflif>g, and at- 
fd, that ftic5uld thefe volumes ever tngafge iliffe attention 

♦^ Mr. Whitfield' died 4t, Ke>ip6uryport cn ifce jelfi iif St^tt 

• i77c, it tU 5€t.b y<kr of ku a^, * '': 
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0f ouf ibt^ti bfVtSir^iH ^^ %rnc citamder of peffeMgi^ 
B<ay be knovo^ vb© h^vc by ihcir r^il^i^ and , aa 
nhjgodly worlds feetn fo grofciy mifrcprcfent^d* Tbck 
l^tord ii with tbc Moit -High ^.aod in bi> pritfencel 
(peak wbiei i bav^e known, and tedify wh^^ I bav6 &«a 

, iiilhaw pfirirtialijy aod witJKHU bypocrify* 

* 

SCOTtAND. 

I oHi^ wort cpn^rfely pafe civer the flaif of the S^flt- 
i^ Church ; toe much like the EngUti)^, declined from 
her pwo (irft principie« and primitive fimjplicim Ht:f 
«uniO^SF Matted i(i aii buinai> fcienee ftndpbilofophical 
attain^lenta above their predeccObr) ^ it)ore poliihed in 
{lyle atid manners i deeper ii^ fnaibemaik:^ ami mia?- 
l^yGcki ; but hoi more evangelical, more aealoua^ 
ffK>re )aWi€«ii&. No wbef e tiave mtoe iidcnifcdantixxFt 
iHUft ibo public approbation ; no where ^a^ve n^ore dao- 
^gjprom and ckicrmitied inSdeU appeared to corrupt tbe 
priBcipies of ibe age : and the <)tte{tions which have gS 
laie beer^ difeujSqd b the general afiembiy^ awfully de* 
lOOBftrate bow greai a body pr eponderatca ihete^ agaif^fiL 
the advocatel^ for the ancietit dodriaefi^ and the Uiik 
«ncc deliv^ned to tbiC fainta. s . 

As the Scottiih Church grew by degrees onore aod 
more into a worldly fan£luary, the abufes of patronage, 
and oibcri! thirigs, vthkh grieved and difgufled itiahy of 
ber moft eiecelJeiH paflors, produced diviiions. Thefe 
led 10 Hie Preft)ytery of Relief, the Seecders, the Bur^« 
ci:4j and AnubturgMtri^ the fhades of whofe diiSsren/r^a 
this hiBory cannot particularize. Yet among thofe 
much of (he poller of real godlinefs remained. An hoft 
aiH&&d wixjh tbc famed Er&i&ps and their, ftllows at their 
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beadf who were zealous advocates for Ac truth is it it 
in jefiic, aod fought to revive the life of rcMgion if* 
tteir ifeveral congregations. Their labors 'were etnL 
iienily MeiTed, and reomrkable out-poiiritigs of God's 
fpifit have been recorded in many parts of that vine, 
yard. I Cbun not to ufe exprefBons, which may be 
branded as enthuQaftic by modern divines. I belieVe 
the Hoiy Ghott 15 yet given. 

Truth compels me to fay, that among thefc feparalifta 
of various denominations, the greateft zeal to promote 
the evangelical doArines hath been difplayed, though 
the eftabliihed Church hath not ceafed to furnifh many, 
very many eminent witneffes for God, not aihamed of 
the cro6 of our Lord Jefus Chrid,- but daring to be fiti- 
gukir, and la bear his reproach. Under their miniftry,'. 
a numerous and chofeh people in the Scottifh Kirk, ar 
veil as ai3)ong the diffident^, continue to he reckoned 
to the Lord for a generation ; and proportional to their 
numbers; the members of the Kirk are generally better 
informed, and more evangelical in profeffion^ than the 
people of £ngiam). But great and a^ul dtedenfions 
fronvgofpel purity muft be acknowledged and lamem. 
cd* fr^The increafc of wealth and fafhionabie manners 
have not improved their mor^l fyftem ; whilft the love 
of many hath waxed cold amidft the prevailing tafte for 
fcience and diffipation. - 

It is however a plcafing trait, and highly deferving ' 
mention in a work of this kind, that none have more 
cordially come forwafrd in the heathen miflion than oOr 
brethren in Scotland. Tbcfanrc fpirit of charity and* 
conciliation among the truly gtaciouis of different de- 
nominations, hath foftcned dowqf the bittcrncfs of alper-^^ 
ity, which bad too frequently prevailed ; and ihofe have; 
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agreed to unite in labor and worfhip, who for a long 
vfaile had been ii: a ftaic of utter repulfioa* from each 
Qther ; whilft the ricbes of their liberality havedemonC ' 
trated bow deeply they. have the obje3 at Keart, of fcek*^ 
ing.'the fouls redeemed, in heathen lands, by the blood 
of ih^ LafoU Thus hath a body of confelTors of evan- 
gplical uuth, .cleaving fteadfaflly to God, been yet pr^- 
ferved, as exemplary in their lives and labor^) as found 
in the faith, and able advocat^a for the ancient rctorm- 
cd doQrinei. Thefc, however unfa(bioaable in the 
eyes of many, continue to be beid faQ by them as the 
mod facred depofit, and mod ineftimable trearure« 
Scotland, in general, ^hadi (hared with Etigiand^ and like 
Jefurun, bath waxed f^t and kiicked. Such is humaa 
corruption, tb^t the abounding gifts of Providence too 
often aSbfd occafion of abufe. How hardly (hail they 
who have riche& enter into the kingdom of heaven t 
Xct, when the fpiritqal Church is^he objed. North Brit.' 
ai4i jwi'J x)9t be found the lead among the thoafands of 
Ifrael. 

A bleifed effort l^s of late been made to revive the 
fpirit of evangelical religion more generally i« Scotlaod, 
by a Miffionary Society infliiutcd for propagating iht 
Oofjpcl at home. A number of zealous, welUinforcned 
men, have. gone aboMt preaching every where, and their 
labors, have been attended with the happieft eflfefts^ 
Many have been toufcd from the torpor of indifference, 
many called by their miniftry out of darknefs into marvel- 
ous light. This has f wakened the enmity and jealoufy of 
the craftfmen ; and ibe General AJJemhly of the Church 
of Scot/and hath iffued a pajloral admonition againft thcle 
faithful laborers, whicb.brcaihes a biitcrncfs and afperky, 
that cannot fail of carrying its own antidote along with 
it^ and holding ,uip. moft ftrikingly to the view of every 
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Ibiiou* fatnd, tb* dittercncc bctweco the rcvflert kn$ ite 
revilftd. Wboevef is at the pains to examtne lid% wH 
the afl^rtiohs in tfaU philippre againft tbCr pt*oiiiotef» «f 
evangelical religloti, will find as many falfehpodsas lincs^ 
fo that happily the more it h read, the more efientiatly 
it muft fcrve tlic caufe which ft wat defigned to fcpro- 
liate. Thus does the Lord kr tng[ alleys good ohc nf 
cwL The wrath of man ihalt prafl^ him. * 

Sttit unhappy funk in darknefs mi the fuper ftkioM 
iifpopery, and littte more adorned With reat evangtlic^i 
knowledge in ihofe who have aflfumedtbe ftame o)F Rrol- 
ellants, hath long afi^rded matter x>Fifiiieh forrowio fii^ 
as looked fi>i* the life and power of religion. Tbte h/09 
zdalous advocates for fpiritna} godHtefs, alx>ve vei^orA- 
ed^ have paffed from England into that kingidooi ; ^nd 
what is called Methodifm, hath fpread out its branehtta 
through many parts of that nation. God hss of laie ai^ 
fo gr&cioofly raifed up a precious band of ihe clergy to 
the eftabttfhed* Chureli^ though few indeed in numb^ 
comparatively, and of fmall reputation ^rnong their f^rt- 
lows, yet arc they earneftly endeavoring to revive a 
Ipirit of zeal and true Clwiftianity ; to mtke the name 
«f Jefus more precious, and his authority more rcfpeft* 
ed. Many, I truft, by their labors, %iMv in the day of 
God, be written among the righteous; «nd when the 
Lord fliall coIleB bis rccfeemcdjbc foimd to have keen 
born there. 

* It is to be fetnented, that ignroracice and ^popery ft{ll 
fpread their thick mifts over the bulk of the common 
people : and that the Proteftams pai&tain but Uuic 
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more ihan their Mme and imaiortal hatred to popery,; 
the general profcffion of their fellow^fubjcQs* Some 
change mud (harily take place. The crifis approaches^' 
Miiy the God of all grace give a prpfperoU:^ ifiuc ! 

It i$ with pleafure I record a happy corrtmencement, 
i6f miffionwy labors amor^g thern^ fimilar to ibat in Scot* 
land. In Armagh and the province of Ulfter, fonne faith- 
ful miniften, efFcQed with the ignorance anddefolations 
around ihem, affociated for fpreading the gofpiel, and re.' 
folved to endeavor to roufe their fellows to a deeper 
fenfe of religious trmh. They invited fome brethren 
from Englind to go over and labor aimohg theiti, as i^ 
ttnerafnts,* \ft the province of Ulftcr/and they were heard 
*ith the tnoH awakened attentk>n» Multitudes of pa-i. 
pifts attended iheir minifiry in oppoGtion to all the 
*wartithgs of their priefts^ and vaft congregations aflem- 
Bied wherever ibefe faiiMul laborett travelled through 
the province* ' 

A fithilaf aflbctation is formed at D4iWrn, for tl^e fam* 
«]^urpofey hopitig to difFufe the knowledge of a Saviour'^i 
^race among their benighted countrymen, and to turn 
their ni^inds from the mirerable diftradion of politics, to 
the greater concerns of the (aivation of immortal fouls. 
May thcit efforts be crowned with abundant fuccefs ! 

• The other branchesi of the reformed Church in A, 
litcrica, and on the Conunent of Europe, claim a few 
additional remarks, and will bring the whole of this pe- 
fix>d to its clofe. * 

X U If . 
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THE BRITISH COLONIES, 

• Once fo prcciou& a limb of our political 'body, one 
irith us in language and relij^ion, but now fepataied 
from the parent iiock, and ftourifliing tmdcr independ. 
ent fovereigniy, dcferve a memorial in the hiftory of the 
trire Church^ From the bej^innin^, a number of zcaf- 
ous minitters of the crofs have maintained the power of 
godlinefi in that vaft continent } and in many peaces 
finguidr revivals of the fpirit of life have been remark, 
cd. Peace, riches, commerce, amd increafing profperi- 
ty, indeed, had long ago contributed greatly lo Ahc itL 
troda£iibn of luxury and corruption into the larger cr- 
fies : and though a remarkable decency of condu3: was 
ftiii generally maintained ; the Sabbath honored ; and 
the (lage, with it$ corrupting dptertaiilmenrs^ oniverra/fy 
grohibited ; yet, as many grew more earthly andfenfuaf, 
profligacy of manners fpread and prevailed, and great 
decienfions from the ftriftnefs of piety, which fotnVerly 
diflinguiflied them, were obfervable. To revive the 
work, the zealous Methodifts, often and many of theiii 
croffed the ocean, and preached through all the Conti- 
nent, as they had done in £ngland, and with the greats 
eft fuccefs. Thofe, wh6 were called by the miniftry of 
Mr. Whitfield, formed congregations of their own, or 
joined with the Prefbyterians and Independents, univer- 
fally fpread over that Continent. Tha fotifcties of Mr. 
Wefley were united under him, and more approached 
the epifcopal regimen. Accordingly one of that body> 
ordained a bifhop by the nonjuring bilhops, ftill fubfifh 
ing in Scotland, continued that form of difcipMne : and 
. another, I think, fuftains the fame office by the appoint, 
ment^ or approbation of Mr. Wefley^ at bis laft tranfat. 
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lantic vjfit. The Mai and aflivity of ihe Wcflcyan 
MetbodiftS) is taghly commendable * and they nun^ber 
more than eighty thoufand in (ociety, blacks as vitW as 
whites, befidesv a va(i faodv of heafer«, ^ho are not re* 
^ ccived into b^nds and claflcs ; the names given to the 
Ctnall^r private aflbciatipns, into which, both men and 
women, feparaiely, are diftributed. Since th^ pca^e, 
ibe intercpiirfc has been frequent, alvd prtacher^ frofla 
ihe conference go over, and cement the union between 
thofe abroad, in America, and the Leei»';ard Iflands^ and 
tbofe at home. They are iaid lo be in a very flourifii- 
lag and incceafing Hate. 

But the general intereCU of religtoD in America have 
fuffered greatly during the intcfline broils. The life of 
a foldier is very inimical to the progrei& 6f gootinefs, 
and when men are violently agitated with the politic^ of 
ibis world, their ininds are too^ much taken up to attend 
to Uie concertis of a better. In the fcramble for wealth, 
power, and eminence, confcience l« often warped by 
convenience^ and anions admitted, inconSfteiH with 
the ftri^ piety of a boly converiadon. Since the inde- 
jpendence of the nation hath been eftablilhed, a new race 
of men hath rifen up : deeply engaged to enlarge the com. 
merce, wealth, and importance of their republic ; and, 
like others in fuch fituations, too inattentive to the 
greater concern* of the world to come. The increafe 
of ric4i^«, and unlimited liberty, naturally led to diHipa* 
iion in the greater cities^ and to the eflablifhment of a)l 
tbofe faibionable fources of amufement and entertain. 



♦ Tl)c Wcflcyan influence in thU iccwntry y^ill be thought by 
pioioft Calviniftic readers to he much overraud by ihc /^uihor of 
diis Hlftory. Jt is protjlcmatical whether it be noj really to the 
iiffervijCf pf Qirift)a&it)r« . 
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jDieni, which bad been profcribed by ibe poiicjr or /e. 
ferity of manners of the formcT generatioos. Play-^ 
^oufes arc now opened, and furaifbed with EagUfii pcf* 
formers, and publjo places of pieafure ioyiiG the idl<i 
and luxuripps to fpend their evenings^ together ; from 
ifl^bich it would be too abfurd an idea^ to fuppofe they 
can return at To late an hour to meet their families if 
pra) er and in praife ^ pra^lices which former!) oluained 
alaioft in every hoqie. 

Yet emidft the yaft increafe of natives^ and influx of 
flra!iger^ many arc iiiil found fearing Cod at)d wor]^ 
jng ri^btcoufnefs. Nothing can be more conducive to 
the beft. intcrcfts of rf:ligi6n, than the pcrfeft and comi 
plete toicfatioh of every denominauon . ;of Chrifiians, 
there eQablifhed as a fuQdamemai law : ihi^ ftat^ ;not ij; 
ibe Icaft interfering, nor fupponing any dominapt pro- 
icijian. A$ the yaft number of epi/o^a/ianj, hulcd in 
many of the proyinces, ^equireda bifliop^ tbe £fngU& 
biihopv conCecl^ated t^^o for Afxienca^: thefe, wiihclhc 
biiti -^ofp jhe non-jqncjrs, ^poniinuV jhe fucceflioa:; 
and as they have no poarts fpiritual, no cbaptent) no ca* 
lliedraU, no proyifion buf the voluntary contributions of 
.the fairhfal, no wbece, probably, will there be found! c^ 
the prclaiical <;orps?, men more nearly approaching tq 
primitive epifcopacy' It only remains that tbcy (hould 
'ij: inultiplied and itinerate, to become more conformed 
to the apaltolic n)ode)| if th^y poffcis but tbe apoftoUc 
Ipirit. ' ' ' * • V 

Tbe mod animated life of religion will probably be 
found in America, as in England amo^g the Methodiil% 
Jnr. thofe v^ho (hare the reproach of the crofs for tbei|- 
feai and fidelity, and nonconformity to this world* 
.^>x Moravians have a few pLccjous c-o9gi:egaua9l# 
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The various dcnominaUons of ChriRiafu hzvcr many ^^ 
TOong them, who have laftcd'of ihe grace of God i^ 
truth. At -New- York and Connetiicut, the laic vi^o- 
Tous efForxs to proaa^^e a heathen nnfiion^ dtmonitrate, 
that zeal is not cxttpi^ among ibe chief of their mnif. 
ters and people ; and, that though ungcdhnefs and 6i&^ 
patio.n are come in like a flood, the fpirit of t be Lord ia 
&iiJ raifing up faitbiut wUiieife^, to lik up a ilandard a- 
gair»(t theu)* America may not improbably yet afiPox4 
a refuge for Europeans, if our miferic* incrcafe ; and 
receive into it5 bofom ibc faithful, in a day of perlccu-* 
i^on or defolation, vhich ixiay yet be coming pn the £a. ! 
jnopean nations* 

The vifit of a gracions brother from one of ifcc nortlu 
crn, colonies, enables nic to add a report, as pleafing 
, ws authentic, of the pr^feni Date of religion in hid yicin-^ 
ixy : a«d though Bofton, ar.d the more commercial 
tpwas, baye loft much of the life of godlinefs, and the 
purity of gofpel tiMth, both among minifiers and people, 
there ferms to be a large and incieafing body ...in the 
differeqt provinces who hold fafl the faithful word, and 
Jabor to fan the ipark of beavenlv love and zeal imo 4^ 
brighter flame of genuine Cbrifiianity. 

No Jefs than one hundred and twenty towrfhips and 
pauihes havi? experienced a very jConCdcrablc revival of ^ 
rdigtop aovohg them, and the progiefs ieems increafing 
ID the midcle and northern parts of Connt£licut,in ma- 
ny towns of Maffachufetts, in feme pans, of Vermont, 
and the noTih^weftcrn parts of New-York. In a fing'e 
.parifli of thefe a hundred perfons have been added to 
the number of the communicants in the fpace of one 
year: and like prcmifing appearance; have arifen in 
.ite u eile2:.0 fiates of Pennfylvaniaand South-Ci^rolina^ 
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The Miffionary Society of New- York, h»^ made hn 
cSbn to^fend amiffion to the Chtckaraur Indians ; and 
the Cherokecs have communicated their de^re of bav-r 
i^ faKbfut laborers among them, lo teach them the way 
oCialvation^ 

Tbus^an uncommon attention to the great coaccrna 
oiFan eternat worlds feems lately to have been awaken^' 
ed^ Kimhin a very Qiort time, through naany parts of thia 
fpcn Continent. The too negleQcd interefts of their 
beatben Indian neighbors, a)fo have been laid on the 
keaiu of many faithfu) ones, and focieties infiitutedf 
^ni commencing adive exertions for (preadiog the 
Iknowledge of the truth as it is in jefus, to the Indians in 
fheirvkiRiiy. How vaft a field h open for tbeir la* 
Ifon^ aiT eye caft for a moment on the immenfe interioi' 
fttrtsofthal vaft continent wiM difcoyer. . Where the 
lurrreft is fo pteoteous, may the gracious Lord graox that 
tbe laborers may not be kw I but 9s the Americans have 
fb greatly mcreafed their po{>uiation, and dai4y extent! 
tktiv fettlements fariher atid wider, may the glorioiit 
1^ of the gofpel of Cbrift be ditfufed on every fidCf 
mad true Chriftianity attend the progrefs of civilization, 
and cultivation through the woods atid wildernefsof thia 
fi&ng empire. 

A fummary view of the nations on the CoDtinent| 
vhere the reformed religion is profeffed, muft terminatf 
tlie fubjeft. I iball begin with 

GENEVA, 

The cradle of the Reformation, and tkt Htheiic body 
adjacent.' The fame caofes have there been prodiidive 
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dftbcfameeffeds* Attachmem td the p^ctitbr doo 
trifles of Calvin^ Zanchiiis, and CEcoUnipadi^is, hm 
long been grcdtJy weakened by the fpread of the A*- 
ttniniao tenets^ and by the progrefs of ihe new |>htk>fau 
phy Ovcrtufiiing all religion. The inforniatiott 1 «fe- 
ccive, mifleads xrte^ if through alt the Protetlam c^anu 
tons, the greatcft decays Aire not vtfible^ The L.ord*« 
day is ciof'ed with amufentienis beyotid the others ; and 
thofe, who defeetid from the pulpits, partalce of ibevb 
%uh their Socks- Though a deceftty atjd fobricty <s£ 
manniers is yet preferved^ the power of e\ra^gciical reli- 
gion is little deiponfirated in che miniHers, cir the peo* 
pie. The arch infidel Rofleau, with all che firac»ge o4. 
iti^s of the man^ by his pieadng ftyle and manner^ fpread 
his defiruftive opinions ; and VoUs^irc, the more crafi^ 
and jealous rivat of his fame, diflPafed in all his vicinityj^ 
and efpecially at Geneva, the poiibn of his frepsicifiki, 
to which his fcenic reprefentations contributed not a &t^ 
tie, by attrading the loVers of'pleafure, inore than lov^ 
ers of God. To hicn all flocked, who dwelt in the vi« 
cinage, and inahibed his aboroinatiohs ;< and all who 
pafied that way, from every ^arter^ were proud lb be 
introduced to the high prieft of infidelity, to admiir hig 
wit, adopt his ridicule, and be initiated into the niyfte* 
lies of incredulity. Hence, I doubt, if there re«>ain€4i^ 
fifigle ptofeflbr, or pallor^ at Geneva, who adheres to 
Calvin, either in principle or praQice'; but the lowet 
form of moral effay, and Soetnian Chriftianity prevaik. 
The ConVulfions, tinSer the name of liberty, have tend- 
ed greatly to increafc the general apoflacy, and ^bcyate 
nearly become Frepcb in irreligion, as In politics* 

Throughout Switzerland the fame fpirit is too prevai. 
lent, though not without fome h^ippy exc^pHons frofli 
the prevailing infidchty. Bafil Hill maintains a pre;- 
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cioas body af minifters, and others, ^fFockted to mafm. 
lain and difFare tnt principles and pra^ice of the triie 
evangelical religion. Their eorrefpondence with the 
Miffionary Society at London, fpea^s'them men.of tb€^. 
f»me heart and mind ; and their exertion* to diffufe the . 
know^ledge of a crucified Jcfus in their vicinity, nani^ \ 
feds Che fpirit of primitive love a^id ztal that animatai 
them. May their numbers increafe, s^nd their labors 
be more abundantly bicfledto the diflftifion of Hgh; and 
truth orr every fide ( The fratennzaiion. with France, 
whofe armies have overrun the country, and deflroyed 
their conttitulion, augurs no \^ood to 'Helvetic liberty 
and profperity, anv more thSin to reliijion. We muft 
wait, however, till the tornad > is pafled, to fee whetbet^ 
ks final c^SU will be deftruftive or faluiary. 



FRANCE* 



Oiice dirtinguifhed for the purity of the reformetf* 
faith, and then, as we have feen) reduced to the greateft 
extremities, by the bigot perfecutor Lewis, cohiinuei . 
funk very low in every religiouis view. I have men:- 
libned before its dexilenfions, and the caufe of them.; 
nor do r hear of any revivals*, now that every link of 
the chain of popery is broken, atid every maD's bonds 
loafed, f am rather induced to think, the Proteftants 
ihemfelves have drank as deeply a^ any others into the 
ihfidd philofophy : and, as long ago, they had greatly 
declined from the purity of 'do£lrine, and the fpirituality 
of religion, the late revolutions have produced nobfcti- 
eiidal c:hange ; retaining only their immortal hatred of 
popery^ that is now gratified to the uttermoft) and notut 
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»br« corcUftUy help forward the defolatioi^.oSe^ry €C* 
clcfiaftio and monaflic inflitulion, than ibc Protcf- 
tahts : but of any seal in faithful laborers, or of living 
Chrillia»My among the Pi;ote9ani profeflors, I can find . 
little evidence. A few, indeed^ figb over the abominp- 
iion«9 and in the fouth of France a cry is heard for the 
^pore word of God : bat the laborers are not found, or 
eompelled to conceal- themfelves. Every where elfcja- 
'midft the tumults, confli£ls^ agitatioiis prevalent, which 
have engroSed the attention, and feii^ed upon the paf«. 
fioQs of mankind, little concern reraains about any reli. 
gion at all. ^ The zeal of methodiftn made fome feeble 
effort's to enter into Normandy and Brituny, whiift the 
coaamunicaiion was open : but every thing has been in 
a ftate fo convulfed, and every foreigner liable to fuch 
furpicroD) that, I apprehend, nothing can yet be done or 
hoped, till fome fettlement of the nation, with tolera. 
tion, ihall embolden the zealous attempt, once more^ 
communicating to them the bleflings of the everlaflin^ 
•gofpel. 



HOLLAND* 



TH£, United Provinces h^vt conftantty maintained 
the reformed faith as the national profeflion ; and with 
a great fimilitude to our own, adopt formulas, not real- 
ly believed ; and profefs to receive. the decifions of the 
fynod of Dort, whilft in general, I fear, the miniflcr$ 
exhibit more the traits of Epifcopius, and our own lati. 
ludinarian divines. The love of gold has gen^erally 
prevailed f>ver the love of godlinefs in the muliitude ; 
and the philofophic pride of rcafgning haih feot forth 
from their univerlities, teachei^s too wife to fubmit im« 
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jf^ichly to tbe tefimotd opinions of CalvtD, or c^e 

creed of Athaoaflus. Lefs ctiflipated^ indeed, yet more 
intent od gain, till the late defoUtioos came upon them^ 
religion in its vital power wa& too little known a feir 
good men ftill remained, who taught*and preached Je-^ 
ftts Chrift. A fmall body of Moravbns, and a larger V| 
band of M ennonites, maintained a 8ri£ier attentioa tO" ^ 
Ihe worfliip and fervice of God ; but in-general an icy 
coldnefs of devotion^ and dull formality^ difcba'rged the 
j^ublic weekly fervices at Church ; and a little familj^ 
religion, or affbciattons for prayer or praife, were founds 
French influence, French tnanners, French government^ 
now afford little profpe£k of amelioration : un'lefs' il^ 
be from tbe bope^ that when oniUers come to the worft, 
tbey may mcncL Tbe profeflion of tbe nation, indeed^ 
remains unchanged ; yet one ftcp has been taken lo a« 
boliih that, by withdrawing^ it is faid, the ftipetids fifotm 
the minifters of the national eflablifbmeht. True reli^ 
^ion can well fubfift without an eRabIi(bment ; but 
when tbe power of godlinefs is Joft, tbe form of it will 
quickly followi when no longer fupported by the Rate. 
The pried, whom men maintain to pray, will hardlj^ 
continue his funQion when his falary ceafes. 

Otie happy trait of the revival of the fpirk of godif* 
nels among them, bath of late af^earedn Or. Vander*' 
kemp) a Dutch miffionary, gone with others tcr the Ca& 
fire country, from • the London Miffronary Society, bar- 
ing vifited Holland lo fettle hit affairs difperfed an ad- 
drefs from that body, which produced the happieR ef- 
fcSks. A confiderable number immediately aflbciated 
fbr the fame miflionary purpofes at Rotterdkmi and con^ 
(inue to puffue with zeal this bleffed objed. 

Another fimilar fociety has been recently formed at 
Auricb; in £a(t Frieflknd ; and as they are meoofa^^ 
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like fpirii with their miffionary brcihrcni wc cannot but 
iiope that the moll blefled efieds will ^nfue, and faithl 
ful men be railed up in the fpirii of primitive evangel. 
i&$j to fpread the true golpel &f the grace of God| a^ 
broad anS at home. 

The prefent tcmpeftucus -moment, will, it mzf be 
hoped, be fucceeded by fome happy amelioration • and 
ti]e inhabitantd, from the fcourge they hav€ fufFerexl, 
learn righteoufnef*, and return lo Him, from whom 
they have To greatly departed. If fwch be the cvel^ 
•f.all their fu§eringS| the iiTue will be peace. 

GERMANY- 

THIS pillaf of the reformation and primary beacon 
4>f divine light and truth is grievouOy defaced, and 
darknefs hath again covered the earth. The Calvinifta 
as well as Lutherans have too generally imbibed the 
principles of the infidel philofophy; Excluding the 
government of the all- wife and righteous Jehovah, they 
have placed blind fate upon the throne, and fubftittdted 
Che do^yitte of ntc^Jftty^ for God's predeftination and 
^age.. So^pticifm leading to atheifm naturally brmga 
lip the train of thefe dephts of Satan. The wife above 
:wfaat is written, pride them felves in the acutenefs an4 
freedoiQ of their refearches, and thofe who are trained 
up for the miniAryin the univerfities and feminaries c^ 
learning, unlefs my information mifleads me, are early 
initiate^ in tbefe anti-cfariftian principles, and commence 
their career widi the purpofe of debating the faith which* 
they are obliged to engage folemnly to maintain ; whilft 
he. that departeth from evil maketh himfelf a prey. 
And fliottid any nan appear zealous for truth, and ex- 
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bibit traitiof hdly waUcii^;-whb God^ bci woti)d in&Jit^ 
h\y inring on biaifeLlf a ftigma of peculiarity, and render 
hioiblf alike abiioxious to his teachers, and fellow, ftu^ 
dents^ Thus educatjed, and thus Biinifieri4ig, it cannot 
be expe6led but that the conr(Squenoes ihould follow,. . 
which arc too evident. And even where more daring 
blafphemy againd the fundamental dodrines of Chrif-* 
tianity does not lift up its banner, a (late of lifelefs tor^ 
,f>orand indifference prevails. The forms of religion are 
bodily and peFfun^orily difchargcd, whilft a life of 
worldly tronformity of fcicntific purfuits leaves fcarce a 
trace vifible of the. mind of Cbrift^ and of a conyeiiiu 
tion in Heaven. 

AmQng all.tbe ftates and free cities profcffingthc re* 
formed faith, I can procure no information of any rc» 
markable revivals of evangelical truth and fpirttualitjr 
of religion. I cannot however doubt, but that, in nau 
ny places of that vaQ country, tber« are found nren of 
9 true; heart holding faft the^head Ch rift, who fearch the 
Scriptures 'daily, and, a» tjieir confcffiom and forms of 
worfliip are conformable to its dilates, adorning the 
do£lrine of God our Saviour, whofe crofs they beat,, by 
a. zeal for the truth as it u in him, and^ by a condnfik 
formed on the bright model of bis own great e^amplOi 
But ampng miniOers and people tbefe. happy iexceptioiui 
iarc top few, whilft the, general body is' carried dowo 
with the torrent of infidelity and diffipation, woridlji 
purfuits, or fcience falfely fo called* 

• < '' ^ ■ '' " .• . •' 

That God hath not left hitnfcif without witnefles^jnajr 
be concluded from Ipme evangelical aflbciations lately 
formed, with a view of reviving the .work of the Lord 
in thefe prefent evil days : the fpirit which breathes in 
tbeir correfpond^ncea witnefles that the vital fparjc of 



' Digitized by LjOOQIC 

I 



cf«¥Ti rs.] THE CHURCH or csRitsar, Ijf 

genuine Chriftianity fliH glows iii the bofom of k few, 
who are waiting for the times of refrefliir^ hom the 
prcfencc of the Loni, and crying to hitn as his eled, day 
and night, that he would hailen his work, and kindle 
ftich a flame of bye and zeal, as aR the wateps of oppo* 
fition cannot qnenchj nor all the floods of faHfe phitofo** 
phy be able to extinguifty; 

From the whole of chis view of the Reformebi. 
Church, we^ may perceive every where, throughout ks 
extent, a cbofcn generation, a peculiar people, often irt. 
deed thinly difperfedi and "in feme countries apparently 
declining; in others exhibiting fironger fytnpioms oF 
vitality, and driving againU the evil around them, with 
Tome happy fuccefs ; and with an increafing number of 
faithful laborers. Nor in ariy comparative view of the 
^ay« which are paft, can the prefent bd counted inaiif* 
picious. I am rather difpofed to think and hope, tha^ 
the end of the eighteenth century hath produced as picn. 
leous a harvefi in the gofpel field as any of tbe (Hfbnn 
«f revival fince the time of the reformlation. 

In no a*ra have 4he dofiTines of the gofpel Been 
tno/e clearly opened, and by a greater variety of able 
and fatibful men, and probaby at no dmefmcc the daya 
cf the apoftles, fball we be able to produce a greater 
immber of Chriftirns, who could give a founifcr and 
•aore explicit reafon of the hope, that is rn thert, dc;: 
rived from views more purely evangelical • and who 
walk more clofely with God, in rightcoufnefs and true 
koitnefs* 
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CONCLUSION. 

IN following iht Chorch of Chrift through the? wL 
dcrnefsof this world, we have beheld fccnes highly glo; 
rious, and deeply afflictive : the mighty power of the 
great Head of the Charchj preferving it through the 
§re^ and the conSant oppofuioh of the god of this 
woHd,.to difturb its peace, and fully its purity. In all 
ages the fame ccrrtipt nature of tnan hath feen prodtic^ 
ing the fame effe£ts^ in rfte icjcercife of proud ireafoniiig^ 
'worldly purfuits and. fenfual enjoyments ; and the in- 
fluence of divine grace hath .appeared in cafting down 
rtcfc imaginations, and bringing every thought into the 
obedience of Chrift ; in weaning the aflBsBion^s froiii 
this world, and fixing ihetn by realizing views of fahk 
on a better. Thus two forts of petfons figure on th^ 
fccne, and *only two j the children of God, and the 
children of the wicked one : the latter always the manjr 
the mighty and the wife, the former the few, the poor^ 
and the defpifcd of this world ; comparatively inferior 
ip ail that men fefteom, and only great in the fight ' of 
God. How in the onequal flruggle a body of fuch er^ 
idem inferiority hdith been preferired, is among the manii 
fed evidences of Ms care, aind the fulftlraem of his 
promife?, who hath faid, « I will never leave thee nor 
forfake thee ;"' « to ! I am with yqu always, even to 

ihe end of the world.*' 

. ' ' ■ .- ■ ♦ 

,The Brft age exhibited the blaze of gofpel light id 
all its purity and vigor, and the triumphs of the crofa 
over the power, craft, and malice of men. But clouda 
foon obfcured the face of day ; and though many were 
purified through the fires of martj^rdom, and the body 
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of the Church wa* fecn extending her wide afifts 10 em- 
brace the then knowji worlds yet the enemy began to 
fow bis tares among the yr'heat^ and they fprang ^p fo 
vigoroufly as threatened to choak the good feed. The 

SrofeQiDa groiA^ing^ general, and ihe^power of go^lineCs 
ocliniDg, DQ.fooner bad Chriflianity gained an eR«^ 
Ulhment, than we fee the Chjurch finking into a woifldly 
fknStiisiry ; and ambition, pride, and avarice featedin ikg 
bigh places, and claiming unhallowed dominron over ti^e 
confcieoces of naaen. For ODorc than ten. cemumif 
things contintred to grow from evil to worfe^ till- all r^^ 
}igion at lad feemcd lod and buried, m name and fornif 
in fuperflition and tyranny. A few indeed in t^^iy 
age» reduced very low, fomeumes apparently to two or 
cbree witnefTes, continued propbefying in. fackcIcMb, iq af 
vpxld lying in wickednefs. Bm. God remembered fioer- 
ey. His promifes mull be fulfilled in their reafom A 
0ay of revival broke; the light diffufed iifelf on ei^ery 
fide, a beam of it bath pa fled unto tbeendi^of the eaiib* 
However (ad pnr declenfion^ have Cnce been, God haib 
never forfaken his Church and people. Times o^ rp- 
firelbing have come from the prefence of the Lord. In out 
own land remarkable inlerpofitions of his arm made bare 
hav^ appeared ; 'and greatly as our faith is often difcpur. 
aged by the lukewarmnefs of the friends of trutfa| and 
the might and multitude of its enemies, yet bow much 
more reafon have we to hope, and how much mpie en^ 
couragement for exertion, than in the firft days of re.* 
formation ? It appears much more pra3icable now 10 
preacb the gofpel among all nations, than at that day to 
evangelize the froalleft diftrift* Great and m^nifohd in-! 
deed are the diJcouragements yet in the way ; fear atKi 
i^nbelicf maghUy tbp difficuitifs ; and too raahy despair- 
ing of the event, difcourage their brethren, and weaken 
their baDd9; but fureiy if Cod wiU work, ifaen. none 
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eanj<^ iu {oftrumenu will not- b^ tv^nting for the 
gfcateH and moft exten&ve exejrtions^ witen H« in his 
providence opens ihc door of catrance/^od by his fpir-, 
it ftiall Toafe up ihc zeal of very many, to fay here ,^in 
I, fend me. We have feen ftrange things in our day^ 
vbicbi couM hardly have, been iai^ginedj even a fev 
years aga ; and who can telf, but that we may fee great- 
er things than thefe) when the adorable Lord {hall cake. 
to himfelf his great power and reign ; when all the ends 
of the earth (hall remember tbemfelves, and * be turned 
QRto the Lord, and atl fleih (hall fee the falvation of 
our God. Such events the prophecies bid us expeft ; 
fuch the promifes embolden us to hope, mlljhortly come 
to pafs. It is not by lying down in defpondence, but 

• by rifmg up with refolute determination to be found ac. 
tive in the cauFe of God and truth, that the work will be 
done. Let every faithful individual but folemnly ami 
ferioufly enquire, what can / do ? Refolving to /pare lio 
labor ; to decline no *bar(|ftiip ; to omit no proper 
means ; but facredly to def ote his perfon, fubftance, in- 
fluence, abilities, to advance the kingdom of righteour. 
nefs, peace and joy in the Holy Ghoft ; and it is impoffi. 
ble to fay, what an amazing progrefs may be made in 
the courfe of a very few years. Whenever fuch a fpir- 
ir, poured out from on high, fliall animate the bofom of 

. the real followers of the Lamb, then ihall we fee him 
coming with power and great glory. All obftacles will 
be laid low ; all difficulties furmounted; and the Church 
of the Brft-born, whofe names are written in Heaven, 
colle3ed frpm the four corners of the earth, ihall com^. 
pofe one fold under one Shepherd. 

If any thing written in thefe pages fhall ftir up the 
heart of but one man to pray more fervently for this 
blelfed advent—if it fire one tongue to fpeak more bold. 
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ly in the name of tbfe Lord Jefus — ifiilhall have re- 
moved the leaft of our unhallbwed prejudices tgatnft 
each other — or tended to conciliate the faithful few, 
ivhom education or higotted aFperfty had diruntied— if 
it (hall help to concentrate our cffofts rnore vigorbufly 
in the one greait obje3^ and to hafteh the defircable e^ 
vent*— then ffaall t not regret the labor of this rcfearchy 
Uhd fhali hope that I haVe nb^t lH«d or written in Vafn. 
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No- I. 

pfinei/e View 0/ thf frtffni State xj JEvang$Ucd Jb^ 

THESE Volumes of Eccl^fiaflical HJftcry fobnn^ 
led toiie jjiDdgmem of the public have been dram^n ' 
vjfi, ainidft ijxc aAonifting cbdn^^cs v?bicb have of late 
convulfed ibejjrcat rcpubHc of Cbrffiendoftn, and tbc 
ifleuc of ihc ronjSift vc fliH waft in awful fufpericc. 
Tbc jGroai Lord of the Universe, however dffli3:ive the 
tdifptotatioiii df hi& pnovkleripe Hiay apptar, \viil ulti« 
nately oycr-rulc cycry event foF his own g^o^y» . apfl 
the iicconapU|hing bis promiSs refpedlinj^ his Chwdti. 
and people. His kingdom is an everlafiing kingdom^ 
and bis doininfon that uhich (ball not be dellroyed. 
The defolations v^hich are wrought iviil uhinnately tail 
dowfi the barriers which have been ere6led againft e^ 
yangeJical religion j and whatever be the event politic 
cally, ^futh and godlinefstihall finally prevail) till tlye 
^artb be covered with the knowledge of the Lord as the 
yaters cover the fea. 

In full confidence that tbe coufifcl of the Lord Ihalt 
^flu redly be rui£ lied in his own appointed time, we may 
with fome pieaiing profpeSls of its near approiacb, coti- 
template tbe prcfent ftate of the Chriftian world; and 
Ihc review will give ftrong reafon to . believe^ amidft all 
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tfsc juft com{>Iaimr>gs of the fpread of infidelity ««anj (!• 
cemiouraeisy that the farme? days were at no time, probL 
Bb&y Ctncc the fiF(| ^read of ChriftiaAitjrst better thaa 
ihefe ; ;iind that,' hdtnanty fpeakmg, ia do age the faciU 
feies urere 6> greats and the means apparently fo efBca-. 
cioudy provtiedfor Reading the knowledge of {alva* 
tion to the ends of the earth, h is impoilibie not to 
^leptore Ihft eirils which ab6imds yet oaghi we npt the 
le& lo revoke in the glorious difiuftori of gofpel- grace^ 
MdE. iiac ^viel^tiy encseallng circle of irife Cfhniilarrky 
. abroad and at heme. Nor cat): yic but tniufge that pteafl 
kig: hope, that the fame ability to fpread the dod;rines 
•£ tfvjihv ^n4 the fpirit oTzjeaV which hath lateLjtiirifen lo 
n^liitihe ;^ttenipt, wiU g^ia.((>rce«as h proceeds; and 
ibaL whenever peace ihall again rciitra to bids the earih 
il|e r<;ftored ccK^montGation aoiong the nations^ &all 
mightity tend to the eitteofion of- the FtedeenairV kiog« 
dbm in Chrilieo4p^} ^ wdi as facilitate a door of eii* 
t£anc;e among the heathen, who have not yet heard hb> 
fiunf,. or fe^n Ijis. g^oiy, •^ 

In the mean time, k ip^y be encouraging as well as 
infti^nfti^e co call a glance over the nations profefling 
Ch*iftianny, to confider their prefent fituatton with retl: 
peft tothc great objc6k fmioht out in the HiQory here 
detail c<l, the trita Spiritual ChurQk of ChriJIj and to be 
confirmed m the conviftionj that it hath increafedfj ii 
increafing,'and ffiall increafeytiU the geiirttes ftiatl come 
to his light, and kin^s to the br igbtnefs of bis riftng* 

In this eoiKrife leiriew, 1 fhaH begin with the Nortlb 
of Ki>rop^^ and proce^ to the S6i«^ ttim to Anwnca 
and the Indies^ an4 pafs ^o New Holland and the Ifl^ 
ands of the PacLEc Oceans that wait for hb la^w, poiat* 
kig out every hopefuli ryn^pfcoo^ that lc;ads to tiflaer ia 
the day& of the Son of Maou 
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RUSSIA. 



, WE have tonfideud. ibt Rate of this vuft eftipif*fj 
b^rdly yci eio^ing how b^rbarifil)^ in coseoy ^ Ae 
provioces, and lialejidvaiiceii in cvangclicai fcf)6urje3^^ 
or pi:a£iicc ; yet ttiay ■ it jufliy * be regarded as a faVor^, 
ble. ciTCUinflance, jtb^t a growing, intcrcoorre Sormtsi 
iviib the inoxe poUibcd naxiom cf Jburcpc^^ fKiiimiMjr 
jead& to a. high ilate of civilization^ and to a faappicr roW 
tivatiob of Uteratiire* And a^ the mofi. tmifnat< c><Ai« 
nefiioiuoiFRufiia are with thofe Protefiam. nations an 
lA/bich the po'Wer of godlinefs inofi prevaiU^ it canndC 
but afifptd opan)( and great opportut^itie^, for the admiC 
tion of real ir.utb and godlinel^s ampng tbem.; efpecia^L 
}y a& the policy of the government fcolds out encouragcl- 
ment to tho fetilement ^f foreigner^ .and indulges alt 
ProicAants with free^crlera<iom This has already fwo^ 
luced lomc happy cffcSs hi the little colony of Ger- 
xn;^n3 on the Wol^a ; the faithful wbo bavearifea in Xt 
thuania ; and probably a few at j««l^ difpexfcd thro^gii 
ihe eippire, ivho^ having rhc book of troib, and lib^«y 
to eoniuk iii> conteiit^, are roofe than nonajnal belirr- 
cr's. It is a great advantage, that Cbiflianiiy is the 
general prdfeffion, that the onhodox creeds arc pfofeSt 
edly the nattcnal belief, and hovcver tpW the prcfeni: 
date of'fpiriiuaj • fttfligion may be araong tbem, fome 
fparks have appeared, and a door of hope is <>pe;T for 
the admiSon of farther light and truth, whenever it A)a!l 
picalc the Lord to arife,and have mercy qw that part of 
bis l^ion.. ' , . 
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SWEDEN,' 

lUlTlERAN hi p§&ktlsoTii ehjoying ifaie fm ufe ^ 
Ae word o£ God, hof^ding tbc Aug&iirg GobfeffioOf 
ttd filled with mtnifter& of the ChriftiAn iaaftiutrf, af- 
Ibrds fymplom^ of real religioiT^ atid pifafpeSs tyf gieau 
er revival. The co^rrcfpondeafces between us apd tbem» 
•f late breathe a eofdial good wilt to the caufe of God 
«d triiib, aiK^i'd inforaiatioa of ne\y efforts making to 
%iread tbc knowledge of evangelicat doarines ambng 
ilx^paor of the (foek ; kad in' ttie very Utnentatibm 
tiiey contain of the ^ead oF infidel prrincipteft, and the ' 
toa greas tndiflFbrence to all fpirttiial retigiooi it is txiaai. 
£^(l there is a body yet retn^kring, who figb for the a^* 
bonrinatiohs that afre eomrmtted^ to- the di&oiior of the •, 
€%rifiijin fia'<lnc, b^ whbfe voice is yet beard, pneacli^ . 
hg and teaching Jefus Chrlft, , however anfaihiooable 
foch fervor may appear^ . an'd fuch trath be regarded. 
If aAive zeat and the pbwer of ^dlinela be at a low 
^bb, there is dill viTaliJty in the body^ and oi^iy waits 
the coming of the fpifit of the Lord, on the* appointed 
Snopfoos^ who fhali caft dbwn the temples of Qagdn; 

ARE ih a ftate fimilar to their neighbor^ ; of, the 
tsmt religious ptofcffion, fharing, I fea^ equally in their 
declenfibns aad' infidelity, but letaining in theif eftab-. 
lifted church the true principle^ arid not dcftitttte of 
feithful witneffes, who preach and teach Jefus Cbri(|» 
know the poA^er of bis refurreflion, and feck to mak^ 
fen known lo'oihcrs. Their milSons to Greenland abdl" 
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lixc Cotfl of MaUbar, fpei.k an attention to the Chrift-. 
ian doQrioe : and whaitter cauic for coaiplair.t ibcrc 
may be of ^zui of zeal and cntafgcmeot in thefe ob- 
jetis, yet, fo far as ihey have gone^ there is a bklfing, 
aad nothing hiivdcr?, whenever the Lord th\.ll vv^ken 
iheir miniilers lo if jfc vigoroa» e;«crtios>s, but ihai ibey 
m&ytat^r iu both the ludiesi aau Hfc up the t>^Dner 0f 
tbecrofc. 

* GERMANY. ' 

THIS f aft cwiotry,diviiIcdkHo difTcrent principaJi 
lies the cradle orrcforomtian, in io many place* afiordbg 
flron)> fyaiptoma of awakened zeal for the catife of 
ChriQ ; and from whence the good Moravians bavc 
gone forth lo fpread eminently the gofpel acnong the . 
heathen, may be juftiy expe^ed to have their >outh 
renewed, as the eagle's. In the north, chiefly Prqipft- 
ant, much trtie religion ii yet to be found. The d«nti« 
al meeting of many zealous Lutheran mtniflers }n Ltxi^. 
tia;, proves, that a living body of faithful witn&ffe^ ftitf 
fubfifts* FroQ> Berihr^ Lufalia, Saxony, Sec, correfi* 
pondences of ite noft pieafmg nature atrure,that therms 
is a generation to thei praife of the glory of God's grace* 
Efforts are made to fend forth men of faith and truth^ 
to addrefs the poof, and fpr'cad religious iraQs, and the 
labors are bleft. It mutt be acknowledged, that in Ber- 
lin, and all the courts of Germar^y, the faifaionable phi,» 
lolophv has made a rapid progrefs^ and thofe wbo bad 
confededty no part in th^ kingdom of God in ibeir 
hearts, were ready to take refuge in infidelity, and to 
treat the religion of Jefus wiib contempt ; but it hatb 
furvived their Pagan predeccffors, and it will live and 
fiouriOi when all its reviters (hail fade as the kaf. Ma^ 
Y X 
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ny continue id lift up a (laniard againft the orcrffbtfw 
ings of ungodliaeft. Of late, a fpirit <£ zeal and life 
feems awakened in divers places, and it is hoped th« 
number of faithful witneffes increafes. The door is of- 
pen^ knd hojycirer there tmf be many adverfattes, they 
have apparently much lefs dHficuUiei^to edcountier,thaii 
tuthcr, Carloftadt, and others met znd^ overcame. W* 
have affurcd evidence^ that many faithful laborers there . 
Cultivate-ihe Lord's vineyard. The cordial approba- 
tion expreffed^ and the affedionate' rfgard teftified to« 
xvards thofe in EngUnd, who hfaVp lately turned'^theilr 
attention to tbe poor heathen^ demonftrate that the iove 
of the truth (till lies deep at their hearts. May their 
owrr labors tend more abuadantly to diSuie it on etN^i^ 
fide! ' 



, > POLANDi 

NOW no more a fcparate kingdomihAs eettiMy by 
its partition, loft tiotbing on the fide of cvtfigeKcai r«t 
Ngion, and at lead gained greater ikciltties for its iidmtf. 
iion, irtiencver the Lord (hall pour out iiis fpiik, ralfc 
np inftruments, and fetid them fdnb to fiabor^im that 
barren landi Thofe under RufiSan and Pmffia^n domin^ 
ion, win probably meet no obftade frotA govemmem itt 
the introduftion of the true gofpel.- if good fubj*as^ 
it will be permitted to them to choofe their own rcBgi** 
ous profeffion. That fpiritual matters a^c ^t a very 
tow ebb, is much to be feared, where R<jrfnanirm his fd 
long predominated, and Socinian Chriftifiinity held f<>ir 
a while its ftrong holds: but ^e darkeft moment pre^.. 
cedes the da wo» Arife Lord, and plead thiae own 
caufe ! 
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UNITED PROVINCES. 

OF -all the nations- of the Coniinent of tjse reformc^l 
#eUgion9 inthefe provinces it3 xnoA living .po^'cr fecms 
€o bavcbcen preierved* Wc hayc feen their hiftory^ 
^nd in this aK3inent of politkal criGs, have the pleafinf 
evidence, tbsit' whatevei- their futnre defiination may be, 
binder whatever goveinoient fubfiAing, the fpiiit of life 
Jind truth ftiil bt>rns among them with an unexiinguifh.^ 
ed ardor, {^reatlyai they may havefufiered by preceding 
4)eelenfions, or more lately from French fraternity, wr 
know there is a precious, feed pre(erv<rd in the midfl of 
thein, both mihillers and people, who are counted |o 
the Lord for a generation. The convu10ons they 
have under;gone, and the fufferings they have ^ndAired, 
have purified many in the fires. They hav< felt the 
Lord's contJTOverfy with them, and hav« att^akened from 
ihe torpor of indifi'erence. A fpirit ^of zeal and a&iVi- 
if is excited. At Rotterdam many have united for the 
purppfi^ of extending the gofpel amon^ the heathen. 
In Frieiland a confiderahle number of minifiers have 
8(rociate4 for the fame>>leired e^d. Some happy fymp. 
ioms of a deeper concern about eternal things has jp- 
pearcd in different places, and thefe awakenings fpeak 
pf efen^meicy, and augqr fiiture ^leffings. A preparar 
tion is begun, whetiever happy days of peace fbail re^ 
iurn, for arifing to^ the help of ifae Lord ; and with 
ibeir renovated commerce, none are iikely to poffefs 
greater opportunities of fpreadiog the gofpel among thir 
j^eath^ than oar £iiuvian brethren^ * 
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PASSING lap ihe Rhino to its fotnrc©, «^*c fcmow at 
'Franckfort, and Neu^iedi anti probably as other places, 
that there is a fahbfui pcopte, ^hncffing to the po«er of 
the gofpeJ, exicnding iheir dcfire.^ tq i|ie heathen, 2m4 
langirvg for the fprcad of faving troth into dU lands. 
We have affurcd evidence, that the Smb Csinton%^ 
bo we>?er' declined in religion^ or ravaged by invaders, 
^re not delHtute of the living power of godlinefs, and 
many are affociated for the revival of rr«c Chrifliapi:^y, 
At Bali I and Zurich are found men irr wbotn^ is the 
'fpirit t)f iKe living God^ mIid are united ta fpread his 
gloriati« gofpel around them, atvdafe tccato^i^fly difpofed 
4o forward mrflTioaary efforts among tlte heiidteB. Such 
a marked evidence of active cxertfons^ ftiani'cfts tfaejrcf- 
U»ainirt|» power of divine grace in the mdA- vf ihtm ; 
and, thai from them fiiall the word^of.God ftgaiw fo«md 
forihyand that they ihall be rnade Weffed awiihappy tur 

finiovcats in the preaching of the evertafttnig g^/peU . 

» .'.■'•■•,•.» 

FRANCE. ' 

IN tUc prefent convulfed, and turpid flatc ^f thaf 
great nation^ where all ri^ligion leenis f»r a wWJc to be 
Qveftiirned, it is dilG^uU ^ fay^ what tru« religion: is 
yet hidden among ihens^. and what may be hoped, wlieB 
quiet of any kind, and a fettled gQvern«}ent fiiall Aic. 
ceed to the ftarts of war, and ravage, under which all 
the provinces groan. Many Protcflanis are found 
holding faft the faiihful word. We know tiiat in tian- 
gucdoc an, earned dcfirc has been exprcfled to fend ^r- 
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mon^ thctn w^irifterg, y^fco fliould preach the pure g<i>f- 
pql of Chnfl. We have evidence ihai fomt fuch are 
laboring with zea! in Aiface. in connexion wiih ihc fo* 
cicty St Bafil : and it can hardly be doiibted, ^hat in o- 
iherpfoce&^shfiv^vcr ih:efpirii<;f Proteflant zesll in^yfcave 
dkclmcd, tha( the. Lord haib mn left JnjDfclf vithpui 
jfilaeffes* Vv^hen ihe day ih^»H icome, tbat fdf nflly in- 
lcrc<>BrfcJ^{WceB c^mendiH|5> nations fliall be reflpied, 
the i)««iber pf ihcfe vjll pioloably be found, more than 
jwc evVpeticd, and the ver) nuferies of ihe, kingdom to 
fewe comiibuted lo call men's mind loa deeper con* 
<ideraijo» of eternal tbing». Though I, can look onjy 

. OR ihofc of tUei reformed religion for the extenfioo of 
ihe Redcctner'e Ivingdom^ and believe it jsfrofn,th/e«i 

. ii muft nyife ; I me^n not tp fuggefl that rea) rpiritoai 
jt^en maynot.bc fourKi amprp; the French Catholic*! 
%'ibp htve not rcnounxccd the Lprd Jcfo^Cbrifti, though 
ibcy may have been refliained from more open confpf- 
lion of him hi thofc days of rebuke and blafphciny ; 
«ttd thi^i. good, I Jnrti, Ihall *fi(e out of all ilie evils 

. vbich bavc preceded,, that inen'5 inind* vill be mere 
prepared, for. the. gofpel word, and greater Uberty in re- 
ligfous matters be admitted, whatever party may finaU 
Jy prevail, than was before; The very kindnefs fhewn 
to their exiles, will teach at leaf! a niorc tolerant fpirit. 
If the barriers of bigr>try are broken down, and ibme 

. of the fiumbiic>g^bk)ck-s removed ou4 of the way^ divine 
truth will fi«d eaficr »ccc(3^; and, whenever the Lord 
(ball fpeak the vtotdy great will be the company of the 
preaicl^fs. Whyitnay notthis people, after all its con. 
mitfions, become a praife in the earth ? 

Tr&m fhis rc<vicw therefore of the Protfjlant caufe on 
ihe cjoniioect, there appears in all lands a preciou* feed 
CQSMcd to.Uie Loi4'for a genexaiion, and 9 bodv rea- 
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dy for skQlvt fcrvicej^boaj^ frjajill, . aii4 of no n^pmtmm 
fioD, yd among the we^k things of Gq4 that ajrc finoi^ 

In all the C^ikoiic cmniric&gSi f^€ cf gteat dcbiluy 
baft teen apparent, and the viaU of. wratb haib bee;^ 
particulariy pduredout on the throne of tjfie beafi« 
The ecdefiatiics, the contrents, and aO the wealth an4 
magnificence attached to theai,^have been in an efpe^ 
ciai manner the obje£ls of deftru^ion y an4 are fo lallv 
cn^ a& probably never to rife up again to their formeir 
weight and importance. The prevalence of impiety 
and infidelity, howeve^ greatly to be deplored, haa caft 
contempt upon the dogmas of pt^ery^ and loofened en 
fry man's bonds from that fervitude of opinioii, io 
vbich they had been (^ long held. To read and tbink 
is a liberty now generally taken ; and however the beft 
things are abufed, the benefits, with all the srhufe^ gi^at^ 
}y preponderate. Perfecution, on account of opJniQna« 
^ill, henceforth, inore di (fie ally be fupported, and itf 
£ivagenef^ at lead controled. A fenfi^ of inPterefi, af 
well as (be dilates of humanity^ prefcril^ci greaier ini^ 
dulgence to men of different fenttments,. whiift thpf ar^ 
ufcful,.peaceable, and induftrious fubjeds. £ven the 
lawlefTnefs, libertinifm/and univerfal rage for pleafure, 
however criminal, offer no fueh barriers to divine truthf 
and the conviSions of confcience, as the falfe religion^ 
ftiperftkiou* praSices, and com^rnutattons ^f popwy. 
The idea of pardon being to be purchafed in this life, 
and the torments of the next bought oS*^ were muclf 
more fatal opiates to the confqience, than M the fuggeC 
lions of infidelity. The latter left the heart more op:e^ri 
to the Tword of the fpirit, which is the word of God ; 
the former ftccled men againft all convi^ion, and loIU 
ed.the confcience afleep in a pretended religious JK^:^ 
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HtftT there Vast Ao' hope. Thus all the circumftaticctf 
confidered, in all the laods of popery, the obflrufiionr 
are' certainly dianniflied, and the way. of accets eafier 
for the admiffion of evangelieal truth, and a filent prep, 
tration oiftdft for the way of the Lord.' I have no 
doiirbt thki a few years wHI fee the pure gofpel preaeh^^ 
cd In France, and even in that bigotted country, the 
Ketheriandsv Italy, refcued by the warriors of the 
Greek and PrbtefiaBt profeffioos in a great meafore, can' 
hardfy forbid toleration to the religion of their defend^ 
crs ; and Spain and iPortugsrf, though laft, yet in the 
end (hall be enlightened with the beams of gofpel ^race. 
In the cbniideration therefore of all circumliances on 
the continent, I cannot but infer, the great dedenfioti 
of the popift) power, the moie abundant facility for the 
admiflion of religious enquiry, arid the probability^ that 
aa the arms of perfecution aire weakened, the exerliona 
oFthe fiiithful will be increafed, and a part of the pref. 
fare being taken off the fpring, its elafticity will over- 
come the remaining rcfiftancc. I look forward to the 
approaching century with hope, for great increafe of the 
§nc trut Churchj of the redeemed^ whofe naines are 
written in Heaven. 

• 

tHE fiRITlSfi ISLES. 

BRITAfN feems prefcrved in a peculiarmanner fof 
the purpofcs of God's glory in the revival of religion in 
the earth. Providentially favored with an extcnfion ©f 
commerce, fuch as no nation ever before poffeffed : en, 
abled by her refources to flop the ravages of the Gallic 
torrent, which threatened to fwccp the earih with defcJ* 
lation ; and in her bofom containing a bocjy of fuch 
fiiiihftil people, as perhaps no other kingdom on the 
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earth ca« ptoAacc. The anprazinj? increaft of gofprf 
truth among oorfelves, the fpirit of aftiviiy which hath 
been of late exerted to make known the glory, and to 
trc& the kingdom of our Immanuel in the beans of 
men — the many, and increafing affaciatrons to difFufie 
the knowledge of Chrift Jcfus, wherever our wooden 
t>ulwarks float on the ocean— -the vaft number of faiths 
ful wimefTei rifing up at home-^and the readinefs of a 
uiultitude to devote themfeives to the fervice of the 
beathea in all lands^-^all thefe things fpeak an aera high* 
ly aufpicious to the progrefs o( evangelical religion, and 
the more extenfive fpread of true Chriftianity, than oar 
lioaes ba^l before feen or hoped for, or any of the agia 
that are paft prefented to our view. It is indeed ytt 
but the moi^ning fpread upon the mountains; but if 
God will work) it (hali fhine more and more unto the 
perfedl day. Deploring, as we juftly may, the wide 
fpreadiog ravages of infidel opirriona y the t^ig^^r purrait 
of diflipation which abounding wealth affords ; the eardU 
ly tempers engendered and nouriihcd by great commet' 
cial engagements ; and the irreWgion of the many, the 
wife, the mighty, arid the noWe ; yet i( there found in 
the midft of us, a great apd a£live body, who have the 
kingdom of the Lord and his Chrift fupremely at heart ; 
and arc willing to fpend ^nd be fpent,in this bleffed 
work. Nor at any time fince the Reformation hath 
there been found a [more diffufcd knowledge of the 
' truths of th^ gofpet, and a more apparent difpofitioii to 
extend the coiiin;iunication of them to the end& of the 
earth. 

It is a favorable feature in the compartfon of our 
condition with other nations, that in our feminaries of 
karning, ppen infidelity meets no encouragement. Oar 
oniverQiies profels orthodoxy } and however they kavs 
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ibarcd in tbc general taini, and been degraded in the 
feik^c of Chn6ian graces, thereis (till fc*nri fn tile miiJft 
i>C ibcm a ptcciGi/s feed, ar)d incrcafing, cf thdfe \{b6 
ziQ not arfi'^tned of the. gofpel of Chrift. And thcdgh 
ioO many come forth vyho have drank of the tiller wa- 
iers,,and jgo out lo feek their place in lie ^'dildly fane- 
i^ary of iVejChurch, eag^r to fectire its preferments, and 
fittle careful of the fquls committed to their charge ; yet 
:(ome. are found rnen oFa difFcrent flampy Vh'6 haVc'nol 
fo learned Cbrifl^ but hive been taught by the great In- 
terpreter the things which be of the fpirit of God, and 
taiihfuliy preach and teach Jefbs Cbrift; It is atfo a 
fingular token for good, ihai fcreral highly pronrifing 
rertiinaric* ar« ereSed entirely vrith a view to maintain 
4hc puriiy of gofpel trOtli/into^hich none are inten- 
tionaily admitted, nor frOHi in'hichany arrfent out, but 
fuch as give rfcaforiablc ground of confidcnec, that they 
<Eav€ ihetjifeives tafted that the- Lord is gracious, and cm- 
pc£t' noUrrgher honor or reward j than to be able ta tef- 
tify to others ho\* gracibu« that Lord is, afnd how Weffi. 
ed arc ihicy who know, love, fcrvr and dnjoy him. A- 
6oui two ihoufand fijch we ha^e in the mid ft of us aL 
rjcady laboring, and heard by arbout fix hundred ihou- 
fand auditors wiib^ferious attention: and whilft the 
niimber of the faithful preachers is cdniinually iricreaC 
lYig, the I^ord ii plcafcd to add unto his Church daily df 
fuch as fhall be (avedi It is a pleafing faft, uhich in 
my rcfearcbes has come under* my own knowledge, and 
ihould ftimulaie to growing aQivity in the work of 
God : that the labors of an individual have been tteft 
fo cxtenfively, as to have called about forty pctfons to 
th« knowledge of the truth under his mindry, who are 
now preaching the gofpel, or have finilbed their courfc 
with joy. A land where God has been pleafed fo evi- 
dently to manifcft his power and grace, isj I ui^ft, re- 
Z i 
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fcrved, not ftnly to be a praifcr in the «atthrbot )tl^ 
chofcn inftrum-iit in the hand of bis Pi:o«0encc toprp;^ 
mote the coming of his kingdqoa thraughif>(^;;^4l nauonii- 
till the expcSed end fl^IIcuiBe,^ - 



eONTAINS nill in iu bafom the precious fccaV 
dellincd to bring forth fruit unto life eternal througli^^ 
that vaft continent. The ftrogglcs for liberty have not 
proved the rooft friendly to the progreft of religion, yet 
the growing population, and the increafing importance oC 
the United States, afFowi' ft rong arguments to expe£t a 
great diflRifion of gofpeV knowledge. The fpread" of 
new fettlcrs farther and farther aniong the Indian na- 
tions — the perfeft freedotn and toleration every where 
cftablilhed— the number of faithful and zealous, mtn^ 
who hold faft the faithful word^-the. number of. Method- 
rft focietiics every where formed— ^ the ^ cflaWiChmcnts. of 
the Moravian brethren^ — the focicties lately formed ia 
New-Ypf k, and GonneQicut, for the purppfcs of fendu 
ing the gofpel to their heathen neighbors, and evan^U 
ifing the Indian Tribes — the, cxpulGon of the French., 
from Canada— and the fceblenefs of the Spani^ird to the 
fouih — above all, the great revival of religion in- many 
parts of the United States before recorded,- all confpire, 
to open a door for greater difFufion of truth, and em- 
bolden us to exped: faithful miflionaries^ who Ihall arife 
to carry the knowledge of falvation from the banks of 
the MifEfippi, through the yet unexplored regions thai 
lead to the Pacific Ocean; I have before, me an ac- 
count of efforts made and making to iraverfc this vaft . 
cxpanfe, and to form a communication withthe wefie^n 
eoafi^ fo lately furveyed b/ Capt. Vancouver and Capi. 
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Srbught5n. Mr. Mackenzie, from Montreal, has reach- 
ed thefea coaft ndt far from Nootka Sound, and le^ 
turned; But if commercial piirpofics can lead men jo 
fuch attempts, furely the fouls of nien are a greater ob^ 
jcQ, and demand more mighty efforts to fcek and favc 
thenu Every day the pradicabiMty of CBlarging the cir- 
cle is'more apparent, and wbilft the means of new fctile. 
menta in tbefe unknown legions multiply, a tirorg dif- 
pofiiipn appears to carry the gofpel, as well as the com- 
jBerce and arts of Europe, to the numbeis of favage na- 
tions, which occupy this taft territory. 

THE ISLES .OF THE GjREAT SOUTHERN 
pCJtAN, 

ARE yet more acccffible, and have en):;aged particu- 
Jar attenrion, and though difBculties ajid dilappointments 
retard the progrcfs of tbofe men of Gcd, %vho are en^ 
gaged in this highly laudable attempt, to carry the evcr- 
TaRing gofpel to thcfc populous and fruitful iflands, yet 
Tuch a commencement hath been made, fuch a fund pro- 
vided, fuch evidence obtained of the prafticability ofihe 
attempt, ar^d fuch facilities for the execution of it, that it 
can hardly be doubted but that in a very few years that 
bemifphere will turn to the fun of righicoufncfs, and en- 
joy the brighlnefs of bis fhining. Peculiarly favorable 
circumftances will engage attention to thefe countries^ 
The fertility of the foil— the beauty and healthinefs of 
the climate — the uncivilized ftate of the natives, which 
gives Europeans To great an advantage over them — the 
facility wherewith fettlements may be formed — and t^<5 
cafinefs wiil^ which they can be maintainei^r—bcfu cstbe 
probability, that the fpirit of commerce and adventure 
will make fomc cfiTay to fecure the firll advaniagcs, and 
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forward civilizatioji, if the gofp6l wfcicS 'we 'have kpf 
4h€m Sxould ndt by its own divmc jStswer prbdurc all 
the happy effeQs upon the naiiires, which w« bope and 
expedlio hear. 

ASIA, 

TEEMING ii?iih an iramcnfc population, efkr^ 
through the fettlotncnts of the Euro^Dcans, a door of 
hope for the cnti^ance of the everlaiiing golpeL la 
Bengal a noble attempt has been made by the BaptiRt, 
vbich though yet a day of fmali .l)^ings^ w^ hope Ihall 
have great increafe, it affords one pr6of more, that 
when zeal is a\vake ihcfre is no fuch lion in the ftreet5 as 
fhould affright with his roaring. Other, attempt*, 
though feeble, arembking to fend the fighc of trarh in- 
to that benighted region, were, though: the thoufarida 
and ten thoufands of Europeans bav^ feiikd for fhc ob- 
jeds of gain, few have thought ihofe of gbdlinefs ^orih 
purfuing, and in all that can be called religion, the dif- 
ference between a Chriftian, a Mahon^dan, and a 
Gentoo, is but the name. On the Malabar coaft a lew, 
and but a few, labor as a kind <^f foJ-lorn hope under 
the patronage of ifie great fociety in Londoa, for prop- 
agating the gofpel : their numbers thinned by death, 
and n^>t replenilhcd by men df equal fpirit ti^ith die d^. 
parted, the mifiTion languifbes, and eaib fcvr more vigor 
in the piirfuit of ihe obje^S, and greater care in the fc- 
leflion of the miflionaries. A new fociety of the epif- 
copal clergy lately formed, will, it is to be hoped, take 
tlic defolate regions into their care, and turn their atten- 
tion to thefe countries where Bramhaand^ahomed yet 
reign unconirouled ; and where all the vaft and popi}- 
loiis countries, from the Thracian Bofphoru* to Japan, 
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\ftdeaitutc of every fpark of Cfcrifljamty, and. 
'^ <lajrkftcf« of Ipiruu^il dtraib : oh^ 4bai ihey 
N^to r#cwnei« ot life 1 

^. 

AFRICA, 



^ 



K as hcf footy inhabitants, and overwhelmed 
dentfaeiai ignoraivQe, <>r tte Niahomedan dcmfion^ 
4itsf!>r cbc iuQ of u^hieoufnefs. A gleam ha^i daned <io 
her coafts, at Sieira Leone, and the Cape oi Good 
Hope, the harbinger of a bitffcd day. At pre! en (, 
however, few, are found laborers in ihis uncultivated 
vineyard. The report from Sierra Leone, aftords r>o 
fanguine Vxpeftation from thai quarter. The labor* 
•of the good Moravians at the Cape prefent a more 
hdfefui appearance. The attempt of Dr. ^Vanderkemp 
and his affociates has brgun with the moll promifin|r 
appearances, and if the increiafc be anfwerable to the 
commencement, the harveft will be plenteous. The 
account which has been given under the head of mif^ 
fions cannot but awaken the cries of the faithful for 
SDQie laborers in thi& vine)ard, and to expcB from this 
providential opening, that Jbthiopia and Saba will fooo 
Aretch out their h^nds unto Cod. 

From the whole of this review it cannot but flrike the 
attentive obfervcr, how very circumfcribcd is the extent 
of the Church of the livingGod, and how immenfe the na- 
tions flill deftftute of the lii^hi of life, who are noiwith- 
flanding given to Chrift for his inheritance, and who 
(t\z\\ come forth from darkncfs, and fhew.themfelves at 
the divine call, when he fl^all come to claim the throne, 
whofe right it is. and to '.^ overturn, overturn, overturn,'' 
all the enemies, who ihail rife up sgaind him. Fully 
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txpc6iiog the accompUniment of what God had TpokcD, 
the preceding biliary has opeoed what bach been donc^ 
^hac U doing,aod what may be hoped. If we merely rea. 
fooed oa the difficulties, and the power we poiTefs, our 
hearts might welt faint, and qui hands b( feeble ; but if 
we believe the great and precious proniifeS| all things 
are poffihie to hicn that betieveth* Heaven an^ earth 
fiiall pafs away, bat not one jot or tittle of God*s word 
of prophecy and prpmife IhaU ever pafs away until tbe. 
whole is fulBlled. The things impoflibie for men art 
jpoUible to God. 
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bn the mop probahli means of extending and tnlargin^ 
the Spiritual Church of Chnjl^ pufticuldrly inikc Htd. 
then World. 

I^HE objcft cfciefly k^pt in view in ihefe voium^v 
[ has been vbe fpiruual Church of Chrift, cboipoied 
of the mdividuals in alt ages, 5^ho have held the doc. 
trinei of godlinefs^ and adorned them by an exeoiplarjr 
converfatioR* From fuch alone can adivity be ex« 
pe3ed in extending to others the ineflimabie bleffif)gs 
of the everlafiing gofpel, the tranfcendent exceUeficc 
of which they have themfelves proved, and cotnpar- 
ed with which, all things befides appear in their eyes 
to be dung and tefs. Thefe have been brought forth 
whei^ever diicovcred, among all nations, and of whatever 
denomination of Chriftians. Whether the impartiality 
profefied has been facredly maintained the public mud d<r« 
termine j confcious of the difficulty of being exempt from 
the prejudices of education or connections, the author 
can only caft himfelf on the candor of thofe who are beft 
acquainted with the fubjed, are themfelves fpiritual men, 
and know how bard it is to prevent all undue bias in re- 
ports and reprefentations, which have religion for their 
objcfl : fuah will not feverely cenfure the miftakes. 



-Quas aut imcuria fudit* 



A tit humana paraai cavit natara. 

■ ■■ n ubich, through matttnthn^ wr the imperfection ofhurnan^ tut' 
fyrit l^avc crept in. 

In one thing he is confident he is not miRaken, that 
ihe fupreme defire of his foul is to fee the coming and 
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gfoty of .Chrift'a kingdom, by wbomfoevcr promoted, 
or by whatever means accomplifhed. How this n[>ay 
be moR fpecdily and effefiually done, has bcert the pre. 
Vdi'io^ OTjccl of bis conlidcraiion and labors for 'more 
than fofiy ^t^is^ and it hath been the faprert^e delight 
of ihcfe years ^^ ^^^ ^he pleafure of the,Lord profper- 
ing, in a h-ippV revival of fpiriiuil religion, and the pra- 
^rcls of Ute b^ond bis ino^ faiigaine expe6iiatioiis. ^ 

That tb^ g(ypel fh >uld be prc^aehed to every cre9^ 
tatci is the clear and indifputable command of Him,' 
vhom all •Clirillun* profefs ihemfelves bound to hear 
•nd obev ; and with mt ireturning to the coniideratibii 
«Kf what conftiiutcs that unaiultsratcd wori^ it is evident 
totbcoioft (uperficial ohferver, how immenfe are the re*- 
igto^^ which have not heard the name of our RedecmeR 
And.cvcn where his gofpel hath been long preached, haw 
Istilehaihits divine infliencc been mlinifefledin theheaHs 
of men? Ttierc is therefore the mjff imperious call of 
4iaty on all thofc* who- have believed to the faving of 
their f>ol«, loroafe^up every exertion to diffafe the 
•knowtcdgc of Chriil's redemption, through the habitafblc 
gto^c* Meacannot believe in him of whom thev have 
j»3theard, nor hear without, a p^reacber. WholbaM go, 
may deferve folcmn confideration. That great ihodd 
b«.rhe company of the preachers, ia the view of the vaft- 
ncf$ of the htatbcn world, as well a& the torpidity^ of 
thofei profeflSog ChrifUanity, can admit of ^no doubt or 
difpute. To*pj"ovide proper in(jiruiiients, therefore, 
fliould engage the deepeft attention of all who would 
not come under tjie charge pf knowing the path oC.duty 
and oeglc£ling it. . . \ 

It is one of -the (ingular features of tl^e prefent'^day 
that there feems to be an uncommon coutern »• 
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vxkened to tiia objeftj ihroughoiit the ChriOtati ^wor M, 
Tb« Sot:i€ttef form^ed in London, Scotijufid, Aoierica, 
Halland, ihe Cape, ¥rith the correJ^odrng tnr mbera 
Ihroiigti all ChriOendom, aninratcd by the fame fptrit^ 
^tid avowing the fame dcfjgn, give foine reviving hope 
that Ibis is tbe dawn of that Klaricas day which we ex« 
ped, attd fo dcvo\idy pray for, when we try, ** 'f ht 
KiNasoM coi^E." The very fpirit cxifting, has do^ 
feiHcd immediately. to produce forrte pleafing ctfefils in 
all laRds^ and caHing forth the £eal of very many, tit 
fpreading ibe life of godlinefs arouod theifi, has evi« 
dcntly prepared the way for tbe ifcadtution of the ve- 
ry purpofca of their afluciatioD^ hy roufing the atteA- 
tiooi and engaging the i^rndj of their brethren to be 
/dlow-bc!pers of cbe truth ; by farnifhiiig fuppHes, and 
. encouraging men of like zealto fay, " Krream I9 fend 
tne." What has been done by one of thefe focietie* 
has been noticed in fome of the preceding pages, and 
ail all chefe infiitutions are as yet in an infant (late, it 
can hardly be conjeftured what they will be able to 
atchieve ; but if they follow the exannple of the Lon- 
don MiSionary Society, and that body proceed wit^h th« 
vigor with which it bath begnti, it is impoffibie to fay 
how great a part of the heathen warld may come to the 
brighmefs of Chrift'i rifing. It is juftly to be appre- 
hetided, that fo great a work will not proceed without 
difficulties and difappointments. The great enemy of 
fouls win not be ?fleep, but exert his devices jo difcour- 
age or to diftra£l. Nor will it be from without merely 
that there will be ftruggles; tir/Mi>i, men's views are fo dif- 
ferent, and their difpofition fo ijnlil^e, that id the beft 
afTemblies and the moft approved cha rafters, it will 
not be poffible to prevent diverfities of opinions and 
want of unanimity, even when tbe members wi(h to aik 
ao^ight) and have the caufe truly at« heart. Nutbi^g 1^^ 

A A A 
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the power and prefencc of him who can ovcr-rulc the 
eorrupc afFe&tons of finful men, and irla|ie them to be 
of one mind in an houfe, and efpecialijr in very large 
bodiesj can cement their union fo as to dire& t4>e ina« 
BQentum of their efforts to fome great and pra£lica\>ie 
ebjeSs. It mufi be acknowledged that in thit bchaUF 
the Moravians appear to give a mod edifying exampU,. 

Where thitc objcQs of miffionary labours cbicQy ?«'«•* 
fern themfelves, and how they may mod efFe^ally be 
accomplifhed, I {hall therefore venture to fuggeft ;'and 
whether it (bould be my mercy to fee them fulfilled, or 
fieeping in the dud, to hope th^ii others* eyes will be 
more blefied, I (ball co^nt it the great felicity and chief 
end of my life, if I can contribuie in the lead meafiire 
to facilitate the execution of thefe noble defigns. 

In viewing the defolationsof the heathen world ontr^ 
cry. fide, our fird attention will be required to weigh 
with deep intelligence of the fubjed, what reafonable 
hopes may be entertained ; and where the door of en« 
trance opens with the faired profpefils of fuccefs. Some 
of the greated and mod populous nations, facb>9S Cht-> 
na and Japan^ crowded with inhabitants, millions up- 
on millions furntfh adefirable field, but the nattii^ of 
their government fecms to ^rbid ail accefs, and it 
would only be devoting vi6lim& to the (laughter, to feod 
thither tbofe men of God, who fliould teach and preach 
jefus Chrid. Divine Providence has n^t af yet made 
the path drait into thefe lands, and we need- no vifion 
to forbid us making the attempt* . 

The heathens in Afia, to whom we rtiay have accefs^ 
h) our wide extended territories in the Ead, differ a 
more pra£UcabIa dpor of hope, though droog an^ p^** 
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•ilViar barriers fence tbcm around, whether Hindoos or 
Mahonicdans. Where »God wiU work, none can let it ; 
4>ut wheti we arc furveying ihe^greai objcdis, and cdnfid* 
CTing according to human probability where the Lord 
-points ihjC way for the execution of his defign^ and 
withfachinjlruments as we crepr&vide^yl bav« alwa) s been 
convinced that the heathen, who are in an inferior fiatc 
x>f knpt^icdgc and civilization, arc to be pfcferrcd tp 
thdfe who arc))oi advanced. Thcfe vie\*s <:oincided 
.nvith ihofc; of the London Miflionary Society, and they 
accordingly preferred as the fccne of their ppcrationii 
the iflands of the Pacific Ocean, and the uniutpred fo« 
of Africa, tp^the more inOruQed inhabitants of the In« 
4t>eft I and hitherto nothing has occurred to in>peach the 
tirifdom of their decifion ; b*it comrariwife, with as few 
obftacles as could poffibly be expefled, the Lord fecms 
to be opening a -door of falvatioh to the Gentiles in ^ 
variety of places, and more help is needed than can ea*- 
fily be fupplied. When a thoufand lands are alike deflL 
tute, we can only hope to fupply the more urgent calls^ 
and lay a foundation on which pthers .may eredl a Iarg« 
«r fi^erQrudure. * ^ 

It wUI be worth attention, to confider tie ftatioris t^ 
be fixed upoit^ as moft advantageous for the extenfive 
fpread of the cverlafting gofpel, wbera the appar? nt dif. 
iiculties of admiflion are kaft, and the prbfpeQs of 
f&ccefs greateft ; and J am fully perfuaded none can 
be found preferaible to thofe we have already taken, 
and where a happy, commencement hath^been made for 
a more abundant prdgrefs. 

Whoever is well verfcd in the geography of the 
country, will immediately difcern, that in the Pacific 
JdiXM^ no two Aations can be cbpfen more centra^ 
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MnA ^tended with mote peeuttar advfttiCages^ thah Ton^'' 
gauboo and O^aheitc. If wo atiempl bad i!vef beeh 
made^ and the rpbjed %ere now firft canvaiTed, ihefo 
t^'ould probably decide every umbisking and impreju* 
diced' mimd, as the place frooi whence the go/pel) onet 
there fixed, might more eaGly be %read ibro^g^ th0 
immenfe iQands of that ocean. We have made ibe e(^ 
fay, and have now cpnclu&ve evidcrtce of the praiQi^' 
^ability of the (cheme^ and the difiereol bodicoi of our 
initfionary brethren fcated in each of theie ftatioM| 
have provided us vivh a facility of mealDS for |«ocee<^ 
iijg, equal to every rcafonable hope. We have ob* 
tained the bnguage, are fHoiliarifed vkbtbiBQWlYi^aef 
ihe people, and charmed vitb the aibundalQCe of tbcfetf"^ 
and Idlubriiy of the clitnate* 

. The ignorance, Ae levity, the ft»pidity> the ptriftrfet 
ntfs of the heathen, we expe£^ to rneei^ aad overcomes^ 
If therefore thi& ought to ht » pfi^ipat objeAy if wt 
but now fif It confiiLttd merely where i9^ tbould beg^n 
with the greatcft profpefh^of fajccefe, how taiupk nmre 
pught our paft experience to /determine a* jto proceed 
with greater vigor, and more confidefabte reinforce, 
mcnts to feCure the advanta^ges wii bave giiiied, to 
fconrolidate the work we fa;)v&comtiience«l,atid lo-for«l 
{n each, fi^cb a feitieoient, a», we fkyay be flfi<ora% ceiV 
tain, will be able to maintain irfelf, and diffufb the iighl 
of truth on every fide. 

It i» evHler^ty that thus ocei^pymg the moft eUgjble 
Aations of this great ocean, with an e»fy and cot^anct 
communication eftabiilhed with our brethren, and that 
e^^pable of being carried on, nol otilty WLiho«K exhUufi. 
itrg our funds, but with advantage to them, if cnr fsref. 
est iiiuatipn were wifely impror^^ we ihoutd be eiadsk^ 
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ifor fefvice^ of the mo& txtcnfivc kind. From Otahc- 
itCf all' the Society Iflanc^ tbofe lo the caft in Bou^ 
gaioriVte** arcbi]>€:bgos tliofr to ih© foutb vhich h»va 
been d^covered) Toteuai and oibjtrs ; the Marquef^s to 
the north; ai^d as c-^^r powers itifcreared, (he Sandwjth 
|rfi3Dd»; thele are within an cafy reach, and the qpaft 
mt north weft America equally acceffible. A rchooQer, 
^hich emild. cafiiy be . boiit^ vrould he fi^fiicicnfi. 
to vifit and keep up contie&ians.with all ibofe places^ 
whenever we bad formed a (olid (ettlement at Matavai,' 
and could iffue forth from thence, with (bch ^$ would 
be poflefled q>F tlie tangu'agc, and probably auended by 
foiDC of the sativea (bemfelye^ } fat it is nekher pre*' 
itiippitiouft ner abfurd, to expcfi that the Lord wiii give 
«r( fame oi* their (buU for our wage«, and that their chiU 
dtcti may be broughi ujp in tbic nijiiti^rip apd adqaonitioil 
^f the Lord^ 

Teihaptt a yet iiobler Beld opeoif from -Tongaiaboo, 
»rid the fame meap& in our power^ For fiiuation noth-* 
ing cart bemore providentially placed* An extenfive 
dominion is already eft ablilhed, of their chiefs over 
liun>berkf$ iflands i and if we have the friendfliip of 
the monarch, Futta&iibe, which appeared highly proba- 
ble (mm the knowledge we have received, ^we Ihoulc)^ 
find eafy accefii to every part of bis dominions. Whetlv 
er they reach to the Navigaipr's Ifles, is uncertain ; bpt 
. the friendly communication which they have together it 
well l^nown : tbefe are peculiarly a defirable obje£l. 
The Feegee jdi?nda arc viihin eafy accefs of a canoe— 
aU the vidft. chain, containing millions of inhabitants to 
the noithweft, a>»d north-eafl, the new. Hebrides, the 
Nayigaior'a iflc6, the Carolinas: ; and to the fouth, Njew^ 
Zre^land acc«ffible« Whether we can form a large and 
iropfoUdated elisbliihment^ without exciiipg the j^alou^ 
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of the natives, tlie^retbren on tbe fpotcan beft decidlc. 
We may hope their , conduct wiJl have removed fufpi- 
cion, and fecured to us the alFedion gf the inbakitams. 
At Matavai' tbejre caii hardly be a doubt, .that < we 
^might eafily be placed above all fearonable dread of 
danger, and with aay meafure^of Chriiiian prudencQ 
and meeknefs^ Tecure ourfelves, without offending or z^ 
Alarming the natives. At leaH oujr peaceahlenefi would 
foon remove all appreheniipn^* ^ 

irhrough the whole heathen world I. believe nofucli 
o.bjefl will be found of apparent utility, or that willfo 
cordially concentrate the afFe£lion, and rotiCe the efforts 
of all the people of God, whofe attention ii now awake, 
in ever^ CbriSian land, to Tupport, exti^^, and^ ^PT 
$n the work to fomc gref t and happy jjOTue, 

Afric^. next feeias to flretch out her hands Si^^ 
God, ^nd to offer k moft ab^ndacit fccnc for miifionaryr 
labor and fuccefs. Our efforts at Sier<a Leon^ and ita^ 
vicinity, though almolt abortive, did not, ottght uoi^ t^ 
difcourage. Providence furnifhed U9 with 9k more 
Jbealthy climate, and greater facilities! of!pcnctraung th«: 
interior, at the, Cape of Good Hope : ahd if wc paaf 
reafon from the events which have arifen on our.- 
£r(l alteinpts, a firm conclufion^ naay be dc^wn-tbat. 
the Lord hath called us thither, and wills mt (hotiM: 
vjgoroufly. pftrfue what has been fo happily begunw. 
Three great fcenes for labor are opened 40 ua at tht? 
Cape and its vicinity, ^mong the natives snd numft^us 
/laves of that colony, who have beard gladly^ and are 
ihirfting for inflruQion, which furely will be fpccdily af- " 
forded them, iThe vajl" Caffre naUon^ to whom it was 
originally our intention thatr^tir brethren fbpuld ;ga» ; 
i^en)» to occijpy an extenfive tra£l of country from the 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ifldftan Occanjpsrbcips to ibc Atlantic. How far they aC 
ttnd into the interior h yet unknown, or .whether through 
their country we can have accefs to any great nations 
in their vicinity^ it to be afcertained only by {bint a- 
Rsong them -, the appareot probability 6f it is however 
great. The eagernefs of the Bofchtmcn nation to em- 
brace and pofiefs fonne of our mifiionarics, is one of tb^ 
frngiiiar leadings of divine Providence, and Teems to 
promtfe tytty bleffing we could hope from fuch an un- 
dertaking. The ihfiruments hitherto employed are in^ 
' deed loo, too few, and in the eye of fenfe too feeble, and 
cry alotid for a more numerous hoft to come over and 
help them. Their voice no doubt will be heard among 
iiSy and many be ready to fay, Here am I, fend me« 

Thefe arc apparently the great doors of entrance to 
the heathen, immediately preiented to our view, capabJe ' 
of being eafily fupplied, and promifing the largeft m. 
creafe ; fufficietit of themfelves for a while tor engage 
« all ouf aitcmion, without diverting it to fraailer and in- 
confiderable attem{>t8, which, by dividing our forces^ 
would weaken our eflforts in thoie great and noble pur. 
fuits, umo which a gracious providence feems to have 
led us by the hand ; and if once any happy progrcPs 
be made, they open farther, aiigf then eaffly accefiBble, 
objefls into the interior of that immenfe and almoft un. 
known continent, as well as to the vaft ifland of Mada- 
gafear adjacent. The travels of Mr. Park give a pleaf- 
ing view of the temper and docility of the ncgros. f 
All to the fouth of the Niger, feems to be occupied by 
the men of that race. The time perhaps is approaching:, 
vben the children of Ham fliall dwell in the tents of 
Shem, and be, numbered with the fons of God. In- 
deed it muft be owned, that thefe commencements, 
kawcver aufpicious, are diminutively fmall. Yet a \iu 
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tIefpaVktnay \iiidh z great. ffre: The ferf^prf*^ ###, 
from the beginnmg, rpr6ad by the1abor« of a few indi- 
vidttfils. He that enabled Paul fully to preach the gof. 
pel from Jcrufalenff, round aboot unt© IllyrlciifA, liaa 
ttie rcfidiic of the Spirit, and earn acedTnp!i& a*««fily 
now at then, the eterna? purpofe^ of hk ttrHI. 

That fometWng fliotrld be attempted, feems fhe^ gfeti- 
eral dtfire of the thottfand« and tern of thoufatniif of 
God's people in all lands. The Ikrte that hath feecrt 
undertaken, confirms and encourages our hopes in the 
moft enlarged manner. PurTirfng thefe proiiiifitig be- 
ginnings every ftcp we advance will ««ike the next mote 
praQicable, and the leading? of diiri^ne Prof kletiee dL 
reel us where we doubt, inftruft us where we have mif. 
taken, and tend to open a greater and mote eflSE^ual 
way into the heathen world than hath yet lieen difeof. 
ered. 

The aSlivity which hath bfrefi exchcd €t k^mt \j 
fhcfe cfForts to fpread the gofpel abroad^ Is at the fame 
time a proof of the divine benedi^lion upon thii li^r 
of tove, and a mofl eflPedual means of coiftitming a ftip« 
* ply of plenteous laborers for the harveft. If the meant 
which have* been employed are pttrfued with increafing 
diligence, we cannot but hope that the iffbe wijl be 
; more abundantly bleffed. 

RouFed to a folemn confiderktJonof the fabje&,in 
many of the congregations of the faithful among whom 
the power of ^odlinefs \\^% been dlffufed, and encourag- 
ed by the exhortations of their zealous paftors, fdme of 
the mod intelligent and beft informed, have offered 
themfelvcs to vifit in their vicinity, the villages and 
. hamlets, where the negled of the Sabbatbi the diteoce 
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td<C bave effH^cially .. demanded infirudipn; Hithef 

*hcy b*xc gone (o crcft, fchcjoh-rlo.convirfe iviih the 

poor^tQ vifit^l^ fick-r-(«< rcad--7«nd|, j^he re there ari 

'p€rrods.quiili$4d,..|c^«kp9und. the Icripturet : >nd the. 

Bucnbi^r of; new., places, of divj^ie worfnip^ which bavji 

' ihofr.bceh opened* i* very great*. It is highly, to be del 

rfiredf th^v^ the fiiipc plaiy ftquld be e^vc^y where pra* 

;4eoMy. a^d.zealoufiy pur(u^d, af nqthing appeatUtoliave 

a greater lepdcp^ytg di^afe,ihe kncjwled|e.o/ thrift 4, 

Siong ui, than fucd inQitutions., Ihe faithful miniffera 

-r tj^f the i^olpelf will thcrefgrcdo.wcU ttp^ cnppuragc ibefc. 

* endeavors, a|id to, excite ihc zealouf qf theif pocks to 
5 ^e thus heJ per s logetherJn.ihe.trmh : and fuch a boav. 
. jqaanqt fail to, zSpr^ miiConary Tup^hes, for the sheathen 
: abro«d,> as. ^elL a$ ai.hpme. JtAvogJcj B(? highly defiri- 
t.ble alfoy if all the eiini^ers of Chrift encouraged thofe 

y ho Teemed, deurx)tis to devote, ihenifelycs to ipilEonary, 
-labors arnong the heathen,, ^nd .afforded ^ thetn fuch 
. means pf.impfQv^ioen^ af wauld. render (hem na'ore u(^^ 

* fill lii borers, whenever the.cafls offrclh fupplics of mtf^ 

* ^oiN^ries. for ^be heathen fiiouJd be heard.. .It is ^pm. 
\ the drops whicji.fall on the; hill, trickle. into the. brook, 

and flow ipto ihcbfire^rtij that the river n)uft be cpm. 
pofed. . U will be highly definable, and mofi condujfve 
tp promote this great work of God, if every zeaioua 
niinifterof the. gofpcl bears this continually on hisheartf 
earncs it to hjs great Mafleron his kfiees, and contil*^ 
butes his mite to the treafures of the Sanduar^. 

II is not neceliary, that iniffionariesflibuld all, br inai; 
ny (>f them, be men of letters, or clafflcal knowlejdg<. 
It a ft^w only are perfons of more improved underftand. 
ing, the body of their brethren, united with ,them. and 
ttnder them^ will be as uffifuliy employed in their fever* 
Baa 
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al «ru tnd bccttpattoryt, at in My otHfsr mode irlrar« 
e? er. £tcamples of iridtiTry, and inflrac^Drs in the itit^ 
•rtl bandicram wbiciv ftal 'to cmltsiUont i)i«y wiM 
haire the ftroi|j|eS teadency to aitich iht natives to u% 
ifif ilV tifoif into bur foddty, tod "^rkHf ihtA-af^^^^ 
nisaoiof jsraM. By parieftt perTc^eraitce in leaehinj^^ 
the rifing generation, and bearing iriiih tbe prejftdicoi (tf 
thofe who a#e oore advanced in years^ we may ef%^ai^ 
theti to ttkdi ^^PPY unton whh tts and lt|e 4ffue^te 
'their cootrirSon to tbt tratb as it is ia Jcfai« '"'\ 

Hoping that flich a mtSionarjr Tpirit nt^y ^rery ^itf 

Ire niore difflir^d and ftreogthened, and fully affared^f 

4la tendency to produce the nroll bdeffcd cffcds armiod 

Uf, anii^to dhe endi of the »rth, it is^freuiy to be wifli** 

ed (bat thofe who have begorr will not be ilrearv in ^dl 

• doingY difcouraged by difappdintincnm qr deterred h^ 

diffieultiei; but by their exaai)ile ei^age an J cxeife 

^otlien to p^irrue the fame fteps, tib faeba body may 6e 

fotm^dfy at fliall furnifli, whenever and ^hefeysT w^fiited^ 

faithful laborers for the barveff. Tbe wpik u tWa 

LbrdV; but men mull be the in^i^un^ems, rand tl^ 

ittdaiii moft be employed b^(« tfaeend ean be ttiaip* 

- ed*. '. ^ 
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dtomeirs o/'tkt iMulings »f JHidnt Fnmi^tei in iht 
} CaU 9J Caf «m J^mm Wd/m 19 At Work ^ «ii4k^ 
■' ing the Swik Sea Mt^ott. . : • - ., 

AS the Ch web of God in gtnenU ^4 ffe H^iK^if^ 
ary Society in paf (kolaci ace fo highly iDdebtei^ 

loihc noble and difintcrefled fcrvices of Captain Jamea 
yWilfon, t ifjOi to record huHiione tsaong the wortbietr, 

vho, iit ^reading the gofpel among tbe facaibeni deirryc 
-lb be had in efjpeciai temeoihrance. The finguUir viA ' 

•dom and prudeitf c %vivh which he difcbargcd hi« uuftf 
-Bird the uhcofnmon ruccefa which crowred hif. JAboift 
^rotigh the vha!0 o^ his long and perilous voyagCf an 
Mi- frefl) iiNinjfrftation of the care and kecpi))g pi ib^i gyt# 
^eiaos L6rd« who had fo efieo • before, and; in fui;h ft 
^urohderfttl mi^nner, led hipn ky t wi^y, which, h^ kneV 
^tiot ; preferved hiin atmdft deaths oft, and dangers io 
"^pecofiar $ and after bearhig wuh him in all hi& rcheiliotSf 

Md'infenfibiUty, having cbofcn him fmm the he^nji^ 

for bimfelf, prepared bioi by a ferics of preceding proy. 

idencea for that woik, nfbich be %vai fo peculiarly quali-^ 

fied to fiilfiU '^ ^ 

^ Tbtlbilowtng particulars^ ave collected frooi minuter 
of conirerfatiani, held at diCTerent times. Aa the cir- 
cumflances affe&ed me in the relation, I cannot but 
perfuade myieif they will produce the aliie cffeB upon 
c^hera; lead them to admiring and adoring Ticwa of the 
riches of the grace herein difplayed ; and be to the 
praife c>f bis glory, who hath mercy on whom He will 
iaTC mtf tj^ I pcdsiadp my^.the Captain will not bc^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



ponded with the liberty I have uken, md will rejc^e^ 
ffbts-'evenifabfiory, and lu h^ppy iiTue, become the 
^eans of fpiritual btQCiit, to aiijr oif ibe^ iik« finful font 
<if men. .• i. 

Captaitt Jamet WHfon was the youngeft of fevefitbea 
ehndrcn ; fail father was comaiandeSr df « Aip in thd 
Newcaftie trade, and brought him up from hit eai^ieft 
years in the fea fcrvicc/ During the laft war lie feryed 
in Aitncri4a,.and'%i'af prcfent «t the ' battle of SmokVffa 
Hill,andof tong-ieahd; - < : . ^ i^ 

On hU return from America, he* obtained a bktfc ill 

i mtte'of Hn £a(|i ladiamah^ berng,'thi3ugh young; pin al; 
bfc navigator. After arriving' in fafety at^Bengal, be 
i]uiued his (hip, land detetmined to ^bidei^ that coott^ 
try. There he became en^afgedirt the toantry fciyic^ 
and in one of thefe iroyages,'-|^r. Cabel^ ^be ruBtia^ 
pay>(t)after, failing with' him from Mad^s^' to Calcuttm, 
be wasfo'mucb pTeafed With his^coiiiNia; »#^ coM- 
tnence ihe mod cordjal friendfhip wich*iiiii5 itid focm 
after their arrival in Bengali, fent him* irf i frtisW vtffd 
16 the Nlcrfbjir Iflands, v^fth difpatches foj^ th'eflHpV»M- 
tufnini; from the Eaft, to ad^ifeUhem qf the-aririval of 
the French fquadroh under iiuffreirty ori the coa^ tad 
to put them on their guard. The (hip he* cc^ivi^ii^EM 
\ ^as ill foundi and in the voyage her^fternpi^ft grew lb 
ih'itt ^% to admit fo mucH water, thit ifcifh diftisirtty ilie 
Was prevented from fbundeHng. He was thereferre'ia- 
'bliged to run fv>f Milras, and off PU'icat difcoiferrd t*ie 
French Beet goin^*down the e^aft ; he 'e*pe0»d 'iktii 
to chifcaid preffbd with all fai> for the di^otei wbete9i 
danferrius (H^ai probably prevented purfa it airtJ x^ph 
ttire ; but the fhip Was fo leakv, he was obli^ettltarfilA 
|>C|r <>n the beach io'iaY« ili^ Mvefe »€' prtwisiw^ 
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tficDce 40 Md4fa$» j uft* ai tW critical oiaimnt inih^n ^ 
Kulemcnt. ^a9 in ibe grtateft oitireri/ iSir.l^yr^ C^xitOr 
liadi mafcbcd to ibc Ix^uth, aod -vai fp furfOiindcd b|^ 
Mjiet AHy's arm^,,tbai lio (uppUci could. reach blm»bf^ 
land; and (he French fquadton^ anchored at Pondi^ 
cherry. Had ctii off all fuppUes hy i^ea^ (p ihat t))« Brlti% 
.iroopiwere vedutied to great difiicuhies, and in dab^pif 
df £iaiine» ihiif florca beiDg pearly js^i^iiliejd* 

^ Several Fia Ibtpt Lad been loaded wiiji rtce al Mad« 

Tal, but a$ the jFrencb fleet lay dirtily in the way^i (faejr 

dared not attempt the pa0age to Cuddalor^f) near whic{^ 

4Sar £y re Cooi^ Wm ^nca0)pe4* I'be poVernor of Mad. 

m, Mr. Sinitb, had heard of Mu Wilfon, and tbougly 

k young^^iMn, foot' for him, and enquired, ifp^ ^cuVd au 

4empt ta carry 4own the Ibips with the fupplics for. tbf 

' eamp, iftati^g the danger and hazard of the run, and cjt 

iering. him lour bufk&cd pa|>odi€ fbr 4he fervipe^ and 

»ore^ i£ he fliottid be detained be)or^ a fcrtnighu 

7ke Captain undertook to attempt the pa£[<^ge, apd itsk 

mcdiaieiy made prepa'rationt for his departure. Thi^ 

/:?eflel in which he embarked was about fiye hundrefl 

-and twenty tons burden^ with tbrre Others pnder bif 

rcoamand, all navigated by biack .men,. bicnCi^lf bejn|[ 

ibe only \Euro]^an, e^^cept af> t fgci^r who wcf)t dpi^ri u 

^i«»ger to the Mtmy^ He puihed on a» far as Sdd^s^ii, 

iboiit fixieen leagu.es, whcrf he took refuge order tb^ 

' Dutch flagvand difpatqhed two Hircarrahs tq Sir l^ytB 

Coote, to inform him of hi5 approacbi and to exjpe^ 

ilia ordera. Bui the roads ^ere ail fo ob(lita6cd by 

Ilj^der's horfef that to avoid that marauding ^rmy, the 

^JHtfcarr^hs were obliged to. t^ike a gr^at circuit ; and as 

they ventured to travel otUy by nighty they were eleven 

>i$y$ MWe they returned. They broMght from the 

:;4Biwitltb9.aioft|ir|eiii orders ^o proceed at ili ba»^d«i 
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tirin biroaght oflfl/ otit veffcl, tdd lot! ri^ Vcfti, tf wbtit^ 
Ikeihc rtibd etTcmial fervfc^. Heatcordingly mmedK, 
iftely* weighed anchor, proceeding at fucfc at diftanet 
from Poodicberry u m fee from tW '««aft*'bcaKl-lha 
Ff^nch flAg,,9ndif poHibte to pt^ tbcoi ii¥ ihc.iifghi 
ilodifcovered* The FrerKh fleet tWt «^X jpvcoiof. 
weighed anchor^ occafioned^by a fingular <urqum(laQC!^ 
which was afterwards known. S^ffrein b^d feni His wi. 
tcr caflcs on fcore to he filled, aindabcy 1^* po, tjjp 
beach. Sir £yre Coote had de^cbed a corpie ^i %te»^ 
adiers and light infiifiif y, who entered ; Pondicbeirjr 
which wa9 open on (he iand/i4e fince J^ fortihcalic^ 
bad been demoHfhed* They found and lUared. all ilbc 
fjaflts, deftroying ihem ehijrcljf ; and ibisi^ioduced Sut 
frein fo run down lo Point De Gall to rcp^air the la^ 
jutt at that moment when Captain Wi!&m wiu p4%^; 3fi 
the oflta^. Ai SuflPreiVa (hipj^ failed (b mucb i>etter 
^han fiis, they were off Cuddfalore in tht morbing;^n4 
Capti>ih Wilfon arrived in the atternoonv thus provideiit- 
:tial(y efcaping, and bringing in the whole of the ta^rgo^ 
entrufted to his care, and fb much wanted by the at» 
my. They bad then been reduced to theii^ iaft fort]f* 
'five bags of paddy, and itor « grain of rice to be prb- 
ttired. This fupply refcued them firim the inrpenie^rtg 
Tamine,.or the neceffity of cattinjg;ibetr way ibrciugb'tbc 
^ctiemy ; an^ under God ^as the means, as aH acknowU 
edged, of the prefervij.iion of ibt army and ibc Carni- 
iic. C^pt-ain Wilfon* bad foroe ftorcs of bi» own, wbidb 
were greedily feized and devoured^ w foort as landed* 
The next day he was invited to dine wiib ftifc G^n^fal 
and the Staff, and was placed at Sir Eyre Cocke's rig^t 
tiarid^ ^nd received tbe moft cordia) acKncrwfcdgmcilh 
for hii fefvices. He informe:d the company of tfcc 
Yeistire of hit fi6tti ; they bid bim preparb an accodnt 
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.«rjrfieid)9>a«d.g«M! btm. « f^tfoda for ^jevrry .hpt|lepf 
m\f%^^ Md for tbc left in proportiont <o that ^lu fu^ccfi*- 
ful irip. prpdiiccd him tboqt a thoufand poundf? s^ncl n 
ItfiiiOQny 6f $tr £yrc Coote'f hfgt) £M»ifa6ii(>n io the 
fcrWce whjcb^fae had ptrformtdi , 

'Redirning to Bengal) kcconunued to :b^ €mpk)y€4 

?in carrying down fuppiies ; but as tbefe vpy^iges iit-- 

r<(urfft nothfftg intercftif)g, I fibatl only xiate his unfond'^ 

'Date capture by the Fresch, when he was. going %iHh,a 

•terv vahiable cargo of military ftoies for Sir Edward 

Hughes, whofe ammcrmtioh bad been nearly exhatift^d 

-/in the well known conflid.whh Suffrcin. He was car. 

Tied into Caddaferc, which bad bccn'takc-n by djc 

Frcnchi and there he found the crew of the Hannibal 

*1n the fame captivity. He was perm!tted,rvieh other of. 

^ficers, to be at large on his parole, and hoped €iort^ 

*;t6 be Exchanged. 

Hydcr Ally bad at that time overrun, and ,waR<:!ti 

4|reat.part pf the. Ca^rritatic ; arid in ronjundion M^ifh 

7bc IfrcDch, after. taking Cuddalore, hoped (o expel the 

^.EngUlh.fropiali ibail tei:riiory. He bad lately defeat^ 

, C^olpnel JBaiiy's detachment, and wade them prifcner?, 

rand laffd e?ei^ effon ro get as many of the Englifl) at 

;pQflibic into bts power, it) order cither to, tempt theor 

inio hia/ervicc, or lo graiify.his. brutality hy e?(pi fipg 

tbc;in,to al litigeting death. He bad biibed SuflFrein 

.M'iih three hundred ihpufand luptCf, to furrcnder up to 

,bim, all his pritoners at. Curfc^alMe ; and the cider he* 

.ii;g.coujniui)irarcd to the ccnifra rider of the fcrt. aoth- 

iog could exceed the irdignamn and grief i^;hich be 

and his officers tc/liBed at fucn an infamous bargam^ 

Howerer, as be dared not difobey the orders of his fu* 

perior, he ^informed ih^ gentlemen on parole of the 

iiFaQlkQ;iqn9.aad.bia acceiSiy of^deliy.ering. them up the 
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cext day to Ae tttott tipftmei to oftty ifctm im Sn^ 

Sngapatam. 

Captain Wilfon oo fopner, received the intelligence/ 
than be determined that very n^bl, if poffible, to at- 

.lempt his cfcape from a captivny which appeared to 
him worfe tbaa de^tl/. Hi had obferved a^ he walked 
the Irampansf the poifiUlity of dropping danrninto the 
rtirer; and though he ncithcr,/fcncw the height of the 

'^I'alU nor the width of the rivers which were to fare 
croiTed, before he cou'd reach a neatral fettleinenr, be 
determined to kite the moinent of delay, and ri(k the 

' eon feqUcncesi whatever danger or difficulty- might bcifn 
the way* 

He comrrttinicated his rcloluttbn to a brother officer^ 
and « 3eftg*»cre boy, hu fervant, who both, refplvfcd tjO 
accompany him in his flight. It was rbacerted be« 
twe^n ihetn to meet on the ramparts, jufl before the 
guard waa fet, a^ it grey dtfk, and Qlerttty drop down 

. from the battfement. Before the hour ijipomicd hia 
companion** heart failed hitxi. Abjut feven o'clock, he, 
with his boy Toby, foftly afccnded the rartipirt unper* 
ceived, and the Cap'tain leaping dovtn^ uncertatnof the 
depth, pitched on his feet t but the fliock' of fo great a, 
defc^nt, about forty feet, made his chin ftrike againft 
bis knees, and tumbled, mm headlong into the tivcr,, 
vrhtch ran at the foot of the wall, and he dreaded leaft 
Ihei noUc of the dafli into the water would' difcover hiin. 
He recovered himfcif, however, as Toon as pofliSle, ar^d 

. returnirig to. the foot of the. wall, where there was a 
dry b^nk, bid the boy drop down, acid caught him falTe 
in His arms. 

Air that part of the Tanjorc country is.low, a*id ip- 
lerfcQed with a nu'inber of fivers^ braincfain|^ off fir^m 
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4lN! greM^otetMn : ^lefe midl aU be nee^fiTiriljf eroffed. 
He enquired, therefore, of the boy, if be could fwiip > 
but found be tould not. This was Very embarrafTing;^ 
but he refolved not to leave him behind^ and therefore 
took him on his back, being ah excellent fwimfiser, and 
carried him ovef. They pufliqd t6^M\|H!s Porte Nuo- 
vo, about four leagues and an half from Cuddklore. 
They had pafTed three arms. of the river and advanced 
at as greit a pace as they poffibly^ could, to make tifc 
of the night, fince their hope of fafety de|)ended <:hiefljr 
OB the didance they could reach before the ttbrbtng 
light. Not far from Porto Nuovo, a feapoy cemury 
challenged, Who goes there ? on which they Ihrunk 
back, and concealed themfelves turning down to the 
river fide. The river in that place was very wide, and 
being near the feaf the tide ran in witli great rapidity. 
crHe took^ howe-ver, the boy on bis back, as he had done 
before, and bid him be fure only to hold by his hands^ 
and caft bia legs behind him : but when they came in<- 
to the breakers, the boy was frightened, and clung «- 
round the Captain with his legs fo faft» as almoft to finfc 
bini. With difficulty he fttuggled with the, waves, and 
turning back to the ihore, found they muft inevita- 
«bly perilh together, if he thus attempted to proceed. 
Therefore, fetting the boy fafe on land, he bid him g« 
back Co Oodor Mein, who would take care of him ; 
but the pool' lad bas never fince been htard of, though 
the moft diligent enquiries were made after him. Aa 
delay was death to him he plunged again into the ftream, 
and buffeting the waves, palhed for the oppofite fhore ; 
but he found the tide runjning upwards fo .ftrong, that 
in fpite of all his efforts he was carried along with the 
current, and conftrained, at a confiderable diftance, 
to return to the fame fide of the. river. Provi- 
dentially} «t the place where be landed, he difcov- 
C € e 



Digitized by 



Google 



4«« AFPEWDIX, 

ered by the mooti«light, dry on the, beath a ctnoi^ 
which he imoiedutcly feized, tod was drawing down to 
the river, when two black men rufhed upon him, and 
dcinancted whither h^ was going with that boat. Hf 
feized the outrigger of jthe canoe as his onlf.weaj^on of 
defence againft the paddles, which they had fecured, 
and told them he had loft his way, had urgent bufineCs 
to Tranquebar, and thither he muft and would go : and 
launching with all his remaining ftrength the canoe int^ 
the river, he intreated them to convey ^im to the other 
fide. The good-natured Indians laid down their padL 
€tles 00 the thafti, and whilft he ftood in the ftern row. 
ed hrm to the oppofite ihore. He returned them ma» 
ny thanks, having nothing elfe to give them^ and leap^ 
rng on the beach,, immedrately pufhed forward with alt 
his might* He found he had as great a diftance to pafa 
to the Coteroon, as he had already travelled, and there;, 
fore continued his courfe with full fpeed, tbe^moot 
ftining bright ; and before break of day reached tbis^ 
largaft arm of the river, of which thofe which he bad 
l^offed were branches. ExhauOed with the fatigue he 
had undergone^ and difmayed with the width of this 
imghty dreamy, he flood for a moment heiitating. on the 
brink ; but the approach of morning, and the dangef 
behind him being To urgent, be ftretched out his arma 
to the fIo<»d, and preifed for the (hore. How long be 
was in croflUng he cannot afcertain ; he thinks he muft 
have flcpt by the way, from fome confufed remcni^ 
brance as of a perfon awaU^ig from a ftate of infenfibil. 
ity, and which, ht fupofes, had lafted half an hour at 
leaft. However, with the light oi the morning, he had 
reached the land, and flattered himfelf that all bis dan- 
gers were paft, and his liberty fecured : when, after 
paflingr a jungle which led to the fea-fide, he afcended 
II fand.bank to look around him^ There, to hia tcuM 
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end ftnrprife, he perccited a party «f Hydcr'i horfc 
ieooring the cbaft ; aad being difcovered by them, they - 
galloped up Co him : in a moment feiaed, and fiript him 
naked, unable lo fly or refift ; and tying bis bands be^ 
hind bi^s back, faftened a rope to them, and tbus droyis 
him before them to the head quarters, feveral mile« dif- 
tarn, under a burning fun, and covered mih blifteriL 
He fuppofes be muft haVe gone ibat night and dayi^ 
more tihan forty miles, befidesall the ri¥ershe baderofll 
ed. But to what e^orts will not the hope of hie and 
liberty prompt ? Wbat fufFerings and dangers will men 
Dot brave to fecure them ? Yet tbefe Were but the be. 
ginning of his forrows. j- 

The officer at the head quarters was a Mahometan, on« 
of Hydcr's chieftains. Ht interrogated the poor prif. 
oner iharply who he was, ivhence he came, arid whith- 
er going ? Mr. Wilfon gave him an ingenuous accoui^ 
of his efcapc from Cuddalore, and the reafons for it, 
with all the circumdances attending his flight. The 
tnoorman, wjith wraih, looked at him, and faid,jt(/e iat^ 
^ that is a lie," a^ no man ever yet pafled the Coterooii 
by fwimming, for if he had but dipped the tip of bisfin« 
gers in it, the alligators would have fei2ed him. The 
captain affured him the truth was fo, and gave him fuch 
indubitable evidence of the fadl, that he could no tong« 
er doubt the relation ; when lifting up his hands, he 
crt<*d out, Gouda ka Adami i *^ this is God'^ man." So 
Caiaphas propbefied He was indeed God*s man. 
The Lord had marked him for his own, though as yet 
he knew him not* 

He was immediately marched back naked, and bfir-* 
tered all over, to the former houfe of his prifon, and in 
aggravated puniifameBt for bis flight, Hydenrefiifed hi<l 
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permiiBoii to join his fellow officert,his former compa»^ 
ions, and tbruft bim into a dungeon among the mean- 
eft capcires. Chained to . a ^ common foidier he was 
next day led out, almoft famifhed, and nearly naked, to 
inarch on foot to Seringapatam, in that barning cljmate^ 
about 500 miles diftam. The officers beheld his forlorn 
dbndition with great concern, unable toprocurt himanjr 
redrefs ; but they endeavored to alleviate his mifery, 
hy fupplying. him with imtnediate neceflaries« One 
gave him a fhirt, another a waiftcoat, another ftockiogi 
and ihoes, fo that he was once more cdvered and e-* 
quipped for bis toilfome journey. But the brutes hit 
conductors, had no fooncr marched him off to the firil 
halting place than they again ftrippcd him to his {kin, and 
left bim only a forry rag to W4rap. round his middle. 

In this wretched ftate, chained to another fellow fuf- 
ferer, under a vertical fun, with a fcanty proyifion of 
rice only, he had to travel naked and barefoot five 
hundred miles, infuhed by the brutes, who goaded hica 
on all the day-*^at night tbruft in|^ a damp unwhoIe« 
Ibme prifon^ crowded with other miferabl^ obje6ls. 

On their way they were brought into Hyder*s prcC 
CBce, and ftrongly urged to enlift in his fervice, and 
profeis his religion, and thus obtain their liberty : to 
induce them to which thefe horrible feveriiies. were in* 
fli6);ed on them, and to efcape thefe at any rate fome of 
the poor creatures confented. Bui the captain reje^-* 
Qd thefe offers with difdain, and though a granger to a 
nobler principTe, and deftttute of all religion, fo great t 
fenfe of honor impreffed him, that he refolved to pre^ 
fer deathj with all its horrorS| to.defcrtion and Mahom^ 
sdKm. . 
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In confequencc of the dreadfulncft of this tnarcbt 
€xpofed by day to the heat, and cooped up in a damp 
prifon by night, without clothes, and almoft whhom: 
food, covered with fores, ^and the irons entering into 
his flcfe, be was, in addition to all the reft of his fufFfcr- 
ings, attacked with the flux : and how he arrived at 
Seringapatam alive, fo weakened with difeafe and fa* 
tigoe, is wonderfuL Yet greater mireries awaited him 
ibere. Naked, difeafed, half flarved, he was thrufl iiu 
to a noifome prifon, dettitute of food 6r medicine, with; 
one hundred and fifty three fellowJufferers, chiefly 
Highlanders of Colonel Macleod's regiment, men of re- 
markable iize and vigor. The very irons which Goto, 
nel Baily had worn were put on him, weighing thirty* 
two pounds ; and this peculiar rigor he was informed 
was the punifhment for his daring to attempt an ^fcape, 
as well as for bis refolutc rejefiion of all the tempting 
offers made him. The other officers were at large^ and 
among them was the prefent General Baird, (o lately 
ibc avenger of their wrongs when be fiormed this very 
city. Poor Wilfon was imprifoned with the commoa 
foldiers, and chained to one of them night and day. 

It is hardly pollible to expre^fs tbe ff;^nes of unvaried 
niifery that for two and tweiity .months he fuflered in. 
this borrible place. The prifon was a fquare^ around , 
the walls of which was a kind of barrack fot the guard. 
In the middle was a covered place open on ail fidr^, 
cxpofed to the wind and rain, There^ without any bed 
bet the earth, or covering btst the rags wrapt routed 
him, be was chained to a fellow* fufferer, and often fo 
cold, that they have dug a bole in'the earth, and burt^ 
ed themfelves in it, as fome defence from the chilling 
blafts of the night. Their whole ailowar^ce was only a 
found of lice a day per man^ and one rupee for forty 
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days, or cm pice a day, leTi ifcan a penny, !• pmvid# 
fait and fire to cook the rice. It wiil hardly be bc« 
Ueved, that it was among their eager employnrteBU to 
coiled the white anti, which peftered thcoi in the priC- 
on, and fry them to procure a fpoonful or two^of their 
buttery fubftance. A date of f aging hunger was nevdr 
appealed by an allowance Icareely able to maintain life; 
and the rict fo full of (tones,' that be could noe chew, 
but muft (wallow it ; and often (he faid) be was aftatd 
•to thruA his own fingers in bia month, left l^c Ihouki bm 
lenipted to bite them. 

The fioble and athletic highlanders were among the 
firfl viBimi. The flux and dropfy daily diminitbed 
their numbers* Often the dead corpfe was unchained 
from bis arm in the morning, that another living fuffer- 
er might take his place, and fall by the fame difeafes» 
How his conftitution could endure fucb fuflPerings is aC 
tonifhing. Yet he had recovered from the flux which 
be carried into the prifon, and for a year maintained m 
flate of health beyond bis fellows ; but worn down with 
mir(rrv,cofd9 hunger and nakedaefs, be was attacked with 
the ufual fymptoms which had carried off (o many oth. 
ers. His body oionnoufly diflended, his thighs as big 
as, his waift before, and his face en^rmouily bloatecL 
death feemed to have feized him for his prey. But hi* 
heart was flill in(enfibie as the nether aailftone. God 
was not in all his thoughts, and bis confcience cauterif* 
ed, as if made ftupid by his fuflerings, be was dying as 
.the bead which ]M!riflieih« No humitiatioio, no prayer, 
no fenfe of fin, no recourfe to a pardoning God, n# 
care about an eternal world, he lay in a ftate of torpor 
towards every thing holy and heavenly, occupied only 
with thedeGrc and hope of recovery. How he furviv. 
cd fucb accumidaud mifery, exbaufted with fiimjiiQ 
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9nd dtfeaS?) tbc unwhalefqine vapoor^ o£a prifon thick, 
tning around him, and the iron cmertng into his fl^efii, 
is next to a miracle : but the day$ of man are Dumber^ 
cd. He is iromoria) in the regions of the ihadow of 
dcatbi till bis appointed time ihall come. 

Reduced now to the extremity of weaknefs, his chaina 

too ftrait to be endured, and threatening mortification, 

be Teemed to touch the moment of his difiblucion, and 

iras releafed from them to lie down and die. Th^ foU 

dier to whom he had been laft chained had ferved bifo 

with great affe£lion, whilft others who had been linked 

together often quarrelled, and rendered mad by their 

fuScrings, blafphemed and a^ravated each others mife- 

fies. Seeing him thus to appearance near bis end, and 

thinking it might alleviate bis pain, Sam entreated be 

might fpend for oil, the daily pice, about three &rtb« 

ings, paid them, and anoint his legs, but tbe Captain ob- 

^^ed, that be fliould then have nothing to buy firing 

and fait to cook the next day's provifion. .Sam fiiook 

bia head, and (aid, MaOer, before that I fear you will be 

dead, and never want it«; But who can tell what a day 

may bring forth ? He had exchanged his allowance of 

rice that day for a fmall fpecies of gram, called ratche 

pier, which he eagerly devoured, and being very thirfty, 

be drank the liquor in which they were boiled, and this , 

produced fuch an amazing evacuation, that in tbe 

courfe of a few hours, bis legs and thighs, and body, 

from being bloated ready to *burft, were reduced to a 

ikeleton, and though greatly weakened, he was com. 

pletely relieved ; and afterwards recommended (he trial 

with fucccfs t^ many of his fellow prifbners. His irons 

were now replaced, though left heavy ; and being^mere 

ftiin and bonei, they would (Up over bis knees, and 

leave bis lega at liberty. 



Digitized by 



Google 



4es A f tt^BtXr 

The f'avagc^ of death had now thinned theit fanki, 
and few renadined the living monuments of Hyder Al- 
ly** cruelry and malignity :' nor would thefe probably 
have confliQcd with their miferies many months or 
days ; but the viftories of Sir Eyre Coote happily hum- 
bled this monfler, and compelled him relu6lantly to fub- 
nrit, as one of tl^e conditions of peace, to the releafc of 
all the B^jtifli captives* . With thcfe glad tidings, after 
twenty.iwo months fpent on the verge of ih« gr^vc, Mr. 
Law, (on of the Bifhop of Carlifte,' arrived at Seringap« 
atam, and to him the prifon doors flev7 open ; but what 
a fcenc prcfcmed itfelf ! emaciated, naked, covered 
%ith ulcers, more than half dead, only thirty-two re. 
mained out of one hundred and fifty-tbree brave mcoi 
to tell the difmal tale of the fuffering5 of their prifba* 
houfe» 

Their humane and compaOSonate deliveref immedL 
ately provided them with clothes, dreffing for their 
wounds, and food for their hunger : but now their mer- 
cies threatened to be more fatal to them even than their 
miferies. The ravcnoufnefs ^-^ their appetite could not. 
be reftraided ; and though cautioned and warned again ft 
cxcefs, they devoured the meat provided with fucli 
keen avidity, that their ftomachs, long unaccuftomed to 
animal food, were incapable of digeftion. Captain Wil- 
fon was of the number who could not bridle his crav« 
ings ; the fad efFefts immediately followed. He was 
feizicd that ni^bt with a v*olent fever, became delirious, 
and for a fortnight his life was defpaired of* In. his pri 
fon, under fuiFerings more than human nature feeined 
capable of enduring, he had ftrugglcd through, and for 
the jpoft part enjoyed a ftate of health and firength, but 
fK>w in the nK>rneni of liberty, joy, and abundance, be 
received a ftrokc more feverc than any he had before 
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tfii Jer e^ne. How little can wc determine oT the good 
orcvilbcforcusundcr the fun ? He was a more wretch- 
ed being furroundcd by kind friends, and every bu* 
mane attention, than he had been deflitui^, famifhed^ 
covered with fores, and lying naked on the floor of a 
dungeon* But he who is the Lord* of life and glory^ 
bad determined he (hould not thus perifh. When all 
human help bad failed, the great Phyfician who was the 
balm" to heal the dcfpcrate, rcbtiked the fever, rcftorcd 
bis underffanding, and raifed him up once more from the 
dull of death i the eternal foutce of mercy would not cat 
him ofFin the infipenitence and hardh^fs of hik heart ; 
be had grace in (tore for him, and work prepared, when 
the fet time Ihould come ; and fuch work as was the 
farthered from every idea he had yet entertained. He 
ivas for this continued among the living, to praife him, 
as he doth this day ; but at that time, mercies had no 
ifnore effed on him than miferies. His heart was yet 
hardened, and hi knew not the band which heated biro. 
The day of^falvation was not yet arrived, nor the pe- 
riod of bis chaftifements clofed. He returned to life and 
health, with all the fame corrupt propenfitics, the fame 
onrenewed heart,the fame fofgcifulnefs of God, and con. 
tetnpt of his word and commandments.. No fufferings^ 
not thofe of hell iifelf can produce a fahirary change : 
H (inner would come out ofthefe flames, th« fame as be 
entered them, unlefs the fpirit t>f love and pdwtr 
changed the heart of ftbne into a heart of flefb, and 
melted the obdurate into godly forrow, working repen- 
tance unto falvation never to be repented of. 

Being now rcftored, and capable of accompanying his 

countrymen he dcfccnded the Gauts and proceeded oa 

to Madras. Lord Macartney had forwarded a fupply 

ef cloaibs to meet them, but (here Bot being a fufficien. 

D p » 
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cy for ail, fome bad one thing and fome another : t^ 
Mr: Wilfon's (hare a very large military hat fell, which 
with a banian and pantaloons, with many a breach, 
made his meagre figure very mticb rcfemble a maniac 
Impatient to viGt his friends, be walked on from the 
la^ halirng place, and the Gentries hardly would let him 
pafs. He haftened to a friend, whofe name was !ElliSfr 
and knocking at the door, enquired of the fervants fo^ 
their maSer and mt(lrer». The footman ftared at bim^ 
and faid, they were hot at home, and were fhutting the 
door agninft him, when be prefled in, rufhed by them, 
and thresor bimfelf down on a fofa. The fervants were 
Mahometans^ who hold the infane in much reverence^ 
and tuch they fuppofed him ; and without any^ violence 
ufed to remove him^ Captain Wilfon wa» permitted qui. 
«tly to repofe bimfelf ; and being tired, be fell into the 
mod profound (feep, in which date ^is friends on their 
tecum found' him, and hardly recognized him, he waTfo 
altered. They left him thus found aflcep till- the evenings 
when the luftres were lighted, and feveral friends affem^i 
Wed, curious to bear the ftory of his miferable captivity. 
When be awoke and faw the glare of light, and the per*, 
fons around him, be could'fcarcc recover his recollec- 
tion^ and for a moment feemedas if he bad dropped in- 
to fonfie^ enchanted abode. The welcome and kind 
treatment of his friends, who fu^plied all his wants, foon 
retlored him to his former life and fptrits ; and be be* 
gan to think of new fervice, as he had yet obtaine<( 
but a fcanty provifion, which his long> captivity bad not 
much increafecj, though be received the arrears of hit 
pay. He accordingly Ihipped bimfelf as firft mate in 
the Intelligence, Caprain Penington, for Bencoplen and 
Batavia. In his palfa^^e through the (traits of jVfalacca, 
they were (urroundfd' with water fpouts, one of which 
was very near, and they fired to diJperfe it. The roar* 
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tog was tremendous ,and prefently a ibrrent of rain 
poured^ on tbe ihip, which brought down with it many 
liflx and fea weedsr vet the water was perfe£lly htih ; 
a phenomenoD fingularly curious. 

During this voyage the white ants and cock^roaches, 
with other infefls, multiplied iri the moll prodigtoua 
fifianner, fo that it lyas reiolved to run the (hip down 
from fiencookn to Puley Bay, and lay her completely 
under water to get rid of the vermin. Afttr a fortnight 
they pumped her dry^ and tht quantity deftroytd of 
Ihefe creatures, with centipedes three or fow inchca 
long, was incredible* fiencoolen is a moil unbealthjr 
place, but Pulcy Bay is the region of. the fhadow of 
4eath ; from thence none efcape without the putrid Te. 
ver. Perhaps the veinefs of tbe fbip added not a little 
to the cdufe of mortality. Before they left tbe bay, evc^ 
ry man of the crew, who %i«re Europeans, except WiU 
fon, died. The Captain came down well on Cbriftmat 
day,^ and only dined on board and returned the fame 
njght ; tbe very next day he fickened and died. A 
recrtiit of black men was fenl from Bencoolen to navi- 
gate the vcffel. The very day they failed out of the 
harbor, Captain Wilfon, who had refifled hitherto \hc 
intemperature of the c^mate, and then commanded the 
vcffel, was attacked with the fever. One Swede yet re. 
mained. He had always accounted for the death of his 
companions, and imputed it to their imprudence. He 
had confidence he fliould efcape. He was then at the 
helm, going out of the harbor : the Captain, who, 
though ill, kept the deckj obferved the fhip very badly 
ftccred, and called out. The Swede qoiited the wheel, 
and fat down on the hen.coops. The Captain himfelf 
ran to the wheel to re8ify the courfe; fiorming at ibe 
eaan who bad lefl the helm. He made nq reply ; but 
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how great wasfib fiirprife, when, on going tip to him hit 
found him k corpfe. The (hip however vifiied Batavia, 
and arrived in Bengal ; and though bis health eominu-* 
cd to fuflPer) the Captain made a very profitable voyage. 

Dt^ring a year and a half be had repeated and danger* 
ons rciapfes, and 'more than once approached the gatet 
of death. He continued however co improve his fQi> 
tune, and became bimfeif a Qiarer in the veflel as wett 
as commanded Having thus accumulated a fmail cook 
petence for that counfry^ he refolvcd to return to Lngr. 
land, and fit down conteijc with what he had, and eB- 
deavor to recover his health and enjoy );iimfetf/ 

Witb this vitw he embarked as paffcnger in the fame 
fhip in which that good man, Mr. Thomas, one of the 
Baptift mi(fionarie&, was returning from BeirgaJ to Eng- 
land. With him be bad frequent difputes about reJi. 
gion ; and being as infidel in principle as careiefs in 
conduft, he could not but grieve fo gracious i miniRei^ 
<who obfcrved one day to the chief mate, that he fhould 
have niucb more hope of converting the Lafcars. to 
Ghriftianity, than Captain Wilfon; fo deeply myfteri- 
ous are the ways of Providence. The things imppffibk 
to mant are poflibte witb Gqd ; but the time waa not 

Being arrived fafe at Pottfmouth, be immcdiaieljit 
looked around him for an agreeable abode, and having 
foon difcovered fuch a one at Horndean, in Hampfhire, 
be purcbafed it, and determined to fit down contented 
with the very moderate fortune whicb be bad brought 
from India, and amufe himfelf with gardening and' the 
' Vports of the country* Being unmarried, be confidered 
of a proper perfoa|p have the conduc); ^f bis beufcaMl 
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iH3ni1)r« He bad a fenlible and agreeable niece, ?rboa 
be particularly defired xo takje this (;are upon her. ^ Sbe 
was a truly religious \vomap, and when preflcd by him 
to come and live ^ith him, ihe informed him of her fen- 
liments and the nccefiity of attending the worQiip of 
God at the congregation at P^rtifea, to which ihe be- 
longed. He very careJefsly obferved that to bim thia 
vouid be no bbjeBion ; he ihpuld not diDurb ber n- 
boutber religion ; and provided, ilie di4 n«t trouble 
him with it, he' ihould leay.e hpr tp berfelf* 

About two years he continued to live at Horndeao^ 
in the fame carelefs unconcern about eternal thibgs«^ 
decent in his condu£i, and perfeAly fober; dmufe4 
with his garden,' the fports, and company around him ; 
but an utter (Iranser to the ptincipies of tbe gofpel^ af 
vnacquainied with the poyver of tbeip. 

Providentially at thi3 time, a bookcf Major Burn% 
containing dialogues on the CbriftianV Waifiarc fell int# 
bis hat daf. A religious book, written by a miliiarjf 
inan, excited his cunobty, and fixed his atteniiou. As 
be read, the Jca'es feemtd to fall from his eyes, and a 
Dew fyOem of divine trutb- unfolded itfelf to bis view, 
of wbich^ before be had not the leaft idea. He had 
beard rothing like it in India ; and his pariih church, 
be attended at home, had furniibcd him with no fuch 
do3 lines, as Major Burn fuggeiled ; at ]ea(} bis inat« 
tention had never perceived any tbing refembling what 
be now read, as confiituting tbe efleoce of a Cbhftiao'a 
faith and praQice. 



Religion bad been a fubjed agreed to be waved with 
bis niece ; but be could not now help enquiring, if ib# 
il»)ew an/ perfon in this country wbobeld the fame kiu 
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timents at the Major inculcated. She foon refolvedf 
bim, that he would find at Portfea many zealous advo 
cares for them, and prcfTed him to go with her and hear 
the (lev* Mr. GrifHn, the next Sabbath-day. He ac- 
cordingly drove her down to Portfea, from whence he 
was only nine mile& diftant, and was delighted to find in 
Mr. GriSin*s preaching the perfe£l correfpondence 
with thofe evangelical fenticnent& which he had read 
wiih fo much pleafure, and which the difcoiirfe of tbia 
excellent man fixed with deeper impreffion on bis mind.^ 
From that day forward he began to read the Scrip* 
tures with great diligence and iftcreafing fenfibility of 
their importance. Me became a conftant attendant oa 
the gofpel, and formed a cordial friendfhip with tbe 
worthy young minifter, whofe church* he frequentedf 
and was foon adfhitted as a member. His regular vifita 
there, and the change produced on himfelf, were too 
vifible not to be noticed by his former acquaintance, 
lit was foon rumored how altered a man Mr. Wilfon 
had become, and tbe ufual reproach of Meihodifm itil- 
mediately attached to him. 

In this ftate of fpiritual improvement he eontinned a« 
bout two years — feparating himfelf* from the vain and 
finful world, and cordially uniting with the people of 
God. His garden continued his amufement and em- 
, ployment, whilft the word of God, and other books^ 
tending to edification, were his daily delight and his 
counfellors. His life now proceeded in the fame pla- 
cid uniform tenor, till one day, after returning frorxi 
Portfea, he was walking in his garden, and meditated on 
the faith of Abraham, in leaving his country and friends 
at the call of God, not knowing whither he went— *this 
had been the fubje3 of tbe fermon which Mr. GrifBs 
had that day preached. On reviewing the circuosftaa* 
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tpci ofthc Patriarch, he was much affeQed with th^ 
wonders wrought >by faith, recorded in ihe iiih chap- 
ter of the epiftle to the Hebrews, arid admired the dc** 
votcdnefs, and felf- denial of ihe worthies there record- 
ed. As he mufed on the nature arid evidence of the 
faith there defcribed, asihefubjianpe of things hopc4fof$ 
and the evidence 0/ things^i f^^n^ he began to queltion 
bimfelf on the reality of hrlkown ; and felt a rifing fear 
in his miRd, left he ihould have deceived himfelf by 
placing doQrrnal opinion, in the flead of divine cbnvic- 
tionrof the truth. He afked htmfeVf, if called in Prov« 
tdence to fuffcr or to ferve like ihefe, whether he could 
as readily give up all for Cbrift, and ga forth at the Du 
irine bidding. 

-' The impreflion arifing from thefc reflexions 6xed 
dcepiv on his heart for feveral weeks, and hb mind un« 
derwent mariy harrafSng fears aiid doubts on tbe fub« 
jeft ; till one day happening to take up the Evangelic- 
al Magazine, the firft fubje^ which caught his eye gnd 
attention was the account of the inftitation of the Lon* 
don Mtjionary Society^ and of their noble defign to con- 
Tey the gofpcl, if poffible, to the Iflands of the Pacifie 
Ocean. Thcr thought immediately forcibly ftruck hit 
mind, ^' if you are wanted to command the expedition, 
have you faith to facrifice all the comforts ^around you, 
and freely devoting yourfelf to the fervice, could you cm.* 
bark once more-on the deep, not to increafe y^ur fub- 
fiance, but to feck the fouls redeemed by the bibod of 
the Lamb ?" He felt that moment he could do it with 
pleafure : he perceived his faith was up to the facrifice ^ 
he read the chapter over with delight, and was fure he 
could, if called, give himfelf up to God. 

He had enjoyed forne happy hours in thefe mcdiu- 
liont* They were the frequent fubjeft of his thoughts ; 
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^fecn one day;a fcries of new idea« fofe u^ in Ws mindT, 
to which he had been hitherto a R ranger. He had hard. 
ly daring all the years of fervice on the Tea c^r^r known 
irhai fear was : he had been unafFeded by the ftorms 
nrhich he had encountered and never thought of the per- 
ils of the deep ; but now the dangers and difficulties to 
which fuch an enierprrfe mud expofe him rofe up tre- 
mendous to his view, and he beg<an to reafoli on the 
fblty of quilting his pfefent comfortable abode, For k 
Kfc fo very different ; and determined to try to banifli 
the idea from his mind. It followed him however in 
^iieof all hrs efforts. Fearing to truft his own judg- 
tnenty he refolvfed to communicate his fen(ations to fome 
of bis ferious and judicious friends— ^ftace to' them the 
feelinga of bis mind» and have their advice on the fuii^ 

The gcfneral voic^, on the view ofhh circunirRance^,* 
rather difcoura^ed his entertaining any fdftber thoughts of 
ibe matter. Though they bij^hly approved the miflion, 
aind honored his zeal in deQring to promote fo g^orioits 
a caufe, they did not fee his call clear to quit his prefem 
ftatioot and perfuaded bim to abandon the idea. 

His mind, however^ relied not at eafc. He was con^ 
fctous he ought not to move but on fome evident call 
of neceffity,Mhai he mull fee the path of duty clear, be« 
fore he quitted the comfoFtablc fetilem:fnt he enjoy- 
ed ; and ihouiih his heart was greatly drawn out in pray- 
er for the glorious obje6l of the miffion, he refolved to 
wait awhile the leadings of Providence, without entiiely 
renouncing his purpofes of fervice, if required. 

A general meetinMof the minifters of tlie gofpel be- 
ing convened at Safi^ur/| to confider the Aibje^ k^ 
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1)^6 ititeiided miffion, and to proinote its accortiplifii. 
mem, he determined to aceompany his worthy paftor. 
Mi*. Griffin, tbitber, and hear what fKoold be advanced 
6ri the dccafion. There ilfo he mcniioned to feme of 
the brethren the impreffion which retted on his mind ; 
but they rather, in general, damped than encouraged bis 
fenfationi on thjis fubjeQ ; and though they zealoufljr 
favored the miffionary attempt, they hardly thought bis 
fervices would be dcccflary, 

Hebad n^o'w probMy difopped aril further thought of 
the matter, if the firfll g^eneral miffionary meeting had 
■ bot fummoned up Mr. Griffin, with many others, to 
town, in order to confult what fleps were proper to be 
l^urfued on the commencement of fo great an undertak. 
ing. The Captain refolved to be of the party, and to 
fee and bear for bimfetf, what was the objeGt intended^' 
and the means propofed for carrrying the million into 

effca 

As the thing was evidently of the Lord, he came with 
.i, mind prepared for the work in the eternal counfeta 
appointed him to fulBi. He liftencd with ferious at* 
fention to the difcourfc delivered at the Cattle and Fal- 
con, to the body of the fociety, wherein 1 exprefled my 
Confidence that however difficult the work might ap- 
pear, God Would provide inftruments for the execution 
of hia own purpofes, that the means would never be 
wanting if we zealoufiy fet our (houlders to the yoke^ 
ind confidered the glory of the'objeft, arid the urgency 
6f the call. He attended next day at Spa fields, and 
heard the firft Difcoiirfe, fince publiihed, enforcing our 
duty, deferibing the obje£ls, and fuggefting the fiepa 
Beceffary for the execution. Thefemet hib full appro, 
baiioo; and contributed to decide bis mind on the fubu 
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jcft. He defited Mn Griffin to call upon roc, and aft 
peint an interview. Mr. Griffin defcribcd the man^ 
and his converfation, his fituation, abi'itv, and zeal. My 
Tcry httarr leaped with joy at the propofal, and 1 wat 
filled with hope, that God^ in diflfereiit places, was r^itr 
it)g up men unknown to each other, for the accofnp!i(h« 
ment of bis own purpofei, towards the faeatheh, I bcg« 
gcd to fee him without delay, and we mi^t next motmng, 
when, after fome conferttncc coQcerning the miffiopi 
with great modefty and diffidence, but with a decided . 
pufpofe, he intimated, that if the Society could not find 
ft better condtiQor, which be wiflacd and hoped they 
ini^ht, the fcrvice flbould ndt be impeded for lack of 
nautical knowledge, and he was ready, witnout other rCf 
ward than the fatisfaftion refuUin^ from the fervice, to 
devote himfelf to the work, ifvith whatever inconvcn^ 
lence to himfelf it might be attended. He gatve me an 
account of the dealings of God with him hitherto, which' 
I have above detailed, and exprcffcd a fenfc of the ob^ 
ligations he was under to our precious Lord to dedicate* 
himfelf to this fcrvice, as he faid he (hould never forgive 
himfelf if he fell back when help was wadted. 

So fingular a provifion made, for what feemcd of alj- 
mher thit)gs the moft difficult t« be obtained at the 
commencement of fuch an undertakings appeared to 
me evidendy the finger of God» Having communicat'P 
cd the propofal to the diredors, two of thetv were 3p* 
pointed as a^cpmmitteee to converfe with Captain Wil* 
fon on the fubje^ They were equally .charmed with 
his modefty^ ability, zeal, and devotednefs of heart, and 
concurred, that nothing could tend more powerfully to 
the accompiifhing our defigns, than having fuch a mao 
to command the vefiel that fliould convey the miffionai^ 
Nes to the place of their dcAination. Thfi offi:r wai^ 
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^mbr^kced with delight fay the diredors, and. contribuc^ 
ed in a very elpecial manrier to anitnateourconfiderjce, 
that God would provide all oiber neceffary m^ans, and 
quickened us to execute the work without delay* 

The Captain being prcfcnted to the direaors, coA- 
iBrmed the report which had been tnadie ; and though 
he hoped we might yet find an abler commander, and 
in that cafe^he might foe excufed, and his heart be at 
reft, yet he pledged himfeif, if we cduld not, to do his 
bed foi* the miffion >; and that, at whatever time he 
fhould foe called ^nto the fer^ce, he would come up^ 
and prepare for the voyage* At the end of the week, 
lirhen the focicty broke tip, he retired td his hoiife in 
the country, leaving the deepeft imprtflion upon every 
«nan who converted with him, that never did a perfon 
appear more eminently qualified for the difcharge of 
this fervice than the man fo provideniialiy provided for 

Some months elapfed. in the preparatory fteps- in 
feeking out, and examining imiffionariea, providing 
fund^. and weighing the propereft njeans of carrying the 
purpofcd miffion inio tSeSL. After lohj? and ample 
tlifcuffion, it was refolved, that the attempt fhould be 
made in a Ihip belonging to the fpciety, fufficient to 
carry thirty uniflTionarica ; and that Captain Jafnes Wil- 
fon be requeued to undertake the commarid.. This ref- 
olution was accordingly communicated to l)im, and 
though he had met many caufe^ to damp his zeal and 
deter him from the fcrvice, he continued fixed in His 
purpofe and his correfpon'Hencc breathed a fpirit fo truly 
nobU', that it was impoflible not to congratulate each 
ptbfir on fuch an acquiiition. 
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The nsjQlon b^ing now in great forwardrtcHs, and g 
/econd geperal mceling having cohBrnaed all our fornix. 
pr refoUiiions, the Ciiptaio was de(ircd to come up, 
which be did, a n4 took an a^ive part in the prepara- 
tions — Not Icfs than fevcn or eight lime* did he go up 
and dovrnat his own expenfe ; fought but and purchaf- 
ed a proper veflcl — forwarded every thing in his de- 
partment — engaged the mariners — and fettled all bis 
own affairs for fo long an abfence. He fold his bouf(?, 
f Ked his niece in London, and chearfirily embarked 
ivith the mi(Gonaries in that long and perilous nayigapi 
tion, \i^hich he |?a| fo bappity accompU&ie<|. 

Through the wlj^'^ of his eventful ftory, wc difcoycr 
St beautiful' and admirable developemefit of |the ieadiogs 
of God's providence. Who would have looked for i 
commander of a CbriRtan mrflfion, in an impious an4 
infidel failor, chained \n a prifon at S^ringapzisam I 
'Who woulrf have expefted from the man, who reiurncjl 
from Indfa, cbntradifting and blafphcming, the faithful 
leader on the quarterdeck, in tbc nfiidft of prayer and 
praife, carrying the cverlaftirig Gofpel tp the iflles of tbp 
Pacific Ocean? The iflfue is before the public— and 
no man who reads the Mifl[it)tiary Voyage can hefitatc 
to confirm the exclamation of the Moorin^n — tmis i> 
God's man. •.-. -^ •*■''• - 
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A Fragment taken from thejirjl volume^ to compUat thf 
number of pages mentioned tn the ^ropojals. 
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CHAPTER ON THE ?ERSEtUTIONS WHICH CHRIST- 
IANS SUFFERED DURING THj; FIRST AND ^Efi- 
OND CENTURIES. 

THE inceniouf Pliny had been appointed by Tra- 
jan to the government of Bythihia ; and in the 
excrcifc of his office as proconful, the Chriftians, v 
gainft whom the feverity of preceding edifcts evidently 
fubfifted, were brought before hjs tribunal. Not having 
had occafion to be prefcnt at any fucb examinationf 
before, the multitude of the criminals, and the fevericy 
of the laws again ft them, fecm \o havp greatly ftruck 
him ; and caufed him to hefitate how far he ought to 
carry them into execution, without confuhing firft the 
Emperor himfelf, who, 1 think, had put him on thepur- 
fuit ; having probably heard of . the rapid progrels of 
Chriflianiiy, and imbibed all the prejudices againft i%^ 
which the miffeprcfentaiions of its enemies ; the con. 
tempt of the wife ; the craft of the prieftbood ; and 
the general odium of all pagan idolaters, could not but 
have propagated. A tranflation of the letcer itfelf 
will throw, more light upon the (late of the Church, 
than perhaps any other monument of antiquity, which 
has reached us. Of the genuinenefs of the letters of 
Clement, Ignatius and Polycarp, there are doubts : 
jhouph perhaps unfounded ; of the letters of Pliny and 
Trajan, I never beard any entertained ; and being the 
|(<!ftimpny of ani enemy, they afibrd the mod irrefragable 
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proof. We may fafely conclude Bythinia was not fin- 
gular.for the number of cenverts, or the fpirit of pcrfc- 
cation ; and if fuch means as the philofopiiic Pliny em^ 
ployed againft Chriftianity, were only repeated tbrougfai 
the govecnnients of Afia, the number of. vidims majr 
eafily be conceived. ^ 

A. !>• 1^7. ** C. Pliny '^0 the Emperor TrajaN| 
xuijkcs health. 

It is ufual with me to confuU you in every matter 
yvhercin I am in doubt, and to fubmit to your deter* 
minatiop ; for who better than yourfelf can direft tob 
when I hcfuate, or inftruft me where uninformed ? Till 
now I never had occafion to be prefent at any criminal 
procefs agMnft the Chriftians : I am ignorant therefor^ 
10 what extent jt js ufual to infliftpunifhment, pr urge 
profecutioni I have much hefitated alfo, whether there 
fliould not be fome diftintlion niade between thp young 
and old ; and in the applicaiion of the torture, whether 
there (hould not be a difference between the robuft and 
the delicate — whether pardon (hould not be offered to 
penitence ; or whether an openly profeSing Chriftian 
ihall be allowed to reira^, in order to efcape puni(h« 
ment ; whether the profeffion itfetf is to be regarded 
as a crime, however innocent in other refpeft^ the pro- 
feflor may be ; or whether the crimes attached to the. 
namc, muft be proved, before they s^re liable to fuffcr. 

« In the interval, my method with the Chriftians who 
have been impeached as fuch, has been this : I ifiterro. 
gated them, are you Chriftians? If they avowed it, I 
afked the fame quefiion a fecond and a third tim^i 
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tbreatening th«m with the punifhmcnt decreed by the 
law : if they ftill perfiftcd, I ordered them to be exe- 
cuted on the fpot ; for, whatever their profeffion of 
religion might be, 1 had not the leaft doubt that fuch 
perverfenefs, and inQexible obQinacyi certainly oughl 
to be pumihed. 

« There were others infefltid with this niadnefs, who, 
beiag Roman citizens, I adjudged to be tranfported to 
Ronne fur your immediate cognizanct. 

«« In the difcuflion of this matter, accufatibns multf- 
plying, a divet£ty of cafes occurred. •A fcbedulc of 
names was fent me by an unknown accufer ; but when 
I cited the perfons, many denied the faS, th^t they 
^ere, or ever had been Chriftians : and tepeating after 
me the ufual formula, addrefied the Gods^ and offered 
fupplications with wine and frankincenfe to your image^ 
tvhicb, with the flatues of other deities, I bad ordered 
tp be pfoduccd, adding their maJedi6lions of Chrift, to 
vhich no real Chriftian, I am affured, by any torments 
could be compelled^ Tbcfc therefore I thought prop, 
er to difcharge« 

" Others named by the informer, at firft ackrK>wU 
edged themfeives Chriinans and then denied it; pre* 
tending, that though they had been fuch, they had re- 
nounced the profeffion, foroc for three yearf, others 
for a longer time, and a few for mere than twenty. AH 
thefe adored your image and the flatues of the God^ 
and at the fame time called Cbrill an accurfed obje3« 

** From their affirmations I learned, that the fum of 
all their offence, call it fault or error, was, that on a day 
ixed they ufed to afiemble before funrife, and fing to. 



Digitized by 



Google 



4i4 PBRSECUTIONS WHICH 

getbcr in alternate rcfponfes hymns to Chriff, as a dfej^ 
ly ; binding themfelves by the foleniin engagements of 
an oath, not to cammit any manner of wickednefs ; t6 
be guilty neither of theft, -nor I'obcry, nor adultery : 
never lo break a promlfe nor keep back a depofii, when 
called upon. This fervicc being concluded,* it uas thei^ 
cuftom to feparaie, and meet together again for a re- 
call, promifciious indeed,' and without any dUSinaion 
of rank or fexes, but perfectly barmlefs : and even 
from this they had defifted, finec ikc publication of my 
cdi£l, forbidding, according to yot^r oifders ail: clubs 
iod afiocrationv. ♦ 

^ For farther mfortoation, I thoiigbt it hcceflary, ftt 
order ^to come at the truth, to put two damfels, whb 
vrci€ called dcaqoneffes, ^0 the torture ; but I could 
extort nothing from them but the acknowledgn&ent of a 
{uperRiiion, depraved as immoderate ; and therefore, 
defifting from farther inV eft legation, 1 baflcd to conrah 
you ; for, indeed, the matter a{>pcared to me defervitig 
the mod attentive con fi deration, efpcciilly in the vieil^ 

• ttf the immenfc numbers of thofe who arc involved in 
this dangerous predicameni ; for informations are alrea- 
dy 'brought againil multitudes of all ages, of all orders, 
and of both fcxcs ; .and niore >vil1 be impeached, for the 
contagion of this fuperftition has not only widely fpread 
over the cities and villages, bilt reached even the farm- 

^ boufef. I a(A of opinion, however, that it may yet ht 
flopped and corrcdcd ; for it is evident that the tem- 
ples, which I found nearly defcried, begin to be fre- 
quented ; and the facred folemnities, that for a long 
while had been fufpendcd, are come again into prac^ 
tice : fo that now there is a briOc, fale of viaims fox* fa- 
crifices, where before there fcarcely could be found a 
pufchafer. From whence I cannot but conclude^ thai 
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thobalk of the people rniy be reclaimed, if mpunfty be 
ml lowed to repentance." 

The reply 6f Trajan to Pliny, 1 fhall fnbjoin, is caft. 
Ing a fuller light upon the fubjed, and enabling ns 
from both, to form very clear views of the fiaie of the 
Chriftian Ghurcb at that time^ 

Trajam to pLiuii 

« MT DEAR PLINts 

" You have certainly followed the fight track, in the* 

difcttiTiorT of the caufes,^ relative to the impeachfnent ol 

the Ch^iftians. No certain ruhe can be laid, down, in-. 

variably to be adhered to in all cafes. They ar6 not td 

. be hunted up by informers^ bm if isipeacbed andT con- 

viQefl, let them be exccmed ^ only with this reftriftionr 

that if any perfon den^ that he is a Chriftiani and de^ 

monftrate it by o^ering fupplicatron to otir G6ds, bow« 

ever (ufpicious his condud may have been before, his 

penitence' fhall fecure his pardon. But unlefs tvtrf 

inforniation hasj^e accufer's name annexed, whatever 

be the crime charged^ it is not to be regai^ded f as it 

would be a precedent of the word fort^ and totaHy con* 

irar/ to the maxioas of my gdvernment." 

Thefe letters appear t6 give a wonderftsl complete 
tiew of the $ate of Chriftianity, and the dreadful pcrfe, 
cutions to which the faithful were expofed. For I apw 
prebend the chara6ler of thefe witnelTes (lands fo high 
with our modern infidel philofophers, that we fhall not 
be accufed of bringing a partial evidence when we pro- 
duce Trajan and his proconful : and that the concluiioa 
. k fair and indifputable, that under other emperors iivi 
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other i^overitors itie ChriHians would not mMt witlf 
vnord liberal treatment. 

T. In the firft place, it is evident, ]?y the laits then b 
force, that k was a capital crime for any man to. be a 
CfariQian ; and that nothing eife was neceOary for his 
inftant execution, than his own confe^ion ; or convic- 
tion by evidence of thefia£k; or even his reftira) to 
commit an a£l of idolatry when accufed) in order tcr 
bis exculpation. 

2. It i^ as clear that the huinane Trajan and the phf. 
Infophic Pliny appear not to entertain a doobt of the 
propriety of the taw, or the wifdotn and jufiice of exe- 
cuting it in all its fulnef*. Pliny confeffes he had ordered 
fucTi capital puniQiment to be infliaed on many ; charge, 
able with no crime, but their profeffion of Gbriftianity ; 
and the Emperor confirms the jtiftice of the fcnience, 
and enjoins the continuance of fuch executions, without 
exception in favor of any, who did not apoftatize, curfc 
the Lord Chrift, and worftiip the idolff of Paganifm. 

3. After the mofl exa6i enquiries, even from the apof- 
tate Chriftians themfelves, without a difcordarft voice ©r 
fufpicion of mifreprefeniation, never was a teftimony fo 
noble, and unequivocal, given to the excellence of the 
Chrift tan charatter ; of their piety, purity, and peacea^ 
Ale conduft ; their h^ppy communion with each other > 
and the innocence and exemplarinefs of fhisfe lives be- 

'forteall men. So that by the confeffion^of thcwr apof- 
tat^s thenifelve^, no. man could belong to this holy com* 
munitv, whofe outward walk and converfation did not 
ftdorn the doQrine of God oirr Saviour in all things^ 
And all this is confirtned in the ftrongeft manner by the 
very means ufed to extort a difiPerent reprefcntation. 
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It ifi horrible to report fuch fcandalous perverfion of the 
facred name of jufticc ! even delicate vomcn are put 
to the toriure, in order to try if their weaknefs.wiil «« 
betray them into aceufations of their brethren. But "not 
a word, not a charge can be extorted, capable of hear. 
ing the feroblance of evil or crime. To/worfiiip Chrift 
their God : to meet for praife and prayer, and mutual 
iiifirii6lion ; to form engagements to abftain from evo- 
ty evil word and work ; to be examples and reprovers 
of that wicked and adulterous generation ; to celebrate 

, the facred myfteries of iheir faiih in the participation of 
the fupper of the Lord ; and the repaft of Chriflian 
feliowihip, which, attended it— thefe are the depraved 

fuperjluion^ xhc extcrahle crimes^ which nothing bbta 
Cbrittan's blood can expiate. I feel a iioly exultation^ 
wbilft I .record fuch indifputable evidence of tranfcend. 
ent excellence, and fiich martyrs for Chriflianity.— 
There maft be fomething divine in that do6trine, eveo 
our enemies being judges, that can enable men thua 
to live, and thus to die, I feel ?i facred horror^ wbilfl X 
behold fuch chara^ers as Pliny and Trajan embruing 
their hands in innocent blood, and decreeing fuch atro* 
cious judgments againfl perfops To amiable and juft^ e« 
ven by their own acknowledgments. 

4. I w6uld remark the evidence of the lingular peaces 
aUenefs of the Chriftians, and their great care to givf 
no offence,' but to fubmit even to the moft unjuft re^ 
qutficions. Their immenfe numbers might have engage 
cd them to ftand on their defence, fupppfing, what can*** 
not be reafonably queftioned, Pliny's oWn reprefenta^ 
tion. Perfon^ofall tanks, of every age and fex, had 
been converted to Chriftianity. The body was fo vaft, 
as to leave th6 pagan temples a defert, and their priefta 
ibliury. Scarce a vi3im was ever brought^ or a facred 
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fofemnhf obfcrred^ through the paucitjr of w^rfiiipperj* 
The defeftion from paganifai nkift bavie been wonder-. 
fuMy general and ftriking, which could have; product 
fuch effect. But the Chriftians netiher srbi^ed their 
power to refift government ; nor a&ed with Che left 
modefty m their worOiip ; careful not to hfimg down up- 
on themfetves qnnecedary fuffisringi. They icnewtbee- 
didts agarnft them, and aflembied, to avoM ofiBenc^, be. 
fore break of day in tbeir feveral congregations, at the 
hotifes of the faiihfuL And when Pliny made a fireih 
promulgation oF Trajan*s bloody edids, they for a white 
yielded to the ftorm» and defined even from their love* 
feafti and general communioD^ if sot frofH cpngrega^ 
iional worfhip, 

5. I may add, that a'more iinet|^ui vocal evideiice can- 
not be given of the Godhead of Chrifl, as univerfally 
admitted in the firft ages of the Churchy ^ The faearheoi 
who knew the import of Gnging hymns to their deities^ 
could not but regard the perfon to whom fucb hp:nf)s 
were addreffcd, as rcially and truly God in their eftfma* 
tion. And the comraft of (be CfariOtan worfiiip w^s not 
fironger, refpe6ljng the objeft of their devotion, than 
the manners of the men who offered it. Th^ fuf ely 
knew the import of their own praifea aiid prayers. 
Could they have adored a man, they would not have 
found fuch reloAance to caft a pinch of frdnktnceafe 
on the altar before the image of Trajan, in order to'fave 
Ihemfelves from torments and 'deaths in ail its mod tre* 
mendous forms. Our modern deiftical and fecinian 
Chri(tiat)s would have been lefs fqueamiih. But liikk 
dared not to deny the only Lord God,*even our Lord 
Jefus Chrift. And whqm they worfbipped with ibeir 
lips as confefibrsi they glorified with tt^jr diwfaa af 
ttartyrs, 
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^ 6; n i$ awful to coni^dcr the ull to vhtch tb^ Chfift- 
iand were brought an.d <h^ fearfiul evidence whkb ap-^ 
peared) how. many bad afiTumcd ti)C neame of Cb|-iftia^| 
and defef ted paganirm) who had never drank into the 
%irit of viul ChiuftiaBity : aqd therefprej when per (ecu- 
lion for tb^ word V fake a role, they fell away from their 
.profe£iofi, and -made Ihipwreck of faith and of s^ good 
«Onkienc«. Though the inariyrs we^e many, the apof* 
tatei were more. That the* martyrs were pumerotity 
the declarations of Pliny, what he had done ; and 
the^ orders of Trajan, ^ what he Jhmld do^ can leave 
no maimer of doubt. And we have conclufivc ev- 
idence of the power of God in fupporting his peojdef 
under every fufFering and terror, in the very dam- 
fels who were tortured. Death Ktd been a lefs evil 
for tbefe than the rack. The fuflfering there had been 
momentaryi , If the feeble fex fet fo noble an ex- 
ample^ we may i>e affur^ed, there would not be wanting 
others, who would aiFront death and every danger, rltji^ 
er than fubip^t tQ ibefe tyrannical orders, and involve 
Itheir fpuls in this feaiful criminality : Copld the f;}£red 
paQors of the flock, who bad preached fo often and fo 
powerfully Jefq,s Chrift, and him crucified, call that J^» 
ius accurfed ? locehfe i^ living worm, and worihip a 
ftock or aftone ? How much preferable were prifons, 
laitd death to.fuch an execrable requifuion ? Weretheria 
iiot mfuUitudes of the flock who would follow them .in 
the bk^ody facri^ce ? Almoft incredible to modern vul- 
gar ChriQi^nity, as this may be, we fee fuch things have 
been, and whenever a fiinilar ftate of the world fliall 
bring again the fiery trial, it will be found that the pow- 
(trof the Holy-Qboft hath not forfaken the earth, but 
ihat there are ftill fome^ manyi ready ip die fpr tbeAatoe 
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7. Hqw perfeBly fiitiilar are the philofophical ideas 
•f Cbriftianity in every age ? In their view it was a 
kind of tnadnefs — a faqatiq contagion that had fpread 
chiefly among the populace — an overftrained afi^^ation 
of religion, and being righteous overmuch *-an imbe- 
cillity and depravity of the human underftanding — a 
worfliip as abfurd in its obje€l as fuperftitious in the de« 
vcHion and the prQcifenefs of its profeflbrs. Read Pli* 
ny^ Hume, Gibbon, Voltaire, and remark how exa£lly 
eoineident their views are of Cbriftianity !« And I am 
greatly miftaken in my knowledge of human nature, if 
in fimilar circumftances the naodern infidel would not 
be as bitter a perfecutor as the antient* With all their 
notions of candor and humanity, we fee in Pliny and 
Trajan, that the tender mercies of the wicked are cni-^ 
eh They muft hate and defpife the Gofpel and its prcK. 
feflors : and whenever power is in the hands of oppref- 
fors, their pretended philanthropy will DQt belt^te to 
Ibed a Chriilian's blobd. 
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